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From the Board of Directors 
 I have been told by some residents that they sometimes do not read the Newsletter. I 
hope that the title of the following paragraph will grab their attention even if just for a 
moment. 
AGING 
Just as we all physically age, so do our homes and Canal Walk’s common facilities. To 
address the aging of our homes each of us is responsible for maintaining our own 
property as noted in the updated Rules and Regulations that you received last month. 
Section VI.L states that “Owners are responsible for maintaining the exterior of their 
home, mailbox and any landscaping and mulchbeds on their lot in a manner that upholds a 
positive community appearance.”It is crucial for all of us to follow this rule so that we 
can continue to have a desirable place to live and collectively maintain property values. 
The last thing any of us wants is for Canal Walk to look old and tired, which happens to 
some communities as they age. 
        Obviously, the Board also plays a role in upholding a positive community 
appearance and in keeping us up to date. We are responsible for maintaining and, when 
appropriate, improving Canal Walk’s facilities, common areas and amenities. By way of 
example, shown below are some of the items that the Board has approved in the past six 
months in and around the two Clubhouses:  
Main Clubhouse 

• Air conditioning units were replaced in the kitchen, café, upper hallway and 

men’s card room so they would be available for the upcoming summer season. All 

of the units were original Clubhouse equipment and were increasingly in need of 

repairs. 

• The large commercial refrigerator in the kitchen failed and was replaced.  

• The fire suppression system was upgraded to minimize the possibility of 

corrosion and failure of the piping. 

• Five treadmills and two elliptical machines were replaced in the Fitness Center. 

• Pavers will be added along both sides of the bocce court to provide a level 

walking surface for players. 

• Address signs will be installed at both Clubhouses to assist first responders, 

visitors and delivery personnel. 

 
Freedom Clubhouse 
 



• Landscaping was planted along the north side of the parking lot to soften the view 

from the road of the vehicles and seasonal snow removal equipment parked in the 

lot. 

• Security cameras will be installed similar to those previously installed in the main 

Clubhouse. 

• Repairs to the pool deck are underway and will be completed this month. 

• Pavers will be installed on the parking island to provide a level surface for 

residents who choose to walk across the island. 

• The Board approved funding for the CW Shutterbugs to purchase frames for 

photographs taken by their members that were used to decorate the Clubhouse. 

 
        While everyone is aware of the two Clubhouses and associated amenities, few 
residents realize that Canal Walk also has over six miles of paved roads and 30 acres of 
common area lawns and landscaping that must be maintained in order for us to uphold a 
positive community appearance. The Board relies heavily on the expertise of Tom 
Merklinger, our Community Manager, who does an outstanding job of bringing issues to 
our attention and making recommendations regarding repair and/or replacement of 
common area elements. In addition the Board also reviews and evaluates comments from 
residents who suggest improvements to our amenities and common areas. 
 
FINANCES 
Our finances continue to be in excellent shape. Operating income and expenses are 
tracking as expected this year and, as of the end of March, we had only spent 40% of the 
$400,000 snow removal budget. Equally important to note, the three accounts managed 
by UBS Financial, i.e., the Reserve, Membership and Emergency Funds, total a little over 
$5,000,000.As required by our By-Laws, these accounts are conservatively invested in 
CDs, which generated approximately $100,000 in interest last year. We expect our 
returns to increase as older CDs mature and interest rates rise.  
By the time you read this it is expected that the annual audit that was conducted by 
Wilkin & Guttenplan, our accountant, will have been approved. Residents may obtain a 
copy from Tom Merklinger in the Management Office. 
CANAL WALK – MOVING FORWARD 

        While not controlled or financed by the Board, the Builder has advised that he 
expects to complete the road work and crosswalk at the main entrance in the next few 
months. At approximately the same time it is anticipated that the last major component of 
the traffic calming measures implemented by the Board over the past two years will be 
completed. A raised intersection will be constructed on Canal Walk Boulevard where it 
meets Bayard Road and Massachusetts Way to enhance the safety of pedestrians using 
the crosswalk to and from the Enclave. When the time comes, notifications of road 
closures and detours will be issued via Community Update emails and One Call.    
COMMUNITY UPDATES 
Community Updates are emailed to homeowners to supplement the information that is 
contained in the Newsletter. The Updates are typically used to quickly disseminate time 
sensitive information since they do not have the three to four week lag time that 
Newsletter articles have. Topics in the past have included community trips and events, 



security/safety information and the status of community improvements and repairs. If you 
are not receiving Community Updates via email, contact Tom Merklinger and ask to be 
added to the distribution list. 
        Just to clarify a misconception that some residents have…all Community Updates 
are distributed via the One Call email system that shows Tom Merklinger as the sender. 
While many of the Updates are written by Tom, others are from the Board or other 
Management Office staff members. The author of the Update is shown at the end of the 
article. 
OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST 

 Being an age restricted community, we are required by the State to conduct a 

census every two years. If you have not already done so, please complete the 

census form that was mailed to all homeowners last month and return it to the 

Management Office as soon as possible. It is not necessary for Enclave residents 

to complete this form at this time since they conduct their own census. 

 Residents began moving into the new Enclave building near the front entrance last 

month and more people have moved into the houses on Bryant Court east of the 

gatehouse. Both of these areas directly intersect Canal Walk Boulevard and affect 

traffic patterns. Please be aware of our new neighbors as you enter and exit the 

community via the front entrance and adhere to the 25 MPH speed limit 

throughout the community. 

 Both outdoor pools will open for the season on May 25th. The highlight of the day 

will be the annual Memorial Day Ceremony and Picnic sponsored by the 

Veterans’ Club. 

 Since Earth Day was just celebrated on April 22nd, residents are reminded that 

recycling is something that we all should do. Aside from the County regulations 

that require recycling, you are encouraged to help preserve the planet for your 

children and grandchildren. See the Somerset County recycling rules at 

www.co.somerset.nj.us/recyleand the monthly Men’s Club article “BE GREEN. 

GO GREEN” in the Newsletter to learn more about recycling household waste 

and electronics and the proper disposal of hazardous waste and unused 

medication. 

Nick Iorio for the Board of Directors 

    Jim Lyttle, Bob Rossomando, Nick Iorio, Bernie Worst 

 
 

CANAL WALK’S OWN WEBSITE 

Canal Walk residents can check on what activities are planned and sign up for 
activities right from their home computer. Just type this address and you will get to our 
Canal Walk Website: http://www.canalwalkhoa.com. 



 Our Website was developed by Skip Krals, who still helps us from Arizona. The 
Website is managed by Howard Kliger, Elaine Whelan, Mo Kim, Fred Ford and Susan 
Kobren.  

 
 

TO SEE CLUBHOUSE ACTIVITIES ON YOUR TV: 
NOW ON CHANNEL 8 IF YOU DO NOT HAVE AN HD CABLE BOX 

OR USE CHANNEL 281 IF YOU DO HAVE AN HD CABLE BOX 

Canal Walk Reservation Policy    

For activities sponsored by the Committees and the Activity Director 

•         Sign-ups/Reservations are required for all events and each event is first come, 
first served. 

•         A reservation is only confirmed when the Event Flyer is completed, date 
stamped and payment in full is received (Checks Payable to C.W.H.O.A.A.F). 
Cash is not accepted. 

•         Reservations are always restricted to Canal Walk residents for a period of 
time. This period may vary depending on the event and lead time. 

•         Each Residence (not resident) is entitled to make a reservation for two 
people, one of which may be a guest. 

•         After the exclusive several week period for residents, the event will be open 
to guests. 

•         When events are sold out, a reasonable waiting list will usually be maintained 
for those who have paid in full.  From time to time, an additional trip for an event 
may be arranged at a later date. 

•         All residents are encouraged to check the Lobby carousels and the Website 
regularly. 

Canal Walk Refund Policy 

•         Effective March 1, 2019, the following is a revision to the Refund Policy for 
any and all tickets, trips or reservations made for events arranged by 
the Clubhouse Activities, Cultural Arts and Trips and Travel Committees and the 
Activity Director. 

•         Once you register and pay for any event or trip, you have the absolute right to 
admission for that event. There will be no refunds for any reason. The only 
exception is if there is a wait list which the office may maintain. If there is a wait 
list, the office will provide it to you if you wish to sell your tickets.It is your 
responsibility to contact persons on the list to sell your ticket. This policy is to 



properly manage our finances and is consistent with almost all performance 
venues.  

•         If you cannot use the reservation, you may sell your ticket or right to 
admission, or give it to someone else. The office should be advised of any 
changes to the reservation so that we can account for everyone attending. 

 
 

From the Enclave Board 
 My column begins with the announcement of the resignation of our Board Secretary, 
Barbara Goldstein.  Barbara has cited personal obligations which would interfere and 
conflict with the time required for continued service on our Board.  Of course, we send 
Barbara our very best wishes and our heartfelt thanks for her devotion to the betterment 
of our Enclave Community.  Let us not forget that prior to her election to our Board, 
Barbara served, for quite some time, as the Chairperson of our Covenants’ Committee.  
During that time, among her other duties, Barbara supervised the re-drafting of the 
Enclave Rules and Regulations. 
 You have heard repeatedly the word “Transition.”  It is a time-consuming process 
which involves the participation of all of our Board members, our Property Manager, 
David Papalia, and our attorney, Hubert Cutolo, Esq.  The process is continuing with the 
cooperation and input of our developer, Premier.  At the conclusion of the process, you 
will be notified of the results. 
 A “shout-out” of special thanks is given to our Vice-President, Sebastian (Ben) 
Caudo for his tireless and continuing efforts to improve response time of emergency 
services for those in need of them.  Ben has met with representatives of Robert Wood 
Johnson, various emergency medical services (EMS) departments, our Mayor and 
Councilman and various other individuals, all toward the goal of making The Enclave a 
safe community and one which acknowledges the special needs of many of our residents. 
 As you read this column, you will already know that the Board of Directors’ election 
has been held and the Board members are in place for their designated term.  Hopefully, 
all of our neighbors are aware that these positions are voluntary and require time, effort 
and input of those who are serving. Without question, our goal is to continue to maintain 
The Enclave at Canal Walk as the outstanding community that it has become. 
 The month of May has a number of significant days including, Mother’s Day, (May 
12th), Armed Forces Day, (May 18th) and, of course, Memorial Day (May 27th). 
 Permit me to give a hearty and sincere thank you to all of our members of the Armed 
Forces, both active and retired, for their service, and my condolences to the loved ones of 
those who made the ultimate sacrifice for us all. 
 To all of our precious mothers, grandmothers and great-grandmothers, my best 
wishes for a gloriously Happy Mother’s Day!! 
  
   John P. LoPresti, Jr. 

 President, Enclave Board 

 



Sale referral incentives offered to Canal Walk homeowners. 

 There are less than 20single family homes left to sell in the last phase of Canal Walk, 
and we are offering current Canal Walk homeowners an incentive to refer your friends 
and family!  Don't let them miss out if they have been thinking of moving into this 
beautiful community.  Please contact our sales office at 732-356-1191 for details.   
      

Andrew Tendler 
Vice President 
Community Development 

 
 
Covenants Committee 
 Well, as I write this, we are enjoying April showers, so can May flowers be far 
behind? I think they are on the way and with that comes the excitement of plantings and 
upgrading and beautifying the outside of our homes. Please remember to get your 
completed PMRs in, complete and on time.  Your Covenants Committee crew stands 
ready to quickly make decisions on your request.  If you have any questions, please feel 
free to give me a call before you finalize your PMR; this may aid you in gaining a speedy 
approval. 
 Lastly, I hope you all have received the new Rules and Regulations, please refer to 
them as you look to make changes to your property.   
 
          Dave Lyttle 

 

 

 

 

 

BE GREEN.  GO GREEN.  HELP SAVE OUR ENVIRONMENT. 
 The next Hazardous Waste day will be on June 15 (none in May) at the Franklin 
Township Sewerage Authority, 70 Commerce Drive, Somerset, NJ 08873 from 9:00 AM 
to 2:00 PM.   
 Also, on the first Saturdays of every month (May 4th) at the Somerset County 
Recycling Center at 40 Polhemus Lane, Bridgewater (near the ball park) from 9:00 AM 
to 2:00 PM. 
 The next Operation Secure Shred will be on June 15 (none in May) at the Somerset 
County Public Works Garage, North County Facility, at 411 Chimney Rock Road, 
Bridgewater, NJ from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM.   
 Consumer Electronics recycling is on: 

A. Saturday drop-offs are at the South County Public Works (8:00 AM to 2:00 PM), 
at 410 Roycefield Road, Hillsborough, NJ 08844  and  

B. Weekdays at the North County Public Works Facility (7:30 AM to 3:00 PM), 411 
Chimney Rock Road (north of Rte. 22), Bridgewater, NJ 08807. 
 

Medical Waste Disposal: 



 Expired/unused medicines and OTC drugs can be dropped off in the lobby of the 
Franklin Police Department, 495 DeMott Lane, Somerset, NJ 08873 (732)873-5533.  
This is open 24 hours a day.  Be sure to scratch off or blank out your name on the bottles. 
 Sharp needles and other similar medical waste should never be recycled.  Disposal 
containers and information are available.  Call for hours and specific locations: 
 RWJU Hospital (Somerville) – 908-685-2200 ext. 3258 
 St. Peter’s Hospital – 732-742-8600 ext. 8282 
 Princeton Medical Center – 609-497-4266. 
         from The CW Men’s Club 

 

Activities and Announcements 
 
CLUBHOUSE ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE 
 

Dancing to Zydeco music during “A Nite in New Orleans." Dieter Wunderlich with his own washboard 
 The Clubhouse Activities Committee presented a new event this spring….”A Nite in 
New Orleans” featuring Zydeco music which was quickly sold out.  The Zydeco band 
provided the perfect beat for the Texas Two-steppers in the crowd and was quite the 
lively event!  We appreciate the enthusiasm from all who attended.  This event was the 
creation of Nina Pesce so we are so glad she returned from Florida in time to attend!  
 For the month of May, we are offering another new event—“Club Night at Canal 
Walk.”   Music by Tuvia Zimber, light refreshments, and a cool night club atmosphere 
are planned.  Continue to check the carousels in the lobby as sold out shows are 
becoming commonplace.  We look forward to seeing you there.   
          Deborah Katz 

 
 
 
YOUNG AT HEART 
CALENDAR:  
 
May 8th - Club Meeting  
May 9th - Jitney to Villager's Theatre - Theory of Relativity  
May 30th - Hunterdon Hills Playhouse - Over the River and through the Woods  



June 6th - Jitney to Villager's Theatre - Shrek the Musical  
June 12th - Club Meeting  
June 20th - Cruise aboard the River Lady with Lunch at Captain's Inn  
September 11th - Club Meeting  
September 19th - Feast of San Gennaro at the Brownstone in Paterson  
October 9th - Club Meeting  
October 15th - Westchester Dinner Theatre - An American in Paris  
October 23rd - Jitney to Peddler's Village  
November 13th - Club Meeting  
November 20th - Jitney to Delicious Orchards - Thanksgiving treats  
November 21st - The Ride with Lunch at Buca di Beppo  
December 11th - Club Meeting  
December 12th - NY Botanic Garden/Holiday Train Show with Lunch  
          at Lobster House.  
 
 May is such a beautiful month of the year.  We celebrate with family on Mother's 
Day and we celebrate with all on our Memorial Day picnics and parties. We throw in a 
performance at Hunterdon Hills Playhouse and talk about how we plan to end our season 
in June.  Come to our meetings, hear all the news and sit and chit chat with your 
neighbors.  
 
          Jule Graham  

          Joanne Polito  
 

  

 
 
BOWLING 
  

 With only one more month left for bowling for our 2019 season, we have a lot of 
high scores to report this month.  We also have two new bowlers joining our Canal Walk 
Bowling Family.  They are Bill Gilman and Casey Brucker.  Welcome to both of you.  
Hope that you enjoy bowling with us. 
  
On March 4th:     Tony Buonacore bowled a 222, 244 and a 213; 
                             Irv Kobren bowled a 177 and a 188; 
                             Marlene Glickman bowled a 152. 
On March 11th:   Debbie Stuart bowled a 161; 
                             Irv Kobren bowled a 168 and a 158; 
                             Jeff Volker bowled a 225 and a 182; 
                             Mike Dodd bowled a 158; 
                             Mike Palmieri bowled a 221, 189 and a 159;                           
On March 18th:   Irv Kobren bowled a 165 and a 152; 
                             Jeff Volker bowled a 171 and a 156; 
                             Karen Liss bowled a 150; 
                             Mike Palmieri bowled a 233, 244 and a181; 
                             Tom Brucker bowled a 192 and a 185. 



On March 25th:    Ann Allevi bowled a 167; 
                              Jeff Volker bowled a 158 and a 156; 
                              Nina Perzi bowled a 152; 
                              Harvey Finkelstein bowled a 152. 
  
 Congratulations to all of you for the great scores you had this month.  Looking 
forward to reporting more high scores as we finish our bowling season. 
  
                                      Joanne Perzi 

 

AN EMAIL GOOGLE GROUP HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED  
 This is an email discussion group whereby we can share information, using our own 
group email address.  Currently, more than 700 residents are participating in the group.  It 
has proved to be an efficient method for sharing information pertinent to the community.  
While having a Gmail email account is suggested, but not required, it does allow group 
members to view and search past postings. 

The purpose of this group is:  

• To share and receive references or information about vendors, e.g., "I'm looking 
for someone to fix...;" "Does anyone know of a good dentist, dressmaker, 
plumber, etc." 

• To sell, purchase, or borrow items, e.g. "I have a ticket for.... and would like to 
sell it;" “Can anyone lend me a baby car seat for the weekend, etc.” 

• To discuss common issues with our personal property in order to seek other's 
opinions and share possible solutions. 

The Group is: 

• NOT a public group (It is for Canal Walk residents only) 

• NOT for commercial or political purposes 

• NOT to be used as a soap box or a vehicle to "vent" about the Board, the HOA, or 
the builder. 

 If you are not yet a member and would like to join the Canal Walk Google Group, 
send an email requesting membership to: canalwalk.group@gmail.com 

 For more information or questions, please call Elaine Whelan (732-560-0140), Julie 
Nixon (973-216-4077), or Evelyn Silverstein (732-650-8099). 
 
Submitted by:  Chickie Siegel, Evelyn Silverstein, Elaine Whelan 

 
 
CANAL WALK QUILTERS 
 At our April meeting, the Canal Walk Quilters checked all the quilts they have made 
since September and packed them up to take to Quilts for Kids. We will be heading to 
their headquarters on Tuesday, May 2nd, to deliver them. While there we will tour the 
facility and get an inside look at the work they do. There is no other meeting in May as 
the fourth Monday is Memorial Day. 



 We will have our annual End of the Year Luncheon in June, but more about that next 
month. 
 Happy Stitching  
         Sue Watt 
 
 

 
SUNDAY CINEMA SEASON SIX - COMING ATTRACTIONS: 

• MAY 5, 2019 - The Imitation Game - 2015 BAFTA Best Leading Actor Award  
• JUNE 9, 2019  - Doubt - 2009 Screen Actors Guild Best Actress Award  

 

 
 The seats filled up fast as Canal Walk movie lovers settled in to watch Nebraska on 
April 24.  Marion Yudow moderated Andrew Payne’s award winning film about the 
demographic of older Americans, along with family relationships and misconceptions, as 
it unfolded in the stark black and white landscape of the mid-west.  As usual, an 
outstanding job by Marion of presenting the subtleties of family life.  A lucky ‘winner’ 
won the related movie trivia contest. Delicious gourmet appetizers and desserts kept the 
residents socializing with their neighbors before and after the film. Birthdays are special 
at Sunday Cinema and March birthday residents were celebrated with ‘kisses’ and good 
wishes. 
 Join us on May 5 as the award winning film, The Imitation Game, is presented. The 
movie tells the true story of broken codes - both strategic and social - regarding Alan 
Turing’s decisive contribution of the breaking of the Nazi Enigma code that gave the 
Allied forces an intelligence advantage that helped defeat Germany in World War II.  A 
must see performance by Benedict Cumberbatch is in store for Canal Walk movie lovers. 
 ALL CANAL WALK RESIDENTS ARE WELCOME TO COME TO 
SUNDAY CINEMA to relax, view, socialize and discuss award winning classic, 
documentary and independent films. Sunday Cinema meets each month in the fall, winter 
and spring. We gather in the Ladies Card Room at 1:30 PM for a 2 PM film start. 
 Please check the calendar in the Canal Walk Newsletter, on the Website and Cable 



Station, along with the Clubhouse Lobby poster, for the entire schedule of all the FREE 
upcoming film events. To receive email notices with current information, email Marion 
at myudow@gmail.com. See you at the movies! 
                                                 Marion Yudow and Judy Gottlieb 

 
GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS 
 A group with farm land on Bennetts Lane has proposed an assisted Living facility 
coupled with a barn and Greenhouse. The 15 bed facility will provide care for Dementia 
patients. The Greenhouse and Barn are intended as part of the therapy regime. This 
facility will include an orchard and vineyard. 
 A previous applicant constructing a Hotel and Assisted living facility has asked to 
add a Quick Check gas station. This would be a facility at Easton Avenue, Interstate 287 
and World’s Fair Drive. 
 The Transco/Williams Gas Compressor organization has submitted a request for a 
Dewatering Permit to construct an access road into the Trap Rock Quarry. The Mayor has 
sent a letter to the NJDEP opposing the Generator Station. 
       Submitted by Paul Walitsky 

 
                                                                                                                               
ITCH'N' TO STITCH 
 Our ladies are busy making bears for seriously ill children at St. Peter’s 
Children’s Hospital and scarves for cancer patients at Pro Cure.  Each month we deliver 
30-40 bears and 20 scarves. (see photos)  Come visit us any Thursday from 1 to 3 to see 
our entire collection.   

   
 
 As always, we will accept any yarn or other stitching related products for our 
bears and scarfs projects.  Call me or drop off in the Club House during our meeting time.   
 

Gloria Sipos 

732 535 9160  



  

 

TRIPS 
 

• May 1st- Shen Yun@ NJPAC 

• May 8th-BeetleJuice  @ Winter Garden Theatre 

• May 13th- Harrah’s Casino @ Atlantic City 

• May 15th- To Kill A Mocking Bird @ Shubert Theatre 

• May 23rd- Culinary Institute & FDR Estates @ NY 

• May 29th- Happy Together Tour @ State Theatre 

• May 31st- Yankees vs Red Sox @ Yankee Stadium 

• June 1st
Murder Mystery Dinner Theater Show @ NY 

• June 10th- Yankees vs Mets @ Yankee Stadium 

• June 13th- My Mother’s Italian, My Father’s Jewish & I’m in Therapy @ MPAC 

• June 20th- Beauty & the Beast @ Paper Mill Playhouse 

• June 26th- Lion King @  Minskoff Theatre 

• July 17th-The Prom @ Longacres Theatre 

• July 30th-I Do I Do @ Hunterdon Hills Playhouse 

• Aug. 8th-Moulin Rouge @ Al Hirschfeld Theatre  

• Aug. 14th – Hadestown @Walter Kerr Show 

• Sept. 9-13th- Niagara Falls Trip 
 

Note: 
 
 The following are trips, concerts, shows, places we are considering: 
 *Ms. Doubtfire 
 * The Music Man   
 We are also considering Woodloch Pines (Oct). 
 

 
Reminder to all residents: The first 2 weeks for ALL trips are open to the residents 
only, after that, guests may be invited, unless otherwise noted on the flyer.  All Flyers 
must be time stamped. Please fill out the flyer entirely, and legibly. If your flyer is not 
entirely written out, it will be added to the bottom of the list until we can find the time to 
find the information. Thank you. 

Please look for flyers in the Clubhouse, for our trips and events. 
 
 
Newcomers Book Group: 
 1st Wednesday of each month in Clubhouse library at 7:00 PM 
 All new and old lovers of books & discussions of them are invited to come to any of 
our monthly meetings that take place on the 1st Wed of each month. Our next 
book selection is:  
 May 1st- Sara: The Life and Times of Sara Bernhardt by Robert Gottlieb.  Who was 
this diva of another century, whose name is more than a match for today's celebrities? 



Sara Bernhardt according to Robert Gottlieb's biography.   
 We will be deciding on future book selections, so please join us in May and bring 
along your choices! 
 For further information call Jean -908-803/2250 or email jeanciampa@gmail.com. 
  

         Maralyn Lieberma 

ACTING UP 
    CALENDAR: First Tuesday, 7:30 PM – Freedom Clubhouse 
 Acting UP-- where characters are welcome.  Canal Walk residents gather the first 
Tuesday of each month to read short scripts from plays, radio/TV shows and 
melodramas.  We have a few laughs and contemplate the wonders of the amateur acting 
world. No previous stage experience is needed to join, just an open mind and a wish to 
have fun. In fact, most of us have never been on a formal performance stage before 
joining Acting UP but have overcome great fears to entertain our Canal Walk neighbors.  
Join us in Freedom Clubhouse the first Tuesday of each month @ 7:30 PM 
 For information contact: Bruce Davidson or Marion Yudow.   
       Submitted by Bruce Davidson 

  
WEDNESDAY WALKERS HIKING GROUP  
 Spring is here and it's time to get out there on the trails again! Our first hike this year 
will be May 8th. 
 We walked every Wednesday last year and had good attendance depending on the 
strenuousness of the hike. We met in the main clubhouse parking lot at 8:50 AM and car 
pooled to various trails. To date we have walked on 34 different trails in central New 
Jersey.  
 New Jersey is a beautiful State, and there are many interesting hikes scheduled for 
the coming year. Our plan for each month is to do one easy hike (4 miles of flat walking) 
two moderate hikes (4-5 miles over uneven terrain) and one more difficult (5+ hilly 
miles) this way there is something for everyone. A schedule is emailed one month in 
advance so people can choose the hikes they wish to do. There is no commitment, just 
show up if you feel like doing that day's hike. 
 There were no hikes scheduled for January, February, March or April as many of us 
were away for the winter months. However, if you are interested in being put on the 
mailing list for future schedules and email updates, please 
contactbredamay@hotmail.com. 
 Come on out and join us, it' fun and great exercise. 
         Breda May 

 

GREAT DECISIONS 
 On May 1, the topic will be "U.S. and Mexico." On May 15, the topic will be "State 
of the State Department." The Foreign Policy Association has had great foresight in 
choosing the 2019 topics. See you at 7:30 PM in the Club Room. Everyone is welcome.  
          Merrill Taub 

 

CANAL WALK WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 



 We are studying “Ten Men of the Bible, How God Used Imperfect People to Change 
the World.” As imperfect people ourselves, we can relate to so many of these men, yet 
God used them mightily. This month we will focus on Moses. He surely had some 
amazing encounters that affected the ancient world and set into motion events that still 
reverberate today. As we dig into the scriptures we discover more than we could imagine. 
We meet on Tuesdays in the Club Room from 4:00 to 5:00 pm and welcome all to join us 
at that time. Please contact Gail Tornquist at 908-625-0526 or g.tornquist@comcast.net; 
or Susan Pohli at 732-412-7223 or susiepohli@gmail.com if you would like more 
information. 

          Gail Tornquist 

PICKLEBALL 

 SPRING TRAINING!!!  For those residents wanting to learn how to play 
pickleball, we are once again offering one-hour introductory lessons on Fridays at 1:00 
pm given by our experienced players.  Lessons are by appointment only so you must 
contact Hank Goldenberg or Stan Spector (emails below) to schedule a lesson (paddles 
and balls are supplied).  For the 3rd year, I will be running my beginner 3-day clinic 
which will be held on May 6, 7 &8thfrom 12:30-1:30 pm and you can sign up for any or 
all days.  This year the clinic will be coed so both men and women are welcome.  Please 
contact me for information and if you would like to sign up 
(lagoldenberg@hotmail.com).  
 Many of the people who have learned how to play by taking Friday instruction 
and/or my clinic are now playing regularly.  For our regular players who would like to 
hone their skills, John Spillane will once again be running his Thursday late 
afternoon/evening drilling sessions.  John will be sending out an email to the CW 
Pickleball Google Groupwith information.   

 
 
 Lastly, the Pickleball Steering Committee is proud to announce that it has purchased 
a pickleball pitching machine for the players and we initiated use of the machine in Mid-
April (see pictures above – John Spillane and Vinnie Berman).  Use of the machine is 
being managed by the Steering Committee and we expect it to be a great asset in 
improving everyone’s game and for beginners. As you can see, the Steering Committee is 



very committed to training, so please take advantage of the many free training options 
available. 
 On April 4th, the Steering Committee held a general meeting for all players.  Items 
discussed were the new rotation system for outdoor play, the new pickleball machine and 
training.  For our newer residents, please check with the Clubhouse Office about the CW 
visitor policy for use of the pickleball courts. 
 Our regularly scheduled play is every day from 8:00 am to 12:00 pm and I invite 
everyone interested in playing or spectating to come out to the courts during that time.  
Please contact Hank Goldenberg henryrgold@gmail.com or Stan Spector 
saspector@aol.com if you have any questions regarding pickleball. 
Improve Your World ... Learn Something New ... Play Pickleball!!! 
       Leslie Goldenberg  

       lagoldenberg@hotmail.com201-841-6594 
 
 
CANAL WALK IRISH AMERICAN CLUB 
 
 “Spring is here, then why doesn’t my heart go dancing,” as Ella sang. Well, with the 
sudden changes in temperature in April we should not be surprised.  Hopefully by the 
time you read this, it will really be upon us and we will be waiting for June and summer 
next month! 
 Our first major event for 2019 was the trip to Ellis Island.  More about that next 
month.   
 Here are the rest of the scheduled Club events for the year. 
MAY 16                   Clubhouse Meeting:  Return visit of Henry McNally 
JUNE 11                   Outing to Ocean Grove/Luncheon - Spring Lake Heights 
SEPTEMBER 27     Possible trip to Celtic Fest in Bethlehem, PA, (this date may change) 
OCTOBER 17         Luncheon Outing, (via jitney) Thatcher McGhee’s, Denville 
NOVEMBER 14      Clubhouse Meeting: a speaker on the History of the Development of  
             Irish Cuisine.  More details later in the year.        
DECEMBER 5         Annual Pot Luck Dinner     

 
The Mike Byrne Band playing some Irish tunes on   Courtney Bolger on the bagpipes 

St. Patrick’s Night  



 

 
 Seena Allen, Mary Ann Renzulli, The Leprechaun,   The BagPiper and her lure of the music 

Karen Anderson and Joan Klimpl   

 

 
 As we have mentioned before, should anyone have a suggestion for either an event 
or a guest speaker, please contact Sally Zacharczyk, our busy Cultural/Events 
Coordinator. 
 Flyers are distributed at a meeting and then put into the carousel afterwards for those 
who could not make it. 
 See you on May16 for our annual meeting in the Clubhouse. 
 
        Brigid Murphy Brown 

 

 

SHUTTERBUGS 
 MONTHLY MEETINGS: The subject of the monthly challenge and presentation in 
the March Shutterbugs general meeting was “Hand Tools and Fasteners.”  A sampling of 
the submissions by Monika Jaeger, David Reissman, Jorge Rivera and Renee Howard is 
attached.  Many of the submitted images showed great ingenuity, creativity and good use 
of the camera and photo editing tools.   
 RECENT PHOTOS: Debbie Stuart submitted the attached photo of a certain 
bridge.  Guess which bridge!  



     
       by Debbie Stuart 

 
 PHOTO EVENTS: In early April, some of the Shutterbugs visited the Annual 
Photography Show sponsored by the Association of International Photography Art 
Dealers (AIPAD) at Pier 94 in New York City to view gallery-quality photographs from 
around the world.  Also in April, the  

 
    by Monika Jaeger   by David Reissman 

 



 
    by Jorge Rivera   by Renee Howard 

Shutterbugs went on a photo trip to Longwood Gardens in Pennsylvania to capture 
images of the spring flowers, fountains, and the conservatory.  A photo trip is planned at 
the end of May to the Eastern State Penitentiary, a long-closed prison facility with many 
interesting photo opportunities.   
 SHUTTERBUGS PROJECTS: After observing the empty wall space in the 
Freedom Clubhouse, Jay Wald, a member of the Shutterbugs proposed to the CW HOA 
Board a permanent display of photographs taken by Shutterbugs.  After approval (thanks 
to the HOA Board!), Jay organized the project and led a committee to do the work 
involved.  Many Shutterbugs submitted their images to the committee, making it a 
challenge to select the few to fit in the wall space and budget.  Part of the display, in the 
meeting room, is shown in an attached picture.  All Canal Walk residents are encouraged 
to enjoy the pictures now installed.  The display will be refreshed after the Shutterbugs 
Annual Photo Exhibit in September 2019.  

WORKSHOPS: The Camera Basics Lesson 2 workshops for DSLR camera owners 
were finished during April.  More workshops are planned through the summer.   
 PHOTO TIP: When photographing flowers, look for perfect specimens.  There 
should be no wilted leaves, dirty petals, etc.  There should be a clean background and no 
distracting objects such as botanical signs.  Soft light such as during an overcast day or in 
open shade helps to bring out the best of the flowers. If there is any wind at all, make sure 
the shutter speed is fast enough to avoid motion blur.   

    
 MEMBERSHIP: The Shutterbugs monthly meetings are scheduled for 7:00PM on 
the third Monday of each month (except for December 2019 when there is no meeting)in 
the Ballroom of the CW Clubhouse.  CW residents interested in photography are 
encouraged to join the Shutterbugs.  Membership forms are available from Julie Nixon at 
juliesnixon@gmail.com.   
        Hank Goldenberg 



 
 

Talk of the Walk 
 We accept short entries regarding significant/unusual accomplishments, milestone 

anniversaries and birthdays, births, deaths and acknowledgements.Because most of us 

have children and grandchildren who make us proud of their accomplishments, we will 

only include submissions about them that are extremely significant or unusual. 
• The friends and neighbors of MARGARET AND VERLYN VANHAUTEN of 

Jay's Corner wish to extend their condolences to Margaret and her 
family.  VERLYN, better known as VAN, departed this world on March 16th, 
2019.  He will be missed by all who knew him.   

  

Cultural Arts 
 
 In the beginning....at the opening of the Clubhouse, one of the partners of the 
management company asked me if I would present a few cultural activities?  I replied I 
would do so if I found some people with whom I could work well.  Leona Davidson and 
Sue Nacson magically appeared, followed soon by Evelyn Silverstein (and later Frina 
Toby and Marilyn Strauss who began our receptions when our concerts started). The 
three original women are still my small but marvelous committee members. 
 
 Our first trip to the Pearl Buck House in PA was attended by 36 residents, practically 
all of us living here at that time. While we had no stage, lights, microphones, or piano, we 
also engaged 3 young opera singers to perform a concert.  Standing on the wood dance 
floor with chairs grouped around, the Cultural Arts first season began in September, 
2005. Our second show brought an entertainer who brought his own keyboard.  It was 
apparent that we needed to own our own piano.  Marge Heffernan and I were allowed to 
go to a piano sale at Seton Hall, but the builder gave instructions to spend no more than 
$1500. We said we would just stay home since no piano would cost that small amount. 
He relented, and the end result was a good spinet type instrument which we used for 
several years. One Saturday when Marge was driving to PA, she saw a sign announcing a 
house sale with a free baby grand piano included. She called me to inspect it, and we 
negotiated with the builder's manager to have it delivered to the Clubhouse.  We did 
whatever we could afford to rehab this piano and again used it for a time.  But, after a 
concert, sold out and with people squeezed into the then open balcony to hear Met star 
Ronald Naldi, who graciously agreed to perform here, the accompanist said, "Lucy, if 
you want this caliber artist to come here, you need a good grand." 
  
 We held a fund-raising recital with resident pianists on a Sunday afternoon, at which, 
in addition to individual donations made, the chorus members dug into their pockets and 
gave us a huge check and the Men’s Club did the same.  Since our concerts that year 
made a profit, we were able to purchase a wonderful piano with only a small amount left 
to pay by the HOA board.  We were able, with the generosity of the piano company 
owner to not only have a famous artist pick one for us but have it sent here for approval 
and tuning, at an enormously reduced price.  Today it is loved by all the musicians who 
come here and has earned HOA a fine profit and the ability to attract Broadway stars, fine 



orchestras and Metropolitan Opera singers. Our April concert is our 80th concert and 
more are scheduled until the end of this year. 
 

   
Jeremy Stolle and his accompanist, Arri Lawton Simon   Jeremy Stolle of the “Phantom of the Opera” fame 

 

 
    Some audience participation made the night complete 

 

• JUNE 8- THE EVERLY BROTHERS EXPERIENCE - 
                      STARRING THE ZMED BROTHERS  
 Sing along with Dylan and Zachary Zmed and their 3 backup musicians.  You know 
the words to ByeBye Love, All I Do Is Dream, and When Will I Be loved?  

Hailed by the leaders of the music industry as the ones who influenced the Beatles, Chet 
Atkins and The Rolling Stones, the music of the Everly Brothers continues to charm 
audiences everywhere.  A documentary was recently on PBS about their lives and career.  
 

• JULY 13- SWING INTO SUMMER 
 What could be better on a summer's evening than relaxing to the soft sounds of 
familiar pop songs performed by legendary coronet star Warren Vache, sensational 
fingering on the keyboard by Tomoko Ohno, ballads and jazz vocals by Marty Elkins, 



and composer and recording star Neal Miner on bass? All of the musicians that night are 
international performers who deliver the best of the swing style songs you love. 
 

• SEPTEMBER 21- THE JERSEY TENORS 
 
 "High energy with one hit after the other."  The Herald Review. 
What a program!  The four tenors will perform everything from Big Girls Don' Cry,  

Walk Like a Man from Jersey Boys- to a Sinatra Medley, to Queen's Bohemian 
Rhapsody, to the marvelous Granada, to I Will Always Love You  from the stages of New 
York and Europe. The fantastic variety of these fabulous vocalists dazzles audiences 
everywhere.  Italian love songs meet American classics like Battle Hymn of the Republic 
and a medley of rock/opera greats are all on this program.   Hurry in to buy your tickets 
right after our July concert. 
 

• NOVEMBER 16- THE GYPSY SOUL 
 
 Our earlier mentioned grand piano will be graced by the brilliant, charming, talented 
Min Kwon, Carnegie Hall and European performer, with violin, viola and cello players as 
well.  We are writing a program of well-known exquisite melodies you have heard many 
times before plus a few you may not remember but will be thrilled with when they are 
performed.  The heart of gypsy music is the pulling at one's heart in the dramatic 
arrangements created by Europe's leading composers, and the exciting moments of the 
performers' excellence.  Hungarian Dances everyone has heard, and some fiery excerpts 
by composers whose names you may have forgotten but will recognize when the music 
starts, all promise a concert you will long remember. 
 

        Lucille Taub 

Hadassah 
   CALENDAR: 

 •      May 14:  Monthly meeting includes our annual Membership Celebration. 
 Save the date for a catered dinner by invitation. We will emphasize our Medical 
 Centers, and honor our newest members. 

  •      June 6: NMAJH, Philadelphia. Trip to the National Museum of American  
  Jewish History. Will include a 1½ hour docent led tour of “Sara Berman’s   
 Closet.” Rita Levy, 732-563-0081 has information. 
 

  •      June 9:  “Shrek, The Musical,” Villagers Theater, 2:00 PM, a light-hearted  
  show. Sue Nacson is in charge of theater tickets. Tickets are kept in Clubhouse  
 Carousel. 
 

 Dr. David Planer, a senior interventional cardiologist at Hadassah Medical 
Organization, has played a key role in developing new exploratory methods of treating 
aortic arch aneurysms, a life-threatening condition with limited therapeutic options. Last 
June, Vera Nagovski became the first NEXUS patient of Dr. Planer’s team at Hadassah 
Hospital.  For Nagovski, an x-ray tech who swam three times a week, it started with a 



headache that wouldn’t go away, achy muscles and fatigue.  Over time, it became clear 
that she had an inflammatory disease affecting her aorta, eventually causing a life-
threatening aneurysm more than two and a half inches wide.  She had already undergone 
open-heart surgery, now she faced another dangerous surgery or waiting for a sudden, 
deadly rupture.  Luckily, Nagovski had a third choice, the new stent graft.  Following the 
procedure, Nagovski stated that she feels like a new person.  And we, Canal Walk 
Hadassah members, know that our work and donations help provide the funding for life-
saving research that is shared throughout the world. 
 ShopRite certificates for $25, $50 and $100 are available from Janet Kliger and 
Evelyn Lasky. The certificates can be used at any time and at any ShopRite. It is a “no 
cost to you” way to raise money for our many medical and educational projects. 
 We generally meet on the Second Tuesday evening of the month in the Canal Walk 
Clubhouse. We enjoy theater parties, trips to places of interest in the area, a book club 
and a Lunch ‘n Learn activity. Join us. Membership chairwomen are Marlene Glickman 
and Fran Musler. 

Edna Stone, Communications Committee 

 

Women's Club 
 
May 15 - Karaoke Night 
May 22 - Spring Luncheon at Girasole Restaurant  
June 19 - Annual Pot Luck 
September 18 - TBA 
October 12 - Charity Event Luncheon 
October 16 - “A Spooky Night” 
November 9 - Vendors Fair 
December 7 - Annual Menorah and Tree Lighting Ceremony  
 
 Now that our Super Bowls are over, we look forward to our next charity events - 
our Women’s Club Luncheon and the Vendors Fair.  These are two of our major sources 
to raise money for  Robert Woods Hospital-Somerset, Cardiac Unit.  Each year the 
Women’s Club donates $20,000.00 - plus to this cause.  We look forward to another 
successful year and invite our new residents to join in this worthwhile endeavor. 
 Looking ahead to May, our very own Dave and Joni Schlesinger will present a 
fun filled evening of karaoke.  Join us for laughs, music and of course dessert.  Flyers in 
the lobby. 
 June will be our annual pot luck dinner.  Come and enjoy many ethnic dishes 
from around the world, as well as tried and true favorites.   
 Why do we have sign-up sheets, even if there is no charge for an event?  We need 
a number so we know how many chairs and tables to set up and how much dessert to buy.  
Case in point, for our Christmas Tree and Menorah Lighting Ceremony, more than 60 
people were “no shows.”  Since this event was closed at 200 people, there were many 
empty seats were people who wanted to come were not able.  Also, for our Wine and 
Cheese, 70 people signed up but only 37 attended.  Please, since our community is 



growing and many events are “closed,” if you have signed up and for whatever reason, 
you cannot attend, let someone know so we can fill your seat.  
  If you have not paid your dues yet, there is still time before the late fee kicks in.  
(See below) 
 REMINDER:  Dues for the year are $10 and are due in January.  There will be a 
late fee for dues paid after May 1.  Make check payable to CWHOAAF and earmark 
it WC dues/2019.  Your dues pay for desserts at our meetings, paper goods, 
entertainment, etc.  If you have not paid dues for 2 years you may be dropped from our 
role.  Only members in good standing will be able to attend certain events.  Please pay 
by check only to assure an accurate accounting of payment, write “dues” in the memo 
space and do not staple checks to anything.  Checks can be brought to any meeting or 
dropped off  in the Women’s Club mail box in the office.  If you have any question 
regarding your membership status, please call Karen Anderson at 732 595 5890. 

 
  ON BEHALF OF THE CANAL WALK WOMEN'S CLUB, MARY JO AND 
I WISH TO THANK JOANNE PERZI AND NINA PERZI, PRESIDENTS OF 
OUR MONTHLY MEETINGS, FOR THE OUTSTANDING JOB THEY DO 
EACH MONTH.  IN ADDITION, WE ARE TRULY GRATEFUL FOR THEIR 
TIME AND EFFORT THAT THEY COMMIT TO OUR EVENTS. PRODUCING 
THESE EVENTS IS A LOT OF WORK BUT, WITH THE HELP AND 
COOPERATION OF THE VOLUNTEERS AND THE COMMUNITY, CANAL 
WALK STAFF, LOCAL MERCHANTS, AND OUR MEMBERS WHO 
PREPARED SOUP AND DESSERT, MADE IT MORE SUCCESSFUL THAN WE 
HAD ANTICIPATED. 
 ONCE AGAIN, OUR SOUPER BOWL IS MORE THAN A CHARITY, IT IS 
A TESTAMENT TO OUR DEDICATION AND COMMITMENT TO OUR 
COMMUNITY 
  SINCERELY, 
      FRAN RUGGIERO 

      MARYJO GAUGHAN 

      CO-PRESIDENTS 

      CHARITY EVENTS                                               
 
 
 
Grandparents’ Group 
 



 
 

    
 
 On Sunday, April 11, fifty grandchildren and their grandparents had a rollicking 
good time at our Springtime Celebration as evidenced from some of the attached photos.  
Thank you, Elmo Bunny for making a special appearance! 
        Nina Pesc 

Veterans’ Club 



 On Saturday, May 25th, the Canal Walk Veterans’ Club presents their Annual 
Memorial Day Service and Picnic, which begins at 11:30AM, located at the foot of the 
flagpole in front of the Main Clubhouse.  All Canal Walk residents are welcome.  
Following the Service, the Picnic is located at poolside, with additional seating in the 
Ballroom of the Main Clubhouse, and will run from 12:30PM-3:00PM.  For your 
convenience, registered guests to the Picnic will be issued wristbands before entering the 
pool area or Ballroom.  Aside from a menu featuring tasty and freshly cooked summer 
food, salads, watermelon, dessert, coffee and tea, guests will be entertained by “DJ Mel” 
who will provide music for both your listening and dancing pleasure.  BYOB, but 
please….. no glass containers.     

     Sam Pesce, Commander    

 

Operation Shoebox NJ 

     On this Memorial Day, we pause to remember those gallant and selfless soldiers, 
sailors, marines and airmen who served and sacrificed their lives for this great country of 
ours.  They were “in the service” for all of us so that we could breathe the fresh air of 
liberty today.  Service to our country is timeless and the grandchildren of those fallen 
heroes are still “serving” our country and knowing well that “freedom is not free.”  
     Operation Shoebox NJ plays an important role serving those who continue to serve us.  
This all-volunteer, non-profit organization continues to need on-going public support, 
whether helping at a community packing, or by donations of food and toiletries or by 
your financial contributions.  Speaking personally, packages from “home” remind our 
service personnel that someone back there still cares.  Operation Shoebox NJ cares!          

Sam Pesce for Operation Shoebox NJ 
 

 
Men’s Club 
MEN’S CLUB CALENDAR 

 

     
  Vinnie Brun appreciated for his “Beatles” presentation by John Tarantino and David Gelfand 

 
May 13:  We will be entertained once gain by John Kenrick who recently gave us an in-
depth look at Mel Brooks’ life and the comedic genius that he is.  He’s back and will talk 
about another famous comedian – Sid Caesar.  Come and be entertained.  Laughter 



guaranteed.    
 
June 10:  For this meeting, we will have Ms. Deb Kitzoff who will talk about the very 
important topic on Medicare Options.  You may be on the fence or thinking of changing 
your Medicare coverage.  Now’s the time to get your questions answered to get clarity on 
the choices you make. 
 
July 8:  Our Annual Summer BBQ begins at 6:30 PM after a brief business meeting.  
Prior to the BBQ, we will be conducting our Summer Food Bank Drive. The van from 
the Franklin Food Bank will be stationed by the Clubhouse to receive donations.  The 
entire Canal Walk Community is invited to participate in this endeavor.  Financial 
donations will also be collected at that time.  Checks can be made out to Franklin Food 
Bank.  Your usual generosity is very much appreciated. 
 
TEE TIME: 
 July 8 – 12:  The Canal Walk Ryder Cup (men and women).  A rematch between the 
Pinstripers and the Over the Hill Gang, both teams subject to additions and deletions 
based on availability.  Format to be a two-person scramble.  Pizza party at Freedom 
Clubhouse on Friday night, July 12, and $10 per person. 
 July 24:  The Canal Walk Memorial Outing to remember those friends who have 
gone on to the 19th hole.  This year’s event will be at Heron Glen – a modified shotgun 
start, “A,” “B” and “C” flights, scramble format and Italian buffet lunch at about $ 100. 
 August 20, 21 and 22:  The Fifth Annual Somerset Walkers Cup (men and women).  
Course to be determined.  Format to include singles, scramble and best ball.  Entry fee of 
$10 for the party. 
 September 25:  The Fall Outing will again be held at the Royce Brook on the East 
Course with a modified shotgun start, “A,” “B” and “C” flights, scramble format and 
Italian buffet lunch.  Cost to be about $100. 
 
        Ron Lerner 
 
SOFTBALL 
 
 The 2019 softball schedule has been posted in the April edition of the Newsletter.  
Please refer to it so you can watch some exciting games played by your CW softball 
team. 
 STILL WANTED:  all able-bodied men.  If you can walk, run, catch and throw a 
softball (without hurting yourself), you’re our man.  Call me if you have any questions. 
 
        Frank Spataro 
        732-319-2114 
 
 
 
 
FRANKLIN FOOD BANK 



 
News Flash!  The Franklin Food Bank relocated to its new location at 224 Churchill 

Avenue, Somerset, NJ 08873.   
 
This is an on-going year-round drive to donate food items only.  The Food Bank does not 
accept clothing, discarded bulbs (the Men’s Club is no longer recycling these so you have 
to recycle your own to Home Depot or Loewe’s) or any non-food items.  Some of these 
have been found in the Blood bank bin in the Cloakroom. 
 
EYES FOR THE NEEDY 
 If you have prescription or even non-prescription glasses you no longer need or use, 
please bring these to the Cloakroom where you can drop these in a container specified for 
this purpose.  We will find new life for these otherwise discarded items.  From the onset 
of this program, 253 pairs of eyeglasses have already been collected and donated.  Keep 
them coming. 
        Bob Cohen 

 
RETIRED SMOKE ALARMS 
 If and when you replace your smoke/CO2 alarms, these should be recycled.  Due to 
the materials that make up these detectors, these require proper and responsible disposal.  
Please drop your “retired” detectors in the box at the Cloakroom in the Clubhouse.  To-
date, 32 smoke alarms have been recycled. 
 
        Bob Morris  
 
CARE COMMITTEE 
 We CARE.  And we are here for you.  If you have any life-changing events, let us 
know.   
 
        Stan Schneider 
        717-574-1807 
DUES AND MEMBERSHIP 

 If you still have not paid your 2019 dues, we may consider you delinquent and 
therefore not interested in being a member in good standing.  Please attend to this matter 
as soon as you can. 
 Not yet a member?  Enrollment is open all year round for new members.  Call John 
Tarantino at (908-400-1014) for more information.  Come join us at our next meeting 
(every second Monday of the month) and bring a neighbor who’s also thinking of joining.  
If your “recruit” joins, you will be entitled to five 50/50 tickets during that meeting.  You 
can also find out more about us by going to our website at http://canalwalkhoa.com/. 
         Jay del Prado 

 
 

 
 
Italian American Club 



CALENDAR 
 
May 4 Kentucky Derby Horse Racing 
May 6 Monthly Meeting 
May 18 Spring Fling Dance 
 

 On Tuesday, March 19, we celebrated St. Joseph’s Day with our pastry night.  In 
addition to delicious Italian pastries we collected two suv’s filled with canned goods for 
the Manville Food Bank and our 50/50 netted $260 in Walmart gift card for the needy.   
On Wednesday, March 27, we made a jitney trip to Brook Hollow Winery for a wine 
tasting followed by an afternoon snack at Pizza and Pasta... 

 
At St. Joseph’s Night - nothing but desserts    “Yummy dessert.  But where’s the food?!?!” 

 

 
    At the Brookdale Winery   “Good wine.  But where’s the food?" 

 
 On Wednesday, April 10, we went to The Hunterdon Playhouse by jitney to see 
“Take Me Away.”. It was a terrific play and included a delicious lunch and wonderful 
desserts.  
 “The Birth of Rock and Roll” show on Friday April 26 took us back in time to 1956 
with a DJ named Alan Freed as he brings the music to the Brooklyn Paramount. Joey G is 



a talented writer and performer and it was a terrific show.We had a terrific response,and 
everyone enjoyed the presentation. 
 We have several events planned for May and June with more to come in the 
following months.  
 A day trip to West Point, including a boat ride up the Hudson River and a buffet 
lunch at the historic Thayer Hotel is scheduled for Wednesday, June 12 and should be a 
wonderful trip... 
 Be sure to check your email, and the Clubhouse for flyers. Our membership has 
grown in the last couple of years, so please act quickly if there is something you want to 
attend. Members who attend our monthly meeting will get preference on all jitney trips.  
 Please remember that all our profits from activities go to our annual scholarship fund for 
girls and boys from local high schools. In June we intend to have a Scholarship Awards 
night where we meet the students and their parents and present their awards. Without 
support from our membership the number of scholarships will be reduced. 

 
NOTICE: Due to our increasing membership, effective January 2018 all of our 
future events will be MEMBERS ONLY to allow all members to participate. Annual 
dues is $15 if paid by May 1and $20 thereafter.  NEW MEMBERSHIP IS $25 PER 
PERSON AND WE EXPECT BOTH FAMILY MEMBERS TO JOIN. ONLY PAID 
MEMBERS WILL BE ALLOWED TO ATTEND MEMBERS ONLY EVENTS. Please 
fill out a Membership form found in the office at the Clubhouse. Please include your 
email address and phone number with your check payable to CWHOAAF and write 
membership in the memo line and place in the Italian American mailbox. 
         Ciao,  
         Mike Palmieri 
 

NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE 
 The Canal Walk Newsletter is published monthly to keep the residents informed 

about events at Canal Walk. 

 We accept articles submitted by Canal Walk Residents subject to the following 

guidelines: 

 We do not accept any articles expressing political or religious opinions. 

  We do not accept any articles that resemble an editorial. 

 We do not accept any articles that advertise for profit. 

 Paid advertising is available through our Publisher, About Our Town. 

 The deadline for all material is the 9th of the previous month by 6 PM.  Please submit 
your articles on time.  All submissions must be emailed with the author clearly stated. 
The deadline for the June Newsletter will beMay9th by 6 PM. LATE ARTICLES 
WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. 
 Please send us articles about past events as well as future plans for your group or 
club.  In addition, send photos to Jay Del Prado to go with your articles. 
 
Items for Talk of the Walk and Recipes should be sent to Ellen Catalina at 

ellencatalina11@gmail.com. 
 
 Home Hints sent to Jeff Shpiner at opticsjs@gmail.com 



 
Club Activities and Announcements and Poetry sent to Susan Smith at 
lhssps@comcast.net. 
 
Staying Healthy sent to Nina Pesce at pesnia2@yahoo.com. 

 

Meet Your Resident Artist/Neighbor sent to Frank Catalina atfecatalina@gmail.com 

 

Photos sent to Jay Del Prado at jaydimm@comcast.net 

 

Suggestions for Anil’s articles sent to Anil Nirody at anilnirody@hotmail.com 

 
 All articles received by any member of the Committee are acknowledged either by 
email or phone.   
 Please note: If you didn't get a confirmation, it means that we didn't get it. 
Carry-overs will not be included. You must submit a new article each month. 
 We reserve the right to edit, condense, or reject submitted material. 
 Do NOT submit serious looking material from the Internet unless it has first been 
checked as authentic with Snopes.com or a similar web-checking site.  
     Susan, Ellen, Nina, Frank, Jay, Jeff, Anil 

 
 Living and Working in Africa and the Middle East 
 Vijay Bhairappa is a pediatrician who worked in Zambia, England and Saudi Arabia 

before practicing for twenty years in New York City and in New Philadelphia, Ohio. After 

retiring four years ago, he and his wife Sheela moved to Canal Walk. This is what they 

told me about what it was like to live in these disparate societies. 

 Our first stop abroad was in 1975, in Mansa, a provincial capital in Zambia. The 
landscape there was a surprise- unspoiled, lots of greenery, trees and lakes. Quite 
different from our mental image of Africa. Zambia had been the northern part of the 
British colony of Rhodesia and gained independence in 1964, only eleven years earlier. 
The British regime had been primarily interested in the colony’s large copper reserves 
and the Zambians were ill prepared for independence. Very poor, mostly uneducated and 
unskilled, most of them eked out a meager existence by subsistence farming. Almost 
everything was imported. There were no buses, no means of transportation; we were very 
glad for our VW beetle. The locals were nice, simple people, happy, and honest though 
servants had a unique idea about property and helped themselves freely to food in the 
fridge. They were hard working and hardy. Pregnant women sometimes walked 5 miles 
to the hospital, delivered their babies , rested for an hour and walked back home. The 
local diet consisted of a cornmeal porridge (N’shima), vegetables and, occasionally, eggs 
or meat. The country was almost 100% Christian and people were amazed to learn that 
there were religions other than own. We were charmed by their curiosity when they 
found we were Hindus. So tolerant. The medical staff at the hospital was multinational 
and we all got along well. Between work, socializing, growing our own vegetables and 
visiting scenic spots like Victoria Falls the years passed quickly. We particularly enjoyed 
our trips to national parks to see the abundant wildlife. Lions, leopards, cheetahs, 
elephants, rhinos, and our favorites: giraffes with their shiny skin and melting eyes. Not 



nice were the huge crocodiles in the rivers and rampant diseases like malaria, yellow 
fever and sickle cell anemia. One thing we would like to forget is the car accident on our 
way back from a trip. The car turned over three times and came to rest upside down. 
Miraculously, no one was hurt. Passersby quickly righted the car and we were on our 
way, after thanking them and our lucky stars. Life was pleasant and we have fond 
memories of Zambia and its people. Initially, Kenneth Kaunda, the President at the time, 
was forward looking and instituted many good programs. However, things didn’t go well 
for Zambia later. Hopefully, the emergence of wildlife tourism, tourist magnets like 
Victoria Falls and the discovery of deposits of cobalt and other industrial minerals, coal 
and precious stones bode well for the future. 
 From Zambia, we went to England where we spent four years (1979-1983) in 
Birmingham and Manchester. Since many of you are familiar with life in England, we 
will move on to Saudi Arabia where Vijay worked at the USAF facilities in Jeddah and in 
the air force base at Khamis Mushayat between 1984 and 2000. In both places, we stayed 
in walled compounds and mingled only with other ex-pats. It was like living in a “golden 
prison”. The money was good, there were no taxes, and gasoline was ridiculously cheap. 
The big cities had skyscrapers like those in NYC and shops at the malls were well 
stocked with foreign goods. Everything was imported except for dates and petroleum. 
Jeddah and the coastal areas were relatively liberal; expat ladies did not have to keep 
their faces covered except during Ramadan. This was unlike Riyadh where the dress code 
was strictly enforced. Locals, of course, had to wear burghas all the time. 
 
Because of the restrictions that the Saudis place on women, it was impossible to mingle 
with locals or develop friendships with them. We mingled entirely with other expats, 
meeting locals only at work or when shopping. In sixteen years, we had no Saudi friends. 
Leisure activities were within the compound and consisted mainly of movies, videos, 
computer games, bridge and tennis. The weather was swelteringly hot much of the year 
but cold in winter. Surprisingly, we found the desert very beautiful. When the weather 
was not too hot, four of us expat families would travel deep into the desert in a convoy of 
SUVs, with ample stocks of food, water and gasoline. Several times we met Bedouin (the 
name means “desert dwellers”), nomadic tribesman who are camel herders and sheep 
herders. They are a proud people and fierce fighters but they treated us with courtesy and 
hospitality. Once we were caught in a sandstorm (a frightening experience) and the sand 
pitted the car bodies and the windshields while we cowered inside the vehicles. We also 
drove to the Red Sea and camped there on weekends, enjoying diving and swimming 
among the schools of fish.  
 These were the good times but life in Saudi Arabia was very restrictive and we had 
to be very cautious at all times. One incident illustrates this all too well: We had stopped 
at a red light when a car driven by a Saudi rear ended our stationary vehicle. The police 
who came to the scene insisted that it was our fault because had our car not stopped, there 
would not have been an accident. They brushed aside our protests that we had to stop 
because of the red light. Things would have gone badly for us had it not been for our 
connection with the USAF. There is a strict hierarchy in Saudi Arabia. In case of a 
dispute, the Saudis are #1, followed in succession by Americans, British, Europeans, 
Japanese and Koreans, Asian Muslims and, at bottom, other Asians. Foreigners are 
prohibited from the holy cities of Mecca and Medina and road signs on the approach 



roads proclaim “Muslims Only.” And as for religions other than Islam, they can be 
practiced only within the home and secretively at that. We were happy when the time 
came to leave Saudi Arabia for America. 
 Our first two years in NYC were hard as Vijay had to do his U.S. residency but then, 
and ever since, living here has been a joy. How wonderful to live in a society of laws and 
not have to be constantly on guard! New York City is our favorite city in the whole world 
(even London doesn’t compare). Later, New Philadelphia OH gave us a taste of small 
town life. Now, we are spending our retirement years in Canal Walk. 
About post-retirement life… 

Vijay said: Travel is important to both of us and we continued to travel even after we 
moved to Canal Walk. However, our trip to Antarctica last year marked the last item on 
our bucket list of places we wanted to see. Now is our time to give back and to travel 
inward. When I was growing up, I had a difficult time funding my education and so am 
particularly attracted to educational causes.  This is also the time for family and friends. 
Sheela adds: Our son and his family live nearby and we enjoy being part of our 
granddaughters’ lives. We have a good circle of friends in Canal Walk and between 
socializing, going for long walks in Colonial Park, attending spiritual discourses, 
exercising and swimming and other hobbies, the days pass very quickly. Life is good. 
By Sheela and Vijay Bhairappa as told to Anil Nirody 

 

Staying Healthy -  
Staying Healthy 
    SO YOU, TOO, CAN BE A STAR! 
 
 Now here’s a story that will boost your endorphins and put a spring into your step.  
We hear a lot about the negative effects of things like Instagram, Twitter, Facebook and 
YouTube, robbing us of our privacy and stalking our grandkids.  Well, there really are 
some positives, as I noted in the March/April issue of The Magazine AARP. 

 It seems that some very special grandkids out there are helping some “older folk” to 
become Stars…yes!…Stars! 

Take for example, the story entitled, “Dazzling After 90!”  Helen Ruth Elam Van 
Winkle, 90 was lying by a pool in jean shorts and a tie-dye shirt.  Her great-
granddaughter said, “Granna, you look so cute in that outfit.  Let me take a picture.”  
Helen flashed a peace sign and the girl posted it online.  Within a week, 3.8 million 
Instagram followers shared that photo.  Within a month, companies started calling, 
wanting her to wear their products.  The more photos her great-granddaughter posted of 
her in outlandish outfits, the more crazy opportunities she got, from modeling to meeting 
pop stars.  Helen says in this article, “But my favorite reaction is from older people who 
see what I’m doing and feel inspired.  So many folks give up on growing and changing.  
But now people come up and say, “I’m 79, and I wear funny sunglasses because of you.”   
 You, who know me, can only imagine how enthralled I was by reading this article.  
By the way, 
if you want to pursue this, I have a whole lot of bins with “funny sunglasses” and way 
more! 
 The very next page in the magazine was an article about a 21 year old grandson, 
Kevin Droniak, who started making videos of his grandma, Lillian Droniak, without her 



knowing it and uploading them to YouTube.  He feels that his grandmother has “too 
much personality to keep it just in the family.”  Lillian says in the article, “I knew 
something was up.  People stated recognizing me.  After a while, I was like, what is 
going on here?”  When Kevin confessed, his grandmother thought it was great and that 
she was now famous all over Connecticut, where they live.  Kevin replied, “All over the 
world, Grandma!”  Now isn’t that amazing? 
 Last, but, by no means least, I regret I missed this one. There was a six-part series 
which debuted on Valentine’s Day.  It was an AARP Studios’ original series entitled: 

DATE MY GRANDMA.  Grandchildren, accompanied by their parents, interviewed three 
potential suitors, then picked a lucky winner and helped plan the date.  The grandparents 
went along, in part, “to help their grandkids gain some insights into looking for love.”  
The project addressed the AARP goal of helping those struggling with social isolation. 
 Well, there you have it, folks.  There’s a life for you out there in cyberspace.  So put 
on those “funny sunglasses” and you, too, can be a star!   
        Nina Pesce 
 

The Animal Corner 
 

 
 
WHY IS FIDO COUGHING? Is it kennel cough? Just as human colds may be caused 
by many different viruses, kennel cough itself can have multiple causes. One of the most 
common culprits is a bacterium called Bordetella bronchiseptica m - which is why kennel 
cough is often called Bordetella. Most dogs that become infected with Bordetella are 
infected with a virus at the same time. These viruses, which are known to make dogs 



more susceptible to contracting Bordetella infection, include canine distemper virus, 
canine adenovirus, canine herpes virus, parainfluenza virus and canine reovirus.  Dogs 
"catch" kennel cough when they inhale bacteria or virus particles into their respiratory 
tract. Factors include: exposure to crowded and/or poorly ventilated conditions, such as 
are found in many kennels and shelters; cold temperatures; exposure to dust or cigarette 
smoke; or travel - induced stress. Although most cases of kennel cough will resolve 
without treatment, medications may speed recovery or minimize symptoms during the 
course of infection. These include antibiotics that target Bordetella bacteria and cough 
medicines. You may also find that keeping your dog in a well-humidified area and using 
a harness instead of a collar, especially for dogs that strain against a leash, will minimize 
the coughing. Most dogs with kennel cough recover completely within three weeks, 
though it can take up to six weeks in older dogs or those with other medical conditions. 
Because serious, ongoing kennel cough infection can lead to pneumonia, be sure to 
follow up with your vet if your dog doesn't improve within the expected amount of time. 
Also, if your dog at any time has symptoms of rapid breathing, not eating, or listlessness, 
contact your vet right away, as these could be signs of more serious conditions. Click on 
www.pets.webmd.com for more info on this article.  
 FIGHT FLYING FOES. Spring is here, windows are open and you’ll hear a yelp or 
yowl if Fido is attacked by a bee, yellow jacket, wasp, or hornet. Caulk cracks around 
windows, doors, and attics, and watch out for burrows where these insects build nests. 
Long-range aerosol sprays can get rid of unwanted pests. If your dog gets stung, scrape 
out the stinger. Apply a paste of baking soda and water, then ice the area. An OTC 
antihistamine, in the right dose for his weight, may also be needed (call your vet for the 

right amount). But go straight to the vet if he has trouble breathing or lots of swelling. 
Compiled from www.aspca.org. 

 WHY ARE THERE SO MANY RECALLS OF PET FOOD?  This new recall of 
Hill’s Pet Nutrition (Prescription Diet and Science Diet) is just another in a long list of 
pet food that could harm Fido and Fluffy.  (Thanks to super animal lover and sweet 

Rudy’s human mom, Paula Zevin, for info on the Hill’s recall.)This particular recall with 
high levels of vitamin D can lead to serious health issues in dogs, including kidney 
dysfunction.  Considering the size of the pet food market ($30 billion), there are bound to 
be recalls.  With the mass production systems in the manufacture of any food product, the 
threat of accidental contamination is a constant concernfrom mold, insects or chemicals. 
But the recall manner in which pet owners are notified is still a work in progress.  Some 
pet food companies will use wording like ‘voluntary retrieval’ instead of ‘recall’ - it’s the 
same thing.   This is the age of the internet - of global community - of sharing 
information openly - and honestly. Pet owners talk - and we talk a lot, reading blogs and 
meeting on online forums and social networks. So what can we expect as responsible pet 
parents of pet food manufacturers? How about speedy notification for every pet food 
recall, access to immediate public posting of the recall details on the internet, and use of 
the word ‘recall’ in all the communications?  In the meantime, each and every time we 
purchase new pet food, do a fast click on www.fda.gov (or 
www.fda.gov/animalveterinary/safetyhealth/recallswithdrawals - which takes you right to 
pet food recalls), to check before you buy Fido or Fluffy’s dinner. Just my thoughts on 
keeping our furry family members a little safer. What do you think? Text me at 
bagelsandhoney@comcast.net. 



 THE FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP ANIMAL SHELTER (a no-kill shelter) provides 
food and care for the animals waiting for their forever homes. Want to help? The Shelter 
is always in need of dry/wet dog/puppy/cat/kitten food, KMR kitten milk replacer, clean 
and worn towels/blankets/sheets, paper towels/sponges, flea medications, Q-Tips, catnip, 
laundry detergent/dish soap/bleach, heating pads w/o auto shutoff, pet toys and of course, 
monetary donations for a tax contribution receipt are warmly welcomed. NO 
DONATION IS TOO SMALL. The Shelter is open: Tuesday - Friday, noon to 3 PM and 
Saturday noon - 6 PM, and is located at the Municipal Complex on Demott Lane (732-
873-2500, ext. 6255). The outside donation bin is always available when the Shelter is 
closed. There’s also a donation box inside the Franklin Township Library - feed your 
mind and an animal at the same time! If you cannot get to the Shelter, please contact me 
for help in getting your donated items to the Shelter at (732) 356-0023 or at 
bagelsandhoney@comcast.net. The Shelter appreciates Canal Walk residents’ consistent 
generous contributions and so do the animals.  Thank you for caring and sharing. 
        Judy Gottlieb 

         

 

Home Hints 
Where's that beeping noise coming from? 
 
  It took a little while to figure out it was coming from the garage. When I went into 
the garage without turning on the lights the red light on the Verizon cable box was 
obvious. It said "replace battery," so I did. (We have FIOS for TV, internet and 
phone) The battery was easy to remove, and when I searched online I found that I could 
buy a new one from Verizon for $45. But, there must have been 20 other brands available 
for prices as low as $15. I bought one in the middle price range, got it a few days later, 
and installed it in just a few minutes. Flash forward three years and there's that same beep 
again. This time I spent some time trying to figure out what part of the service wasn't 
working and couldn't find anything wrong. So, it was time to call Verizon and find out 
what that battery was for. After a bit of a wait a nice man in tech support asked if we had 
any hard wired phones. He explained that during a power failure none of our WIRELESS 
phones would work, but our old style HARD WIRED phones would work for up to four 
hours if this battery was replaced. He also said that most cell phones would work if the 
cell towers were not affected by the power failure. Since we haven't had a blackout since 
hurricane Sandy, I decided not to replace the battery, and I guess we're just living on the 
edge. As far as I know this applies to Comcast and all other providers too, so when the 
battery dies you have to decide if you want to replace it. If you are not going to, then 
disconnect and remove the old one to stop the beeping.  It is recyclable so dispose of it 
properly. I put mine out with the recycling and made sure it was in plain view. The 
recycling truck picked it up the next day. 
Jeff Shpiner  

 

 
 
 



Potpourri, Jokes, Food for Thought 
 
SAD NEWS FROM MINNESOTA 
 The Pillsbury Doughboy died yesterday of a yeast infection and trauma 
complications from repeated pokes in the belly. He was 75.  
Doughboy was buried in a lightly greased coffin. 
Dozens of celebrities turned out to pay their respects, including Mrs. Butterworth, 
Hungry Jack, the California Raisins, Betty Crocker, the Hostess Twinkies, and Captain 
Crunch. The grave site was piled high with many flours. 
Aunt Jemima delivered the eulogy and lovingly described Doughboy was a man who 
never knew how much he was kneaded. 
Born and bread in Minnesota, Doughboy rose quickly in show business, but his later life 
was filled with turnovers. He was not considered a very smart cookie, wasting much of 
his dough on half-baked schemes. 
Despite being a little flaky at times, he still was a crusty old man and was considered a 
positive roll model for millions. 
Dough is survived by his wife Play Dough, three children: John Dough, Jane Dough and 
Dosey Dough, plus they had one in the over. He is also survived by his elderly father, 
Pop Tart. 
The funeral was held at 3:50 for about 20 minutes. 
If you smiled while reading this, please rise to the occasion and pass it on to someone 
having a crumbly day and kneading a lift. 

 
 

Children Are Quick 
 
TEACHER: Why are you late?  
STUDENT: Class started before I got here. 
 
TEACHER: John, why are you doing your math multiplication on the floor? 
JOHN: You told me to do it without using tables. 
 
TEACHER: Glenn, how do you spell 'crocodile?' 
GLENN: K-R-O-K-O-D-I-A-L' 
TEACHER: No, that's wrong 
GLENN: Maybe it is wrong, but you asked me how I spell it. 
(I Love this child) 
 
TEACHER: Donald, what is the chemical formula for water? 
DONALD: H I J K L M N O.  
TEACHER: What are you talking about? 
DONALD:  
Yesterday you said it's H to O. 
 
TEACHER: Winnie, name one important thing we have today that we didn't have ten 



years ago 
WINNIE: Me! 
 
TEACHER: Glen, why do you always get so dirty? 
GLEN: Well, I'm a lot closer to the ground than you are.  
 
TEACHER: "George Washington not only chopped down his father's cherry tree, but also 
admitted it. 
Now, Louie, do you know why his father didn't punish him?" 
LOUIS: "Because George still had the axe in his hand?"  
 
TEACHER: Now, Simon, tell me frankly, do you say prayers before eating? 
SIMON: No sir, I don't have to, my Mum is a good cook. 
 
 
TEACHER: Clyde, your composition on 'My Dog' is exactly the same as your brother's. 
Did you copy his? 
CLYDE: No, sir. It's the same dog. 
(I want to adopt this kid!!!) 
 
TEACHER: Harold, what do you call a person who keeps on talking when people are no 
longer interested? 
HAROLD: A teacher 
        submitted by Jay del Prado 

 
 
BRITISH HUMOUR IS DIFFERENT 
These are classified ads, which were actually placed in U.K. Newspapers. 
 
FREE YORKSHIRE TERRIER.   
8 years old,  
Hateful little bastard. 
Bites! 
 
FREE PUPPIES   
1/2 Cocker Spaniel, 1/2 sneaky neighbour's dog. 
 
FREE PUPPIES.  
Mother is a Kennel Club registered German Shepherd.     
Father is a Super Dog, able to leap tall fences in a single bound. 
 
COWS, CALVES: NEVER BRED.   
Also 1 homosexual bull for sale. 
 
JOINING NUDIST COLONY!     
Must sell washer and dryer £100. 



 
WEDDING DRESS FOR SALE ...   
Worn once by mistake. 
Call Stephanie 
 
FOR SALE BY OWNER.   
Complete set of Encyclopaedia Britannica, 45 volumes. 
Excellent condition, £200 or best offer No longer needed, got married, wife knows everything. 

        Submitted by Jay del Prado 

 

 
THEATRICAL REVIEWS 
  
 Jez Butterworth's newest play, The Ferryman opened on Broadway after an extended 
one year run in London where it received numerous Oivier Awards, basically rave 
reviews and where it continues to run. The reviews here were equally favorable, and 
words like "ravishing," "searing," "epic," and "fiercely gripping" are sprinkled about 
freely in virtually all of them. My wife and I and some friends saw the play and I'm here 
to tell you that all the accolades were richly merited. The play, at least in my not so 
humble opinion, is sensational. 
 The story is set in Northern Ireland in the early 1980's during the most recent period 
containing what is referred to, in understatement, as "the troubles." It was a time when 
Maggie Thatcher was in office and various IRA and other resistance groups were 
involved in violence and mayhem, many of their members in prison after undergoing 
trials before secret juries. In particular, one group, led by Bobby Sands, were engaged in 
a hunger strike to force the British to classify them as political prisoners, rather than 
simple criminals. Nine of them died of hunger in prison as a result. 
 The play opens in an alley in what is carefully referred to as "Derry" rather than the 
Anglo-Irish-preferred "Londonderry." This scene is referred to in the program as a 
"prologue" and in a few short minutes establishes the key fact that leads to everything 
that follows: the body of a man named Seamus Carney, who disappeared 10 years ago, 
has been found in a peat bog. Up to this time, the fate of the disappeared Seamus was 
unknown. Hope survived in his family that he had simply run away to escape the wrath of 
the IRA to whom, it was rumored, he was an informant. This information is provided 
through a brief conversation between an obviously feared IRA commander and a Catholic 
priest. The walls of the alley are smeared with graffiti, the most prominent the name, 
"Bobby," an obvious reference to the martyred Bobby Sands, who had by that time died 
in the hunger strike. 
 The scene then moves to the farm of Quinn Carney, brother of the unfortunate 
Seamus. That farmhouse becomes the only set for the rest of the play which runs for three 
hours and fifteen minutes, although you will sit through that period enjoying every 
minute and not wish it a second shorter. And what a location that farmhouse is, a home 
for an entirely engaging cast of characters, the Carney family, old and young, and a slow 
witted English worker who landed there by happenstance as a youth and stayed for years. 
 These characters are remarkably well-played by a cast of approximately 30 actors, 
not to mention a live goose and a rabbit. Almost half the actors on the stage are 16 or 



under and these children add life and verve to the household as well as humor. Yes, there 
is much humor in this play notwithstanding the grimness of its major concerns. The 
dialogue is wonderfully written, terse, powerful, witty and engaging. And each character 
remains true to his or her particular personhood. The performances of all are exceptional. 
 The play is about the terrible legacy of hatred and violence throughout the tragic 
history of the Irish people, about the cost inflicted on those people, even those with no 
desire to participate in it. But that is just one thing it's about. It's also about tensions and 
conflicts within families, about the often dashed expectations of life and about personal 
loss. It's about secrets coming to light. 
 The main characters are Quinn Carney, his seemingly often ill wife, Mary, his sister 
in law Caitlin, Seamus's unwitting widow, who has lived with the family during the 10 
years of her husband's absence, their children and some interesting, oft opinionated old 
folk. Caitlin is seen as essentially running the household, along with her brother in law 
Quinn. The frequent absences of Quinn's wife, Mary, from the busy household is a tip off 
that something is wrong here. Frequent bitter but humorous arguments erupt between the 
genial drunkard, Aeneid-quoting Uncle Patrick, and his English-hating, IRA supporting 
sister, Aunt Pat. Wheelchair bound Aunt Maggie is uncommunicative except at rare times 
when she suddenly becomes animated, delighting the youngsters with bloody and scary 
stories or Delphi like prophecies.  The action takes place at the time of the harvest, with 
friends and family coming to the farm to help with the harvest and to participate in the 
annual harvest feast. It becomes obvious early on that the aforementioned IRA 
commander will also make an appearance there, for what reason we don't know, but one 
that seems ominous. 
 This play has everything: terrific dialogue, great performances, suspense, personal 
and familial conflict, human interest, the airing of profound moral issues and an 
astonishing ending. It is a tremendously powerful example of the true theater experience. 
At least two reviews I saw compared it, as a type, to August Osage County, another play 
of family conflict and revelation. The comparison was apt, although this play is far 
superior. 

 A slight warning is apt here. The language occasionally used and situations 
infrequently described are not suitable for Sunday School. Plays don't produce ratings 
but, if this one did, it would be R. Anyone this knowledge would force to the smelling 
salts should be forewarned. 
 

By Frank Catalina 

 
 
 

WANTED: 
Reviews of all kinds are wanted from the residents of Canal Walk! Please send your 

submission withyour selection, your opinion of it, and any other information you feel is 

pertinent. Send to ellencatalina11@gmail.com    

 
 
 



 
 
 
Restaurant Review 

Bonefish Grill 
215 Route 22 East, Green Brook, NJ 08812    (732) 926 - 8060    
 Bonefish Grill is a casual dining seafood chain that started in Florida in 2000 but has 
since spread to over 210 locations in 28 states. Of the twelve New Jersey locations, there 
are three (Green Brook, East Brunswick and Iselin) that are convenient to Canal Walk 
residents. On weekdays, the restaurants are open only for dinner; on Sat- Sun, they also 
offer lunch and brunch. On a recent Sunday, we lunched at the Green Brook location with 
friendsand enjoyed the experience. 
 The restaurant consists two long deep rooms, the first of which has a long bar in 
addition to a row of banquettes; the inner room has both banquette and table seating. The 
ambience is relaxing, the colors muted and the wall décor features nautical themes. It 
being midday Sunday, we were able to choose from both the lunch and brunch menus. 
We first shared a BFG Cobb salad with chicken ($10.40, also available with shrimp) and 
then tried these individual entrees: Filet Mignon & Lobster with Eggs Benedict ($19.90), 
Bang Bang Shrimp Tacos ($ 14.90) and Cod Imperial ($ 21.90). Each of the entrees came 
with one or two sides and all our choices (French Fries, Potatoes au Gratin and Coleslaw) 
were good. My entree consisted of a small filet mignon and chopped lobster tail each 
served with a poached egg and hollandaise sauce on separate halves of a toasted English 
muffin. Delicious, particularly the filet mignon; the lobster crumbles I was not sold on. 
The other two entrees were winners, too. The Bang Bang Shrimp Tacos are a BFG 
signature dish and the Cod Imperial (Cod stuffed with shrimp, scallops, crabmeat, 
mozzarella and bacon with lemon caper butter) was very good too. We ended our meal by 
sharing a Macadamia Nut Brownie w/vanilla Ice cream and a Key Lime Pie (both under 
 $8).  
 The BFG menu has a number of interesting items, one of them is the playfully 
named Greens, Eggs and Ham (a play on a popular Dr. Seuss title) which, like several 
other brunch entrees, features eggs, in this case served with crispy Brussels sprouts and 
ham.  Other inviting choices are Seafood Johnny Cakes with Eggs, BFG Tuna Steak with 
Eggs and a ½ pound Wagyu beef burger w/ eggs (of course). The Bar menu also has $6 
Bar Bites such as Cod sliders, Artichoke Frito and Crispy Calamari. Even traditional 
dishes are enlivened by a Bone Fish Grill twist that usually works and renders them fresh 
and different. 
 Previously, I had thought of Bonefish Grill as being pricey; I no longer think so. 
Lunch/brunch prices are affordable and portions just right. The dinner menu offers more 
choice but is also more expensive: most dinner entrees are $ 22 - $ 25. Judging by some 
of the comments from other dinners, the service may be uneven, particularly when the 
restaurant is packed for dinner on weekends. However, we found it commendable; our 
waiter, Ryan, was pleasant, helpful and efficient.  Overall, we had a good time at Bone 
Fish Grill and would go there again. 
Hours: Mon – Thurs 4pm - 10:30pm; Fri. 4pm – 11:30pm. Sat 11am – 11:30pm, Sun 10 
am – 9pm.  
 



      We so enjoy sharing restaurant reviews with our Canal Walk community.  Most of us 

enjoy reading them and getting to learn about some new and interesting restaurants to 

explore. Just give us the name, location and phone number of the restaurant and delight 

us with some of your favorite entrees along with some prices.  It doesn't have to be long. 

 So, hurry to your computers and become a restaurant reviewer.  Please send them to 

ellencatalina11@gmail.com. 

         Ellen Catalina 

 

 
What's Happening 
 

 
Tai Chi at Canal Walk with instructions from Master Sandy Epstein every Friday afternoon from 3:15 to 

4:00 PM 

 
May Special Events           
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP PUBLIC LIBRARY  
Main Branch, 485 DeMott Lane, Somerset – 732-873-8700 x 3 
Some programs require registration.  Please call or visit www.franklintwp.org to 
inquire/register. 
Free In-Person Tax Preparation is provided at the library by AARP by appointment.  To 
schedule an appointment, contact AARP at 908-541-5710. 
3, 2019 5:18 pm  
 

The Library will be closed on May 25-27. 

Adult Programs  

Some programs require registration. Please call 732-873-8700 or visit 
www.franklintwp.orgto inquire/register. 



Census Jobs Workshop:  Wednesday, 5/1 7PM 
The U.S. Census Bureau is hiring for the 2020 Census!  Stop by to learn how to apply for 
many opportunities offering excellent pay, flexible hours, and paid training!  A recruiter 
will be available to answer questions.  
Movie Matinees: Fridays, 5/3, 5/17 2PM 
(5/3) The Favourite (2018) Rated R, 1 hour 59 minutes.  
In the early 18th century England, a frail Queen Anne occupies the throne and her close 
friend, Lady Sarah, governs the country in her stead.  When a new servant, Abigail, 
arrives, her charm endears her to Sarah. (From IMDB)       
(5/17) Green Book (2018) Rated PG-13.  2 hours 10 minutes                                                                              
A working-class Italian-American bouncer becomes the driver of an African-American 
classical pianist on a tour of venues through the 1960s American South.  (from IMDB)                                         
Computer (Basic Instruction Classes): Tuesdays, 10:00AM-11:30PM 
(5/7) Word Topics, (5/14) Excel, (5/28) Excel Topics   Registration is required for 
computer classes. 
Tai Chi for Beginners:  Wednesday, 5/8 7PM 
Dr. Gang Huang will be teaching Tai Chi classes for those who have little or no Tai Chi 
experience.  Please register. 
Chair Yoga: Wednesdays, 5/8 & 5/29 11AM-12PM                                                                                                                         
This gentle class focuses on an exploration of basic yoga poses in a chair.   Please 
register.      
Second Saturday Book Club: Saturday, 5/11 11-12                                                                                                                           
Join us for a discussion of Panchinko by Min Jin Lee.  Some copies available at the 
Reference Desk.                                                                                         
Concert:  Windborne—Sunday, 5/12 2PM 
Internationally acclaimed vocal ensemble Windborne is a group of vocal chameleons 
who specialize in close harmony singing, shifting effortlessly between drastically 
different styles of traditional music within the same concert.   Please register.   
Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support Group:  Second Tuesdays, 5/14 1-2:30PM 
This support group offers a safe place for caregivers, family and friends of persons with 
dementia to meet and develop a support system. 
Concert: Franklin High School Guitar Ensemble with Nick Caronia—Wednesday, 5:15 
7PM 
Please join us for a classical guitar concert featuring artist-in-residence Nick Cutronio 
performing his solo concert repertoire followed by the Franklin High School Chamber 
Guitar Ensemble performing the music of Andrew York. 
 Meditation for Beginners: Thursday, 5/16 7PM 
Come try a guided mindfulness meditation session. Please register. 
Composting:  Monday, 5/20 7PM 
Learn how you can remove 90% of the waste stream going to landfills by recycling and 
composting. Perfect your home composting skills.   Presented by the Master Gardeners of 
Somerset County.     Please register.      
Caregiver Series: Celebrating You As Caregivers—Tuesday, 5/21 10:30AM 
Feeling good about yourself will help you turn managing your health from a burden to a 
blessing. Make time to be happy and live your fullest life. Provided by the Somerset 
County Office on Aging and Disabilities.  Please register. 



Chair Zumba/Chair Pilates: Wednesday, 5/22 
Join instructor Laura Fechter for this fun combo exercise class in a chair!     Please 
register         
Sit ‘n Knit: Wednesday, 5/22  2PM
Join us for knitting, or crochet. We'll give you the encouragement you need to tur
UFO into a finished project.                                                                                                
AARP Beyond the Basics iPhone: Wednesday, 5/22 6:30PM
Learn about apps, medical ID, wallpapers, shortcuts, security settings, conference calling, 
video calls and more.  Please register with AARP. 
 
                                               

SOMERSET COUNTY LIBRARY SYSTEM OF NEW JERSEY
Please call for Adult Programs and Events
 
The Poetry of Poland 
Saturday, May 11, 2019 
2:00PM - 3:00PM 
Raritan Valley Community College English Professor Izabela Zieba will present and lead 
discussion on contemporary Polish poetry.
Operation Paperclip: Germany's Secret Wartim
  
  
Operation Paperclip: Germany's Secret Wartime Technologies
Thursday, May 23, 2019 
11:00AM - 1:00PM 
Why were some of Germany's leading scientists smuggled into the United States after 
WWII? Bruce Tucker, from Rutgers' Osher Lifelong Lear
top-secret operation.  
Professor Tucker will lecture on the now declassified story of the secret project of the 
United States government, known as Operation Paperclip, to locate and smuggle Nazi 
wartime technology, wonder 
engineers, technicians & spies, many of whom were known war criminals, illegally into 
the United States. 
Operation Paperclip is part of Coffee Time Talks, an educational program series for 
adults to encourage lifelong learning. Programs run from 11 a.m. to noon, and attendees 
are encouraged to stay through 1 p.m. to socialize with fellow patrons and enjoy some 
refreshments. 
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