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From the Board of Directors 
Election Committee formed:  
 We are happy to report that we have selected seven homeowners to serve on this 
Committee.  Twenty-five applicants submitted their desire to be on this Committee, and 
we had to make difficult choices as all applicants were qualified.  Those selected are: Mr. 
David Gelfand, Mrs. Irene Parker, Ms. Helen Hoch, Mr. Dan Glicklich, Mr. Ed 
Hollander, Mr. John Horan, and Mr. Jay Del Prado. Mr. Bernie Worst will be serving as 
Board Liaison. Congratulations to all. 
Transition:  
 Most of the work on the Clubhouse has been completed, and the balance will be 
completed as spring arrives.  All reports from Stage 1 to Stage 4 which identified the 
deficiencies throughout the community have been submitted to the Builder. FWH is in 
the process of developing a “Cost to Repair” report which will be used in transition 
negotiations with the Builder. 
 We are now entering a new phase in our relationship with the Builder, and that is the 
amount of money which we will expect to receive in order for him to satisfy our estimate 
for “Cost to Repair,” as well as being reimbursed for those expenditures which have 
already been paid by us. 
 Negotiations should start sometime in May, and it is our hope that these discussions 
will be completed before September. 
 We are fortunate that the Builder is still here and wanting to build and sell more 
homes, as we are sure it will be in both our interests to conclude these negotiations as 
soon as possible. 
Snow Event: 
  Boy was that one heck of a storm that we had in January!  From what I understand, 
this was the second worst snowstorm since the Weather Service began to keep records. 
Most of you understood what we were up against, and we thank you for your patience, 
some not so patient.  As our article said in the January Newsletter, “The section that is 
plowed first changes with each event.”  In addition, LMS, our snow removal contractor, 
added approximately 30% extra equipment and personnel for snow removal. 
 We currently have 6.25 miles of paved roads to clear; last year we had 4.04 miles.  
This is important because Franklin Township will refund us for snow removal based on 
miles of paved roads and at the rate that they pay their contractors. 
Snow Storm Emergency Procedures: Should you have an emergency situation during a 
snowstorm, or for that matter any event, dial 911 first and then Canal Walk Emergency 
Number, 1-888-295-4617, so that we can have a path cleared to your door. 
Board Responsibility:  
 We reported this in our November, 2015 Board article, and for the benefit of new 
owners we will try to clarify our position regarding the extensive repairs recently 
completed at our Clubhouse. 



 The By-Laws state under “Duties and Responsibilities,” “ it shall be the affirmative 
and perpetual obligation and duty of the Board to perform the following: Cause the 
Common Property to be maintained according to accepted standards and as set forth in 
the Declaration, including, but not limited to such maintenance, painting, replacement or 
repair work as may be necessary.  All repairs and replacement shall be substantially 
similar to the original application and installation and shall be of first class quality.” 
 Now, regarding the current repairs to the Clubhouse, as we previously reported, we 
found high moisture conditions throughout the exterior, and we believe that this could 
lead to premature aging, or even mold and mildew problems.  We undertook this project 
as a health and safety emergency for the benefit of the Community.  And although the 
repairs were more extensive than originally thought, and although we do not have a final 
figure as this is written, we are happy to report that the repairs will be within our original 
estimate of $600,000.  And as we previously believed, there WILL NOT be a need for a 
special assessment as our Reserve Fund is sufficient to cover this cost.  Additionally, we 
do expect that all or most of this expense will be reimbursed to us in the Transition 
process. 
Special Meeting:  Audit and Finances 
 On June 16th at 7:00 pm, the Board will be sponsoring an educational session; “All 
about Finances for Community Associations and Canal Walk.”  Seating will be limited.  
Details will be announced in May. 
Franklin Township Planning Board Meeting – Feb. 3, 2016: 
 The Builder’s plans for 63 new Canal Walk homes at the intersection of Mettlers 
Lane and Schoolhouse Road has been approved.    In addition, the Planning Board also 
approved 62 new Enclave units which will be located west of Canal Walk Boulevard as 
you enter the community.   
 The construction and location for our new Guard House was also approved. 
 We do not have all the details at this time and will keep you informed as we receive 
more information from the Builder. 

Jim Lyttle, Bob Rossomando, Nick Iorio and Bernie Worst 
 

CANAL WALK’S OWN WEBSITE 
Canal Walk residents can check on what activities are planned and sign up for 

activities right from their home computer. Just type this address and you will get to our 
Canal Walk Website: http://www.canalwalkhoa.com 
  Our website was developed and is managed by Skip Krals, who is assisted by 
Howard Kliger, Elaine Whelan, Mo Kim and Fred Ford. 
 

TO SEE CLUBHOUSE ACTIVITIES ON YOUR TV: 
NOW ON CHANNEL 8 IF YOU DO NOT HAVE AN HD CABLE BOX 

OR USE CHANNEL 281 IF YOU DO HAVE AN HD CABLE BOX 

 
Canal Walk Reservation Policy 

 Sign-ups are required for most events at Canal Walk (unless otherwise stated). 

http://www.canalwalkhoa.com


 Each community sponsored event requires sign-ups and prepayment with check 
payable to C.W.H.O.A.A.F. 

 Residents at Canal Walk will have first opportunity to reserve a space for an 
event. 

 Events will be open to guests providing that the event has not been sold out.  
Notice will be given when the event is open to guests. 

 As always, each event is first come, first served. 
Canal Walk Refund Policy 
Refunds will ONLY be given under the following circumstances: 

 The resident is hospitalized. 
 There is a death in the immediate family. 
 Canal Walk Activities Director finds it possible to resell the ticket or bus seat. 
 The event is cancelled by Canal Walk. 
  

From the Enclave Board 
 
Emily Dickinson, 1830 - 1886 
Dear March - Come in -  
How glad I am - 
I hoped for you before - 
Put down your Hat -  
You must have walked - 
How out of Breath you are -  
Dear March, how are you, and the Rest - 
Did you leave Nature well -  
Oh March, Come right upstairs with me - 
I have so much to tell - 
Let us hope that when you read this month’s newsletter it really will begin to seem that 
spring is just around the corner. 
 
BOARD NEWS 
 As you will have been advised by now, we have reached the stage in the evolution of 
the Enclave Association where we are entitled to have a total of four resident members on 
the Board.  We would like to encourage residents to submit their resumes for 
consideration at the election meeting at its new date:  April 14, 2016.  The position of 
Board Member is challenging but, indeed, most rewarding.  Having four Board Members 
going forward, and with our Property Manager now here three days a week, the 
responsibilities can be distributed more evenly among the members.  Please consider 
serving on the Board, which is of immense service to our community, to ensure the 
continuance of the great life style which we all wish to maintain. 
TRANSITION 
 While we are gaining control on the Board of Directors, the developer feels it is 
premature to start transition.  We have additional construction to occur in Phase I, 
townhouses and the Greenwich building, and roads will not be top coated until the 
construction is completed.  We project the completion to be 2017 and will keep you 
informed if the projection is modified. 



RULES REMINDER 
 Sad but true…we are hearing that dogs are not being picked up after…really? This is 
a rules violation and totally inconsiderate of your neighbors and property. Please pick up 
after your dog and if you see someone not doing it…say something! 
THE ENCLAVE EXPANSION 
 After final engineering review, the Board has accepted the builder’s plans for the 
three additional buildings comprising Phase II of The Enclave. The Franklin Township 
Planning Board has approved the proposed three buildings totaling sixty two additional 
units. The builder has estimated construction to begin in 2017 and be completed 2018-
2019. We will keep you informed of any points of interest throughout construction. 
BLOCK CAPTAIN NEEDED 
  A Block Captain is still needed for Paine Way. It’s not a demanding job, but we 
really need a little help.  Contact Brigid or Bernadette for some insight for you to 
consider. 
 
CORRECTION  
In the February newsletter we stated that parking is not permitted within 20 feet of 
a stop sign; the correct distance is 50 feet.  
 
     IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS: 
      ASSOCIATION ADVISORS Non-Emergency…732-294-8882 
         Emergency...888-295-4617 
    ENCLAVE OFFICE (Monday-Tuesday-Thursday) 
     Fairfax………………………732-412-7618 
 
  Keep smiling, you’re on the downhill side of winter!! 
       Bernadette Lombardo and Brigid Brown 
            
Covenants Committee 
 Well, aren’t we all glad to see the snow melting.  Two important things for 
Covenants; first, I want to again re-emphasize the need to have all the PMR paperwork, 
complete and into the Office, one week before the committee meetings.  We meet the 
THIRD Tuesday of each month and have all decisions disseminated by Friday of the third 
week.  This means we need all the paperwork complete, the PMRs have what is needed 
printed on each one, so follow the instructions and we can assure you of a prompt reply.  
 Second, the Covenants Committee is looking to add one additional member.  If 
anyone wants to be considered for the Committee, please either email or call, Dave Lyttle 
at dlyttle13@hotmail.com or 732-356-5253.   
          Dave Lyttle 
 
ACTIVITIES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS                                                                  
 At the February 3, 2016 meeting of the Franklin Township Planning Board, the 
Board approved the site plan to construct the 62 units of the Enclave II and the location 
of the Gate House. There are several safety issues associated with the ability of fire 

mailto:dlyttle13@hotmail.com


equipment gaining entrance into the Condos which the Developer agreed to work with 
the Township staff to resolve. The Developer plans to have the Residents and Visitors 
gates wired to permit staggering the traffic entering the community. The new Gate House 
will have its own lavatory, thus allowing the security personnel to remain at their posts 
when nature calls. John Horan attempted to speak in favor of a third entrance into the 
community utilizing the construction entrance off of Schoolhouse Rd. leading into the 
Reserve North area. 
 The Planning Board Chair was unreceptive to John’s plea, and it became a moot 
issue because, according to the Developer, the construction road goes into a cul da sac in 
the Reserve North.  Skip Krals addressed the safety issue of the firetrucks being able to 
turn around once they got into the Enclave II. The Traffic Engineer, hired by the 
Developer, assured that the turning radius issue is or will be resolved.  
        Submitted by Jim Heffernan 
 
CLUBHOUSE ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE 
 Last month’s celebration of Chinese New Year was a big hit and we thank the New 
Fortune Chinese Restaurant in Manville for their tasty food and especially the students of 
The Raritan Valley Chinese School for their entertainment.  It was delightful. 
 Our St. Patty’s Day Dinner/Dance being held at 6:00 PM on Sunday, March 20, 
should make you smile, as Mike Byrne’s Band helps us celebrate, “the wear’in of the 
green!”  Be sure to fill out your flyer and get your $30 check into the Office, so as not to 
miss this fun evening. 
 Look for other upcoming events…a May Spring Fling, our famous Patio Parties in 
July and August, The British Invasion for September and our December Holiday Brunch. 
 I would like to take this opportunity to thank the current members of the Clubhouse 
Activities Committee for their spirit of cooperation in handling the various tasks needed 
to bring these events to our residents.  They devote time for planning, shopping, advance 
prepping, and clean up.  Kudos to you all!  It would not happen without you.  Members 
are:  Karen Anderson, Marge Dempsky, Peggy Fenimore, Joan Klimpl, Nina Pesce, 
Maryann Renzulli, Gloria Trechock and Elaine Whelan. 
 We currently are appealing for more volunteers, so if you would like to be 
considered, please contact me, either by email at sallen0608@comcast.net, or by phone at 
732-564-5447.  Thank you. 
         Submitted by Seena Allen 
The Activities Committee helped bring in  
Chinese New Year with a wonderful dinner 
and entertainment by the Raritan Valley  
Chinese School under the direction of  
Allison Lee, Principal.  The children did the  
traditional lion dance, an adorable umbrella dance  
by its younger members and a beautiful  
Tibetan dance which enthralled all of our guests.   
We thank them very much for enhancing a  
very enjoyable evening for all. 
   
 
 
YOUNG AT HEART 
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 The March meeting of the Young At Heart Club will be held on Wednesday, March 
9th, at 11 A.M. in the Arts and Crafts Room. 
 We will be giving the final details on our March 30th trip to the Hunterdon Hills 
Playhouse.  All monies must be in for this trip at that time. 
 The Jitney will be going to a Celtic Concert on Thursday, March 17th, from 12 Noon 
to 3 P.M.  There are some spots still available for this trip for  
Club members. This event is at the Bridgewater Public Library. 
        There are a few seats available for our May trip to Camden Aquarium with a lunch 
on the Moshulu and a docent led tour of the Walt Whitman House. The June cruise 
aboard the "Spirit of Philadelphia" still has a few seats available. 
         Joanne Polito 
  
CANAL WALK QUILTERS 
 In February, several of the Canal Walk Quilters visited the Michener Museum in 
Doylestown, PA, to see “Blanket Statements,” a collection of quilts by Kaffe Fassett. 
While there, the quilters also took part in an English Paper Piecing workshop. 
 In March, the quilters will attend “The Quilt and Sewing Fest of New Jersey” which 
is at the Garden State Exhibit Center March 3rd through March 6th. It is a wonderful 
opportunity to see some amazing quilts even if you are not a quilter.  
 The regular meeting of the quilters will be held on Monday, March 28th, from 1-3 in 
the Freedom Clubhouse. We will try our hand at a Stack and Whack project. We are now 
meeting once a month for two hours. This gives us time to learn and try a new technique 
each month. In January, Willie Kralls demonstrated a block from Missouri Star that used 
two 10” in squares and had no left over pieces. No Scraps! – a joy for all quilters. 
 New quilters are always welcome. Happy Stitching,  
           Sue Watt  
 
NEW - CALL FOR INTEREST IN IRISH-AMERICAN CLUB  
 If you are interested in the formation of an Irish-American Club, please indicate by 
signing up and providing your name and contact information.  If there are sufficient 
people, we can then take the next steps to making this a reality.  
 To sign up, see Jodie in the Clubhouse. 
         Brigid Murphy Brown    
                                       
CANAL WALK WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY  
 As we experience the beauty and the bother of the snow falling this winter, I am 
reminded of an old song titled, “Showers of Blessings.” Sometimes while being hemmed 
in by the snow, we can take that time to count our “flurries” of blessings. Having the 
privilege of studying the Bible with other women here at Canal Walk is one of those 
blessings. We continue our study in the book of Galatians on Tuesdays at 4:00 pm. All 
are welcome to join us at any time. Contact either Mimi Eachus at mpfaadt@eathlink.net, 
732-356-8212 or Gail Tornquist at g.tornquist@comcast.net or 908-625-0526 if you have 
any questions. 
        Submitted by Gail Tornquist 
   
BOWLING: 
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  We started off slowly for 2016 with nobody bowling 200 our first week, but it 
picked up toward the end of the month. 
  There were no 200 games the week of January 4. 
On January 11, Marc Zwicker bowled a 214. 
Then, on January 25, the Monday after our first real snowstorm, which turned out to be a 
blizzard, we had 11 brave souls who bowled that day. Jeff Volker bowled a 216 and then 
another 216 game, and Mike Palmieri bowled a 200. 
  Congratulations to all of our 200 game bowlers this month. 
  Let’s hope that the lanes are kind to us in the month of February, and we have 
more great scores to announce to everyone. 
                                                                                                                 Joanne Perzi 
 
  
AN EMAIL GOOGLE GROUP HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED 
 This is an email discussion group whereby we can share information, using our own 
group email address.  Currently, more than 400 residents are participating in the group.  It 
has proved to be an efficient method for sharing information pertinent to the community.  
While having a gmail email account is suggested, but not required, it does allow group 
members to view and search past postings. 
The purpose of this group is:  

 To share and receive references or information about vendors, e.g., "I'm looking for 
someone to fix...;" "Does anyone know of a good dentist, dressmaker, plumber, etc." 

 To sell, purchase, or borrow items, e.g. "I have a ticket for.... and would like to sell 
it;" “Can anyone lend me a baby car seat for the weekend, etc.” 

 To discuss common issues with our personal property in order to seek other's 
opinions and share possible solutions. 
The Group is: 

 NOT a public group (It is for Canal Walk residents only) 
 NOT for commercial or political purposes 
 NOT a vehicle for personal property complaints nor is it to be used to disparage any 

individual or business 
 NOT to be used as a soap box or a vehicle to "vent" about the Board, the HOA, or 

the builder. 
If you are not yet a member and would like to join the Canal Walk Google Group, send 
an email requesting membership to: canalwalk.group@gmail.com 
For more information or questions, please call Chickie Siegel (732-271-5266), Elaine 
Whelan (732-560-0140), or Evelyn Silverstein (732-650-8099). 
                             Submitted by:  Chickie Siegel, Evelyn Silverstein, Elaine Whelan 
 
ITCH'N' TO STITCH 
      Bring your favorite stitching project every Thursday at 1 P.M. to the Arts & Craft 
Room.  Also learn how to make our adorable bears to be donated to St. Peter's Children's 
Hospital for seriously ill children.  These are simple to make either knitted or crocheted.  
For more information, call Gloria at 732 537 9160. 
        Submitted by Gloria Sipos 
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TRIPS  
March 11 & 12 (12th is sold out; waitlist is available) 
 Ringling Brothers & Barnum and Bailey Circus:                 
May 3 – Fiddler on the Roof & American In Paris 
May 10 – Shuffle Along 
June 14 – School of Rock 
June 2 & 4 – West Side Story 
April 9 - NJ Devils vs Toronto Maple Leafs                          
 
The following are under consideration: 
 
Cirque Du Soleil 
Paramour on Broadway 
NY Yankee's vs NY Mets 
NY Yankee's vs Boston Red Sox 
Radio City Music Hall shows 
Ocean Grove Auditorium Saturday shows in the Summer 
 
Thanks to everyone for their tremendous support. 
      Bill Corson and Jodie Nolasco 
 
HADASSAH 
 Spring is almost here. Daylight Savings Time is beginning March 13th and we all 
look forward to no more snow. Our Hadassah chapter is packing the days with fun events 
to get us through the last cold days of winter. 
 March 8th at 7:30 p.m. Our speaker is Marty Schneit; his topic is the “Borscht 
Belt.”  He will remind us of the amazing array of comedians and entertainers that began 
their careers in the Catskills and the rise and fall of the area. Once again, we are inviting 
our friends and neighbors in our community.  
Call Rita Fink 732-563-6749 to RSVP for this event or fill out the flyer available in 
the Clubhouse. 
 April 12th at 7:30 p.m., we are pleased to welcome Samantha Nuzio, the nutritionist 
from the Hillsborough ShopRite.  She will take us on a virtual “store tour” pointing out 
the heart healthy alternatives for our daily diets. This program is open to friends and 
neighbors in our community. 
 SAVE THE DATE Tuesday, May 10th for our Annual Member Celebration 
Dinner.  Plans are being finalized, and the invitation should be in your mailbox later this 
month. 
 Sunday, April 3rd at 2 p.m. at the Villagers Theater; they will be presenting Picnic. 
Tickets are $15 and the deadline to order tickets is March 30th. Contact Sue Nascon for 
tickets 732-564-1296. 
 Wednesday April 5th at 8 p.m., My Name is Asher Lev, will be at George Street 
Playhouse.  Tickets are $32.  We have arranged for the jitney to be available to the first 
20 people who request it.  The deadline to order tickets is March 30th. Contact Sue 
Nascon to reserve tickets. 



 The next Book Club meeting is Tuesday April 5th at 7:30 p.m. in the Clubhouse 
Library. The book is “The Marriage of Opposites” by Alice Hoffman. The story was 
inspired by the real-life family history of impressionist artist Camille Pissarro. 
 For more information please contact Phyllis Barnes 732-469-4360. 
 Please remember to purchase ShopRite scrip available in $25, $50 or $100 
denominations. They are good at any ShopRite. Contact Evelyn Lasky (732-356-3593) 
or Janet Kliger (732-469-6330) to purchase the gift cards. 
 If you would like to learn more about our organization or join the Canal Walk 
Hadassah chapter, please contact Fran Musler (732-412-7185) or Marlene Glickman 
((732-584-6155) Membership Vice Presidents. 

                 Zorina Walitsky and June Greenbaum, Co-Presidents 
ACTING UP 
 Acting UP-- where characters are welcome.  Canal Walk residents gather the first 
Tuesday of each month to read short scripts from plays, radio/TV shows and 
melodramas.  We have a few laughs and contemplate the wonders of the amateur acting 
world. No previous stage experience is needed to join, just an open mind and a wish to 
have fun. In fact, most of us have never been on a formal performance stage before 
joining Acting UP but have overcome great fears to entertain our Canal Walk neighbors.  
Join us in Freedom Club House the first Tuesday of each month @ 7:30 PM. 
For information contact: Bruce Davidson or Marion Yudow.   
                  Submitted by Bruce Davidson 
SUNDAY CINEMA 
         Canal Walk movie lovers began the new year viewing Crash, a film of interlocking 
stories of whites, blacks, Latinos, Koreans, Iranians, cops and criminals, the rich and the 
poor, the powerful and powerless, all defined in one way or another by racism. This 2005 
film, winner of the Academy Award for Best Picture, starring Sandra Bullock, Don 
Cheadle, Michael Pena, Brendan Fraser, Matt Dillon, and Terrence Howard, resulted in 
intense viewer fascination and group discussion, led by guest moderator, Rutgers Prof. 
Emeritus, Margo Persin. An overflow crowd enjoyed abundant appetizers and gourmet 
sweets and kept the residents socializing before and after the film.   
        Sunday Cinema meets each month in the fall, winter and spring, to view and discuss 
classic and independent films.  Upcoming Sunday Cinema viewings are March 20 
for Hugo, April 17 for Silver Linings Playbook, May 22 for Body Heat and June 26 for 
Frequency. Sunday Cinema meets in the Ladies Card Room at 1:30 PM for a 2 PM film 
start.  To be part of this discussion, entertainment and social event, email Marion 
at myudow@gmail.com for email notification of film times/changes and showings.  See 
you at the movies! 
                                                                                Marion Yudow and Judy Gottlieb 
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NEW 
Canal Walk Hiking Group   Wednesday Walkers 
 There are, most likely, many of us here at Canal Walk who love to walk and find 
new places to hike. It is most enjoyable to walk with like-minded outdoor enthusiasts and 
to drive together to the trail heads. It is also much safer to hike as a group. 
 A Canal Walk hiking group (Wednesday Walkers) is being formed.  We will gather 
outside the Clubhouse every Wednesday morning at 9 AM and car pool to a trail head for 
4-5 mile walk.  There are many wonderful places to walk in NJ that are less than an hour 
away that we can explore.  I will put together and publish descriptions of hikes weeks in 
advance so people can plan accordingly.   
 Our walks will not be marathons but done at an easy to moderate pace depending on 
the group. There may be elevation changes depending on the hike.  I will put in an 
accurate description of each walk. 
 Hiking boots or very sturdy shoes are recommended, as sometimes we may 
encounter uneven or muddy terrain. Hiking poles can also be useful for balance.  Bring 
water and a snack; most walks will take less than 2 – 2/12 hours, and we should be done 
by lunchtime.  Hikers will register the day before and then show up in the parking lot 
before 9 AM if they wish to join a particular hike. We will leave promptly at nine. 
 Call or email me if you have an interest or have further questions or wish to be put 
on our email list.     
     Breda May (732.236.9576)  bredamay@hotmail.com 
INDIAN-AMERICAN CLUB 
 The Indo American Club had its monthly meeting on February 2nd and, although so 
many members are away in Florida, it was well attended. After the club President, Dr. 
Mohanlal Lahiri, made his welcoming remarks, members were treated to a most 
informative talk on Sciatica and Back Pain Management. The featured speaker was Dr. 
Puja Desai of Arrow Therapy who explained how back pain occurs in many different 
ways and the difference between Sciatica and Back Pain due to Vertebrae Disc pressure. 
Dr. Desai explained the causes of each and, with the help of a willing volunteer, 
demonstrated how it is diagnosed and how it can be alleviated. Her talk was followed by 
a lively Q and A session.  Thanks to Dr. Desai and to Amit Gaglani of Arrow Therapy 
who made the talk possible.  
 After the presentation, members noshed on some delicious snacks and cups of Hot 
Masala Chai. The meeting also was an opportunity to socialize, particularly welcome in 
these cold days of winter. The next meeting of the Indo American Club will be on 
Tuesday, March 1st. We hope to have another exciting presentation on Laughter Yoga 
and Mindfulness Meditation by a certified Teacher, Dr Aruna Bhargava.   
        Submitted by Shula Nirody 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Talk of the Walk  
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 We accept short entries regarding significant/unusual accomplishments, milestone 
anniversaries and birthdays, births, deaths and acknowledgements. 

 
 ROSEMARY TARULLI of Saratoga Court and the family of EUGENE TARULLI 

appreciate all the expressions of sympathy and support upon his passing away in 
January.  Thank you to everyone who called, sent cards, masses, flowers or food.  All 
were a comfort during this difficult time.  It is evident that this community is an awesome 
one.  Thank you very much. 

 HENRIETTE (JET) COHEN of Tallman Lane, along with her children and 
grandchildren, would like to thank the community at Canal Walk for all the love and 
support we received when my beloved husband JOSEPH (JOS) passed away on January 
8th.  Your love and attention helped us during a very difficult time. Thank you again. 

  LORETTA BONTEMPO of Benjamin Street would like to thank all her neighbors, 
friends, and Canal Walk clubs and residents for all their Mass and sympathy cards, love 
and support that you have given me when my beloved husband JOHN BONTEMPO 
passed away.  I sincerely appreciate all that you have done for me. 

 The friends and neighbors of VIRGINIA KAUDELKY of Disbro Lane would like to 
extend their condolences to VIRGINIA and family on the recent passing of her 
beloved husband, JIM KAUDELKY. 

  Friends and neighbors of  DOLORES CORTESE of Bayard Road wish to extend their 
sympathy to her family.  Dolores passed away recently and will be missed by all who 
knew her.  She was a long time member of the Women's Club.  
 
Cultural Arts 
 It is only February, but we have been striving to fill all our dates for the year's 
concerts. 
 At this deadline, we have finished our search. We hope you will enjoy all of the 
performers we have engaged for the year 2016. 

 MARCH 12 - THE BLUE VIPERS OF BROOKLYN- Fat Tuesday, otherwise 
known as Mardi Gras, ushers in the up-tempo, feet shuffling, and hand clapping music of 
New Orleans. Our 5 band members have promised a great evening of vocals and 
instrumental classics of Dixieland jazz. The drummer, David (Daveed) plays the 
washboard and other jingling hand pieces for your amazement. Get your beads at the 
door and plan on a wonderful experience. 

 APRIL 10 - BACKSTAGE AT THE MET- This trip is filled, but you can put your 
name on the waiting list. 

 APRIL 16 - THE MUSIC OF JOHN DENVER - All the way from Seattle, TED 
VIGIL, joined by his east coast band, has prepared an evening of the best of John 
Denver's compositions.  Likable Ted even looks like John. When I saw the band playing 
the music of Fleetwood Mac last year, I was impressed but never thought they would be 
here in Canal Walk.  Whenever Ted comes to the northeast, they do the concert with him. 

 JUNE 11 - ANDY COONEY - The charming, handsome Andy and his Irish band 
return to Canal Walk where they were such a tremendous hit a few years ago.  Andy is 
due to play a concert at Carnegie Hall in March, so we asked him to come when he could 
appear here.  In addition to his Irish repertoire, Andy sings folk and pop tunes as well. It 
will be a joyful evening that you will remember. 



 SEPTEMBER 10- ANDREA FRIERSON - "ME AND ELLA"- after winning 
Star Search on TV, Andrea went on to Broadway, appearing in Lion King.  She has 
toured the U.S ever since then, belting out the songs of popular composers.  Her latest 
show features the stories and music of Ella Fitzgerald, probably the most famous vocalist 
of the past century. Andrea and her trio come to Canal Walk to open our fall season. 

 NOVEMBER 5 - OUR 70TH CONCERT! - To celebrate this special, event, we 
have asked VINCE GIORDANO AND THE NIGHTHAWKS to come back to mark 
this night with his fabulous and talented band.  Since his last time here, Vince has 
performed with Michael Feinstein and Wynton Marsalis at Lincoln Center and been the 
star event at New York's cabaret specials.  TV and movies are part of Vince's 
background, having composed the music for a number of these films.  His 11 outstanding 
musicians end our year with a bang!! 
          Lucille Taub 
 
 
 
 
 
John Andrew, baritone, performs         Beautiful winter centerpiece at the reception 
 
 The cast pause for 
 a pose at the concert 
 
 
 
                Accompanist performs a solo  
                                                                                            on our grand piano 
 
Women's Club 
 We had two Souper Bowls in February and scheduled two more in March.  (March 9 
and March 23 at 12:30 p.m.)   Your donation this year is $8.  Lunch includes:  
Homemade Soups, Salad, Rolls, Dessert, Coffee, Tea and many other Goodies.  These 
Souper Bowls are a big success.  Flyers are in the Lobby of the Clubhouse.   
 At our February 17 meeting, we played Family Feud, and everyone had a good time.  
This is always a popular game with our members. 
 At the March 16 meeting, there will be two programs: “Stress Management” 
(Speaker:  Toby Ehrlich of Wilf Campus for Senior Living) and “WILF At Home 
Speaker” (RW Johnson Cardiac Care).   Flyers are in the Lobby of the Clubhouse. 
 Reminder:  Before handing in your responses to a meeting or event, please be 
certain to fill out the bottom of the flyer completely and only submit this portion of it in 
the Women’s Club box in the Management Office.  

Meetings and Events 
Wednesday, March 9 - Souper Bowl 
Wednesday, March 16 - Stress Management and WILF at Home (RW Johnson Cardiac 
Care) 



Wednesday, March 23 - Souper Bowl 
Wednesday, April 20 - Historical Women’s Fashion Show 
Wednesday, May 18 - Murder Mystery 
Wednesday, June 15 - International Pot Luck Dinner 
 
2016 DUES ARE $10 FOR THE YEAR AND ARE DUE IN JANUARY.  CHECKS 
SHOULD BE MADE OUT TO CWHOAAF (EARMARKED WC DUES).  THEY 
CAN BE PAID AT ANY MEETING OR DROPPED OFF IN THE 
MANAGEMENT OFFICE.  NEW MEMBERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME!  

                    Submitted by Marie Lyttle 
  

THE GRANDPARENTS GROUP 
 The Grandparents Group, under the auspices of the Women’s Club, had its first 
meeting on Wednesday, January 20.  The committee, chaired by Nina Pesce, discussed 
the possible upcoming events – some, on-site and some off-site.  Discussed were a 
Mother’s Day celebration, art classes for all ages, a trip to a water park, a Halloween 
party and breakfast or brunch with Santa. 
 We look forward to accommodating the grandchildren of Canal Walk residents and, 
therefore, are eager to find out just how many are out there – their ages, sexes, and 
interests.  Please pick up a flyer/questionnaire in the Lobby carousel and place it in the 
box marked “Grandparents Group” in the Office.  We hope you will enjoy the upcoming 
year’s festivities, as much as we enjoyed planning it for you. 
         Submitted by Nina Pesce 
 
Veterans’ Club 
 Our January 27th meeting was well attended and, since we did have a quorum, we 
voted on and accepted the new By-laws as presented by Sal Saladini. All reports from the 
meeting of November 18, 2015 were read and accepted. Our treasurer, Tony 
Anderson, told us we are solvent and will probably stay that way for a while (however, he 
then went on a cruise). Two new members were introduced and welcomed to our happy 
band; they bring our number up to about 78 once again. 
       Events in February included a Shoebox packing on Feb. 13 at Manville VFW and a 
presentation at Franklin Middle School sponsored by the Franklin Township Police Dept. 
on Feb. 9, which focused on the Viet Nam experience for several troops. We attended in 
order to give the students and their families a chance to interact with Veterans of varying 
service eras. On Feb. 18, we went to Morristown to visit Washington's Headquarters 
Museum. (There is a rumor I will be re-enlisted with the Continental Troops once again.) 
      Our March meeting will be on the 23rd at 7:00 (1900 for those who remember) at the 
Freedom Clubhouse. 
       Linn H. Smith, Commander 
 
Operation Shoebox 
 We had another packing on Feb. 13 at the Manville VFW, but since that has not 
happened at this time I will have to give you the specifics next month. However, I'm sure 
enough of our supporters that I've no doubt that we had a good turn-out, packed a lot of 
boxes and had a good time (we always do!). These packages now go all over the world, 
letting our troops know that we are thinking of them and wholeheartedly support them. 



 I went through the collection barrel in the Arts & Crafts Room a few days ago, and 
in spite of several pairs of glasses, a couple of light bulbs and a digital camera that didn't 
belong, was delighted to see that our "Southern Wanderers" had made a nice collection of 
travel size soaps, lotions and hair care products. Thanks for remembering us even while 
away! 
 Two final items:   #1) Addresses are needed for all soldiers stationed overseas  
     including their deployment dates. 
                                     #2) Please put your recyclable cell phones in the "Red Barrel" for  
    recycling. 
 Thanks so much for your continued support 
       Linn H. Smith for Operation Shoebox 
 
Men’s Club      
MEN’S CLUB CALENDAR 

 March 14:  Monthly meeting at 7:00 PM.  Unreported last month was our February 
meeting’s guest speaker, Christine Hardison, RN, CCM, from the East Millstone First 
Aid Squad.  She is also a CPR instructor for Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital.  
Ms. Hardison taught us the proper use of the defibrillator in cases of emergency.  We are 
now better equipped to properly use the defibrillator in cases of emergency. 

 April 4 & 5:  The nighttime AARP Driver Safety Class will be held at the Regency 
Heritage Home on DeMott Lane from 5:30 PM to 8:30 PM.  Call Marie Barnes to 
register at 732-995-3934. 

 May 2 & 3:  The daytime AARP Driver Safety Class will be held at the Clubhouse 
from 9:00 AM to 12:00 Noon.  Sign-up sheets will be in the carousel before these dates. 
PHILANTHROPIC DONATIONS 
 Upon the recommendation of the Philanthropic Committee, and approved by the 
Men’s Club Officers and membership, the following will be receiving donations from the 
CW Men’s Club in 2016: 
  Franklin Township Food Bank 
  East Millstone First Aid Squad 
  Elizabeth Avenue Volunteer Fire Company 
  Millstone Valley Fire Department 
  Operation Shoebox 
MEMBERSHIP & DUES 
 You can still be a member in good standing by paying your dues at the March 14th 
meeting.  Or you can make the $25 check (pay to CWHOAAF) and place it in an 
envelope in the Men’s Club mailbox at the Management Office.  Be current with your 
dues.  Your timely disbursement keeps us going and active for the busy year ahead. 
 If you’re not yet a member, join the Club.  Enrollment is open all year round for new 
members.  Call Charlie Okun at 732-377-3401 for more information.  Come join us at our 
next meeting and see what we’re all about.  You can also find out more about us by going 
to our website at http://canalwalkhoa.com/. 
TEE TIME 
 The Atlantic City trip is scheduled for June 7 and June 8.  We will be at the 
Tropicana this year.  The trip will be for a one night stay with two rounds of golf.  Cost 
will be in the range of $250.  Courses are Blue Heron and Ballamor. 

http://canalwalkhoa.com/.


 The CW Ryder Cup (Men and Women) will be played during the week of July 11-
15.  This will be a rematch between the Pinstripers and the Over the Hill Gang teams, 
subject to additions and deletions based upon participation.  Format to be a two-person 
scramble.  Pizza party at the Freedom Clubhouse on Friday night ($10 per person). 
 The July 27, Wednesday, outing will again be at Beaver Brook.   A modified shotgun 
start, “A,” “B,” and “C” flights, scramble format and Italian buffet lunch at about $85 per 
player. 
 The Third Annual Somerset Walkers Cup (Men and Women) will be played on 
August 23, 24 and 25 (probably at Spooky Brook).  Format to include singles, scramble 
and best ball.  Entry fee of $ 10 for the party following the tourney. 
 The fall outing is scheduled for September 28, Wednesday, and will again be held at 
Royce Brook on the East Course with a modified shotgun start.  “A,” “B” and “C” 
flights, scramble format and Italian buffet lunch.  Cost to be about $95 per. 

      Ron Lerner 
 
 
 
ONGOING COMMUNITY PROJECTS 
The Good and Welfare Committee sends get well cards to members.  Please let Gil Selvin 
(732-356-3269) or Sal Saladini (732-271-5110) know about members who are ill, 
hospitalized or recuperating. 
GO GREEN 
 The first hazardous waste day for 2016 will be on Marth 19th at the Bernards 
Township Public Works Garage located at 277 South Maple Avenue, Basking Ridge, NJ 
07920 (9:00 AM to 2:00 PM).  Items that can be collected are:  banned or outdated 
pesticides, auto products (antifreeze, transmission fluids, brake fluids, wet-cell car 
batteries, motor oil and used oil filters), fluorescent tubes and CFL lights, fire 
extinguishers, used cooking oil, oil-based and latex paints, rechargeable and button-cell 
batteries.  Refer to the Somerset County periodical for a complete list of what can and 
cannot be collected. 
 Operation Secure Shred will resume in the spring of 2016.    
 Electronics recycling will now be:  

A. Weekday drop-offs are on Monday through Friday from 7:30 AM to 3:00 PM at the 
North County Public Works Facility, 411 Chimney Rock Road - north of Route 22 - 
Building B, Bridgewater, NJ 08807.   

B. Weekend drop offs are on the 1st Saturdays of each month from 8:00 am to 2:00 pm at 
the South County Public Works Garage, 410 Roycefield Road, Hillsborough, NJ 08844. 
 The following materials will be accepted: computers (desktops and laptops), 
monitors (cathode-ray tube and flat panel), televisions (cathode-ray tube and flat panel), 
copiers, digital cameras, DVD players, e-book readers, fax machines, MP3 players, 
personal digital assistants (PDAs), printers, stereos, radio equipment, VCRs, audio visual 
equipment, typewriters,  camcorders, telephones, cellular phones, circuit boards, 
modems, telephone mainframes, keyboards, mice, scanners, cables, wiring, power 
supplies, mainframe equipment and controllers. 



 NO batteries will be accepted.  Household batteries may be disposed in the regular 
trash.  Lithium and rechargeable batteries ca be brought to scheduled Household 
Hazardous Waste drop-off events. 
 Proper Disposal of Medicine:  Safely dispose of your unwanted, expired or unused 
medicines including prescriptions, over-the-counter and pet medicines (excluding 
syringes).  We can help prevent crime, help keep our drinking water supply safe and help 
prevent harming wild life and the environment. 
Medicines can be dropped off at the drop-off box in the lobby of the Public Safety 
Building at 495 DeMott Lane, Somerset, NJ 08873 (Franklin Township Municipal 
Complex). 
 Individuals are asked to keep medicines in their original container, use a marker to 
cross out their name and place the medicine in a clear plastic bag.  Medicines that are no 
longer in their original container should be placed in a plastic bag with the name of the 
medicine written on the bag. 
 CFL Reycling:  Year-round, the Men’s Club collects used compact fluorescent light 
bulbs and brings them to Home Depot for recycling.  Please place them in the box in the 
Clubhouse Arts & Crafts Room and help preserve the environment. 
         Submitted by Jay del Prado 
      
Italian American Club 
  On February 1, we had our business meeting. We had a great turnout considering 
the weather and the snowbirds heading south. Thanks to Janice Herterich for her 
suggestion of having a re-gifting event. We had approximately 20 members who 
participated, and everyone enjoyed receiving a new gift.  
 Since we had enough members at the February meeting, we were able to have a 
quorum and voted for extending the scholarships from 3 to an unspecified number of high 
schools in our by-laws. It was accepted, and Sal Saladini will be updating our by-laws. 
 This month, at our regular business meeting on March 7, we are having a guest 
speaker, Professor Ida Marinzoli, PhD. She was born in Italy, lived under Communism in 
Yugoslavia and experienced refugee camps in Italy as a youngster. I am sure you will 
find her interesting, informative and exciting. 
 On Saturday, March 19, we will celebrate our annual St. Joseph’s Pastry Night. 
Please remember to wear something RED and to bring food donations for the Franklin 
Food Bank. This year we will have a guest singer and our own Bill Stember will treat us 
to some beautiful piano music. Don’t miss this wonderful event with great Italian pastry 
and terrific entertainment. 
 It was suggested that we start a group of members who would like to converse in 
Italian, so I’m asking for those interested to email me or put a note in the IACC mailbox 
at the Clubhouse. 
 I am always looking for suggestions for future jitney trip, so either drop a note in the 
Clubhouse or call me. It is my intention to propose future jitney trips at our monthly 
meetings and members attending will be given first chance to sign up. Emails will follow 
if the jitney doesn’t fill at the meeting. 
 Janice Herterich is collecting dues for 2016 so please pay by check and place it in the 
IACC box in the Clubhouse. Please be sure to include your phone number and email 
address. Many times we have events coming up, and email is the only method of reaching 



our members. Thank you to Cathy Vaccaro for helping us to update the IACC one call 
list. We may do a trial run next month to see if we missed any members. 
          Ciao, Mike Palmieri  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fans at the Frank Sinatra                      The ladies who love                      Steve Lippia with some lucky fans. 
Centennial Celebration in the               Frank Sinatra’s music 
Mayo Performing Arts Center 
 
Singles Club 
 The Canal Walk Singles Club has been a wonderful social club for the community's 
single residents for a number of years. It has provided a great opportunity for members to 

meet people, make friends and have fun. Regretfully as of January 2016, due to the lack 
of a sufficient number of volunteers to keep the Club's administrative and leadership 
functions staffed, we had to place the Club on hiatus. This means that there will be no 
scheduled meetings or events for the foreseeable future.  
 If anyone is interested in volunteering for any officer or committee position or is 
interested in learning more about the Singles Club, you can contact Susan Kropiewnicki 
at 732-560-1596 or email her at susankay78@comcast.net. If we are able to staff key 
officer positions and core committee positions, it may be possible to reactivate the club, 
potentially even reducing the number of events/meetings occurring annually.   
 Volunteering for the Singles Club can be more fun than work and is a really great 
way to cement, enhance, and make new friendships—something we can all appreciate.  
 A heartfelt thank you to all officers, committee chairpersons and committee 
members, past and present. The Singles Club could not have been possible without you.  
                                                                                                       Phyllis Chiavetta    

 
NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE 
 The Canal Walk Newsletter is published monthly to keep the residents informed 
about events at Canal Walk. 
 We accept articles submitted by Canal Walk Residents subject to the following 
guidelines: 
 We do not accept any articles expressing political or religious opinions. 
  We do not accept any articles that resemble an editorial. 
 We do not accept any articles that advertise for profit. 
 Paid advertising is available through our Publisher, About Our Town. 
 The deadline for all material is the 8th of the previous month.  Please submit your 
articles on time.  All submissions must be emailed with the author clearly stated. The 
deadline for the April Newsletter will be March 8th. LATE ARTICLES WILL NOT 
BE ACCEPTED. 

mailto:susankay78@comcast.net


 Please send us articles about past events as well as future plans for your group or 
club.  In addition, send photos to go with your articles. 
 Items for Talk of the Walk, theatrical reviews, restaurant reviews should be sent to 
 Ellen Catalina at ecatalina2@verizon.net. 
  Recipes and What's Happening sent to Ronnie Bayer at ocrbayer@aol.com. 
  Home Hints sent to Jeff Spiner at opticsjs@verizon.net 
 Club Activities and Announcements and Poetry sent to Susan Smith at 
lhssps@comcast.net.  
 Articles about pets and questions for Design Solution to Judy Gottlieb at 
bagelsandhoney@comcast.net. 
 Staying Healthy sent to Nina Pesce at pesnia2@yahoo.com. 
 Meet Your Resident Artist sent to Frank Catalina at fecatalina@gmail.com 
 Photos sent to Jay del Prado at jaydimm@comcast.net 
 All articles received by any member of the committee are acknowledged either by 
email or phone.   
 Please note: If you didn't get a confirmation, it means that we didn't get it. Carry-
overs may not be included. You should submit a new article each month. 
 We reserve the right to edit, condense, or reject submitted material. 
 Do NOT submit serious looking material from the Internet unless it has first been 
checked as authentic with Snopes.com or a similar web-checking site.  
    Ronnie, Susan, Ellen, Judy, Nina, Frank, Jay, Jeff  
 
Computer Views 
 Have you ever wanted to print off just 1 picture or article from an Internet page, and 
suddenly you wind up printing multiple pages on your printer?  Frustrating isn’t it?  Well, 
there is a solution for this problem.   
 In Windows Vista, 7, 8, 8.1 and 10, there is a small program called “Snipping Tool.”  
This program allows one to select what area of the screen to capture and either save or 
print.  You can find this program in Windows Vista, 7, and 10 by going to the “Start” 
button in the lower left side, clicking on it and then type in “snip” in the “Search” area.  
In Windows 8 and 8.1, bring up the “Search” spyglass by moving the mouse to the upper 
right corner of the screen and then typing in “snip.” This will bring up the Snipping Tool 
Icon.  Click on it, and the program opens in a small window.  The screen will have a few 
options, “New, Cancel, Options, and a question mark “?”.  When you click on the “New” 
button, your screen will dim and your cursor (the arrow) will turn into a plus (+) sign.  
Go to the area that you want to snip, press the left mouse button, and while holding it 
down, move the mouse to the opposite corner of the section that you want to capture.  
When you let go of the mouse button, that area that you “snipped” will be on the internal 
clipboard. 
 Now you can open another program that you want to put the captured image into, 
such as a word processor, email, etc.  Once the program that you want the data in is 
opened, just go to the area that you would like the data to appear, press the right mouse 
button and select “Paste.” The snipped data will be inserted in that spot.   
 One thing to be aware of is the data is captured as an image, so editing any words 
cannot be performed. 
         Submitted by Art Hoffman 
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Staying Healthy 
Shake the Salt Habit and Spice Up Your Life   
 Recently, I picked up a very informative brochure from a ShopRite Supermarket 
display at an outdoor event.  Ever aware of my health conscious articles that I supply to 
our community, I wanted to share what I read.  The question was raised, “Think you’ve 
got your sodium under control because you don’t salt your food?  Guess again.” 
 The article notes that most Americans consume far more salt and sodium than they 
need – to the tune of 2,900 to 4,300 milligrams a day.  Why is that a problem?  For 
certain people, excess sodium can lead to high blood pressure, and high blood pressure 
can lead to heart disease and strokes.  According to the American Heart Association, 
adults should consume no more than 2,300 milligrams a day, which is equivalent to a 
single teaspoon of sodium chloride (salt).  Sodium is found in many foods other than your 
table salt.  It is found in: 
 Cured and processed meats – ham, bacon, luncheon meat, sausage, corned beef 
 Salty and smoked fish – frozen, pre-breaded fish, canned tuna, anchovies, sardines 
 Foods prepared in brine – pickles, olives and sauerkraut 
 Prepared foods - frozen main dishes, seasoned rice, noodles and pastas, macaroni and 
 cheese 
 Cheeses, especially processed varieties – cheese slices and spreads 
 Crackers and snack foods – salted crackers, chips and snack foods, party spreads and 
 dips 
 Baking products – baking soda and baking powder 
 Canned foods – canned and instant soups, canned vegetables, vegetable juices,   
        tomato sauce 
 Condiments – ketchup, sauces (chili, BBQ, soy, steak, Worcestershire, MSG, meat     
 tenderizers) 
 Drugs – certain medications contain large amounts of sodium, so check labels and     
       warning statements on over-the-counter products. 
 So what’s a person to do?  Well, that’s where spices come into play.  Replacing salt 
and sugar, too, with nutrient-dense spices not only adds flavor, it also increases mental 
focus, reduces muscle pain and revs up metabolism (AARP The Magazine/Real 
Possibilities).  Try things like: 
 Crushed Red Pepper Flakes – add a teaspoon or two into pasta sauce or chili 
 Ginger – drink ginger tea or add a tablespoon of fresh ginger to stir-fries 
 Thyme – add a couple of teaspoons of dried thyme to soups and stews 
 Cinnamon – add a teaspoon to oatmeal, hot cocoa, even BBQ sauce, to lower blood    
 pressure 
 Rosemary – sprinkle a tablespoon of fresh (or a teaspoon of dried) on roasted 
 potatoes and meats 
 Turmeric – add a teaspoon of this golden powder in soups and curries   
 Once you start shaking the salt habit, you’ll find that recipes can be even more 
delicious and flavorful when you add spices and seasoning (garlic, oregano, basil, lemon 
juice) to some of your favorite dishes.  Bon Appetito! 
        Submitted by Nina Pesce  
  



 
The Animal Corner 
 HEALING HEROES. Animal assisted therapy, which can include cats, horses and 
llamas, as well as dogs, positively affects the lives of patients, residents and students at 
hospitals, nursing homes and schools in the U.S. and other countries, according to Paula 
Scott-Ginn, for the Washington-based Pet Partners in an article in The Costco 
Connection. These animals help reduce stress that impedes the immune function and 
slows down wound healing, according to the Department of Internal Medicine at the 
Mayo Clinic.  Disaster relief dogs and their handlers travel to assistance centers 
immediately following bombings, shootings and natural disasters, including Hurricane 
Katrina and the Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting.  There’s a wide range of pets 
that bring comfort during times of extreme stress and if you’re considering therapy work 
with your cat (yes, I said, cat), here’s a way to start: give Fluffy constant attention, hold 
her in your lap and take her on short trips, according to Bill Edwards, associated with 
Paws for People at St. Hubert’s Animal Welfare Center in nearby Madison, NJ.  See the 
entire article at www.costcoconnection.com.        
 JUST SAY NO! Dogs eat first and ask questions later, and that’s not always a good 
thing.  Some foods can be dangerous, according to Tina Wismer, DVM, at the ASPCA 
Poison Control Center.  Sure, we all know to keep Xylitol (sugar substitute), grapes, 
raisons, macadamia nuts and chocolate away from Fido, but did you know that yeast 
dough will continue to rise in Fido’s stomach and because alcohol is a byproduct of the 
process, you’ll have a drunk and painfully bloated dog. Remember onions, garlic, and 
other members of the Allium family are also a no-no.  How about moldy foods, which 
contain compounds that cause muscle tremors or seizures? Fido will have a trip to the vet 
after eating moldy grass that’s being uncovered after the winter’s snow melts. But don’t 
think cats that are selective eaters, can’t get into trouble.  The same foods that are 
dangerous to dogs are also off limits to cats.  Pay particular attention to senior cats’ diets 
as some owners may give baby food to older cats with health problems.  They may 
contain onion or garlic that can cause anemia. Avoid temptation and keep the pantry door 
closed. Compiled from www.aspca.org and www.WebMD.com.       
 A BIT OF TRIVIA ON A WINTER’S DAY. Pandas act very much like human 
babies.  They sleep in the same position and value their thumbs, are shy by nature and 
cover their face with a paw or duck their head when confronted by a stranger. But they 
like to cavort (like kids) and in China, pandas have been known to wander into mountain 
homes and get into pots and pans.  As adults, they become solitary and roam alone, 
mating once a year but  … still like to snuggle. Lions love their locks. Female lions 
actively court males that are more heavily and lushly maned, especially at night, which is 
reserved for socializing and grooming.  When fights break out among members of the 
pride, lions with flowing tresses get preferential treatment. Rogaine, anyone? Compiled 
from www.rd.com.    
 COAT CHECK.  Stroking Fido and Fluffy says “I 
love you,” but there are more benefits that go beyond a 
mutual exchange of affection.  Petting and paying 
attention can also give you clues about your pet’s health.  
Thinning hair could be an issue and may mean a thyroid 
gland doesn’t produce enough hormones.  Patchy hair loss 
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on dogs and cats probably means your pet is licking, biting, or scratching excessively due 
to an allergy – the most common skin problem. Dull hair (lost of luster) may mean Fido 
needs more healthy fats in his diet.  Fluffy’s unkempt appearance means something is 
wrong, as even the laziest cat will keep herself neat and clean - a trip to the vet is in 
order.  Does Fido’s coat stink even when he’s clean? A skin condition could be the 
culprit or a bacterial yeast infection, allergy or occasionally hypothyroidism, could be to 
blame. So get Fido and Fluffy used to being touched while their coats look normal so you 
can identify problems when their coats don’t – according to Will Draper, DVM, WebMD 
Pet Health Expert. Compiled from www.WebMD.com.  
 IT’S THAT TIME AGAIN. All cat licenses must be in by March 31 or incur a late 
fee. However, the exception to licensing is if the cat is maintained entirely indoors during 
its life and when taken outdoors for transport, is contained in a cage or carrier. This 
exemption does not apply to an animal that is walked on a leash or allowed outside in a 
fenced-in area or to any animal that has escaped. Cat licenses can be obtained in the 
Township Clerk’s Office at the Municipal Building.  The license fee includes a metal ID 
tag. There is a FREE RABIES CLINIC on March 12 from 8 to 10 AM at the Franklin 
Township Animal Shelter. While you’re at the Shelter, feel free to donate dry 
dog/puppy/cat/kitten food and toys, clean/worn towels/blankets/sheets, paper 
towels/sponges, flea medications, Q-Tips, catnip and bleach. You can visit the Shelter: 
Tuesday – Friday, noon to 3 PM and Saturday noon - 6 PM. If you cannot get to the 
Shelter, please contact me for help in getting your donated items to the Shelter at (732) 
356-0023 or at bagelsandhoney@comcast.net.  Please add your name and address to the 
package for a tax contribution response letter. The Shelter appreciates Canal Walk 
residents’ consistently generous contributions and so do the animals.  Thank you for 
caring and sharing.   
        Judy Gottlieb 
         
Design Solution 
 This month, we visit the New York upgraded model home of Deanna Lerner and Vic 
Abramowitz, a place filled with light, laughter, travel memories and joined with love.  
 Against the sidewall of the house, on the way to the front door, guests are greeted by 
a large scenic painting with an overflowing flower box beneath it.  A garden stool near 
the door accompanies this welcoming scene.   
 Step into the foyer onto the wood plank flooring and see your reflection in the 
slender, silver-framed mirror hanging over the custom made, antique finish mirrored 
console. With its solid loop draw pulls, this is an excellent choice for a pass through area 
that doesn’t impede traffic.  A large porcelain figurine from the late 1800’s – a gift from 
Deanna’s father – holds center stage while a contemporary glass box balances the weight 
at the end of the console.  Vic designed a creative display with stones and flowers in this 
vertical glass piece for an unusual display.  An ornate crystal chandelier echoes the light 
from the console and mirror.  
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 The living room holds a vintage baby grand piano facing the curved back, skirted 
sofa. Windows are hung with silk drapes that Deanna brought from her previous home.  
The silk drapes – French cuffed at the top in a complimentary color silk - were custom 
adapted to the higher ceilings with a wide broad band of the complimentary silk at the 
bottom. These were designed by Tom Sfisco of The Design Studio in Somerville, who 
assisted and guided Deanna and Vic in combining their individual two homes into one 
gracious residence.  
 In the living room, the glass top coffee table with a brass acorn and leaf decorated 
base is topped with a porcelain bowl marked with a Titanic imprint.  This table sits on a 
subtle toned patterned rug. An antique Trois Amis bronze sculpture on the end table was 
refitted into a lamp and has a spectacular shade also dimensionally covered with acorns 
and leaves.  Louis XVI armchairs, covered in a silk plaid, make for a charming place for 
friends and family to gather for an evening of music and conversation.  
 Separating the living room from the dining area is a sculptured wood lectern that Vic 
purchased from a noted artist that worked in wood.  On a sidewall, there is a wall hung 
wood and mirror artistic piece with a hidden drawer, made by the same artist. Stunning 
accents by an accomplished wood maker!   The large, beautiful round wooden top 
dining room table that seats 8, rests on an impressive wrought iron base.  The dining 
room pieces are balanced beautifully with the custom, oval mirror (again with acorn 
adornment) and the vintage wood original designed sideboard.  A wrought iron, curlicue, 
filigree chandelier over the table enhances and repeats the round backs of the woven 
floral fabric covered chairs.  It illuminates the antique, flower filled jardinière and stand 
placed on the sidewall beneath a painting of a winter scene. A glazed pottery, footed 
bowl on the table, again repeats the table shape. 
 The great room is just that – double height ceiling with sun streaming through the 
multiple windows. The fireplace holds center stage, and is overhung with a large screen 
TV. Crowning this wall is an original metal sculpture that tweaks one’s imagination as to 
its form. A rectangular glass top table over a steel inverted ‘skyscraper’ base – designed 
by Vic, sits on a colorful patterned rug in front of a cream color, oversized sofa.  One of a 
pair of toile lamps on the Country French chest, illuminates the wood cut Deanna’s 
daughter created during her studies at the Moore College of Art.  Subtle patterned, woven 
paisley armchairs on either side of a textured round ottoman, provides additional seating 
to the room.  
 On the shared wall with the kitchen, a slender seven-foot long wood console – an 
antique from the 1700’s - holds center stage. It is paired with a set of stripe fabric 
benches – that are pulled out for extra seating.  A trio of large pieces of art above the 
console is complemented by tall, slender lamps.  Smart design – balancing heavier pieces 



with light objects.   
 The kitchen has glazed white cabinets with black ubatuba granite countertops, offset 
by pale khaki painted walls.  The semi-octagonal shaped breakfast area has a round, 
white pedestal wood table. The accompanying chair seats are covered in a soft paprika 
paisley print which is also used on the custom valances over the windows and patio door.  
These were created by The Design Studio of Somerville who designed all the window 
settings in the house.  Deanna enjoys creating one-of-a-kind tablescapes using objects 
brought back from the extensive travel the pair embarks upon.  Guests love the theatre on 
the table with the different combinations of dancers, clowns, dolls, and animals – even a 
Norwegian Troll figurine. An opaque glass and wrought iron chandelier hangs over the 
natural gourd bowl on the table which holds their napkins.  A hand carved, antique 
gargoyle wood chair quietly sits by, holding one of Deanna’s collection of puppets. What 
a fun and conversation maker this room is!    
 A hall bathroom is sure to make you swoon with its diminutive crystal chandelier 
casting a soft glow on the subtle metallic gold tone wallpaper with white flowers.  On the 
wall, an arched gold leaf framed mirror hangs above the sink, and a Gustav Klimt framed 
print of The Kiss on another wall, works beautifully. There is a delicate bisque figurine 
on a small chest – absolutely divine.  
 The master bedroom is a glamorous getaway in pale blue and cream with a wrought 
iron headboard softened with pillows - and a puppet – on the bed’s pale print comforter.  
An armchair and ottoman in a plaid print, are next to the Country French cream and 
mahogany wood topped bedside table. It holds a delicate French bisque figurine made 
into a lamp on a painted wood base.   
 A triptych of Dancers from Jacob’s Pillow by Marilyn Kalish hangs over the bed. 
This fun couple brings additional warmth to the room with an oversized straw scarecrow 
sitting on the top of the tall armoire overlooking the room. Even the master closets have 
been customized with folding doors and shelving that pulls out for full access.  
  A scroll arm, dark wood banister with white painted spindles, escorts you upstairs to 
the loft. Stepping on a classic diamond point and pin dot carpet runner, your eye is drawn 
up to the scenic wall tapestry above the landing that was purchased on a trip to Japan.  An 
unusual trompe l’oeil print beckons you to linger and decide on the meaning in this 
Judaic piece of art. This home is a treasure trove of unusual, one-of-a-kind and important 
art.   
 Upstairs in the bathroom, Deanna found the same paisley wallpaper from her 
previous home and added a French poster and an ornate cream carved mirror for another 
spectacular room. The guest retreat with its pale celery painted walls is a lovely backdrop 
to the fluffy, paisley bedspread, multiple pillows and cream furniture – and of course, 
with imported Puss in Boots and Krakow Rabbi marionettes sitting quietly by.  A vintage, 
ninety year old, dark green side table, passed on from Deanna’s mother-in-law, holds a 
delicate lamp and casts a soft glow to welcome all visiting family and friends.   
 The upstairs loft is a casual spot with a cream fabric sofa and glass topped coffee 
table.  There is a Vic-built, Danish wall storage unit mingling books, pottery, art, and 
more puppets.  A mid-century opaque glass and steel rod floor standing lamp brightens 
the room. Deanna’s ornate dollhouse sits on an old sewing thread cabinet invoking 
wonderful memories of a time gone by.        
 If walls could talk, they would say ‘Bravo’ to a warm, interesting and livable home 



that two talented and inspired people have created.  Love of each other, of world travel 
and creatively combining their past experiences, has resulted in a beautiful and 
welcoming home – very well done! 
  Design thought for March: Include art in every room - there is no room in a house 
that does not benefit from displaying art. Why shouldn’t a closet have a picture, those 
bathroom walls will benefit from art, and even doors are great places to hang art. You 
will be surrounded by beauty that makes you smile. 
 This column is for your home decorating questions and to celebrate your own design 
solution.  Each month, Canal Walk residents may submit a decorating question and get a 
Design Solution in the Canal Walk Newsletter.  You can even be featured each month 
with a decorating solution that you’ve already accomplished.  Call me at 732 356-0023 or 
email me at bagelsandhoney@comcast.net for your Design Solution! 
                                                                                         Judy Gottlieb 
 
 
 
 
HOME HINTS 
Let's Talk Springs and Other Things 
 Not the season of spring, but the springs in the garage door. Each garage door in the 
single family homes and townhouses has two torsion springs to help the garage door 
opener lift and lower the door. The springs take some of the weight off the doors and 
generally last about 10 years. When a spring breaks, you might hear a noise in the garage, 
but you won't see any loose parts on the floor because the spring is on a bar above the 
door. If you look up at the spring, you will see two pieces broken apart.  The opener will 
struggle to open the door, especially if it's a double door. Replacing the springs is a job 
for a professional.  Both springs on each door should be replaced at the same time. Some 
homeowners also replace the garage door opener when replacing the springs, but I'm not 
sure if that is necessary. If you have two garage doors and only use one regularly there is 
probably no need to change them both. 
  If your garage door is not insulated, there is a kit you can purchase on-line from 
Home Depot or Lowes for about $80. It can be installed on the inside of the doors and 
will help keep the garage warmer in winter and cooler in summer.  The kit can be 
installed by a handyman in an hour or two, doesn't require making any holes in the door, 
and won't affect the way the door opens or closes. I had it installed in my garage, and I 
can feel the difference. 
  Lastly, if you keep pulling too far forward when you park in your garage, you can 
get a rubber stop mat that you duct tape to the floor. When you roll over the first bump 
it's time to stop.  Before taping it down make sure that you're clear of the closed garage 
door and with enough space to walk around the car. The cost is about $20, and you can 
buy it on-line or at an auto parts store. 
          Jeff Shpiner  
 
THE POETRY CORNER 
The Satnav – A new poem by Pam Ayres 
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I have a little Satnav, It sits there in my car 
A Satnav is a driver's friend it tells you where you are. 
I have a little Satnav, I've had it all my life 
It's better than the normal ones, My Satnav is my wife. 
It gives me full instructions, Especially how to drive 
"It's sixty miles an hour", it says, "You're doing sixty five" 
It tells me when to stop and start, And when to use the brake 
        and tells me that it's never ever, Safe to overtake. 
It tells me when a light is red, And when it goes to green 
It seems to know instinctively, Just when to intervene 
It lists the vehicles just in front, And all those to the rear 
And taking this into account, It specifies my gear. 
I'm sure no other driver, Has so helpful a device 
For when we leave and lock the car, It still gives its advice. 
It fills me up with counselling, Each journey's pretty fraught 
So why don't I exchange it, And get a quieter sort? 
Ah well, you see, it cleans the house, Makes sure I'm properly fed 
It washes all my shirts and things, And keeps me warm in bed! 
Despite all these advantages, And my tendency to scoff,  
           I only wish that now and then, I could turn the bugger off. 
                  …from the Internet    
      Submitted by Jay del Prado 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
POTPOURRI– Jokes, Puzzles, Food for Thought 
 Change Your Thinking    
  
It will take just 37 seconds to read this and change your thinking..  
Two men, both seriously ill, occupied the same hospital room.    
One man was allowed to sit up in his bed for an hour each afternoon to help drain the 
fluid from his lungs.  
His bed was next to the room's only window.     
The other man had to spend all his time flat on his back.    
The men talked for hours on end.  
They spoke of their wives and families, their homes, their jobs, their involvement in the 
military service, where they had been on vacation.   
 Every afternoon, when the man in the bed by the window could sit up, he would pass the 
time by describing to his roommate all the things he could see outside the window.     
The man in the other bed began to live for those one hour periods where his world would 
be broadened and enlivened by all the activity and color of the world outside.    
 The window overlooked a park with a lovely lake.  
 Ducks and swans played on the water while children sailed their model boats. Young 
lovers walked arm in arm amidst flowers of every color and a fine view of the city 
skyline could be seen in the distance.    
 As the man by the window described all this in exquisite details, the man on the other 
side of the room would close his eyes and imagine this picturesque scene. 
One warm afternoon, the man by the window described a parade passing by.    
Although the other man could not hear the band - he could see it in his mind's eye as the 
gentleman by the window portrayed it with descriptive words.    
Days, weeks and months passed.    
   
One morning, the day nurse arrived to bring water for their baths only to find the lifeless 
body of the man by the window, who had died peacefully in his sleep.  



She was saddened and called the hospital attendants to take the body away.     
As soon as it seemed appropriate, the other man asked if he could be moved next to the 
window. The nurse was happy to make the switch, and after making sure he was 
comfortable, she left him alone.     
Slowly, painfully, he propped himself up on one elbow to take his first look at the real 
world outside. 
He strained to slowly turn to look out the window besides the bed.     
It faced a blank wall.    
  
The man asked the nurse what could have compelled his deceased roommate who had 
described such wonderful things outside this window.    
The nurse responded that the man was blind and could not even see the wall.    
She said, 'Perhaps he just wanted to encourage you.'    
 
Epilogue:    
  
There is tremendous happiness in making others happy, despite our own situations.     
Shared grief is half the sorrow, but happiness when shared, is doubled.      
If you want to feel rich, just count all the things you have that money can't buy.     
'Today is a gift; that is why it is called The Present.'    
  
Origin: Unknown               
      Submitted by Jay del Prado 
 
No Driver’s License? 
 My neighbor was working in his yard when he was startled by a late model car that 
came crashing through his hedge and ended up in his front lawn. He rushed to help an 
elderly lady driver out of the car and sat her down on a lawn chair. 
He said with excitement, "You appear quite elderly to be driving." 
 "Well, yes, I am," she replied proudly.  "I'll be 97 next month, and I am now old enough, 
that I don't even need a driver's license anymore." 
He asked, "How do you know?" 
"The last time I went to my doctor, he examined me and asked if I had a driver's license. 
I told him, yes and handed it to him." 
He took scissors out of the drawer, cut the license into pieces, and threw them in the 
waste basket, saying, 'You won't need this anymore.' 
 So I thanked him and left!  
     Origin unknown        
        Submitted by Sue Smith 
  

 

 
 
                                                  January rainbow on Hale submitted by Paul Leath 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
RECIPES 
Banana Pudding Cake 
 
Total Time:  45 min  
Prep:  30 min  
Cook: 15 min  
 
Yield:  8 servings  
 
Level:  Easy  
 
Ingredients  
4 large eggs  
3/4 cup sugar  
3 tablespoons all-purpose flour  
1/2 teaspoon plus a pinch salt  
2 cups whole milk  
1/2 teaspoon vanilla extract  
30 to 40 vanilla wafers  
3 to 4 medium ripe bananas  
 
Directions  
Separate the yolks from the whites of 3 of the eggs; set aside the whites. Add the 
remaining whole egg to the yolks.  
 
In a saucepan, whisk together 1/2 cup sugar, the flour and 1/2 teaspoon salt. Stir in the 
whole egg and 3 yolks, and then stir in the milk. Cook uncovered, stirring often, until the 
mixture thickens, about 10 minutes. Remove from the heat and stir in the vanilla.  
 
Preheat the oven to 425 degrees F.  
 
Spread a thin layer of the pudding in a 1 1/2-quart casserole dish. Arrange a layer of 
vanilla wafers on top of the pudding. Thinly slice the bananas crosswise, about 1/8 inch 
thick, and arrange a layer of banana slices over the wafers. Spread one-third of the 
remaining pudding over the bananas and continue layering wafers, bananas and pudding, 
ending with pudding.  
 
To make the meringue, beat the reserved egg whites with a pinch of salt until they are 
stiff. Gradually beat in the remaining 1/4 cup sugar and continue beating until the whites 
will not slide out of the mixing bowl when it is tilted.  



 
Spread the meringue over the pudding with a spatula, making a few decorative peaks on 
top, and bake until the meringue is lightly browned, 5 minutes.  
                                                              Submitted by Ronnie Bayer 
 
THEATRICAL REVIEWS 
 Brooklyn is a breath of fresh air. It's a lovely movie. And it has no car chases, 
explosions, shootings, superheroes, zombies, vampires, drug or alcohol addiction, 
animation or loud noises.  
 It's a romance set in another time, another world, but one Canal Walkers should be 
quite acquainted with. The story takes place in the 50's and the world the film recreates is 
one that will produce more than a little nostalgia. I know it's a cliché to refer to those 
times as simpler, but the temptation to feel that way, if only for the two hours the film 
runs, is difficult to resist. 
 The story concerns a young woman, Eilis Lacey, from a small village in Ireland, who 
lives there with her widowed mother and older sister, Rose. A good big sister, Rose 
decides it would be best for Eilis to leave their village and go to America to make 
something of her life. Rose knows that her sister is clever and that opportunities are 
scarce in their town. There's also an undertone in the village of everyone putting their 
noses in everyone else's business with gossipy judgmentalism that tends to keep people in 
their place.  
 A not uncommon figure in Irish literature and drama is that of the dutiful daughter 
who becomes an old maid feeling morally bound to care for her aged mother. Rose is 
determined that this will not be Eilis's fate and so, she's off to America. She's a naïve, 
innocent and sweet girl who has no knowledge of what lies ahead as she boards the not 
very fancy ship that will take her to New York. Her scary and unpleasant voyage is 
shown as are her efforts to befriend strangers on the trip. 
 She has the help of a priest known to her family and so ends up in Brooklyn, in a 
female boarding house run by the excellent English actress, Julie Walters, who, though 
prissy and argumentative, has a heart of gold and takes Eilis under her wing. She gets a 
job in a department store and begins to adjust to life in a Brooklyn full of immigrants and 
children of immigrants. 
 Eilis is played wonderfully by the talented young actress, Saorse Ronan who wins 
the audience's heart. She's been nominated for the Best Actress Oscar for this role. The 
film itself is a Best Picture nominee. 
 Eilis meets a young man and a romantic relationship develops. He's an Italian 
American plumber from a warm and friendly family. From him she learns about baseball, 
Italian food Coney Island and more. And she likes it all. 
 Then a development happens that requires her to return to Ireland for a while. In 
Ireland she becomes the object of attention of a young Irish man. This man is kind, 
friendly, attentive, from a good family and charmed by Eilis. The question becomes, will 
she return to her Brooklyn plumber or remain in Ireland with this local swain? I know 
what I and, I think, most of the audience were rooting for, but you have to see the movie 
to find out what choice she makes. During the time she ponders her decision, she has 
brought home to her, strongly, a key difference between Brooklyn and her little village. It 
is this discovery that leads to her choice. 



 The film is delightful. It has warmth and humor. It's rated PG13. 
       By Frank Catalina 
 
Wanted: Reviews of all kinds are wanted from the residents of Canal Walk. Please 
send your submission with your selection, your opinion of it, and any other 
information you feel is pertinent. Send to ecatalina2@verizon.net 
 
EATING IN/EATING OUT 
 
Café Picasso 
81 West Main Street 
Somerville, NJ 08876 
908-429-8850 
 
 From the outside, Café Picasso appears small and unimpressive.  Once you enter, 
however, the ambience quickly changes.  There’s a water fountain bubbling away on the 
wall and the lobby invites you to see beyond.  True to its name, there are reprints around 
the dining rooms from the artist of its namesake. 
 My Canal Walk friend and I went for lunch on a Wednesday afternoon.  A number of 
tables were full, but we were seated immediately.  Our waitress asked if we had a bottle 
to open.  Not realizing it was a BYOB, I ran next door to a liquor store for a bottle of 
Pinot Grigio.  Tasty bread and garlic knots were placed on the table, along with seasoned 
olive oil.  We both ordered the Cappellini Briatico which consisted of seared black 
mussels, smoked salmon and calamari served over angel hair pasta. 
 When the meals arrived, we were pleasantly surprised at the size of the portion.  
They certainly didn’t look like the lunch size we were expecting.  The plate was large and 
we couldn’t wait to dig in.  My friend and I did justice to this delicious dish, mopping up 
the sauce with the bread.  The waitress had informed us that all luncheon  pasta dishes 
were $8.99 and chicken dishes were $9.99.  What a bargain!  The couple next to us had 
gotten their lunch a few minutes before us and, being friendly, I asked how they were 
enjoying theirs.   Both agreed that the choices they made were, indeed, delicious.  One 
dish was Rigatoni Genovese, which consisted of garlic, mushrooms, sausage and a 
wonderful sauce served over pasta, and the other was Pollo Veneziana, which was seared 
chicken breast, served with carmelized onions, walnuts and roasted peppers, topped with 
mozzarella cheese and sauce.  They agreed that there were so many items on the menu,   
it was hard to choose because they all sounded so good. 
 Since we were the testers for Canal Walk, we had to sacrifice our New Year’s 
resolutions and try the desserts.  After all, it wouldn’t be fair to our readers not to give a 
full report.  I had the apple crumb cheesecake and my companion had the Venice Torte.  
The presentation of the desserts was impressive.  Strawberries and blueberries surrounded 
the cakes along with tiny mounds of whipped cream with a chocolate drizzle.  The 
cheesecake was good, but the Venice Torte was delicious. 
 The restaurant consists of several small rooms and one long room that might seat 25 
to 30.  The décor is lovely in all of the dining areas.  I suggest you ask to be seated 
beyond the first room where it is quieter and more relaxing. 
 Parking on Main Street can be a problem.  One should try the ShopRite lot only one 
and a half blocks away.  A number of years ago, Café Picasso was located in this lot next 
to the Pathmark (now Shoprite).   As an enticement to try Café Picasso, they have special 
offers.  Every Monday and Tuesday, it’s ½ price pasta, every Wednesday it’s ½ price 
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chicken and every Thursday they call it “Date Night” from 4:00PM – 9:00PM  where you 
get one appetizer, two entrees and one dessert with coffee for $52.75 per couple.  So 
make a visit.  You will not be disappointed.  Enjoy! 
       Submitted by Joan Klimpl 
 
 
KYMA GREEK CUISINE                 
24 East Main Street                                             
Somerville, NJ  08876 
908-864-4730 
www.kymacuisine.com 
 
 Being new to the area, we have spent much of the last 4 months scouting out good 
restaurants.  We wanted to share one of our favorites.  KYMA, the Greek/Mediterranean 
Restaurant on East Main Street in Somerville has consistently been a winner.  We've been 
there for lunch several times and have always left very pleased.  The dinner menu is more 
expansive and offers fresh grilled fish from their counter.  Their authentic Greek menu 
offers something for everyone at moderate prices.  We particularly like the Grilled 
Octopus Salad ($16) and any of the Souvlaki Platters ($11 with soup).  Their Moussaka 
($12 with soup) is rich and delicious and easily shared.  They have small plates as well as 
salads, sandwiches and entrees.  All lunch entrees include soup.  The service is extremely 
friendly and professional.  Though they offer a variety of Greek wines, you are also 
welcome to bring your own.  We only had dessert once, Baklava, of course, and it was 
fantastic.  All dishes are very authentic and made in house.  Hope to see you there.  
                                                                       Anita & Jack Samet  
 
 I am sure that many of you go out to dinner from time to time -We would like to hear 
from you so that we can pass on your good or not so good recommendations. Many of us 
come from all over New Jersey and others from out of state and do not know the area or 
where to dine - your input would be so very helpful. Please try to include the following: 
Name of Restaurant - Address - Telephone Number and Prices. Submit to Ellen Catalina 
at ecatalina2@verizon.net.      
                                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WHAT’S HAPPENING 
 
NEW JERSEY STATE THEATRE 
15 Livingston Avenue, New Brunswick – (732) 246-7469 
Mar 1                  8 PM                     Adam Lambert 
Mar 5                  8 PM                     Vienna Mozart Orchestra 
Mar 10                8 PM                     Howie Mandel 
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Mar 11                8 PM                     The Chieftains 
Mar 12                8 PM                     Bobby Bandiera’s Tribute to Bruce Springsteen, 
                                                         Bon Jovi, Southside Johnny, and Others 
Mar 13                3 PM                     Jerusalem Symphony Orchestra 
Mar 17                8 PM                     Rhythm in the Night 
Mar 19                8 PM                     New Jersey Symphony Orchestra – Romantic  
                                                         Masterworks from Schumann & Brahms   
Mar  31               8 PM                     Diana Ross – In the Name of Love Tour                                                                                                        
                               
HUNTERDON HILLS PLAYHOUSE (Dinner Show) 
88 Route 173 West, Hampton – (800) 447-7313 
Feb 7 – Apr 2                                   Spreading It Around 
(Matinees: Mon – Sat 11:30 AM & Sun 2 PM; Evenings: Sat 6:30 PM)  
 
VILLAGERS THEATRE 
415 DeMott Lane, Somerset – (732) 873-2710 
Mar 12 – 20                                      Dear Edwina, Jr.  
(Sat 12 & 3 PM & Sun 12 PM) 
 
GEORGE STREET PLAYHOUSE 
9 Livingston Avenue, New Brunswick – (732) 246-7717 
Mar 8 – 27                                        Sex With Strangers   
(Fri & Sat 8 PM; Sun 2 PM)                  
 
CIRCLE PLAYERS 
416 Victoria Avenue, Piscataway – (732) 968-7555 
Feb 19 – Mar 6                                 Eye of God 
(Fri & Sat 8 PM; Sun 3 PM)    
 
PAPER MILL PLAYHOUSE 
Brookside Drive, Millburn – (973) 376-4343 
Feb 4 – Mar 6                                    A Bronx Tale 
(Wed & Thu 7:30 PM; Fri & Sat 8 PM; Matinees: Thu, Sat & Sun 1:30 PM)  
  
RARITAN VALLEY COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
State Route 28 & Lamington Road, North Branch – (908) 725-3420                  
Mar 4                  7 PM                       New Shanghai Circus 
Mar 5                  8 PM                       Lustig Dance Theatre 
 
Mar 11                7 PM                      LIVE WIRE: The Electricity Tour – Doktor 
                                                          Kaboom! 
Mar 13                3 PM                      San Jose Taiko 
Mar 19                3 PM                      A Midsummer Night’s Dream – American   
                                                           Reportory Ballet 
Mar 26         2 & 7 PM                      The Pigeoning – Robin Frohardt       
 



THE SUMMIT PLAYHOUSE 
10 New England Avenue, Summit – (908) 273-2192 
Mar 4 -6, 11-13, 18 & 19                   Driving Miss Daisy   
(Fri & Sat 8 PM; Sun 2 PM)                                                
 
MASON GROSS SCHOOL OF PERFORMING ARTS 
85 George Street, New Brunswick – (732) 932-7511 
Nicholas Music Center 
Mar 4           7:30 PM                          Jazz Ensemble I 
Mar 5           7:30 PM                          Rutgers Symphony Orchestra 
Mar 6                2 PM                          Bruk-Hoffmann Duo Ballet and Opera for Two 
                                                            Pianos 
Mar 7          7:30 PM                           Rutgers Mingus Band 
Mar 10        7:30 PM                           Mason Gross Pops! Imani Meets Many! 
Mar 21        7:30 PM                           Curtis on Tour      
Victoria J. Mastrobuono Theatre 
Mar 2 – 6                                             Rutgers Theatre Company Presents “Silentium” 
(Wed – Sat 7:30 PM & Sun 2 PM) 
Schare Recital Hall  
Mar 10              3 PM                          Two Piano Spectacular 
Mar 23         7:30 PM                          Violin Master Class with Frank Almond            
Richard H. Shindell Choral Hall 
Mar 5          1 – 3 PM                          Vocal Master Class with Kathleen Kelly 
Mar 6           7:30 PM                          The Tran Script Project – Music From Poems        
 
McCARTER THEATRE CENTER 
91 University Place, Princeton – (609) 258-6500 
Matthew Theatre 
Mar 8 – 27                                            The Mousetrap 
(Tue, Mar 8 & Wed Mar 9 (only) & Thu 7:30 PM; Fri & Sat 8 PM; Matinees: Sat 3 PM 
& Sun 2 PM) 
Berlind Theatre 
Mar 12                      8 PM                   Hot Sardinis 
Mar 13                      8 PM                   Avi Avital 
Mar 25                                                  Under Pressure       
(Fri & Sat 8 PM; Matinee: Sat 2 PM)                                     
 
SOMERSET VALLEY PLAYHOUSE 
689 Amwell Road (Route 514), Hillsborough – (908) 369-7469 
Feb 26 – Mar 6                           The Graduate 
(Fri & Sat 8 PM; Sun 2 PM) 
 
BUCKS COUNTY PLAYHOUSE 
70 South Main Street, New Hope, PA – (215) 862-2121 
Mar 3 – 13                                   Defending the Caveman 
(Thu – Sat 8 PM; Matinees: Sat 5 PM & Sun 3 PM) 



Mar 19      4 & 8 PM                   Galaway Girls: Songs of Ireland       
                            Compiled by Ronnie Bayer 
 
 


