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FROM THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 Each year around this time we try to get to all clubs, committees and activities to 
bring the community up to date on our plans for 2019-2020. This is important 
information about upcoming improvements as we continue to MOVE FORWARD.  
AUDIT 2018 

 We have just completed a very satisfactory audit for 2018 by Wilkin/Guttenplan 
CPA. This has been the case for all the years that CWHOA has been in existence. The 
audit will be available in a few weeks for review at the office.  
TAXES 

 Now here’s something you may not have thought of. Are you aware the CWHOA 
does not pay any real estate taxes on either Clubhouse or any of the common areas? Why, 
you may ask? It is because the value of the amenities is reflected in the resale value of 
each home and, therefore, our individual property tax will be higher than the same house 
standing alone. Sad to say there is no senior discount.  
By the way CWHOA does pay modest Income Tax each year based primarily on our 
investment income. 
PAST AND PRESENT 

 For those who are new to Canal Walk, imagine Canal Walk without a second 
Clubhouse, Shuffleboard, Pickleball, the park like surroundings of our recreational areas, 
and the new guardhouse. Think about the second jitney which is used all the time. These 
are things we have been able to add in the last few years, while at the same time awarding 
THREE MAINTENANCE FREE months. 
 In addition there has been no increase in our Maintenance Fees since 2012. 
Remember, along with a vigorous social schedule and recreational facilities, this is 
whatattracted us all to Canal Walk.  
WHAT‘S NEXT? THE FUTURE 

 Now, let’s take a look at the future. As you probably know our theme after 
settlement with the Developer is MOVING FORWARD. The idea is to add to our 
activities and facilities while keeping the current facilities as the best in New Jersey. 
The first thing to note is: ALL OF THE PROJECTS LISTED BELOW WILL BE 
COMPLETED WITHOUT ANY INCREASE IN THE MAINTENANCE FEE OR 
SPECIAL ASSESSMENT. WE ALWAYS PLAN FOR THE FUTURE NEEDS AND 
ALLOCATE FUNDS ACCORDINGLY BASED ON A FIVE YEAR PLANNING 
CYCLE. 
 Here are projects the Board has on the agenda for discussion and/or implementation 
over the next 12-18 months. Remember all costs have been planned and budgeted for. 
And in many instances, the developer will pay the cost.  



 BERNIE WORST is managing a project for installing a generator for the Main 
Clubhouse for Emergency power outages. It will provide for protection for our fire 
systems, pools and sump pumps, and prevent freezing pipes in winter.  
But, more importantly, some residents will need electricity for medical equipment such as 
oxygen, nebulizers, CPAP machines as well as refrigeration for insulin and other 
medications as the community ages. 
 NICK IORIO is leading our effort with our attorney to update and/or modify our By 
Laws, to reflect 2020 realities and changes based on NJ Law. These updates are a number 
of minor changes and do not reflect any expenditures. They are based on advice from our 
Attorney and Financial and Insurance advisers. An example is that our voting procedure 
has changed, so the vast majority of votes are mailed in today. So we need to reflect that 
in the way we deal with a large number of candidates in the future.  
 The two items above will be voted on by a mail-in vote in the near future. We need 
everyone to respond promptly so we can implement the changes for the fall. (July 2019) 
Here are ten additional improvement projects which are already funded, some of which 
will be paid for by the developer. 
1.      Complete the front gate area. (Gate Area) with Belgian Block or other material. * 

2.      Add Speed Humps on inbound and outbound lanes at entrance.* 

3.      Install Raised Intersection at Bayard and Massachusetts. 
4.      Update and Repair the Front Entrance Walls, Landscaping and Lighting. 
5.      Finish the Open Area at Bayard Rd and CW Blvd into a park with gazebo.* 

6.      Locate a storage area for snow/landscaping equipment and salt. 
7.      Possibly establish a temporary, ad hoc, Advisory Panel in the fall, comprised of 
 potential future board members. 
8.      Complete the transfer of title of the Common Property to CWHOA. 
9. Election – October 2019.  Project Leaders: Nick Iorio and Bernie Worst are running 
for re-election.   
10. As you may know, the developer owns the land at Schoolhouse Road and Mettlers 
Lane. He is exploring various options for development with the township and their 
engineering firm. * 
 The current option is for a Congregate Care facility which is apartment rentals for 
adults.  The working project is called POND VIEW. We continue to monitor this and 
when it is further along, we will organize an open community meeting with the builder to 
bring you the latest information, much as we did for Bryant Court and the shopping 
center. 
 The * indicates developer will pay cost. 
ELECTION CANDIDATES 

 Anyone wishing to run for the Board in October should submit their name to the 
office in writing not later than 4:30 on June 28, 2019 including name, address and contact 
information. All candidates must be a member in good standing in order to be elected. 
 
  

Jim Lyttle, Bob Rossomando, Nick Iorio and Bernie Worst 
 

 

 



CANAL WALK’S OWN WEBSITE 

Canal Walk residents can check on what activities are planned and sign up for 
activities right from their home computer. Just type this address and you will get to our 
Canal Walk Website: http://www.canalwalkhoa.com. 
 The Website is managed by Howard Kliger, Elaine Whelan, Mo Kim, Fred Ford and 
Susan Kobren.  

 
 

TO SEE CLUBHOUSE ACTIVITIES ON YOUR TV: 
NOW ON CHANNEL 8 IF YOU DO NOT HAVE AN HD CABLE BOX 

OR USE CHANNEL 281 IF YOU DO HAVE AN HD CABLE BOX 

 

Canal Walk Reservation Policy    

For activities sponsored by the Committees and the Activity Director 

•         Sign-ups/Reservations are required for all events and each event is first come, 
first served. 

•         A reservation is only confirmed when the Event Flyer is completed, date 
stamped and payment in full is received (Checks Payable to C.W.H.O.A.A.F). 
Cash is not accepted. 

•         Reservations are always restricted to Canal Walk residents for a period of 
time. This period may vary depending on the event and lead time. 

•         Each Residence (not resident) is entitled to make a reservation for two 
people, one of which may be a guest. 

•         After the exclusive several week period for residents, the event will be open 
to guests. 

•         When events are sold out, a reasonable waiting list will usually be maintained 
for those who have paid in full.  From time to time, an additional trip for an event 
may be arranged at a later date. 

•         All residents are encouraged to check the Lobby carousels and the Website 
regularly. 

Canal Walk Refund Policy 

•         Effective March 1, 2019, the following is a revision to the Refund Policy for any and 
all tickets, trips or reservations made for events arranged by the Clubhouse Activities, 
Cultural Arts and Trips and Travel Committees and the Activity Director. 
•         Once you register and pay for any event or trip, you have the absolute right to 
admission for that event. There will be no refunds for any reason. The only exception is if 
there is a wait list which the office may maintain. If there is a wait list, the office will 



provide it to you if you wish to sell your tickets.It is your responsibility to contact 
persons on the list to sell your ticket. This policy is to properly manage our finances and 
is consistent with almost all performance venues.  
•         If you cannot use the reservation, you may sell your ticket or right to admission, or 
give it to someone else. The office should be advised of any changes to the reservation so 
that we can account for everyone attending. 
 
 

From the Enclave Board 
Board Election 

 On April 18th, the Enclave community re-elected John LoPresti and Ben Caudo to a 
two-year term. Ben will serve as President of the Enclave at Canal Walk Board of 
Directors and John as its Vice Present. Bruce Schulman will continue as the Treasurer. 
 The Enclave Board of Directors and the community would like to thank 
John LoPresti for his leadership, service, and dedication for the past three years as 
President of the Board. During that time, John has led the Association through complex 
and challenging negotiations that have laid the foundation for the Enclave’s success 
going forward. 
New Enclave Buildings 

 On April 14th,the Enclave’s newest building, the Hamilton, officially opened and is 
almost completely sold out. We’re looking forward to meeting our new neighbors! 
 The next building, the Inverness, is expected to open by the end of the year, followed 
by our final building, the Jamestown, opening sometime next year. Once complete, the 
Enclave will include 293 low rise units and 38 townhome style units for a total of 331 
condominium units. 
Transition 

 As of this writing, the Board and the Sponsor are extremely close to reaching a 
transition settlement. The negotiation process has been challenging, but the Board 
continues to be committed to do all that is reasonable to reach the best settlement possible 
for our Association. 
 
Enclave Board of Directors: Ben Caudo, John LoPresti, Bruce Schulman 
 

Sale referral incentives offered to Canal Walk homeowners. 

 There are less than 18 single family homes left to sell in the last phase of Canal 
Walk, and we are offering current Canal Walk homeowners an incentive to refer your 
friends and family!  Don't let them miss out if they have been thinking of moving into 
this beautiful community.  Please contact our sales office at 732-356-1191 for details.   
      

Andrew Tendler 
Vice President 
Community Development 

 

 



Covenants Committee 
 WOW! These reports are getting fun to write.  The weather has finally turned in our 
favor, jackets are put away, shorts and short sleeve shirts come out; we are sitting on our 
patios or in our driveways enjoying the weather.   
 Even better for the Covenants Committee, the PMRs are coming in with all the 
information required, so we can process the PMRs quickly and get the responses back to 
you in a timely manner.  Also, when residents have questions about needing a PMR or 
information required for a PMR, they are calling members of the Committee or checking 
with the Office.  Net result PMRs that are complete.  Thank you for taking the time to 
make this process work efficiently.   

Dave Lyttle 

  
            

BE GREEN.  GO GREEN.  HELP SAVE OUR ENVIRONMENT. 

 

 The nextHazardous Waste day will be on June 15 at the Franklin Township 
Sewerage Authority, 70 Commerce Drive, Somerset, NJ 08873 from 9:00 AM to 2:00 
PM.  Also, will be on the first Saturdays of every month (May 4th) at the Somerset 
County Recycling Center at 40 Polhemus Lane, Bridgewater (near the ball park) from 
9:00 AM to 2:00 PM. 
 The nextOperation Secure Shred will be on June 15 at the Somerset County Public 
Works Garage, North County Facility, at 411 Chimney Rock Road, Bridgewater, NJ 
08807 from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM.   
Consumer Electronics recycling is on: 

A. Saturday drop-offs are at the South County Public Works (8:00 AM to 2:00 PM), 
at 410 Roycefield Road, Hillsborough, NJ 08844  on every first Saturday of the 
month and  

B. Weekdays at the North County Public Works Facility (7:30 AM to 3:00 PM), 411 
Chimney Rock Road, Bldg. B (north of Rte. 22), Bridgewater, NJ 08807. 

Medical Waste Disposal: 
 Expired/unused medicines and OTC drugs can be dropped off in the lobby of the 
Franklin Police Department, 495 DeMott Lane, Somerset, NJ 08873 (732)873-5533.  
This is open 24 hours a day.  Be sure to scratch off or blank out your name on the bottles. 
 Sharp needles and other similar medical waste should never be recycled.  Disposal 
containers and information are available.  Call for hours and specific locations: 
 RWJU Hospital (Somerville) – 908-685-2200 ext. 3258 
 St. Peter’s Hospital – 732-742-8600 ext. 8282 
 Princeton Medical Center – 609-497-4266. 
        from The CW Men’s Club 

          

 

Activities and Announcements 

 

 



SINGERS WANTED FOR THE CW 
CHORUS! 

AMATEURS ARE WELCOMED! 

PLEASE JOIN US IN THE 
CLUBHOUSE AT 1PM ON MONDAYS. 

WE SING AT NURSING HOMES, 

VETERANS HOSPITALS AND FOR 
OUR FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS 
HERE AT CANAL WALK ON 
VARIOUS OCCASIONS. 

COME AND HAVE FUN AND JOIN US 
IN THE JOY OF SINGING! 
For more information, please call: 
Jackie Weighart at 732-469-9292 

 
 

CANAL WALK ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE 
 The Activities Committee has had a busy year so far producing a number of 
events…some oldies and some new goodies.  We started January by celebrating Chinese 
New Year.Then we moved on to Presidents’ Day and an evening with Abe Lincoln.  
Somewhere along the line, we fit in a tribute to New Orleans Zydeco style music and still 
had time for our own Club Night at Canal Walk, an evening of night club style music 
provided by Tuvia Zimber. After a pause to catch our collective breath, we are on the 
way to planning our summer activities.  The Activities Committee is hosting two pool 
parties this summer:  the first is on Friday night, July 5, and the second is on Friday night, 
August 9.  These parties around the pool are so popular that we are forced to make a hard 
decision.  When the sign-up sheets come out in early June, folks will be allowed to sign 
up only for either July or August – not both.  This is to allow everyone who is interested 
to have the chance to participate.  The parties will be similar and held around the pool as 
long as the weather cooperates.  Food, music with DJ Mel and dancing on the patio are 
planned. Last year we had to move both events indoors because of rainy weather.  Let’s 



hope this year’s weather will be better.  As usual, keep an eye out for the sign-up sheets 
found on the carousels in the Club House.  We look forward to seeing you. 
          Deborah Katz 

 

 

YOUNG AT HEART 

 
CALENDAR: 
June 6th - Jitney to Villager's Theatre - Shrek the Musical 
June 12th - Club Meeting with a Box Lunch Picnic 
June 20th - Cruise aboard the River Lady with Lunch at the Captain's Inn 
September 11th - Club Meeting 
September 19th - Feast of San Gennaro at the Brownstone in Paterson 
October 9th - Club Meeting 
October 23rd - Jitney Trip to Pedder's Village 
November 13th - Club Meeting 
November 20th - Jitney Trip to Delicious Orchards 
November 21st - Trip to NYC "The Ride" with Lunch at BucadiBeppo 
December 11th - Club Meeting with our Annual Train Show with Lunch at 
   Lobster House. 
 June is the month for Weddings, Graduations and a host of other wonderful 
events. The Young at Heart Club will celebrate with a Box Lunch Picnic. 
We are planning games and a chance to share our summer plans with friends. 
Flyers will be available for our September and October events.  Please plan on joining us, 
the more the merrier. 
 
       Joanne Polito 
        Jule Graham 

  

SUNDAY CINEMA SEASON SIX - COMING ATTRACTIONS: 

    



    
 

• JUNE 9, 2019  - Doubt - 2009 Screen Actors Guild Best Actress Award  

 Canal Walk movie lovers enjoyed a Sunday afternoon watching The Big Sick on 
April 14.  Vicki Hassermoderated the movie which was based on a true story about a 
couple who not only learn about each other, but come to understand family traditions, 
unexpected hardships and forgiveness. Vicki led the discussion of the impact of 
relationships and ethnic societies - outstanding job, as usual!A lucky winner won the 
related movie trivia contest ‘healthy’ prize. Abundant gourmet appetizers and desserts 
kept the residents socializing with their neighbors before and after the film. Birthdays are 
special at Sunday Cinema and April birthdays were celebrated with ‘kisses’ and good 
wishes. 
 Join us on June 9 for the last film of the sixth season as the award winning film, 
Doubt, is presented. The movie tells the story of a Catholic grade school in the 
hermetically sealed world of 1964 and the reforms of Vatican II. The progressive parish 
priest, played by Philip Seymour Hoffmanin an outstanding performance, and the 
parishhead nun,played by the terrific actress, Meryl Streep, lead to a power struggle at the 
movie’s core.  
 ALL CANAL WALK RESIDENTS ARE WELCOME TO COME TO 

SUNDAY CINEMA to relax, view, socialize and discuss award winning classic, 
documentary and independent films. Sunday Cinema meets each month in the fall, winter 
and spring. We gather in the Ladies Card Room at 1:30 PM for a 2 PM film start.  
 Please check the calendar in the Canal Walk Newsletter, on the Website and Cable 
Station, along with the Clubhouse Lobby poster, for the entire schedule of all the FREE 
upcoming film events. To receive email notices with current information, email Marion 
at myudow@gmail.com. See you at the movies! 
        Marion Yudow and Judy Gottlieb 



 

CANAL WALK IRISH AMERICAN CLUB 

 Finally, all around us are greenery and lovely blossoms after the showers of April 
brought forth the May flowers, but the temperature does not seem to go along with the 
date.  By the time you read this we will be ready for our outdoor pools and sunny days of 
June. 
 Our first major event for 2019 was the trip to Ellis Island.  We were very fortunate in 
that we did not have rain. Everything went smoothly and we all had an interesting day 
looking at the many exhibits and photos.  
 

     
   The hall at Ellis Island, the 1

st
 place immigrants went through. 

    
   The Irish American Club clustered around the main sign of Ellis Island. 

 

 Following our usual practice, we gave out the flyers for our June trip to Ocean Grove 
at our Annual Meeting in May.  Check to see if there are flyers in the carousel which will 
indicate there are still some spaces left. Take one if there are, as there will be a waiting 
list as usual (There are always last-minute cancellations for our trips by members for 
whom unexpected events crop up) 
Here are the rest of the scheduled Club events for the year: 
JUNE 11                   Outing to Ocean Grove/Luncheon - Spring Lake Heights 
SEPTEMBER 27     Possible trip to Celtic Fest in Bethlehem, PA, 
OCTOBER 17         Luncheon Outing, (via jitney) Thatcher McGhee’s, Denville 
NOVEMBER 14      Clubhouse Meeting: a speaker on the History of the Development of  
            Irish Cuisine.  More details later in the year.        
DECEMBER 5         Annual Pot Luck Dinner     



 As we have mentioned before, should anyone have a suggestion for either an event 
or a guest speaker, please contact Sally Zacharczyk, our busy Cultural/Events 
Coordinator. 
 
        Brigid Murphy Brown 

 

 

SHUTTERBUGS 

MONTHLY MEETINGS: The subject of the monthly challenge and presentation in the 
April Shutterbugs general meeting was “Abstract”.  This turned out to be a little 
controversial due to the vagueness of the definition of abstract.  It was a popular subject – 
a near record number of images were submitted. Extra credit was awarded for a 
photograph with no post processing or editing.  A sampling of the submissions by Becky 
Witt, David Reissman, Jay Wald, and Jorge Rivera is attached.  
 

 
     by Becky Witt    by David Reissman 

 
      by Jay Wald            by Jorge Rivera 

 



RECENT PHOTOS: The bridge captured in an unusual photo by Debbie Stuart in last 
month’s CW newsletter article was the George Washington Bridge. This month we show 
photos submitted during April by Julie Nixon and Nick Ciampa, attached.   
 

 
     by Julie Nixon     by Nick Ciampa 

PHOTO EVENTS: In April, the Shutterbugs went on a photo trip to Longwood Gardens 
in Pennsylvania to capture images of the spring flowers, the fountains and the 
conservatory.  A sample of pictures from Cheryl Wald, Janice Klein, Jay Del Prado and 
Myrta Rivera is attached.   
 

 
     by Cheryl Wald     by Janice Klein 



 
   by Jay del Prado      by Myrta Rivera 

 

SHUTTERBUGS PROJECTS: A reception was held in the Freedom Clubhouse 
celebrating the opening of the Shutterbugs permanent display there.  See attached group 
photo.  All Canal Walk residents are encouraged to visit and enjoy the pictures now 
installed.    

     
 
 
WORKSHOPS: The Camera Basics Lesson 3 workshops for DSLR camera owners were 
started during April.  More lessons are planned through the summer.   
MEMBERSHIP: The Shutterbugs monthly meetings are scheduled for 7:00PM on the 
third Monday of each month (except for December 2019 when there is no meeting)in the 
Ballroom of the CW Clubhouse.  CW residents interested in photography are encouraged 
to join the Shutterbugs.  Membership forms are available from Julie Nixon at 
juliesnixon@gmail.com.   
           

         Hank Goldenberg 

 
 
 
 
 



GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS  

 Da’AwatulI slamia of Somerset has applied to construct a Mosque on Churchill Ave. 
This application would involve clearing existing buildings from the site to construct the 
new building. 
 A Pharmaceutical Company has applied to expand a facility on Franklin Square 
Drive. This will be warehousing and a laboratory. 
 The Drive Electric Earth Day Electric Event was held at the Municipal Plaza (behind 
the Senior Center) on April 23. 37 Electric Cars, 5 electric motorcycles and an e bike 
exhibited as well as companies manufacturing electric car charging stations. All 
production model Teslas exhibited, Chevy Bolts, Nissan Leafs, a Honda a Jaguar and 
several other models. 
         Paul Walitsky 

 

 

 

CANAL WALK QUILTERS   

 
On May 2nd several Canal Walk Quilters took a trip to Quilts for Kids in 

Pennsylvania, where we dropped off the bins of quilts made this year and received a tour 
of the facilities. Linda Ayre, the founder of Quilts for Kids, gave us a tour of the facility 
and explained the history of the not for profit organization. There are over 100 chapters in 
the US creating quilts to help seriously ill hospitalized children, children who are victims 
of disasters, violence and abuse. The quilters are all volunteers, as are those who run the 
stores and workshops. Linda’s PA group is working with an elementary school in 
California where fires devastated the homes of hundreds. Children are starting to return, 
but have nothing. They are given “Comfort Quilt” – something to hold on to as their lives 
are rebuilt. This is only one of their many projects. Linda’s quilters have a goal – 30,000 
quilts a year. 
 

 
 Linda Ayre, founder of Quilts for Kids  Barbara Shubiak, Kay Belling and Sue Watt 

 

 Fabric lovers will be in paradise when they visit the shop as all fabrics are 
discounted. The three Canal Walk Quilters all left with supplies to make more quilts. Go 
to www.QuiltsforKids.org to see a video and find more information. 

On Monday, June 24th, the quilters will hold their end of the year luncheon in the 
Freedom Clubhouse at 1:00 P.M. They will also share their quilts and plan for next year. 



They take the summer off to work on their own quilts or make more Quilts for Kids, and 
will go back to regular meetings in September. 

        Sue Watt 

   

BOWLING 
  

 We ended our Bowling season on May 6th, but we have great scores to report for the 
month of April. 
  
April 1st: Al Anderson 182, 165 and a 165; Angela Horan 179 and a 156 
 Barry Skolky154; Debbie Stuart 178 and a 156 

       Diane Esporrin 159; Irv Kobren171; Jeff Volker 201, 161 and a 159 

       Mike Palmieri 202, 177 and a 190; Mike Sabo 174; Nina Perzi 153 and a 174 
        Tom Brucker 166 and a 177. 
  
April 8th:   Al Anderson 150, 159 and a 176;Angela Horan 168 and a 161; 
                   Ann Allevi 160;Irv Kobren195 and a 185; Jeff Volker 170, 198 and a 168 

                   Marlene Glickman 190; Nina Perzi177 

                   Tony Buonacore216, 249 and a 235. 
  
April 15th:  Al Anderson 181;Bill McGill 165 and a 158;Debbie Stuart 153 
  Fran O'Connor 167; Jeff Volker 176, 164 and a 173 

                    Mike Palmieri 205, 169 and a 201; Nina Perzi162; Tom Brucker169 

                    Tony Buonacore242, 202 and a 225. 
  
April 22nd:  No bowling. 
  
April 29th:   Aggie Palmieri 169;Angela Horan 161 and a 151 

                     Bill McGill 182 and a 158;Jeff Volker 169, 158 and a 195 

                     Joanne Perzi153; Joanne Tornambe150 

                     Mike Dodd 150 and a 166; Mike Palmieri 221 and a 211; Nina Perzi 159. 
  
 Looking forward to reporting our last day of bowling next month and also a group 
photo of us at our bowling luncheon at Girasole's Restaurant. 
  
                                                 Joanne Perzi 

CANAL WALK WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

 Our group will be taking a break from studying “Ten Men of the Bible” and begin a 
study of the book of Isaiah. Sometimes we look at our lives or our world and wonder 
what good could possibly come out of it. That’s exactly what we find in the book of 
Isaiah. Through his life and his environment we can find comfort for our own troubled 
times. We follow a guidebook that offers questions leading us to study the Bible and 
encourages discussion and reflection. There is never any pressure to share or do the 
‘homework’ yet we enjoy the insight we hear from each other.  



 No matter your religious background, all are welcome to join us on Tuesday 
afternoons, from 4:00 to 5:00 in the Club Room in the main Clubhouse. The more the 
merrier as we learn together from this most important book. If you would like more 
information, please contact Gail Tornquist at 908-625-0526 or g.tornquist@comcast.net; 
or Susan Pohli at 732-412-7223 or susiepohli@gmail.com. 
          Gail Tornquist 

 
AN EMAIL GOOGLE GROUP HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED  

 This is an email discussion group whereby we can share information, using our own 
group email address.  Currently, more than 800 residents are participating in the group.  It 
has proved to be an efficient method for sharing information pertinent to the community.  
While having a Gmail email account is suggested, but not required, it does allow group 
members to view and search past postings. 

The purpose of this group is:  

• To share and receive references or information about vendors, e.g., "I'm looking 
for someone to fix...;" "Does anyone know of a good dentist, dressmaker, 
plumber, etc." 

• To sell, purchase, or borrow items, e.g. "I have a ticket for.... and would like to 
sell it;" “Can anyone lend me a baby car seat for the weekend, etc.” 

• To discuss common issues with our personal property in order to seek other's 
opinions and share possible solutions. 

The Group is: 

• NOT a public group (It is for Canal Walk residents only) 

• NOT for commercial or political purposes 

• NOTto be used as a soap box or a vehicle to "vent" about the Board, the HOA, or 
the builder. 

 If you are not yet a member and would like to join the Canal Walk Google Group, 
send an email requesting membership to: canalwalk.group@gmail.com 

 For more information or questions, please call Elaine Whelan (732-560-0140), Julie 
Nixon (973-216-4077), or Evelyn Silverstein (732-650-8099). 
 
Submitted by:  Julie Nixon, Evelyn Silverstein, Elaine Whelan, Google Group 

Administrators 

 
 

Free medical equipment!   
 If you are in need of medical equipment or have equipment that you no longer have 
use for - please contact me.  Here at Canal Walk we recycle wheelchairs, walkers, shower 
chairs, raised toilet seats, canes, and a few smaller items.  We are in touch with a faith-
based organization that also houses a large supply of medical equipment.  There is no fee 
nor time restriction for the material.   
        Joan Klimpl… 908-581-8246 
              Kathy Caragher…732-561-5476 



 
 
INDO AMERICAN CLUB 
Fundraiser for Prostate Cancer Research, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center 

 The Indo American Club of Canal Walk proudly announces that this year it is 
supporting the initiative to raise funds for prostate cancer research. All proceeds will be 
donated to the Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center at Basking Ridge. Our goal is to 
exceed last year’s fund raising effort of $8,000. 
 Stan Spector will again be chairing the drive this year. The annual charity 
entertainment event will be held on Tuesday, September 17th in the Canal Walk 
Ballroom. Watch for the fliers to register. 
 Donations can be dropped off in the Management Office, in the slot for the Indo 
American Club, or mailed to: Stan Spector, 12 Independence Court, Somerset N.J. 08873. 
Checks should be made payable to Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Research Center. 
Online donations can be made via the website: 
http://mskcc.convio.net/goto/canalwalk2019 
 
Fundraising Walk in July 

 The Indo American Club, which is sponsoring this year’s MSK fundraiser for 
prostate cancer research, will be hosting a walk in connection with the effort. It will take 
place between 6:30 pm and 8 pm on Thursday July 11th, 2019. (Rain date Tuesday, July 
16th). Participants will start at the gazebo near the main clubhouse and proceed down 
Canal Walk Boulevard to the Freedom clubhouse and back, a distance of 1km. each way. 
They will have the option of doing one or both legs of the walk. All walkers will be given 
ribbons commemorating their participation. Refreshments and water will be available at 
the gazebo. Please join us on July 11th and help us make the event a rousing success. 
Mark it in your calendar and let’s turn out in large numbers to support this worthy cause. 
This fund raising walk is limited to Canal Walk residents, friends and relatives.   
 Participation or to sponsor a walker:  $15 
 All donations will be accepted by a check payable to Memorial Sloan Kettering 
Cancer Center. 
 Fliers will be available in the clubhouse for you to register. 
Any questions, please call or email Stan Spector, 917-480-1729 or saspector@aol.com 
       Submitted by Stan Spector 

 

ART APPRECIATION TRIP 
 On April 16, thirty-eight Canal Walk residents traveled to Newark to dine at 
Dinosaur Barbeque and visit the Grammy Museum at the Prudential Center.  Everyone 
thoroughly enjoyed the buffet of ribs, chicken, brisket, sides, warm brownies, and 
beverages.  There was enough food that seconds were offered to those that wanted just a 
little more of a good thing.  We then walked across the street to the Grammy Museum to 
view a special exhibit of Whitney Houston’s life and career.  On display were Ms. 
Houston’s gowns, awards, film excerpts and music from her popular songs.  Also, there 
were other artists representing New Jersey such as the Frank Sinatra, Jersey Boys, and 
Bruce Springsteen.  A film, comprising Grammy winners through the years, was of 



special interest to many of us as we sought to identify the artists who were singing.  Some 
of us even tried the musical instruments and karaoke!  
 

 
 The Canal Walk quartet singing karaoke  Elaine Whalen at the Grammy Museum 

 

 Our next trip is on June 8 to the Simeone Foundation Automotive Museum in 
Philadelphia from 8:30 to 4:30, and the cost is $10.  We will be stopping for lunch (on 
your own).  See flyer in the lobby.   If you have any questions or suggestions for future 
trip, please call me at 732-560-8387. 
         

        Betty Whalen 

 

 
PICKLEBALL 

 Pickleball v. Tennis – I found a vast number of articles comparing these very popular 
racquet sports.  Both sports require a certain level of athletic ability and good hand-eye 
coordination. Many tennis players are so passionate about tennis they would never think 
of switching, but many of our pickleball players were previous tennis players and for 
some good reasons switched and now play pickleball exclusively.  Both tennis and 
pickleball games are fascinating to watch and play, so why the reason for the change?  
When it comes to competitive sports, tennis appears to be a more difficult game given the 
strict rules and energy required to play.  Unlike tennis, where the court is large, 
demanding more mobility, a pickleball court is small in comparison, allowing for 
minimum movement during a game.  It is reported that pickleball is easier on your body 
due to the paddle being smaller and the ball being lighter.  Although pickleball demands 
more in higher competitive levels, it’s a great game for socializing and some of the 
game’s features allow for this.  Pickleball games are quick, allowing players to gather as 



they wait their turn making it a great socializing racket sport.  The smaller court also 
allows for constant communication amongst the players.  So does switching from tennis 
to pickleball make sense?  I think it does – but as the saying goes – “different strokes for 
different folks.”   
 For the 3rd year, I ran my beginner 3-day clinic held on May 6, 7 &8th(see pictures 
below).  Over 20 men and women participated and it was a fun 3 days!  My thanks to 
Eileen Pemoulie, Wanda DeBella, Dayle Spillane and Diane Karpinski who assisted 
along with Jane Rossi and Pete D’Agostino who attended the clinic and also helped.  Are 
you now intrigued and want to learn how to play pickleball but missed my clinic? No 
worries as we are offering free,one-hour introductory lessons on Fridays at 1:00 pm given 
by our experienced players.  Lessons are by appointment only so you must contact 
Hank Goldenberg or Stan Spector (emails below) to schedule a lesson (paddles and balls 
are supplied).  Many of the people who have learned how to play by taking Friday 
instruction and/or my clinics are now playing regularly.   
 

 
 
 Our regularly scheduled play is from 8:00 am to 12:00 pm daily, and I invite 
everyone interested in playing or spectating to come out to the courts during that time.  
Please contact Hank Goldenberg henryrgold@gmail.com or Stan Spector 
saspector@aol.com if you have any questions regarding pickleball. 
Pickleball Friends are the Best!!! 
         Leslie Goldenberg  

       lagoldenberg@hotmail.com201-841-6594 
 

 ITCH'N' TO STITCH 
Every Calendar Thursday from 1 to 3 in the Craft Room. 
  Summertime and the living is easy here at Canal Walk.  Come visit us every 
Thursday from 1 to 3.  We meet in the Craft Room.  However, since we have long 
awaited good weather, you might find us poolside, taking a dip between working on our 
stitching projects.  As always, we make bears that we donate to seriously ill children at St 
Peters Hospital, but you are welcome to bring your own stitching projects to work on. 
 As always, we will accept any yarn or other stitching related products for our bears 
and scarfs projects.  Call me or drop off in the Club House during our meeting time.   
  
       Gloria Sipos 



        732 535 9160  
 

 TRIPS 

• June 5th-Drinkin , Singin, and Swingin free concert @PNC Arts Center concert 

• June 8
th

- Simeone Foundation Auto Museum trip 

• June 10
th

- Yankees vs Mets @ Yankee Stadium 

• June 13
th

- My Mother’s Italian, My Father’s Jewish & I’m in Therapy @ MPAC 

• June 20
th

- Beauty & the Beast @ Paper Mill Playhouse 

• June 26
th- Lion King @ Minskoff Theatre 

• July 3
rd– Sleeping Beauty @ MET 

• July 17
th-The Prom @ Longacres Theatre 

• July 30
th-I Do I Do @ Hunterdon Hills Playhouse 

• Aug. 8
th

-Moulan Rouge @ Al Hirschfeld Theatre  

• Aug. 14
th

 – Hadestown@Walter Kerr Show 

• Sept. 9-13
th

- Niagara Falls Trip 

• Dec. 6
th

-Christmas Spectacular @ Radio City Music Hall 
 

Note: 
 
 The following are trip, concerts, shows, places we are considering: 
 *Ms. Doubtfire 

 * The Music Man 

      

A Woodloch Pines trip, is scheduled for a date in (Oct). 

 
Reminder to all residents: The first 2 weeks for ALL trips are open toresidents only, 
then guests may be invited unless otherwise noted on the flyer.  All Flyers must be 
timestamped. Please fill out the flyer entirely and legibly. Thank you. 
 Please look for flyers in the Clubhouse, or on the Website. 
ACTING UP 
    CALENDAR: First Tuesday, 7:30 PM – Freedom Clubhouse 

 Acting UP-- where characters are welcome.  Canal Walk residents gather the first 

Tuesday of each month to read short scripts from plays, radio/TV shows and 
melodramas.  We have a few laughs and contemplate the wonders of the amateur acting 
world. No previous stage experience is needed to join, just an open mind and a wish to 
have fun. In fact, most of us have never been on a formal performance stage before 
joining Acting UP but have overcome great fears to entertain our Canal Walk neighbors.  
Join us in Freedom Clubhouse the first Tuesday of each month @ 7:30 PM 
 For information contact: Bruce Davidson or Marion Yudow.   
     Submitted by Bruce Davidson 

  

Talk of the Walk 
 We accept short entries regarding significant/unusual accomplishments, milestone 

anniversaries and birthdays, births, deaths and acknowledgements.Because most of us 

have children and grandchildren who make us proud of their accomplishments, we will 



only include submissions about them that are extremely significant or unusual. 
• OTILIA NIETO, of Jay’s Corner, and MARIA & DENNIS ZEZAS, of 7 

Delaware Crossing, are saddened by the passing of PEDRO NIETO on March, 
19, 2019. The Nieto &Zezas families are extremely grateful to all those who 
offered their support, sympathy, caring and compassion during this difficult time.  
Pedro will be missed but will always be remembered and in our hearts. 

• KEN SCHWARTZ, of Bayard Road, passed away on April 27 after a long illness. 
Paula wants to thank all of her wonderful friends and neighbors for the outpouring 
of love and support during this very difficult time. Ken leaves behind his wife, 
Paula, three children and their spouses, and 4 grandchildren who will miss him 
terribly. 
 

Cultural Arts 
JUNE 8- THE EVERLY BROTHERS EXPERIENCE  

          FEATURING THE ZMED BROTHERS 

 
 "JUNE IS BUSTIN' OUT ALL OVER"...is probably not a song the Everly Brothers 
sang during their career, but the night will surely be in that mood when our concert is 
performed.  
 Residents quickly bought tickets and we are sold out with a waiting list.  But many 
times there are cancellations, so put your name down just in case... 
 
JULY 13- SWING INTO SUMMER               

STARRING THE WARREN VACHE TRIO AND VOCALIST 

 The music most people love and which bring the fondest of memories of happy times 
in the past, come from the Great American Songbook. Ballads and peppy tunes written by 
the best composers and sung by the big names in popular music, are what you will listen 
to during this July evening.   
 Irving Berlin's "How Deep Is the Ocean", Jerome Kern's "All the Things You Are" 
and "You and the Night and the Music", Harold Arlen's "Come Rain or Come Shine” and 
"Over the Rainbow" or Cole Porter's "I love Paris and "It's Alright With Me" will charm 
you and cool the temperature after MARTY ELKINS heats up the room with her 
swinging up-tempo rhythms.   
 TOMOKO OHNO's fingers hurry across our Yamaha grand as only she can, giving 
the pulsing sounds of her controlled jazz arrangements, always keeping to the melody. 
NEAL MINOR whose career spans composition and multi recordings of bass 
accompaniment, and STEVE WILLIAMS on drums are the trio which surrounds THE 
LEGEND: WARREN VACHE.  
 Warren Vache, son and brother of fine musicians, has played with all the greats of 
the swing era, such as Benny Goodman. He starred for years at Eddie Condon's in NYC 
and continues to travel throughout the world.  He just performed in Germany and India 
with Neal Minor and the two made a just released album on Arbors Records.  He is 
known for his sweet and elegant sound and the haunting pieces he chooses.  At jazz 
concerts he chooses the music and in which order the musicians will perform, always 
making sure the jazz is pretty, pleasing, and perfectly played. I have never tired of 
listening to him over the decades we have worked together.  Neither will you! 



 
SEPTEMBER 21- THE JERSEY TENORS 

 The endless raves of presenters in every part of the country of the 4 tenors are 
overwhelming. Their wonderful voices and the eclectic program they have chosen have 
made this group so popular that they have been constantly traveling across the USA. 
Their style is what is known as Crossover.  Some of the selections are from Broadway 
musicals, some from opera classical scores, and others from rock and roll.  
Brian Noonan, creative director of the quartet was the lead in Phantom of the Opera in 
2000. We seem to attract stars of that stage play, for we have had 3 of them here during 
the years. One was from the London Company, performing there for 2 years. 
 “Top-flight male vocalists: They've GOT IT, and they might as well flaunt it!!”-The 
Observer    
 
NOVEMBER 16- THE GYSPY SOUL 

 

PERFORMED BY MIN KWON AND STRINGS 

 

An international virtuoso pianist, Min Kwon with string accompaniment, will bring the 
strains of magnificent and heart rendering music in a concert we are already working on.  
Much of this style leaps off the instruments in fiery notes, with exciting and breathless 
speed, while other pieces stir one by the languid beautiful passages of melody.  You will 
recognize much of this program and enjoy other pieces new to you.    
 

          Lucille Taub 

 
   

Hadassah 
 CALENDAR: 

•      June 6: NMAJH, Philadelphia. Trip to the National Museum of 
American Jewish History. Will include a 1½ hour docent led tour of “Sara 
Berman’s Closet” Rita Levy, 732-563-0081 has information. 

•      June 9:  “Shrek, The Musical,” Villagers Theater, 2:00 PM,  a light-
hearted show. Sue Nacson is in charge of theater tickets. 

•      June 11:  For our monthly meeting we will be shown how to spruce up our 
Spring/Summer wardrobe with the creative use of scarves and wraps by 
Anne of Kreations by Anne in Warren. After improving our current look, a 
summer Ice Cream Social will complete the evening. 

•      July 9: 6:00 PM. Our Summer Pizza Party will include pizza, toppings, 
water, soda and dessert. Also, including a Basket Auction and reserved 
tables, at $13 a person, and held in the Clubhouse, the event is open to the 
community after June 7.  Fliers are in the Clubhouse and checks and flier 
return forms go in one envelope per table.   



•      August 13: Summer Luncheon/Card Party.  Save the date and look for 
fliers. 

 Thank you to our Canal Walk neighbors for supporting these events. Hadassah 
Membership also includes regular educational and enjoyable group events.  Canal Walk 
Hadassah members know that our work and donations help provide the funding for life-
saving research that is shared throughout the world. 
 ShopRite certificates for $25, $50 and $100 are available from Janet Kliger and 
Evelyn Lasky. The certificates can be used at any time and at any ShopRite. It is a “no 
cost to you” way to raise money for our many medical and educational projects. 
 We generally meet on the Second Tuesday evening of the month in the Canal Walk 
Clubhouse. We enjoy theater parties, trips to places of interest in the area, a book club 
and a Lunch ‘n Learn activity. Join us. Membership chairwomen are Marlene Glickman 
and Fran Musler. 

  

   Edna Stone, Communications Committee 

 

Women's Club 
 
June 19 - Annual Pot Luck 
September 18 - TBA 
October 12 - Charity Event Luncheon 
October 16 - “A Spooky Night” 
November 9 - Vendors Fair 
December 7 - Annual Menorah and Tree Lighting Ceremony  
 
 Summer is finally upon us.  The pool is open, many are headed for the beaches and 
vacations, school is out and we have time to spend with grandchildren.  But, the Canal 
Walk Women’s Club will be busy gearing up for our next two charity events - our 
Women’s Club Luncheon and Vendors Fair.  These are two of our major sources to raise 
money for Robert Woods Hospital-Somerset Cardiac Unit.  Each year the Women’s Club 
donates $20,000.00 plus to this cause. We look forward to another successful year and 
invite our new residents to join in this worthwhile endeavor.  It is a great way to meet 
your neighbors and to be involved. 
 On the subject of the “Luncheon” on October 12, be on the lookout in the lobby for 
your invitation.  Enjoy a delicious lunch, take a chance to win many great prizes and meet 
a very famous person.  (SPOILER ALERT:  She is a very famous Queen of England.) 
 May was a month of fun with our very own Dave and Joni Schlesinger leading us 
in a rollicking evening of karaoke.  Thanks guys for bringing music, wit and enthusiasm 
to our community.  We also enjoyed our Annual trip to an off-site luncheon - this time to 
Girasole’s in Bound Brook.  Thanks to Joanne and Nina Perzi for arranging this. 
 Join us on June 19 for our annual pot luck dinner.  Come and enjoy many ethnic 
dishes from around the world, as well as tried and true favorites.  PLEASE NOTE:  

Please bring your entrees by 6:00.  Dinner will begin promptly at 6:30.  New women 



residents are invited as our guest, but everyone is required to fill out a flyer.  There 

will be no walk-ins.  
 As a courtesy, since our community is growing and many events are “closed,” if 
you have signed up and for whatever reason, you cannot attend, let someone know so we 
can fill your seat.  
 REMINDER:  Dues for the year are $10 and are due in January.  There will be a 
late fee for dues paid after May 1.  Make check payable to CWHOAAF and earmark 

it WC dues/2019.  Your dues pay for desserts at our meetings, paper goods, 
entertainment, etc.  If you have not paid dues for 2 years you may be dropped from our 
role.  Only members in good standing will be able to attend certain events.  Please pay 

by check only to assure an accurate accounting of payment, write “dues” in the memo 
space and do not staple checks to anything.  Checks can be brought to any meeting or 
dropped off in the Women’s Club mail box in the Office.  If you have any question 
regarding your membership status, please call Karen Anderson at 732 595 5890. 
 
         Submitted by Gloria Sipos 

 
Grandparents’ Group 

 
 We would be remiss if we didn’t wish all the grandfathers of Canal Walk a very 
Happy Father’s Day.  We acknowledge you with this poem from the internet. 
  
   Grandpa, With Love 
 

Grandpa, just in case you don’t know 
I want you to hear it from me 
You’re more precious than words can describe 
You’re the heart of our family. 

 
We are blessed when you are beside us 
And warmed by the glow of your smile 
And lucky to share in your wisdom 
When we sit and chat for awhile. 

 
And if I should grow to be one hundred 
I want you to know that it’s true 
I will love you forever and ever 
There’s no one more special than you! 

      Nina Pesce and the Grandparents’    

       Committee 

 
 
 

 

 

 



Veterans’ Club 
 
On Saturday, June 8th, members of the Canal Walk Veterans’ Club will volunteer 

their time in front of the ShopRite on Elizabeth Avenue in support of Operation Shoebox 
NJ.  This annual event, not only raises much needed capital that pays for the packaging 
and for the high cost of mailings,  but also the collection of numerous bags of food and 
personal items that are sent to our troops overseas.  The hours will be from 9:30AM-
3:30PM.   

Our June 26th meeting will be the last meeting before we break for July and 
August.  As is our custom for all evening meetings, we will be serving food and, of 
course, liquid refreshments.   See you all at 7:00PM in the Ballroom of the Main 
Clubhouse. 

Although we do not schedule meetings during July and August, we will surely get 
together for lunch at local restaurants in those months.              

     Sam Pesce, Commander 

 

 

OPERATION SHOEBOX NJ 

 
     I received an email from Louise DeStefano, wife of Lou DeStefano, a deceased 
member of the Canal Walk Veterans’ Club.  Louise’s nephew, 1st Lt. Justin Hebert, 
USMC, who is currently serving aboard the USS Ft. McHenry, received a carton from 
Operation Shoebox NJ.  The following is an email from 1st. LT. Justin Hebert that I’d like 
to share with the Canal Walk community.  In his own words below, you can see the 
importance and value of those packages sent to our military through the selfless efforts of 
all who support Operation Shoebox NJ.  Semper Fi, Justin and to all the members of your 
platoon (see accompanying photo):   
 
“Aunt Louise, 
 
I wanted to reach out and to sincerely thank you on behalf of all the Marines who 
thoroughly enjoyed all of the treats and supplies we recently received from you and the 
Veterans Club!  They enjoyed reading all of the support letters and definitely enjoyed all 
of the candy.  We have been on ship for over 100 days straight now and this was 
definitely a morale boost for the troops!  Not all of these Marines have much of a support 
system from home so I can tell you that what y’all do is much appreciated and very 
special.  Please extend my thanks to the organization that helped contribute to the 
packages.  I cannot tell you how much we all appreciate the support!  I have attached a 
picture of my platoon so you can see all of the young men and Marines who y’all support 
(I hope you are able to open it…..connectivity is not great here).  Again, I cannot thank 
you enough!  Semper Fidelis! 
 
Sincerely, Justin”  
 
 



 
 
 The email speaks for itself.                          

Sam Pesce for Operation Shoebox NJ 
 

Men’s Club 

 

    
  Joe Danielsen on NJ Marijuana Legislation, appreciated by some board members 

 
MEN’S CLUB CALENDAR: 
June 10:  For this meeting, we will have Ms. Dan Katzeff who will talk about the very 
important topic on Medicare Options.  You may be on the fence or thinking of changing 
your Medicare coverage.  Now’s the time to get your questions answered to get clarity on 
the choices you make. 
July 8:  Our Annual Summer BBQ begins at 6:30 PM after a brief business meeting.  
Prior to the BBQ, we will be conducting our Summer Food Bank Drive.The van from 
the Franklin Food Bank will be stationed by the Clubhouse to receive donations.  The 
entire Canal Walk Community is invited to participate in this endeavor.  Financial 
donations will also be collected at that time.  Checks can be made out to Franklin Food 
Bank.  Your usual generosity is very much appreciated. 
August 12:  No meeting.  Be safe and enjoy your summer. 



Appreciation Time:  The Men’s Club expresses their appreciation for the various 
sponsors of our monthly meetings who have contributed to our giving efforts outside of 
the community. 
 

TEE TIME: 

July 8 – 12:  The Canal Walk Ryder Cup (men and women).  A rematch between the 
Pinstripers and the Over the Hill Gang, both teams subject to additions and deletions 
based on availability.  Format to be a two-person scramble.  Pizza party at Freedom 
Clubhouse on Friday night, July 12, and $10 per person. 
 
July 24:  The Canal Walk Memorial Outing to remember those friends who have gone on 
to the 19th hole.  This year’s event will be at Heron Glen – a modified shotgun start, “A,” 
“B” and “C” flights, scramble format and Italian buffet lunch at about $110. 
August 20, 21 and 22:  The Fifth Annual Somerset Walkers Cup (men and women).  
Course to be determined.  Format to include singles, scramble and best ball.  Entry fee of 
$10 for the party. 
September 25:  The Fall Outing will again be held at the Royce Brook on the East 
Course with a modified shotgun start, “A,” “B” and “C” flights, scramble format and 
Italian buffet lunch.  Cost to be about $100. 
        Ron Lerner 
EYES FOR THE NEEDY 

 If you have prescription or even non-prescription glasses you no longer need or use, 
please bring these to the Cloakroom where you can drop these in a container specified for 
this purpose.  We will find new life for these otherwise discarded items.  From the onset 
of this program, 365 pairs of eyeglasses have already been collected and donated.  Keep 
them coming. 

Bob Cohen 
RETIRED SMOKE ALARMS 
 If and when you replace your smoke/CO2 alarms, these should be recycled.  Due to 
the materials that make up these detectors, these require proper and responsible disposal.  
Please drop your “retired” detectors in the box at the Cloakroom in the Clubhouse.  To-
date, 101 smoke alarms have been recycled. 
        Bob Morris  
CARE COMMITTEE 

 We are because we CARE.  And we are here for you.  If you have any life-changing 
events, let us know.   
        Stan Schneider 
        717-574-1807 
DUES AND MEMBERSHIP 

 Not yet a member?  Enrollment is open all year round for new members.  Call John 
Tarantino at (908-400-1014) for more information.  Come join us at our next meeting 
(every second Monday of the month) and bring a neighbor who’s also thinking of joining.  
If your “recruit” joins, you will be entitled to five 50/50 tickets during that meeting.  You 
can also find out more about us by going to our website at http://canalwalkhoa.com/. 
         Jay del Prado     
 



Italian American Club 
CALENDAR 

 
June 3Monthly Meeting 
June 12 West Point Trip 
June 13 Scholarship Awards Night 
June 15 Vinnie Medugno Concert 
 
 On Saturday, May 4, we had our Kentucky Derby Night at the Races. The ladies 
wore their fancy hats, and we had Mint Juleps for all to try. We watched the Derby race 
and had our own races afterward. 
 

    

 
At the Holland Ridge Farms, Cream Ridge, NJ                         At the Cream Ridge Winery 



 

 
   At the Holland Ridge Farms, Cream Ridge, NJ enjoying the tulips bloom 

 
 On Saturday, May 18, Gary Morton provided an evening of exciting dance music as 
he always does.  
 A day trip to West Point, including a boat ride up the Hudson River and a buffet 
lunch at the historic Thayer Hotel, is scheduled for Wednesday, June 12 and should be a 
wonderful trip. 
 Thursday, June 13, we are having our Scholarship award winners and their parents 
come to our Ballroom to meet the Club members responsible for $20,000 in scholarships. 
All members are encouraged to come to meet this year’s winners. 
 Saturday, June 15, we will have a concert by Vinnie Medugno. He is one of today’s 
up and coming singing and entertainment personalities. 
 Be sure to check your email, and the Clubhouse for flyers. Our membership has 
grown in the last couple of years, so please act quickly if there is something you want to 
attend. Members who attend our monthly meeting will get preference on all jitney trips.  
 Please remember that all our profits from activities go to our annual scholarship fund for 
girls and boys from local high schools. Without support from our membership, the 
number of scholarships will be reduced. 
 NOTICE:Due to our increasing membership, effective January 2018 all of our 
future events will be MEMBERS ONLY to allow all members to participate. Annual 
dues are $15 if paid by May 1and $20 thereafter.  NEW MEMBERSHIP IS $25 PER 
PERSON AND WE EXPECT BOTH FAMILY MEMBERS TO JOIN. ONLY PAID 



MEMBERS WILL BE ALLOWED TO ATTEND MEMBERS ONLY EVENTS. Please 
fill out a Membership form found in the office at the Clubhouse. Please include your 
email address and phone number with your check payable to CWHOAAF and write 
membership in the memo line and place in the Italian American mailbox. 
  
         Ciao, Mike Palmieri 

 
 

NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE 
 The Canal Walk Newsletter is published monthly to keep the residents informed 

about events at Canal Walk. 

 We accept articles submitted by Canal Walk Residents subject to the following 

guidelines: 

 We do not accept any articles expressing political or religious opinions. 

  We do not accept any articles that resemble an editorial. 

 We do not accept any articles that advertise for profit. 

 Paid advertising is available through our Publisher, About Our Town. 

 The deadline for all material is the 9th of the previous month by 6 PM.  Please submit 
your articles on time.  All submissions must be emailed with the author clearly stated. 

The deadline for the JulyNewsletter will beJune9
th

 by 6 PM. LATE ARTICLES 

WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. 

 Please send us articles about past events as well as future plans for your group or 
club.  In addition, send photos to Jay del Prado to go with your articles. 
 
Items for Talk of the Walk and Recipes should be sent to Ellen Catalina at 

ellencatalina11@gmail.comt. 
 
 Home Hints sent to Jeff Shpiner at opticsjs@gmail.com 

 
Club Activities and Announcements and Poetry sent to Susan Smith at 
lhssps@comcast.net. 
 
Staying Healthy sent to Nina Pesce at pesnia2@yahoo.com. 

 

Meet Your Resident Artist/Neighbor sent to Frank Catalina atfecatalina@gmail.com 

 

Photos sent to Jay del Prado at jaydimm@comcast.net 

 

Suggestions for “Your Turn” sent to Anil Nirody at anilnirody@hotmail.com 

 

 All articles received by any member of the Committee are acknowledged either by 
email or phone.   
 Please note: If you didn't get a confirmation, it means that we didn't get it. 

Carry-overs will not be included. You must submit a new article each month. 

 We reserve the right to edit, condense, or reject submitted material. 



 Do NOT submit serious looking material from the Internet unless it has first been 
checked as authentic with Snopes.com or a similar web-checking site.  
     Susan, Ellen, Nina, Frank, Jay, Jeff, Anil 

 

 

COMPUTER CORNER 
 The computer repair business has been kind of slow lately, but that’s ok, I need the 
rest. Actually, I have been keeping track of all my neighbor visits since November of 
2017. So far about 100. The most common problems are printer malfunctions or 
replacing old computers with new ones – set up and transferring files and pictures. 
Viruses have not been a serious problem of late – either the virus protection programs are 
pretty good or the control/alt/delete/restart process gets rid of the superficial virus. The 
scams continue, however. 
 I’ve had some recent experiences with people forgetting their passwords or ID 
Names. The most important one is the password when you turn on your computer. Yes, I 
know you know it. But if you ever forget it, you simply can’t get into your computer. Our 
memories are failing (except for Janet, who remembers every mistake I ever made in the 
past 50 years). So write it down on a piece of paper and tape it to the bottom left side of 
your laptop – and clearly delineate between upper and lower case. Also important is your 
password for your e-mail. Write that down on the same piece of paper. Same for your 
WiFi password. Now you will have other passwords for your banks, Amazon, Facebook, 
Comcast, Verizon, library, etc. You should write those down in an organized fashion and 
keep the list in a handy place.  I keep my list taped to the wall near my computer. If 
someone breaks into my home to steal all my passwords, then I have a problem. But 
that’s not very likely around here. 
 Also, I’ve received messages on my phone and on my computer that Windows 7 will 
no longer be supported by Microsoft. There’s a phone number that comes along with it – 
don’t call it, it may be a scam. But indeed it is true that Windows 7 will no longer be 
supported by Microsoft. But if you have a Windows 7 machine, that really won’t affect 
you. It just means there will be no more updates downloaded to your machine by 
Microsoft. You will still be able to plod along but as time goes on, the machine will get 
slower and eventually you will have an operational problem that we can’t easily fix. If 
you have a Windows 7 machine, it’s probably 6-7 years old and it’s time to bite the bullet 
and buy a small Windows 10 machine for $350.   
 PS: It occurred to me that some of you may not know if your machine is a Windows 
7 or 10. Here’s a clue… if there is a small circle icon in the lower left corner of your 
screen, it’s a W7. If the icon looks like a square flag, it’s a W10. And if it looks like an 
apple with a bite taken out, it is a Macintosh. 
         Howard Kliger 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Staying Healthy 
The Hurtful Effects of Gossip 
 
 If we look into Webster’s dictionary, we will find not only the definition of the word, 
but its origin.  Interestingly, I read, “Gossip was originally a compound of god and sib, 
meaning “godparent.” 
 “At first denoting only the relationship of godparent to godchild, gossip was later 
used to indicate the relationship of godparent to parent and the relationship between 
godparents of the same child.  Gossip thus designated a relationship among peers as 
much as one between generations and from the extended senses the meaning “friend” 
evolved.  The derogatory use of gossip to mean a person who engages in idle chatter and 
rumor-mongering first appears in the 16th century, but the use of gossip to mean the 
conversation of a gossip is not recorded until the 18th century.”  Its definition today in 
modern English is:  1. Rumor or talk of a personal, intimate, and often sensational nature.  
2.  One who habitually repeats intimate or private rumors or facts.  3.  Trivial chatty 
writing or talk.  4.  Archaic. A close friend or companion.  5.  A godparent. 
 What does this all have to do with our health, one may ask?  The question, moreover, 
should be what does gossip do to our mental health?   I chose this topic when I found 
myself attracted to a headline in the April 26 edition of The Wall Street Journal.  It read, 
“Neighborhoods in the Philippines pass anti-gossip ordinances; “waste of time.”  Since 
my brother is vacationing in the Philippines, this article caught my attention.     
 In a town called, Binalonan, a three hour drive north of Manila, local leaders have 
“drawn a line in the sand against a swelling tide of scuttlebutt and innuendo.  They have 
outlawed gossip.”  Imagine trying to do this in America?  Binalonian’s leaders say they 
don’t want to get a reputation for being a place with a lot of gossip.  “Usually gossip 
cases are about money or property or who might be cheating on their spouse or running 
up debts.”  The leaders say that the ordinances don’t infringe on free speech, but are in 
effect trying to protect residents against slander.  Town Mayor Ramon Guico III says that 
stamping out gossip is part of his plan to improve the quality of life in the town.  Anyone 
caught gossiping as a first offense starts with a fine of 500 pesos, or around $10, followed 
by an embarrassing afternoon spent picking up trash.  “They say they didn’t start the 
rumor, but I tell them it doesn’t matter.  If you’re the last one caught spreading it, you 
have to pay it.  We haven’t had to punish anyone for a second offense.  No one wants to 
be seen as a gossip-monger.” 
 According to Amerikanki.com, there are seven bad effects of gossip.  In summary, 
they range from the fact that gossip isolates us because people don’t want to be friends 
with someone they know will share their intimate conversations with them to others.  We 
will lose people’s trust and find no one is willing to share their thoughts with us.  We hurt 
others by spreading gossip or false rumors that can make others feel embarrassed, 
disgraced, and ashamed of something they haven’t even done.  Gossip leads to broken 
promises, and broken relationships, even if it’s not your goal.  We may promise not to 
tell, yet just because it makes a perfect story, we share what we promised we wouldn’t.  It 
tarnishes our honesty by becoming known as a gossip-monger and lastly, gossip spreads 
lies.  If the information we are spreading is not true, then spreading them along leads to 
many of the hurtful effects listed here. 



 The newspaper article reports that the Bible warned about “tattlers and busybodies.”  
In fact, the Puritans punished gossips with a “gossip’s bridle,” a heavy iron cage put over 
the head.  I wouldn’t suggest we go that far.  If we look to the inhabitants of Binalonan 
and their attempt to squash gossip, however, I suspect the outcome could be an overall 
feeling of goodness and self-worth for their people’s mental health and peace of mind.  
Time will tell!  For me, personally, I refer back to my saintly mother’s adage, “Treat 
others the way you want to be treated.”    
         Nina Pesce 

 

The Animal Corner 

 

 
 
 OH, MY BURNING FEET! Not yours, but Fido’s when the sun starts to heat up 
the outside pavement. It’s important to remember your dog’s paws feel heat extremes. 
Just imagine stepping barefoot onto hot pavement - ouch! To prevent burns and blisters, 
avoid walking Fido on hot pavement or sand (grass is so much cooler). Watch for 
blisters, loose flaps of skin and red, ulcerated patches on your pet’s pads. For minor 
burns, apply antibacterial wash to the paw and cover with a loose bandage. For serious 
burns, see the vet immediately. Compiled from www.aspca.org. 
 SHOTS! Staying on top of Fido’s vaccinations is especially important during spring 
and summer time. Dogs are spending more time outside and are likely to come across 
some new puppy, raccoon or squirrel, or friends. Keeping his rabies, parvo and distemper 
vaccinations up to date will help protect Fido’s from potentially deadly diseases. 
Compiled from www.chewy.com. 



 MORE VACATION PET FRIENDLY HOTELS.  Check out the BringFido app 
(free) or www.petswelcome.com, to find places to stay when you travel. It’s not 
something you want to think about but nasty weather can disrupt that perfect on-the-road 
vacation.  Contact the city or state office of emergency management to find out where pet 
friendly shelters are located. You will probably never need it but it’s always good to 
know when summer storms and later, hurricanes hit.  Compiled from www.bhg.com. 
 CAR SMELL?  The family car smells of your furriest family member and not in a 
good way.  Your car’s interior fabric is a major trapper of odor-causing hair and dander.  
So de-fur it by first vacuuming the seats, carpeting and floor mats.  If stubborn fur strands 
remain, try using a latex glove or lint roller.  Then neutralize the surface with a mixture 
of equal parts white vinegar and water, suggests Jennifer Newman, Editor in Chief of 
Cars.com.  For leather seats, she recommends Meguiar’s leather cleaner and conditioner 
($8).  Then open up the car’s windows for a few hours to let Mother Nature do her thing. 
Another quick tip: leave a small bowl of baking soda in the back seat overnight to absorb 
any remaining smell after the cleanup – just remember to remove it before Fido gets in 
the car. Compiled from Martha Steward Living Magazine. 

 FIDO LOVES PEANUT BUTTER.  Generally speaking, any peanut butter that 
doesn't contain xylitol (or chocolate) should be fine for a dog as a good source of protein 
and healthy fat for Fido in moderation, of course. But today, xylitol can be found in a 
wide range of health and beauty products, food products, over-the-counter drugs and 
supplements, and prescription medications. Dr. AhnaBrutlag, associate director of 
veterinary services for the Pet Poison Helpline explains the seriousness of the 
situation:“First, dogs fed straight peanut butter as a treat or fed treats baked with xylitol-
containing peanut butter may certainly be at risk for harm. Second, a dog that nabs the 
entire jar of xylitol-containing peanut butter and happily gorges on his or her treasure 
without anyone knowing could quickly become extremely ill. If this occurred during the 
day while the owners were not home, it’s possible the dog could die before people 
returned.”Dog-safe peanut butter should be plain and unsweetened. Whether it’s right off 
the spoon, jammed into a KONG toy, or in frozen cubes, peanut butter is a great source of 
protein, as well as vitamins B and E. So what should a pet parent do? Check the jar label 
when shopping, but you knew that!  Compiled from www.preventivevet.com, 
www.healthypets.com and www.mercola.com. 
 THE FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP ANIMAL SHELTER (a no-kill shelter) provides 
food and care for the animals waiting for their forever homes. Want to help? The Shelter 
is always in need of dry/wet dog/puppy/cat/kitten food, KMR kitten milk replacer, clean 
and worn towels/blankets/sheets, paper towels/sponges, flea medications, Q-Tips, catnip, 
laundry detergent/dish soap/bleach, heating pads w/o auto shutoff, pet toys and of course, 
monetary donations for a tax contribution receipt are warmly welcomed. NO 
DONATION IS TOO SMALL. The Shelter is open: Tuesday – Friday, noon to 3 PM and 
Saturday noon - 6 PM, and is located at the Municipal Complex on Demott Lane (732-
873-2500, ext. 6255). The outside donation bin is always available when the Shelter is 
closed. There’s also a donation box inside the Franklin Township Library - feed your 
mind and an animal at the same time! If you cannot get to the Shelter, please contact me 
for help in getting your donated items to the Shelter at (732) 356-0023 or at 
bagelsandhoney@comcast.net. The Shelter appreciates Canal Walk residents’ consistent 
generous contributions and so do the animals.  Thank you for caring and sharing. 



         Judy Gottlieb 

         

 
Home Hints 
 This week I was watching one of my favorite TV shows, "This Old House" 
(naturally).They were showing how to install a water filter under the kitchen sink. I don't 
think we need one in our house because my friend, a water engineer, says he checks the 
report from our water supplier and he's confident we have good water. Getting back to 
the show, it reminded me that there is an important thing to remember about the piping 
under the sink. At the bottom of the sink drain is a u shaped pipe. This u shaped pipe is 
actually there to retain a small amount of water so that sewer gases can't flow up the 
pipes and into the house. So, remember to regularly run the water in the guest shower that 
rarely gets used, the tub you can't get in or out of, and the sinks in the guest bathrooms. If 
you don't regularly run water into any of your house drains, eventually the existing water 
will evaporate and sewer gases will be released in your house. 
  By the way, if you ever drop something down the drain, stop the water immediately, 
remove the u shaped pipe, and you may be able to retrieve what you dropped. If you can't 
or don't want to do it yourself, it's an easy job for a handyman. 
           Jeff Shpiner 

 

The Poetry Corner 

 
MISREMEMBRANCE  by Ann LoPresti 
 
If I could go back in time 
If I could only remember 
Was it a sunny June 
Or a snowy December 
 
I’ve a playground of memories 
Sweet thoughts and delights 
There were wonderful days 
And exciting nights 
 
But would those memories 
Be clear from so long ago 
Or flicker like lights 
That come and then go 
 
Yesterday’s Memories 
Fade in and fade out 
But when they appear 
We have very little doubt 
 
There were butterfly kisses 
And sweet baby voices 



The sun on our backs 
And live full of choices 
 
Our memories happened 
This way we say 
Till our tales are retold 
To those present that day 
 
When those present retell our tale 
We see nary a semblance 
And we decide the error is due to 
A case of misremembrance 
 
For you see when our minds 
Wander hither and on 
We recall only those moments 
To which we want to hold on 
 
To a place whose voice is 
Calling to you 
Perhaps a scent which conjures 
A memory or two 
 
If remembering allows 
A step back into time 
When life gave us 
Truly a moment sublime 
 
Why not recall it the way 
That we want to 
Let it remain in a special place 
In our hearts, in our minds 
Where we can return and retrace 
 
To relive once again 
For a minute or two 
A memory that will always 
Remain special to you 
Misremembrance 
 
If I could go back in time 
If I could only remember 
Was it a sunny June 
I’ve a playground of memories 
Sweet thoughts and delights 
There were wonderful days 



And exciting nights 
 
But would those memories 
Be clear from so long ago 
Or flicker like lights 
That come and then go 
 
Yesterday’s memories 
Fade in and fade out 
But when they appear 
We have very little doubt 
 
There were butterfly kisses 
And sweet baby voices 
The sun on our backs 
And Lives full of choices 
 
Our memories happened 
This way we say 
Tell our takes are retold 
To those present that day 
 
When those present retell our tale 
We see nary a semblance 
And we decide the error is due to 
A case of misremembrance 
 
For you see when our minds 
Wander hither and yon 
We recall only those moments 
To which we want to hold on 
 
To a place whose voice is 
Calling to you 
Perhaps a scent which conjures 
A memory or two 
 
If remembering allows 
A step back into time 
When life gave us 
Truly a moment sublime 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Potpourri, Jokes, Food for Thought 

 

Marrying a Golfer 

 
 On a beautiful sunny Saturday afternoon my buddy and I stood on the first tee of our 
Golf Club. He had just pulled out his driver when a young woman in a wedding dress 
came running up to him, crying.  
 She slaps him in the face, turns, and runs away. 
 My buddy turns to me and says calmly, "I don't know what her problem is. I 
distinctly told her, “only if it rains.” 

 

What are you afraid of? 
A State Trooper pulled an 87-year-old woman over for speeding.  
 As he looked at her driver's license he was surprised to notice   that attached to it was 
a conceal weapon permit.   Taken aback, he couldn't help but ask, “Do you have a gun 
in   your possession?”  
 She replied in her crackly voice, “Indeed, I do.   Why I have a 45 automatic in the 
glove box.”  
The trooper then asked if she had any other weapons.  
She replied, “I have a 9 mm Glock in the center console.”  
The shocked trooper asked, “Is that all the weapons you are   transporting?”  
The little old lady held up her purse and replied, "Well, I do   keep a 38 special in my 
purse.”  
Finally, the astonished trooper asked, "What are you afraid of?”  
And the little old lady smiled and replied: "Not a Damn Thing." 

  
 
Computer Gender 

 
 A group of adults was taking a Computer Science course at a local community 
college.  Just for fun, the professor asked the group to take ten minutes to determine what 
gender computers ought to be.  He divided the class…men on one side, women on the 
other. 



 The men came up with their reasons rather quickly and voted unanimously. 
“Computers should be referred to in the feminine gender.” was their answer.    When the 
professor asked why, they gave four reasons. 
 Reason number one was that no one but their creator understands their internal logic. 
 Number two was that when computers communicate with each other, they speak in 
code language. 
Number three was that every mistake you make is stored in their hard drive for later 
retrieval. 
Number four was that as soon as you commit to one, you find you spend half your 
paycheck accessorizing it. 
The women, on the other hand, unanimously voted that computers should be referred to 
in the masculine gender.  When the professor asked why, they had four reasons. 
Reason number one was that first, in order to get their attention, you have to turn them 
on. 
Number two was that they have a lot of data, but still can’t think for themselves. 
 
Number three was that they are supposed to help you solve the problem, but half the time 
they are the problem. 
Number four was as soon as you commit to one, you realize if you had waited a little 
longer, you could have gotten a better model. 
        Submitted by Nina Pesce 
  
  
 
Bless the Irish 

 
 I was testing the children in my Dublin Sunday school class to see if they understood 
the concept of getting to heaven. 
 'I asked them, 'If I sold my house and my car, had a big garage sale and gave all my 
money to the church, would that get me into heaven?' 
'NO!' the children answered. 
 'If I cleaned the church every day, mowed the garden, and kept everything tidy, 
would that get me into heaven?' 
Again, the answer was 'NO!' 
 'If I gave sweets to all the children, and loved my husband, would that get me into 
heaven?' 
 Again, they all answered 'NO!' 
 I was just bursting with pride for them.  I continued, 'Then how can I get into 
heaven?' 
 A little boy shouted out: 'YUV GOTTA BE DEAD.'! 
 
It's a curious race, the Irish. 
Brings a tear to the eye, doesn't it? eh? 
        Submitted by Jay del Prado 

 
 



A few famous golf quotes 

  
 1.     I was three over today: One over a house, one over a patio and one over a 
swimming pool. 
 ~ Baseball Hall of Famer George Brett 
 2.     Actually, the only time I ever took out a one-iron was to kill a tarantula and I took a 
7 to do that. 
 ~ Sports Writer Jim Murray 
 3.    The only sure rule in golf is - he who has the fastest cart never has to play the bad 
lie. 
 ~ Baseball Hall of Famer Mickey Mantle 
 4.     Sex and golf are the two things you can enjoy even if you're not good at them. 
 ~  Actor Kevin Costner 
 5.      I don't fear death, but I sure don't like those three-footers for par. 
 ~  PGA Golfer Chi Chi Rodriguez 
 6.      After all these years, it's still embarrassing for me to play on the American golf 
tour. Like the time I asked my caddie for a sand wedge and he came back ten minutes 
later with a ham on rye. 
 ~ PGA Golfer Chi Chi Rodriguez 
 7.      The ball retriever is not long enough to get my putter out of the tree. 
 ~ Tom Weiskopf 
  
 8.       My favorite shots are the practice swing and the conceded putt. The rest can never 
be mastered. 
 ~ Lord Robertson 
 9.        Give me golf clubs, fresh air and a beautiful partner, and you can keep the clubs 
and the fresh air. 
 ~ Jack Benny 
  
 10.      There is no similarity between golf and putting; they are two different games, one 
played in the air, and the other on the ground. 
 ~ Ben Hogan 
 
 11.       Professional golf is the only sport where, if you win 20% of the time, you're the 
best. 
 ~ Jack Nicklaus 
 12.       I never pray on a golf course. Actually, the Lord answers my prayers everywhere 
except on the course. 
 ~ Billy Graham 
 13.       If you watch a game, it's fun. If you play at it, it's recreation. If you work at it, it's 
golf. 
 ~ Bob Hope  
 14.       While playing golf today, I hit two good balls. I stepped on a rake in a sand trap. 
 ~ Henny Youngman 
  



15.       If you think it's hard to meet new people, try picking up the wrong golf ball. 
 ~ Jack Lemmon 
 16.      You can make a lot of money in this game. Just ask my ex-wives. Both of them 
are so rich that neither of their husbands work. 
 ~ Lee T  
        Submitted by Joseph Orban 

 
 

Theatrical Reviews 
 Not much good going on in the cinemas this month. Maybe this is a good time to 
assess some of the alternative entertainment available on our home screens, particularly 
through streaming service providers, many of which are readily accessible to our 
residents. The first I'll concentrate on because it seems to be those most available and 
utilized in our community is Netflix. This service produces much of the material seen on 
it as well as making available numerous films of good quality. 
 One of the advantages of the streaming services is that their programs remain 
available long after a regular movie would have disappeared from your local theater. 
Films and series you may become interested in that ran months, maybe even years, ago 
can be easily accessed. Another advantage, with regard to story series, is that, if you 
wish, they can be binged; that is, you can watch multiple episodes at one time instead of 
waiting week after week in suspense to see what's going to happen next. 
 In the case of Netflix, that service actually produced a major film that was nominated 
for the Academy Award for best film and actually won the Oscar for best foreign film. 
That film was Roma, previously reviewed here. To be eligible for the Oscar, the film had 
to originally be released in theaters, which it was before being made readily available for 
Netflix television viewers. That film, a great one, can still be seen on Netflix. So can 
delightful and humorous films like The Guernsey Literary & Potato Peel Pie Society, the 
story of a young English writer who is fascinated at learning of the name and existence of 
the oddly titled group through chance correspondence with a young man on the channel 
island of Guernsey. She determines to go there, interview the members and write a book 
about them, a group formed during the WWII German occupation of the island. She 
learns that there are secrets there that the members would rather not memorialize in some 
writing by an outsider as well as tensions and problems that were not resolved with the 
end of the war and occupation. As indicated above the film is humorous, as well as 
moving and easily qualifies as a romantic comedy. Another interesting and more recent 
Netflix production is the film The Highwaymen, starring a number of old pros, Woody 
Harrelson, Kevin Costner and Kathy Bates. The film tells the true, though embellished, 
story of the two former Texas Rangers, Harrelson and Costner, whom the Governor of 
Texas, played by Kathy Bates, commissions to find and put an end to the scourge of 
Bonnie and Clyde. The film has humor and some suspense as Harrelson and Costner do a 
good job of playing a couple of presumed over the hill Rangers who succeed where so 
many others had previously failed. 
 In addition there are many good films you may have missed because they didn't have 
a long theater presence which you can find on Netflix. An example is Blue Jasmine, an 
excellent non-comedy written and directed by Woody Allen. It stars Cate Blanchett, Alec 
Baldwin and the terrific English actress Sally Hawkins. It tells the story of a New York 



socialite, Blanchett, with a ruined marriage to a boisterous crook, Alec Baldwin. She 
arrives in San Francisco to impose on her sister, Hawkins. The sister is much less well-
off and married to a working guy whom the New York sister perceives as vulgar, 
although, unlike her husband, a relatively honest man. Is it just me or can you feel the 
similarities to A Streetcar Named Desire? Both the acting and story line are very good. 
Another such film you may have missed the first time around is Burn after Reading, a 
typical humorous but dark movie by the ever entertaining, always clever Coen Brothers. 
It has star power with Brad Pitt, Frances McDormand and George Clooney. Like much 
Coen work it tells the story of a crime engineered by incompetents and gone very, 
although humorously, wrong. 
 Netflix also presents a number of series actually produced by them or obtained from 
others. These can involve suspense, action, horror, romance or soap opera. Quite a few of 
them are very good. I personally recommend a recent addition, Traitors. It takes place in 
England right after the war and deals with the perceived menace of Russian espionage 
and infiltration of the British government at a time when the CIA was just being morphed 
out of its prior identity as the OSS. It takes place at a time when the Churchill 
Conservative government had been thrown out of office and the ascendant Labor Party 
was looking to radically reform the English class system. In that supercharged time an 
OSS operative convinces a young English women with a job in government to spy on the 
British cabinet. The series is very intelligent, the acting good and the suspense real.  
 Another series I enjoy is a comical one called Huge in France. It details the story of 
a vainglorious French standup comedian who comes to LA to visit the son whom he's 
supported but not seen for years. He expects to be greeted as a super star in the US 
because he is, as the title of the series suggests, huge in France. Instead, he suffers one 
funny humiliation after another as he tries to exert influence here where he is virtually 
unknown and disliked by his son and former wife. 
 Netflix also gives one the opportunity to see what people in other countries are 
watching as it contains many series in a variety of languages, all of them with excellent 
subtitles. If those don't annoy you, and frankly, at our age, we already watch many 
English language shows with subtitles, there is some very good entertainment out there. 
My wife and I, over the years have particularly enjoyed Spanish programming available 
on Netflix. We were particularly enthralled with and followed faithfully two 
series, Grand Hotel and Cable Girls, both of which took place in Spain in the 1920's. 
They can still be seen.  
 In a future column I will discuss the treats available on Amazon Prime. 
          By Frank Catalina 

 

 

 

 

WANTED: 
Reviews of all kinds are wanted from the residents of Canal Walk! Please send your 

submission withyour selection, your opinion of it, and any other information you feel is 

pertinent. Send to ellencatalina11@gmail.com    

 



RESTAURANT REVIEWS 

 
 Cafe Agira, Warren  

 
 My husband and I, along with another couple, visited Café Agira recently.  We dine 
there whenever we feel like having a delicious Italian meal that is both reasonable and 
enjoyable. 
 You are seated and welcomed quickly with a warm bread basket, seasoned olive oil 
and someone to open your bottle of wine.  If you have white wine, a wine cooler or ice at 
the table is offered. 
 On our visit, we started with a fan favorite appetizer, the Bayonne Antipasto at 
$11.95.  It is a chop chop salad with Romaine, tomatoes, onions, ham, salami, capicola, 
provolone cheese and olives and can be shared.  It is so full of flavor and easy to eat.  We 
also shared the Escarole & Beans with Shrimp at $10.95 and was delicious as well. 
 For entrees, we enjoyed a chicken and shrimp scampi selection called Rigatoni 
allaNonna for $21.95 that was very good with small pieces of chicken and shrimp.  
Another wonderful dish was the Giambotta with chicken, sweet or hot sausage, potatoes, 
mushrooms and onions in an excellent sausage flavored white wine sauce that was great 
for dipping bread when you are finished at $18.95. 
 There is a particular dish that I order frequently.  It is not on the menu but so many 
customers request it, they always have it available.  It is a Parmigiana Encrusted Sauteed 
Flounder drizzled with an awesome sauce sometimes called "Muffy's Fish" with a choice 
of any pasta or starch.  I've also enjoyed the many dishes with red sauces as well and all 
are tasty and excellent. 
 Café Agira is also known for their pizzas.  Another restaurant favorite is the 
"Bayonne Thin Slice Pizza".  True to its name, it is delightfully thin and enjoyable along 
with many options for toppings. 
 Our appetizers, entrees and tip were under $60 per couple.  We passed on dessert 
because the portions were large and were too satisfied but I have a few suggestions.  The 
Cannoli's with cream that is delivered directly from Ferrara's Bakery in NYC are 
scrumptious.  The house made Tiramisu is grand as well. 
 Sonia, the owner, always takes the time to tend to everyone's needs and will 
accommodate different diets or changes in a particular dish.  The menu is large and there 
are also Specials on weekends. 
 She also caters for parties and has a varied menu with many customers returning and 
using Café Agira for all their catering needs.   
 The restaurant is located in the Quail Run strip mall in Warren and is a BYOB 
restaurant.  We always enjoy our conversations there as it is generally a quiet place to 
dine. 
 Café Agira is also open for lunch every day and closed all day Sunday.  The pizza is 
made in a separate dining area.  The restaurant dining room is casual, warm and inviting.  
Reservations are accepted. 
Café Agira 
125 Washington Valley Road 
Warren, NJ 
732-560-9635 



         Stacey Zebrowski 

 
      We so enjoy sharing restaurant reviews with our Canal Walk community.  Most of us 

enjoy reading them and getting to learn about some new and interesting restaurants to 

explore. Just give us the name, location and phone number of the restaurant and delight 

us with some of your favorite entrees along with some prices.  It doesn't have to be long. 

 So, hurry to your computers and become a restaurant reviewer.  Please send them to 

ellencatalina11@gmail.com. 

         Ellen Catalina 

 

 
What's Happening 

 
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP PUBLIC LIBRARY  

 485 DeMott Lane, Somerset – 732-873-8700 x 3 

Some programs require registration.  Please call or visit www.franklintwp.org to 
inquire/register. 
Free In-Person Tax Preparation is provided at the library by AARP by appointment.  To 
schedule an appointment, contact AARP at 908-541-5710. 
June Special Events at Franklin Township Public Library 485 DeMott Lane, Somerset, 
NJ  08873732-873-8700x110www.franklintwp.org 
 
Adult Programs  
Some programs require registration. Please call 732-873-8700 or visit 
www.franklintwp.orgto inquire/register.   
 
Concert:  Project Trio—Sunday, 6/2   2PM 
Combining the virtuosity of world-class artists with the energy of rock stars, PROJECT 
Trio is breaking down traditional ideas of chamber music. Blending their classical 
training with an eclectic taste in musical styles, they make a big impact on audiences of 
all ages.   Please register.   
 
Healthy Living for Brain and Body, Wednesday, 6/5 at 7PM and 6/26 at 2PM 
Join Nicolette Vasco from the Alzheimer's Association to learn how to take care of 
yourself as you age.  Please register. 
 
(6/7) If Beale Street Could Talk (2018) Rated R, 1 hour 46 minutes. 
A woman in Harlem embraces her pregnancy while she and her family struggle to prove 
her fiancé innocent of a crime.  (from IMDB)        
(6/21) Vice (2018) Rated R.  2 hours 12 minutes  
The story of Dick Cheney, an unassuming bureaucratic Washington insider, who quietly 
wielded immense power as Vice President to George W. Bush, reshaping the country and 
the globe in ways that we still feel today.  (from IMDB)   
 



Second Saturday Book Club: Saturday, 6/8 11-12                                                                                                                           
Join us for a discussion of A Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles.  Some copies 
available at the Reference Desk.    
 
Mental Health Awareness for Caregivers: Sunday, 6/9 2:15PM 
Certified instructors will provide mental health relief for caregivers who are taking care 
of family members.  Provided in partnership with the Somerset County Lions Club.  
 
Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support Group:  Second Tuesdays, 6/11 1-2:30PM 
This support group offers a safe place for caregivers, family and friends of persons with 
dementia to meet and develop a support system. 
 
Pet Loss Support Group:  Sunday, 6/16 1:15PM 
Pet parents who have lost a pet, or anticipate a loss, gather to share stories and memories 
with like minds and hearts.   
 
Performance: A Human Being Died That Night– Saturday, 6/22 2PM 
Oldwick Community Players will present a Staged Reading of an Anti-Apartheid Play by 
Nicholas Wright adapted from the book by Dr. PumlaGobodo-Madikizela.   Please 
register. 
Photography: The Bears of Silver Salmon Creek - Monday, 6/24 7PM 
This program will include a selection of stunning photos taken by professional 
photographer David DesRochers during his visits to Silver Salmon Creek in Alaska and 
will include topics such as travel, bear behavior, safety and tips for capturing great 
photos.  Please register. 
 
Chess (Drop in): Mondays 6:00-8:30PM Open play for intermediate—advanced level 
players; registration is not required. ADULTS ONLY.  
 
 

 

 

 

 
The Somerset County Library System of New Jersey’s (SCLSNJ) Manville Library 

Branch, located at 100 South 10th Avenue in Manville. For more programs and 
information visit SCLSNJ.org/events or call 908-458-8425. 
 
By the Light of Tiffany: A Meeting with Clara Driscoll 
June 13, 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.  
Actress Leanna Renee Hieber channels talented artist Clara Driscoll, designer of iconic 
Tiffany lamps and the manager of the Women's Glass Cutting Department of Tiffany 
Studios, in the late 1800s.   
 
Intro To Small Business Builder  
June 17, 6-7 p.m.  



New and existing entrepreneurs and small business owners, bring your laptop or tablet to 
get an intro to Gale Small Business Builder. 
 
Find Your Family Tree 
June 19, 10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.  
Bob Vornlocker, Manville resident and genealogy enthusiast, will share techniques to 
help uncover your family tree.  
Ouch, That Stereotype Hurts 
June 21, 1-3 p.m.  
Presented by Jan Goodman, community outreach specialist from the Greater Raritan One-
Stop Career Center training services. 
Dannemora  
June 29, 2-3 p.m.  
Author Charles A. Gardner, whose long career as a prison guard and guard staff manager 
began at Dannemora, tells the story only an insider could tell.   
 
 
 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   PHOTOS OF THE MONTH  
 



 
          by Ray Henson 

 

     
       by Hank Goldenberg 
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