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FROM THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
 As this month’s article is being written late in February,Spring is in the air, 
construction is underway in the Clubhouse, and many of our snow birds are wondering 
why they ever went south this year.  We are definitely experiencing an unseasonably mild 
winter.   
 A quick follow-up fromlast month’s Director’s Article; the Community Updates are 
being used regularly to keep our Community informed.  These email messages, in 
conjunction with our OneCall telephone system, provide almost “real time” information 
to all residents.  If you are not yet receiving these messages, send an email to 
tmerklinger@askaa.com with “opt in” as subject. 

TRANSITION/SETTLEMENT:  
 You have been noticing the activity behind the Clubhouse where the golf putting 
green re-construction and the foundation for the long awaited and promised shuffle board 
courts are underway.  By the time you receive this Newsletter, the interior refurbishing of 
the Clubhouse Lobby should be completed - new tile, carpeting and a new finish on the 
ballroom dance floor. We tried to minimize the impact on Clubhouse use during this 
period, and we appreciated everyone’s help and understanding during construction. 

 There is an informational meeting to discuss the details of the $2,010,000 transition 
settlement scheduled for April 13.  The purpose of this meeting will be to discuss the 
disbursement of the settlement funds.  Discussions will include reimbursement to our 
reserve and operating fund accounts for monies expended during transition; reviewing 
our revenue stream, and how carryover surplus affects our cash flow and future additions 
and improvements.  As we correct deficiencies of the builder, we look forward to adding 
features and elements both requested by our residents and promised by the builder; we 
will be needing support from all residents.  Realizing the importance of getting everyone 
involved, we will be holding two identical meetings that day, first at 4:00 PM and a 
second at 7:30 PM, in order to accommodate owners who work or have conflicting 
commitments. Questions can be submitted in advance to the Management Office or asked 
during the meeting.   

 Our Bylaws require 2/3 agreement for expenditures above a specified dollar figure.  
Consequently, certain enhancements will require advance approval by our Community.   

 It is the mission of the Board of Directors to continually maintain and add value to 
our Community.  This not only provides current residents with a full and varied menu of 
activities but makes Canal Walk the most desired Active Adult Community where 
property values continue to increase.   

MAINTENANCE FREE MONTH: 



 As you have been advised, this month is our maintenance free month.  For those who 
neglected to cancel a bank payment or otherwise paid the April maintenance fee, not to 
worry, just omit your payment for May.  Any payments received for April will 
automatically be applied to your May payment. 

SPEEDING, SAFETY AND PARKING: 
 We received the Traffic/Safety Study performed by Dolan & Dean, Consulting 
Engineers, LLC.  The study described several methods to control speeding and improve 
safety for both pedestrians and drivers.  Recommended were the use of double yellow 
line striping, delineation of crosswalks, raised intersections and, of course, speed humps. 
The Board will consider the implementation of these recommendations beginning in the 
spring. 
 To aid in ensuring all vehicles are properly identified as residents or visitor, all 
visitors will be given a day pass to be placed on the dashboard of the vehicles.  
Management will now have the ability to enforce parking rules throughout the 
community.  Vehicles in violation of our rules can then have fines applied to the 
responsible resident. 

FINANCES 
 Finances remain on track with our budget.  With the registration of the homes to be 
built on Schoolhouse and Mettlers, derived benefit payments have begun.  Our 2016 audit 
was started last month by our accounting firm Wilkins and Guttenplan. Initial review of 
the Activities and Operating accounts were successful with no issues identified.   When 
the audit is finalized, its availability will be announced in our Community Update.  

ADDITIONS AND IMPROVEMENTS 
 Ceiling fans have been installed in the men’s and ladies’ card rooms in the main 
Clubhouse and Card Room and in the Freedom Card Room, and Physical Fitness Rooms.  
 Wi-Fi thermostats have been installed in the small physical fitness room, Arts & 
Crafts Room and Ladies’ Card Room.  Temperatures will be scheduled and controlled by 
the Management Office. 
 Please mark your calendars with this important date: April 13, 4:00 or 7:30 PM, for 
our Informational Community Meeting. 

 
 
 

 
Jim Lyttle, Bob Rossomando, Nick Iorio and Bernie Worst 

 

 

CANAL WALK’S OWN WEBSITE 
Canal Walk residents can check on what activities are planned and sign up for 

activities right from their home computer. Just type this address and you will get to our 
Canal Walk Website: http://www.canalwalkhoa.com. 



 Our Website was developed by Skip Krals, who still helps us from Arizona. The 
Website is managed by Howard Kliger, Elaine Whelan, Mo Kim, Fred Ford and Susan 
Kobren.  

 
 

TO SEE CLUBHOUSE ACTIVITIES ON YOUR TV: 
NOW ON CHANNEL 8 IF YOU DO NOT HAVE AN HD CABLE BOX 

OR USE CHANNEL 281 IF YOU DO HAVE AN HD CABLE BOX 

 
 

Canal Walk Reservation Policy 
 

• Sign-ups are required for most events at Canal Walk (unless otherwise stated). 

• Each community sponsored event requires sign-ups and prepayment with check 
payable to C.W.H.O.A.A.F. 

• Residents at Canal Walk will have first opportunity to reserve a space for an 
event. 

• Events will be open to guests providing that the event has not been sold out.  
Notice will be given when the event is open to guests. 

• As always, each event is first come, first served. 

 
Canal Walk Refund Policy 

• Effective July 1, 2016, the following revision to the Refund Policy is for any and 
all tickets, trips or reservations made for events arranged by the Clubhouse 
Activities, Cultural Arts and Trips Committees and the Activity Director. 

• Once you register and pay for any event, you have the absolute right to 
admission for that event. There will be no refunds for any reason. The only 
exception is if there is a wait list and the Office is able to book a person to take 
your place. This policy is to properly manage our finances and is consistent with 
almost all performance venues.  

• If you cannot use the reservation, you may sell your ticket or right to admission, 
or give it to someone else.  

 
 

From the Enclave Board 
 By now, spring has arrived and, we hope, with mild and sunny weather.The Enclave 
Board of Directors has been actively engaged in planning for maintenance projects which 
are more appropriately performed during the spring and summer months. In addition, we 
are focused on transition issues and are regularly in contact with our attorney, Hubert 



Cutolo, Esq. and with our accountant, Ed Wilkin, C.P.A. The two of them have assured 
us that we are proceeding on schedule. 
 In that regard, I want to again offer the sincere thanks of the Board and our on-site 
Property Manager, David Papalia, to our owners and residents who completed and 
returned the surveys from our engineering firm, O&S Associates. We received an 
exceptionally high number of responses . . . a testament to our involved and committed 
community! Your survey information will be extremely useful in transition negotiations 
with our developer. 
 Of great significance is the announcement of our 2017 Enclave Annual Meeting, 
scheduled for Thursday, April 20th, at 7 PM in the Ballroom of the main Clubhouse. 
More specific information concerning upcoming projects and transition issues will be 
provided at that event. Questions and concerns will be answered and addressed. We 
strongly urge owners and residents to attend and participate. 

 John P. Lo Presti, Jr. President, Enclave Board 

 
From the Enclave Covenants Committee 
 As the temperatures become milder, and you begin to prepare for spring, we wanted 
to remind you that the exterior of your home, as well as the grounds around it, are owned 
by the Enclave Homeowners Association. Therefore, no modification to this property in 
any manner is authorized without submitting a Property Modification Request (PMR) 
form to the Enclave Covenants Committee. The Covenants Committee and Enclave 
Board must approve the modification request prior to the commencement of any work.  

Please note: 
1. Owners/Residents may not landscape, decorate, or change the 

appearance of, or claim any Common Property. Potted plants may be 
kept on the patio and front door stoop of Townhomes. Plants that have 
died, and pots that do not contain living plants must be removed. NO 
FLOWERS OR VEGETABLES MAY BE PLANTED IN THE 
GROUND!!! 

2. No landscape lighting is permitted. 
3. No awnings may be added or attached to the buildings or Townhomes. 
4. No bird feeders are permitted. Feeding stray or wild animals is strictly 

prohibited.   

 A complete list of these regulations can be found in Section IV, Common Property, 
of the Enclave Rules and Regulations. 

Barbara Goldstein, Covenants Committee 

Chairperson 

 
Best wishes for a Happy Passover and Happy Easter to all our neighbors! 
   John P. LoPresti, Jr., Ben Caudo, Jane Meyer, Bruce Schulman 

 

 
 

  
 
      



 
Covenants Committee 
 As I write this note, the weather is unbelievable - makes it feel like spring and that 
means PMR’S.  So get them in early so we can respond rapidly.  We are tooling up for a 
busy spring and summer season.  Just remember, the key to all of this is having all the 
paperwork done when it is turned in. Just follow the directions on the PMR sheet. 
 Now, besides my monthly speech on STOP signs, I would like to add one additional 
issue.  Please remember that be it garbage or recycling, it is not to be put out before 6:00 
PM the night before pickup.  Secondarily, remember, if you have more garbage than your 
garbage can holds, please put the excess in a large black garbage bag, not the thin ones 
you use within your house. 
       
          Dave Lyttle 

Activities and Announcements 
 
GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS 
 After 12 years, I have decided to step aside and let someone else take over the reins 
of Government Affairs. Paul Walitsky, an 8 year member of the group, stepped up and 
accepted the challenge.  
 Paul and his wife, Zorina, moved to Canal Walk 10 years ago from Parsippany. In 
his prior life, Paul, who earned a Bachelors and a Master’s degree in Metallurgical 
Engineering from NYU, was a Manager of Environmental Affairs with Phillips Lighting. 
Since relocating to Canal Walk, Paul joined, guess what?-the Franklin Township 
Environmental Commission and is currently Vice Chairman. And if that weren’t enough, 
he is also involved in other activities in Canal Walk. Good luck Paul. 
 The Developer of Canal Walk owns and plans to develop the 22 acre property on the 
corner of School House Road and Mettlers Road. Some of the property is in the wetlands 
and the Developer has submitted request for an environmental impact to the New Jersey 
Environmental Commission. We will keep you abreast of this situation as it progresses. 
 
Jim Heffernan, Chair Emeritus 

 

 
 
CLUBHOUSE ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE 
 The Saint Patrick’s Day Dinner Dance was held in the Clubhouse Ballroom on 
March 12.  Catering was provided by Elmer’s and featured The Mike Byrne Band as 
entertainment. Everyone enjoyed the delicious buffet and was delighted by the music – 
some of us even danced! 
 There are no Clubhouse activities planned for April.The next scheduled event is a 
performance by Vincent Tallarico who will sing a variety of show tunes. This will take 
place on Friday, May 12, at 8:00 PM in the Clubhouse Ballroom.  Save the date and 
watch for the flyers in the Clubhouse Lobby and on the Canal Walk Website. Be sure to 
stamp your flyer with the date stamper located just outside of the office door, NOT the 
envelope which is thrown away. Thanks. 



 We will be hosting our usual summer Patio Potluck parties on July 14th and August 
18th.  So save the dates, watch for the flyers to come out and sign up for summer fun by 
the pool. 
       Seena Allen 

 
YOUNG AT HEART 
 Calendar: 
April 12th - Club meeting 
April 27th - Hunterdon Hills Playhouse, Born Yesterday 
May 10th - Club meeting 
May 18th - West Point, Lunch and Hudson River Cruise 
June 8th - Jitney to Villagers - Wizard of Oz 
June 14th - Potluck Summer Luncheon 
June 21st - Mama Mia - Westchester Broadway Theatre 
September 13th - Sandwich and Salad Picnic 
October 6th - Oktoberfest - LiGreci's 
October 11th - Club Meeting 
October 18th - Jitney Trip to Peddler's Village - Scarecrow Festival 
November 8th - Club Meeting 
November 15th - Jitney trip to Delicious Orchards 
December 5th - Metropolitan Museum of Art - Lunch at Carmine's 
December 13th - Holiday Meeting with coffee and homemade cookies. 
 Spring is in the air, and the warmer weather has tempted us to venture out into the 
world.  In addition to our April club meeting on April12th with Bingo, we will begoing to 
Hunterdon Hills Playhouse for Born Yesterday and the usual room full of desserts.  In 
addition to the Jitney, we are also using members cars, please check which lists you are 
on.  We have a total of 40 members going. We may be meeting in the Ballroom - 
information will be sent via e-mail closer to the meeting date.  Looking forward to our 
spring season of great trips. 
  
        Joanne Polito and Jule Graham 

  

CANAL WALK CHORUS 
 The Canal Walk Chorus has been an active group since 2004.  We have presented an 
Annual Concert for many years and have entertained at the Veterans Hospital and local 
nursing homes and assisted living facilities.  Currently, members have a variety of 
singing and musical talents, as well as a variety of expertise and experience and are 
dedicated to weekly practice and the periodic performances. 
  The Chorus would like to welcome new members as we begin a new season in 
May.  Background and experience in choral groups, musical entertainment, ability to play 
an instrument or read music is preferred, either currently or in the past.  Most important is 
the desire to sing.  
 For more information about this fun-filled and rewarding activity, contact Chorus 
Director, Jackie Weighart (908-672-3057) (ggweighart@yahoo.com) or Chorus 
Secretary, Elaine Whelan (732-560-0140) 
           Elaine Whelan 



 
CANAL WALK QUILTERS 
CALENDAR: April 24 – 1:00 PM – Freedom Clubhouse 
 The Canal Walk Quilters have been busy learning new techniques. In February, 
Joyce taught an applique technique called framing, an easy way to cut down on the bulk 
of a quilt when appliqueing several layers. In March, it was all about the log cabin block 
and two methods to accomplish the same result. Many of us also attended the Quilt Fest 
in early March which was held at the Garden State Exhibition Center.  
 The April meeting is on Monday the 24th at 1:00 in the Freedom Clubhouse. We are 
going to be working on scrap control by making confetti and string blocks. So, come find 
out what to do with all those little pieces of fabric that are left over from other projects.  
 New quilters are always welcome. Happy Stitching –  
         Sue Watt  

 
WRITING OUR STORIES  
    CALENDAR: April 12 from 1:00 – 3:00 PM OR 
        April 13 from 7:00 - 9:00 PM 
 Calling all men and women who like to write!  Come spend a day, or evening, and 
make new friendships, while we enjoy hearing some creative writing from fellow scribes 
as we bring back, Writing Our Stories.  Nina Pesce, editor of the Staying Healthy column 
in the Canal Walk Newsletter, wants to journey together with you as we explore our life 
experiences.  If you enjoy writing, or have never tried, this eight week course begins on 
Wednesday, April 5 from 1:00PM-3:00PM and Thursday evening, April 6 from 7:00PM-
9:00PM.  Both sessions will be held in the Board Room.  The Course ends May 31st for 
the day class and June 1st for the evening class.. Flyers are in the Lobby.  Please indicate 
whether you are interested in the day or evening session. 
 No previous knowledge of writing is required in this casual, non-critical atmosphere 
with your peers.  There will be no A+ or B’s to worry about.  The goal is to achieve your 
own sense of satisfaction and accomplishment.  Each week will be a different topic for 
you to write about and share with the group.  Your stories can be fictional, non-fictional 
or even in poetry form.  So come along and write just for yourself or to preserve your 
memories for generations to come.  Call Nina at 732-595-5813 to register.  Limit 12. 
 
ARTS AND CRAFTS 
CALENDAR: 

• Tuesday, April 4th, 11:00 – 3:00 Oil Painting Class -“The dock at Sunset” $35. 
Bring your easel. If you need one, we still have some for sale. 

• Sunday, April 23rd, 10:00 – 5:00, Oil Painting Class – “Winter snow scene” $66 if 
canvas is provided, $58 if you bring your own canvas.  Oil painting classes are 
given by the famous painter, Mark Saenger.  Mark provides all supplies. Bring 
your own easel. See all the flyers in the Lobby. 

• Sunday, May 7th, 1:00 – 3:00, clay molding by hand building your own ceramic 
heart dish, $20, includes all supplies. Meet our new pottery instructor Danielle 
Morgan. Great gift for Mother’s Day! 

• Any questions please call Betty at 732-560-8387 
 



 We are planning a trip in May to the Barnes Art Museum in Philadelphia, If 
interested please call Betty. First come, first served. 
Submitted by Gerry Waegelein 

   

BOWLING 
 In February, we had a shortened bowling schedule due to President’s Day, but that 
did not stop us from keeping up with all of our 200 game scores to report this month. 
  On February 6th, Mike Palmieri bowled a 210, and Jeff Volker bowled a 211.   
  On February 13th, the same two bowlers bowled another 200 game.  Mike Palmieri 
bowled a 211 and Jeff Volker bowled a 216. 
 That week I brought in chocolate candies for everyone to enjoy for Valentine’s Day, 
and it seemed to encourage the women bowlers to bowl their best scores to date.  Instead 
of having beer frames, some of us decided we would be allowed a piece of chocolate 
every time we made a spare or a strike.  Needless to say, we were all on a sugar rush by 
the time we left the bowling alley that day. 
  There was no bowling on February 20th, but on February 27th Mike Dodd bowled a 
224 and a 212. 
  Congratulations to all who bowled these great scores this month.  Looking forward 
to reporting more great score for the month of March. 
  
                                                                     Joanne Perzi 

  
AN EMAIL GOOGLE GROUP HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED  
       This is an email discussion group whereby we can share information, using our own 
group email address.  Currently, more than 500 residents are participating in the group.  It 
has proved to be an efficient method for sharing information pertinent to the community.  
While having a Gmail email account is suggested, but not required, it does allow group 
members to view and search past postings. 
The purpose of this group is:  

• To share and receive references or information about vendors, e.g., "I'm looking 
for someone to fix...;" "Does anyone know of a good dentist, dressmaker, 
plumber, etc." 

• To sell, purchase, or borrow items, e.g. "I have a ticket for.... and would like to 
sell it;" “Can anyone lend me a baby car seat for the weekend, etc.” 

• To discuss common issues with our personal property in order to seek other's 
opinions and share possible solutions. 

The Group is: 

• NOT a public group (It is for Canal Walk residents only) 

• NOT for commercial or political purposes 

• NOT to be used as a soap box or a vehicle to "vent" about the Board, the HOA, or 
the builder. 

 If you are not yet a member and would like to join the Canal Walk Google Group, 
send an email requesting membership to: canalwalk.group@gmail.com 
 For more information or questions, please call Chickie Siegel (732-271-5266), 
Elaine Whelan (732-560-0140), or Evelyn Silverstein (732-650-8099). 
 



  Submitted by:  Chickie Siegel, Evelyn Silverstein, Elaine Whelan 

 
PICKLEBALL 
  

 
Please note that the time and date of the pickleball demonstration at the Canal Walk 
outdoor pickleball court has changed to 5:00 PM on Monday June 12, 2017, weather 
permitting.  The demonstration, sponsored by the Canal Walk Men’s Club, is open to all 
Canal Walk residents.  Come out and see how the game is played. 
 During the recent winter, CW picklers continued to play indoors at various local 
venues, outdoors on the Canal Walk court on some pleasant days in February, while on 
vacation in Mexico, Florida, Hawaii, and even on a cruise ship!  A paddle and a few 
pickleballs easily fit into a piece of luggage, and there are “pickleball ambassadors” 
across the US who will help locate an open court.  The list of ambassadors can be found 
at the web site:  http://usapa.org/. In the accompanying photo, Stan Spector found some 
picklers in Maui.   
 Anyone interested in playing pickleball can contact Stan Spector or Hank 
Goldenberg.   
Hank Goldenberg 

                                                                                                                                               
 
ITCH'N' TO STITCH 
Calendar:  Every Thursday from 1 to 3 in the Arts and Crafts Room.  
 I recently read an article on “Staying Heathy - Supercharge your Immune System” 
(from 3/5/17 Parade, by Catherine Winters).  Here are some tips on fighting colds and 
flu:  1. Get your shots 2. Work up a sweat with moderate to intense exercise 3. Get 



enough sleep 4. Clean up your diet 5. Load up on vitamin D 6. Keep the cocktail count in 
check 7. Don’t smoke 8. Take up a relaxing hobby.  While all of the above is good 
common sense for leading a good life, I was particularly interested in the last item.  The 
article says “…taking up a hobby may benefit your health.  British researchers report the 
activity increases levels of cytokines - an immune system protein that helps fight illness 
in cancer patients.  In fact, anything that feeds your soul is likely to be good for your 
body.”  So come join our stitching group and fight cancer by knitting or crocheting or 
doing any other relaxing activity.  Who knew?   
 
        Gloria Sipos732 535 9160 

 

 
SHUTTERBUGS AT CANAL WALK 
 As almost 40 of you know from the Canal Walk Google group, a “Shutterbugs at 
Canal Walk” Activity group (not a Club = too much bureaucracy) has been organized by 
Hank Goldenberg, Julie Nixon, and Dave Roche. This promises to be an educational and 
enjoyable activity for all Canal Walk residents interested in improving their artistic and 
technical abilities with digital photography (from smart phones to digital Single-Lens-
Reflex cameras and maybe beyond). The CW Shutterbugs will meet monthly in the Arts 
and Crafts Room on a weekday (Monday) evening. The meetings will consist of hands-on 
(with your camera) teaching on the finer points of photography; learning more about the 
technical aspects of storing, organizing, editing, and printing digital photos; and planning 
and enjoying events to try our new photography skills at local sites and even excursions 
to interesting subjects in neighboring States (a trip to Peony’s Envy in May is under 
consideration). The kickoff meeting of the Shutterbugs Activity Group occurred March 
20.  All members please join us and bring your camera! 
 To sign up for the CW Shutterbugs, send your email address to Julie Nixon at 
canalwalkdogwalker@gmail.com. 
 
         Dave Roche 

  

BOCCE 
 The Bocce Group will begin the Season on April 29th, at 9 AM.  The schedule for 
the season is Tuesdays and Thursdays at 6 PM andSaturdays at 9 AM.      
 All are welcome.      
         Angelo  LoCicero 

 
TENNIS    



  
The tennis gods were good to us in late February and allowed us to play outdoors on two 
weekends.  
 On Saturday, Feb 25, we had 9 players show up for an afternoon contest in a balmy 
71 degrees. It was 38 degrees the next day. So much for outdoor tennis. Also, there is an 
addition to our tennis courts. The old wooden glider bench, purchased for $4 many years 
ago at a yard sale, was refurbished using a carbon fiber epoxy overcoat on the wooden 
slats. That’s the same material used in airplanes, missiles and tennis racquets. Somerset 
Run may have lights, but we have an aerospace grade glider bench. Come take a look.  
         Howard Kliger  

 
 
 
 
 
WEDNESDAY WALKERS HIKING GROUP 



  
Spring is here, and it’s time to get out there on the trails again. 
 We walked every Wednesday last year and had good attendance, depending on the 
strenuousness of the hike.  We met in the main Clubhouse parking lot at 8:50 AM and car 
pooled to various trails. To date, we have walked on 34 different trails in central New 
Jersey. We had a very successful Pot Luck Supper in November and relaxed and enjoyed 
each other’s company off the trails. 
 New Jersey is a beautiful State, and there are many interesting hikes scheduled for 
the coming year.  Our plan for each month is to do one easy hike (4 miles of flat 
walking), two moderate hikes (4-5 miles over uneven terrain) and one more difficult (5+ 
hilly miles); this way there is something for everyone.  A schedule is emailed one month 
in advance so people can choose the hikes they wish to do. 
 There were no hikes scheduled for January, February or March as many of us were 
away for the winter months. However, if you are interested in being put on our mailing 
list for future schedules and email updates, please contact bredamay@hotmail.com 
 Come on out and join us, it’s fun and great exercise. 
          Breda May 

 

CANAL WALK WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

 As we approach the most wonderful celebration of Easter, we continue our Lenten 
study, a Max Lucado DVD titled, “He Chose the Nails, What God Did to Win Your 
Heart.” Bunnies, candy, and baskets are enjoyable, but truly delving into the impact of 
this holiday has caused deep, meaningful discussion. This study includes questions 
related to the DVD, Bible exploration, personal study and reflection time.  



 After Easter, we will resume our study of women in the Bible. Come and sit in on 
our discussion at any time. Those with knowledge of the Bible, or those who desire to 
learn are welcome. Please contact Mimi Eachus at mpfaadt@eathlink.net or 732-356-
8212 or Gail Tornquist at g.tornquist@comcast.net or 908-625-0526 if you have any 
questions. HAPPY EASTER! 
         Gail Tornquist 

 

 

CANAL WALK IRISH AMERICAN CLUB 
 
     CALENDAR 

• April 17: Dr. Seth Gopin Lecture – “SKYSCRAPERS” 

• May 2: Lunch at the “Dublin House,” Red Bank 

• May 18:  Annual Business Meeting (NOTE CHANGE OF DATE) 

• June 11: Blackthorn Irish Pub & Restaurant with “ANDY COONEY” 

• September: Details not yet finalized 

• December 7: Pot Luck Supper with Entertainment 

 
  We have rescheduled the trip to the luncheon at the “Dublin House” in Red Bank     
for May 2.  Those who signed up for the original trip have already been advised of the 
new date.  If any member is interested, please contact Mary Tighe, as there may be a 
space or two available on the jitney. 



 The highlight of this month will be the talk on “Skyscrapers” to be given by Dr. Seth    
Gopin on April 17 in the Clubhouse Ballroom.  More details and sign-up sheets are on 
the carousel in the Clubhouse. 
 We have arranged via jitney for a visit to the Blackthorn Irish Pub & Restaurant in 
Kenilworth on June 11, to hear Andy Cooney, a performer well-known to Canal Walk 
residents.  Information and sign-up sheets will be on the carousel later. 
 In late September, we are holding an event in the Ballroom, details for which will 
also be forthcoming in the carousel.  The exact date has not yet been set. 
 We hope you all had a memorable St. Patrick’s Day and look forward to seeing you 
at our next event. 

 
         Brigid Murphy Brown 

 
 

GREAT DECISIONS 
 CALENDAR: April 13 and 27 – 7:30 – Club Room 
 There are two meetings this month. On April 13 the topic will be "Geopolitics of 
Energy" and on April 27, the topic will be "Latin America." The meetings are open to all 
residents and are held at 7:30 PM in the Club Room. The 2017 publication is still 
available for $23. For additional information contact me at 908-229-5161. 
           Merrill Taub  

 

ACTING UP 
    CALENDAR: First Tuesday, 7:30 PM – Freedom Clubhouse 
 Acting UP-- where characters are welcome.  Canal Walk residents gather the first 
Tuesday of each month to read short scripts from plays, radio/TV shows and 
melodramas.  We have a few laughs and contemplate the wonders of the amateur acting 
world. No previous stage experience is needed to join, just an open mind and a wish to 
have fun. In fact, most of us have never been on a formal performance stage before 
joining Acting UP but have overcome great fears to entertain our Canal Walk neighbors.  
Join us in Freedom Clubhouse the first Tuesday of each month @ 7:30 PM 
 For information contact: Bruce Davidson or Marion Yudow.   
     Submitted by Bruce Davidson 

 

SUNDAY CINEMA 
CALENDAR: 

• April 30: Midnight in Paris 

• May 21: Day of the Jackal 

• June 25: Remains of the Day 
 Sunday Cinema was unable to have its very popular annual Oscar Party gathering 
due to Clubhouse renovations.  Be assured that next year’s party will make up for it.  We 
hope your favorite for the Oscars won – La Land (only for a few minutes) and Moonlight 
(taking the Oscar home after the mix-up!).  
 Midnight in Paris, Woody Allen’s charming film, has the inspired silliness of classic 
comic sketches (most obviously, “A Twenties Memory,” in which the narrator’s nose is 
repeatedly broken by Ernest Hemingway), spiked with the rueful fatalism that has 



characterized so much of Mr. Allen’s work. Come and enjoy this movie on April 30th at 
1:30 PM for a 2 PM start. 
 Sunday Cinema’s exciting movie lineup welcomes all Canal Walk residents to relax, 
view, socialize and discuss classic and independent films. Sunday Cinema meets each 
month in the fall, winter and spring, and in addition, offers special showings with guest 
movie producers, Rutgers film professors and Canal Walk resident expert 
commentary.We gather in the Ladies Card Room at 1:30 PM for a 2 PM film start. 
 Please check the calendar above, the Canal Walk TV Station, Website, Newsletters and 
Clubhouse Lobby poster, for the entire schedule of all upcoming movies. To be part of 
this discussion, entertainment and social event, email Marion at myudow@gmail.com to 
receive email notification of film times, room changes, and showings.  Please bring a 
snack to share.  See you at the movies! 
                                               Marion Yudow and Judy Gottlieb 

 
 
LIFE MASTER BERNICE KIANESE FELICITATED 
 On February 21, the CW Duplicate Bridge Club felicitated one of its members, 
Bernice Kianese, on having achieved the rank of Life Master. The Life Master 
designation is awarded by the American Contract Bridge League (ACBL) to players who 
have amassed 500 master points including at least 50 gold points. Points are awarded to 
players based on their performances in tournament play; gold points, in particular, are 
difficult to come by. 

  
 Bernice, who lives at 10 Bayard Road, first played bridge in college but did not 
become a serious bridge player until her late fifties. She has been playing on and off for 
the last thirty years and fulfilled the Life Master requirements last December in her 
eighty-sixth year. Her achievement had been recognized by the New Jersey Bridge 
League (NJBL) in a ceremony at the Pines Manor, Edison in early February, but she 



declared that the potluck lunch given by her fellow players at the Freedom Lane 
Clubhouse was even more enjoyable. One of them said about Bernice, “She enjoys 
bridge, and it is fun to play with her because her enthusiasm is so infectious. She is 
serious about the game but is always ready for a laugh. She is not just a Life Master of 
Bridge, she is a Master of the Game of Life. We are fortunate to have her as one of our 
members.”  

  
 Bernice is the second member of the Club to become a Life Master. Maryann Brewer 
of 20 Freedom Lane became a Life Master in 2015. The CW Duplicate Bridge Club 
meets Tuesdays at 1 PM in the Freedom Lane Clubhouse and is open to intermediate 
level players. 
                                                Submitted by AnilNirody 

 

 

TRIPS 
 

• April 4th , The Great Comet with Josh Groban- Imperial Theater (Sold Out) 

• April 6th , Million Dollar Quartet ( 2nd show)- Paper Mill Playhouse 

• April 27th, Sunset Boulevard w/ Glenn Close  @ The Palace Theater- &Beautiful 

@ Stephen Sondheim Theatre 

• May 3rd, Move Beyond , Julianne & Derek Hough- MAYO PAC ( Sold Out) 

• May 4th , War Paint @ Nederlander Theater &A Bronx Tale @ Longacre Theatre 

• May 25th& June 14th
, Hello Dolly- Shubert Theater ( Sold Out) 

• June 1st& 3rd  , Mary Poppins- Paper Mill Playhouse Matinee 

• June 6th& June 8th , Yankees vs. Boston 

• June 20th , Charley and the Chocolate Factory -& Chicago & Cats @ Lunt 

Fontaine Theaters 



• June 22nd , Yankees vs. California 

• June 28th , The Lion King- Minskoff Theater Matinee 

• August 16th – Aladdin @ New Amsterdam Theatre 

Come From Away @ Gerald Schoenfeld Theater 
 

Under Consideration are: 
Cats, The Phantom of the Opera, Groundhog Day, Anastasia, Amelie, Dear Evan 

Hansen and Ocean Grove Saturday Concerts (summer) 
 
         Bill Corson 

 
  
HADASSAH 
CALENDAR 

  April 2: Tickets are available for “August: Osage County” at the Villagers 

                        Theatre on Sunday, 2:00 PM, for $15 each.  Look for flyers. 
                        April 13: “10 Hairy Legs,” a Dance Performance at the George Street 

Playhouse on Thursday, 7:15 PM, tickets for $25 each.  This is an all-male 
international company that explores the artistry of the male dancer. Two 
world premier commissions will be performed.  Look for flyers, or call 
Rita Levy at 732-563-0081. 
April 19: Trip to Philadelphia Museum of Art for the exhibit “American 
Watercolor in the Age of Homer and Sargent.”Lunch will be served in a  
reserved area of the galleries.  Explore the museum on your own before 
our bus takes us on a tour through Fairmount Park. A museum-trained 
guide will come aboard and take us on a 1 hour tour past all seven of the 
Historic Houses dating from the 18th and 19th centuries.  The cost is $115 
and is all-inclusive.  Look for flyers. 
May 3: Tickets are available for “Curvy Widow” at 8:00 PM at the 
George Street Playhouse. A new musical comedy follows the daily 
exploits of a feisty fifty-something widow.  Ticket cost is $34.  Look for 
flyers. 

 
   May 9: Members should watch for an invitation to the Member   
                  Celebration Dinner.  We plan a fun-filled evening, beginning at 7:00 PM              
   honoring The Magic of Women Who Do. 
 Our Canal Walk Chapter has embarked on two new Outreach Program, and we 
would appreciate your help.  Warm up America involves knitting a 7”x9” rectangle using 
#7 needles.  Acrylic washable wool is a must.  These rectangles will be put together into 
blankets for many different facilities.  Other knit items plus leftover yarn are also useful. 
 Our second project involves teaming up with Safe and Sound Somerset, a facility in 
Hillsborough.  Its goal is ending domestic abuse to build strong families, safe schools and 
healthy neighborhoods.  The home needs many items for women and children.  Irene 
Morrison will collect items in the Clubhouse on April 5 and 26 from 10:30 to 12:00.  She 
can be reached at 201-826-2227, or email at Ladysaab04@aol.com. 



 We continue to offer ShopRite certificates for sale at no extra cost to you. Support 
our efforts by buying them in $25, $50 and $100 denominations. Contact Janet Kliger or 
Evelyn Lasky to purchase them.  
 We will not have a meeting in April due to Passover, but you are welcome to contact 
a Membership Vice-President to inquire about joining us. Bonnie Shrager, Fran Musler 
and Marlene Glickman would be happy to talk to you. 

Edna Stone, Communication Committee 

 

Talk of the Walk 

 We accept short entries regarding significant/unusual accomplishments, milestone 

anniversaries and birthdays, births, deathsand acknowledgements.Because most of us 

have children and grandchildren who make us proud of their accomplishments, we will 

only include submissions about them that are extremely significant or unusual.  
 

 
Cultural Arts 
 

 
• April 22- SWING TIME- Performed by the NJ Festival Orchestra and 3 

Broadway vocalists. 
 The music of America is called the Great American Songbook, with music and lyrics 
by some of the greatest composers of Broadway musicals. Hear the still famous Sing, 

Sing Sing from Benny Goodman's concert at Carnegie Hall, Sentimental Journey, the 



sounds of South Pacific, and the Nelson Riddle arrangements for Frank Sinatra. The big 
bands of the war years, such as Benny Goodman and Tommy Dorsey, are part of the 
program featuring this wonderful orchestra under the direction of David Wroe. Three 
marvelous and professional singers will bring these and other melodies back to our 
hearts. 
 Mr. Wroe's biography could fill this entire page. Early in his career, he was the 
Assistant Conductor of the Boston Symphony under Seiji Ozawa, leading the orchestra at 
Tanglewood and in Boston. He went on to lead orchestras all over the United States and 
Europe, Israel and many theaters in Asia. He has worked with famous stars, such as 
Kristin Chenowith, Celtic Thunder, the 3 Irish Tenors and Joan Rivers, for example. Mr. 
Wroe has served as conductor and judge for the NY City Opera and the Metropolitan 
Opera and taught master classes at Harvard, Brown and Rutgers universities, among 
others. 
 We are fortunate the orchestra and its conductor have agreed to come to Canal Walk 
for this exciting and melody filled evening. 
 

• JUNE 3- THE BROTHERS FOUR 
 Name almost any folk song, and it is probably one that this quartet has recorded.  
You will sing along with them or hum under your breath when they perform here at the 
start of the summer. Coming east from Seattle, their familiar harmonies make you feel the 
warmth of country and folk songs. Remember Michael Rowed the Boat Ashore, Yellow 

Bird, This Land is My Land and 100 Miles.  The Brothers Four and their gentle style of 
singing are the most recorded folk singers in the U.S. Come and relax and walk out with 
a smile on this balmy night. 
 

• JULY 29- IN THE GOOD OLD SUMMERTIME 
Performed by the Central Jersey Wind Ensemble, Nick Santoro, Director 
 The parks used to be filled with songs, children ran around, people fanned the heat 
from their bodies, and life was pleasant and calm.  We hope to recreate this atmosphere 
when you listen to this huge band of trumpets, woodwinds and percussion players who 
will come to Canal Walk. Listen to a Sousa march, a light classical piece we all 
recognize, some musical comedy songs from Broadway, perhaps a simple waltz- all the 
parts of a summer band concert.  We have wanted to do this for many years, and now we 
are!  The reception committee promises ice cream pops, watermelon slices, iced tea or 
lemonade, and other tasty goodies after the concert ends.  Bring your parasol or shirt 
sleeve garters, or just arrive in anticipation of a fun and light-hearted evening.  
 
          Lucille Taub 

 

 
Women's Club 
April 4 - Offsite luncheon 
April 19 - Venus Jewelers - Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis and Her Jewelry  
May 17 - Murder Mystery 
June 21 - Pot Luck Supper  
 



 As always, our Souper Bowl lunches were a great success.  Thanks go to all who 
made delicious soups, shopped, approached local restaurants for donations, set up and 
cleaned up.   
 As a reminder, our local restaurants have been very generous to the Women’s Club, 
supporting us at our luncheons, Souper Bowls, ad books, etc.  Please return the favor and 
support them, and be sure to tell them you are from the CWWC.  The following are some 
you might like to try:  Orsillos, Frank’s in Manville and Somerset, Manville Diner, 
Drewby’s, Panera Bread, Pizza and Pasta.  
 A “Welcome to Spring” luncheon will be held at Carpaccio’s in Middlesex on 
Tuesday, April 4 (see flyer in Lobby for details).  This is a members only event, so only 
paid members will be allowed to attend.   This the first time we are trying an off-site 
luncheon to get together socially.  Let’s see how it goes.  We may try other venues in the 
future. 
 At our April 19 meeting, Peter Stavrianidis will give a presentation on Jacqueline 
Kennedy Onassis and her jewelry.  Who doesn’t love Jackie - or jewelry.  Come for a 
very interesting program.   
 On May 17, members (and other insane people) will present a Murder Mystery 
play that takes place in New Orleans during Mardi Gras.  This is sure to be a fun evening 
with zany antics by our actors and participation by the audience.  See Ronnie Bayer if 
interested in participating.  
 REMINDER:  Dues for the year are $10 and were due in January.  Your dues pay 
for desserts at our meetings, paper goods, entertainment, etc.  IF YOU HAVE NOT PAID 
DUES AS OF MAY 1, THERE WILL BE A $5 LATE FEE (does not apply to new 
members joining for the first time).  If you have not paid dues for 2 years, you may be 
dropped from our roles.  Only members in good standing will be able to attend certain 
events.  Please pay by check only to assure an accurate accounting of payment.  Checks 
can be brought to any meeting or dropped off in the Women’s Club mail box in the 
Office. 
 
       Submitted by Gloria Sipos 

 
 
 
 
Grandparents’ Group 
CALENDAR:  SUNDAY, MAY 7 – 1:00pm-3:00pm – ARTS AND CRAFTS ROOM 
 Our next get-together will be a Mothers’/Fathers’ Day Ice Cream Social, to be held 
on Sunday, May 7 from 1:00 PM-3:00 PM in the Arts & Crafts Room.  This will be a fun 
day for grandchildren ages 4-12 years of age, as we will be making a gift for Mom and 
Dad.  The cost will be $10.  Please bring a paint smock or Dad’s old shirt, as we will be 
using paint.  Limit 24.  Flyers are in the Lobby for sign up, and please make checks out to 
CWHOAAF, with Grandparents’ Group in the memo section.      
          Nina Pesce 

 

 
Veterans’ Club 



Calendar: April 26 – Freedom Club House – 7:00 PM 
 
 With the winter now behind us, I look forward, not only to the warmer weather, but 
also to our upcoming Memorial Day Ceremony and Picnic that has been a very popular 
event here at Canal Walk for many years.  So mark your calendars for Saturday, May 27, 
and please plan to join us for the day’s activities.  More information is forthcoming. 
 I’d like to welcome our newest member, Larry Ludwig, to our band of brothers.  
Larry honorably served in the New Jersey Army National Guard.  His “enlistment” brings 
the total membership of the Veterans’ Club to 74. 
 At this month’s meeting, we will be serving food and liquid refreshments.  I 
would recommend those attending to eat light at dinner.  Regardless of your branch of 
service, food always brought the troops together.  Mangia!              
      Sam Pesce, Commander 
 

 
Operation Shoebox 
 Operation Shoebox is not only about the contents of the thousands of boxes that are 
sent to our military worldwide, it is also about the heart and soul of an operation that 
speaks to the depth of the human spirit.  I recently met with Rod Hirsch, Founder and 
Executive Director of Operation Shoebox New Jersey, who shared a side of this program 
that is not usually recognized.  Everyone who touches those boxes……from the 
numerous volunteers at every packing, to the employees at the Manville post office, to 
the cargo handlers at local airports, to all the truck drivers and to the last person who 
actually delivers the boxes...all are a part of an intricate network that serves the U.S. 
military.  Rod showed me a stack of hundreds of “thank you” letters from members of 
our military who serve in some areas of the world that I’m not sure you’d find on a map.  
Without a community of “movers and shakers,” there would have been no letters. 
 The February 18th packing at the Manville VFW was the 12th Anniversary of the 
founding of Operation Shoebox New Jersey.  Rod dedicated this day and every future 
February packing to our Linn Smith, a longtime Shoebox volunteer, too.  In a letter 
placed in every one of the 1,200 boxes packed that day, Rod wrote, “Linn was the 
consummate volunteer, a valued and trusted member of our team here at Operation 
Shoebox New Jersey.  He was a patriotic American, proud of his service in the U.S. 
Navy, a real “man’s man” who truly loved his wife, kids and grandchildren.  He was a 
close, personal friend.  We miss him dearly; he was truly one of a kind.”  A picture of 
Rod and Linn appears in the letter, too, a true sign of their friendship.  A most touching 
moment occurred that day when Rod warmly recognized Linn’s wife, Sue, his children 
and grandchildren.   
      Sam Pesce for Operation Shoebox 
 

Men’s Club 
 
A very happy Easter and a very happy Pesach to our neighbors in Canal Walk. 
 
MEN’S CLUB CALENDAR. 
April 10:  There will be no meeting for the month of April. 



May 8:  This meeting will make us look and think beyond ourselves on Mother Earth.  
Bob Reichman, brother of our fellow CWer, Steve Reichman, will be taking us away on a 
trip to the heavens.  His credentials on astronomy are one for the books.  Bob will share 
his passion for astronomy and will try and spark your interest in reaching out for the 
stars……and beyond.   
May 8 & 9:  The next daytime AARP Driver Safety Classes will be conducted.  Watch 
out for the sign-up sheets in the Lobby regarding this. 
June 12:  This month’s meeting will be a “double program” for the Community and the 
membership.  Come at 5:00 PM to see for yourself the latest sports craze that has hit the 
USA – Pickleball.  Dick Lloyd, the creator of the sport in Canal Walk, will host a demo 
for the entire community on our tennis/pickleball court.   
At 7:00 PM the regular business meeting will commence followed by a show by Walter 
Choroszewski (remember “Classic Comedy of Radio & Television”) who will entertain 
us with another night of fun and learning. 
Watch out for further announcements preceding these two events. 
 
THE 2017 GOLF SEASON: 
 Not meaning to be too repetitive, but here it is again in case our memory fails us: 
June 13 & 14:  Atlantic City outing will be played at McCullogh’s Emerald Links and 
Harbor Pines with an overnight stay at the Tropicana. 
July 10 to 14:  The Canal Walk Ryder Cup will be played.  Pizza party follows at the 
Freedom Clubhouse on Friday night ($10 per person). 
July 26:  The Beaver Brook outing will be played with a fee and lunch for about $90 per 
golfer. 
August 22, 23 and 24:  The Third Annual Somerset Walkers Cup (men and women) will 
be played at a course TBD. 
September 27:  The Royce Brook East Course outing will be played for about $100 per 
golfer. 
 
        Ron Lerner 732-301-0088 

         
MEMBERSHIP& DUES 
 We are collecting your annual dues for 2017 during all monthly meetings, preferably 
done before the first golf outing of the year.  Make your $25 check payable to 
CWHOAAF.  You can also drop your check in the Men’s Club mailbox in the 
Clubhouse.  If you’re not yet a member, join the club.  Enrollment is open all year round 
for new members.  Call John Tarantino at (732-584-6104) for more information.  Come 
join us at our next meeting, and see what we’re all about.  You can also find out more 
about us by going to our website at http://canalwalkhoa.com/. 
ONGOING COMMUNITY PROJECTS 
 The Good and Welfare Committee sends get well cards to members.  Please let Gil 
Selvin (732-356-3269) or Sal Saladini (732-271-5110) know about members who are ill, 
hospitalized or recuperating. 
GO GREEN 
 The firstHazardous Waste Dayof the yearwill on April 15th at the Warren Township 
Public Works Garage, 1 Bardy Road, Warren, NJ from 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM.  Examples 



of hazardous waste that can be collected are as follows:  pesticides, automobile fluids, 
CFL lights, ammonia-based cleaners, used cooking oil, gasoline, kerosene, oil-based & 
latex paints, bbq propane tanks and rechargeable & button-cell batteries.  April 15 will be 
the next one at another location. 
 Operation Secure Shred schedules for 2017 are not yet available.  Watch this 
column for future postings. 
 Electronics recyclingare on: 

A. 1st Saturdays of the month at the South County Public Works (8:00 AM to 2:00 
PM), 410 Roycefield Road, Hillsborough, NJ 08844. 

B. weekdays at the South County Public Works (7:30 AM to 3:00 PM), 410 
Roycefield Road, Hillsborough, NJ 08844 and North County Public Works, 411 
Chimney Rock Road, Bldg. B, Bridgewater, NJ 08807. 

  
 Proper Disposal of Medicine: Expired/unused medicines and OTC drugs can be 
dropped off at the Franklin Township Police Department (Public Safety Building), 495 
DeMott Lane, Somerset, NJ 08873 (Franklin Township Municipal Complex).  Be sure to 
scratch off or blank out your name on the bottles. 
 CFL Recycling:  Year-round, the Men’s Club collects used compact fluorescent 
light bulbs and brings them to Home Depot for recycling.  Please place them in the box in 
the Clubhouse Arts &Crafts Room and help preserve the environment. 
           Jay del Prado 

      
 
 

Italian American Club 
CALENDAR  
APRIL 3    BUSINESS MEETING & GUEST SPEAKER 
APRIL 11 JITNEY TRIP 
MAY 1 BUSINESS MEETING 
MAY 13 POTLUCK DINNER DANCE 



 
 On February 23 we took the jitney to the Vietnam Veterans Memorial and Museum 
in the PNC Art Center.  It was a beautiful day and an exceptional tribute to our Veterans. 
We had a nice lunch at the Turning Point Restaurant. 
 Last month, besides our Business Meeting, we had our Annual St. Joseph’s Day 
Pastry Night. We had our wonderful pastry plus a surprise musical guest, Bill Stember, 
played several tunes for us. 



 We also collected food for the food bank in Manville and, as usual, our members 
surpassed last year’s total and never cease to amaze me with their generosity. 
 The Italian Speaking Group will meet on Tuesdays, April 4 and 18. Anyone who 
wants to join the group is welcome.  
 Janice is still collecting dues for 2017 from members, and please be sure to include 
the increase to $15, your phone number and email address on any payments. Many times 
we have events coming up and email is the only method of reaching our members.  
 
NOTICE: NEW MEMBERSHIP IS $25 PER PERSON AND WE EXPECT BOTH 
FAMILY MEMBERS TO JOIN. ONLY PAID MEMBERS WILL BE ALLOWED 
TO ATTEND MEMBERS ONLY EVENTS. Please fill out a Membership Form 
found in the Office at the Clubhouse. 
 
 We have a few trips set up including the Museum of Natural History, Hunterdon 
Playhouse and a 3 day trip to Newport, Rhode Island. These are all scheduled for 
MEMBERS ONLY. 
         Ciao, Mike Palmieri  

 
 

NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE 
 The Canal Walk Newsletter is published monthly to keep the residents informed 

about events at Canal Walk. 

 We accept articles submitted by Canal Walk Residents subject to the following 

guidelines: 

 We do not accept any articles expressing political or religious opinions. 

  We do not accept any articles that resemble an editorial. 

 We do not accept any articles that advertise for profit. 

 Paid advertising is available through our Publisher, About Our Town. 

 The deadline for all material is the 8th of the previous month.  Please submit your 
articles on time.  All submissions must be emailed with the author clearly stated. The 
deadline for the May Newsletter will be April 8th by 6 PM. LATE ARTICLES 
WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. 
 Please send us articles about past events as well as future plans for your group or 
club.  In addition, send photos to go with your articles. 
 
Items for Talk of the Walk, theatrical reviews, restaurant reviews should be sent to Ellen 
Catalina at ecatalina2@verizon.net. 
 
 Recipes and What's Happening sent to Ronnie Bayer at ocrbayer@aol.com. 
 
 Home Hints sent to Jeff Shpiner at opticsjs@verizon.net 

 
Club Activities and Announcements and Poetry sent to Susan Smith at 
lhssps@comcast.net. 
 



Articles about pets and questions for Design Solution to Judy Gottlieb at 
bagelsandhoney@comcast.net. 
 
Staying Healthy sent to Nina Pesce at pesnia2@yahoo.com. 

 

Meet Your Resident Artist sent to Frank Catalina atfecatalina@gmail.com 

 

Photos sent to Jay del Prado at jaydimm@comcast.net 

 
 All articles received by any member of the committee are acknowledged either by 
email or phone.   
 Please note: If you didn't get a confirmation, it means that we didn't get it. Carry-
overs may not be included. You should submit a new article each month. 
 We reserve the right to edit, condense, or reject submitted material. 
 Do NOT submit serious looking material from the Internet unless it has first been 
checked as authentic with Snopes.com or a similar web-checking site.  
    Ronnie, Susan, Ellen, Judy, Nina, Frank, Jay, Jeff  

 

Computer Corner 
 
 Though I normally talk about computer based scams, here is one that is done on the 
phone and sounds like it could be pretty serious. 
 This one is pretty slick, since they provide YOU with all the information, except the 
one piece they want. Note, the callers do not ask for your card number; they already have 
it.  
 The scam works like this:  
  Person calling says - 'This is (name) and I'm calling from the Security and Fraud 
Department at VISA.  My Badge number is 12460; your card has been flagged for an 
unusual purchase pattern, and I'm calling to verify.  This would be on your VISA card 
which was issued by (name of bank).  Did you purchase an Anti-Telemarketing Device 
for $497.99 from a marketing company based in Arizona?'  When you say 'No,' the caller 
continues with, 'Then we will be issuing a credit to your account.  This is a company we 
have been watching, and the charges range from $297 to $497, just under the $500 
purchase pattern that flags most cards.  Before your next statement, the credit will be sent 
to (gives you your address).  Is that correct?'  You say 'yes.'  
 The caller continues - 'I will be starting a Fraud Investigation.  If you have any 
questions, you should call the 1-800 number listed on the back of your card (1-800-
VISA) and ask for Security. You will need to refer to this Control Number.  The caller 
then gives you a 6 digit number.  'Do you need me to read it again?'  
  Here's the IMPORTANT part on how the scam works   - The caller then says, 'I need 
to verify you are in possession of your card.'  He'll ask you to 'turn your card over and 
look for some numbers.'  There are 7 numbers; the first 4 are part of your card number, 
the last 3 are the Security Numbers that verify you are the possessor of the card.  These 
are the numbers you sometimes use to make Internet purchases to prove you have the 
card.  The caller will ask you to read the last 3 numbers to him.  After you tell the caller 



the 3 numbers, he'll say, 'That is correct, I just needed to verify that the card has not been 
lost or stolen, and that you still have your card.  Do you have any other questions?'  
  What the Scammer wants is the 3-digit PIN number on the back of the card.  Don't 
give it to them.  Instead, tell them you'll call VISA or Master Card directly for 
verification of their conversation.   
 The real VISA will never ask for anything on the card, as they already know the 
information, since they issued the card!    
 
         Howard Kliger 

 

Meet Your Neighbor 
 This issue's subject for our Meet Your Neighbor feature is Mrs. Maryanne Yurko. 
She has been with us at Canal Walk for 12 years, arriving in 2005. At that time, much of 
the development had yet to be built and the Club House was barely completed. Like 
many of us, she signed a contract for a house to be built, having made her selection based 
on the models. 
 
 She came here from North Plainfield, as in so many such cases, having decided to 
downsize after her two children were grown and had flown the nest. Although she had 
largely raised her daughter and son in North Plainfield, she lived in a number of 
interesting places in the course of her life. She was born in Plainfield but, when she was 
three, her parents moved with her to a house they bought in North Plainfield. It was there 
that she went through school, including North Plainfield High School. She remembers the 
general area as relatively undeveloped compared to the present time. For example, a 
number of the towns nearby didn't even have their own high schools, so that North 
Plainfield High served as a sort of regional school. 
 She continued to live in North Plainfield even after graduating from school and 
marrying. She and her husband bought a house in that town and began to raise a family. 
Maryanne, who is a decided extrovert and a very active person, became a den mother for 
her son's Cub Scout troop. 
 Then, the first of a couple of career changes occurred for her husband, and the family 
moved to Trumbull, Connecticut. Maryanne felt that New England had a distinctive 
character of its own, and she enjoyed the seven years she shared with her family there. 
She joined The Welcome Wagon and, with other women members, began meeting, 
sewing and creating Raggedy Ann and Raggedy Andy dolls. They sold the dolls and 
donated the proceeds to a charity helping mentally handicapped children. The dolls 
became quite popular, and the women eventually had difficulty meeting the demand for 
them. She also served as a Girl Scout leader for her daughter's troop in Connecticut. 
 After their stay in the Nutmeg State, the family moved to the relatively exotic 
location of San Bernardino, in Southern California. The family had a home there, up the 
side of a mountain and not far from the recreational and skiing area of Big Bear Lake and 
the peaks surrounding it. Marianne remembers the children loving being there where they 
could go up in the mountains and ski, then return home to sit around the pool, one of the 
distinct features of Southern California. She took up skiing herself and enjoyed it. They 
lived in California for six years. Then, Maryanne and the children moved back to New 
Jersey, to North Plainfield, the place she knew best. 



 In New Jersey, Maryanne attended business school and began working full time 
outside of the home. She got a job with Paul Mitchell Systems, a hair care products 
company and, on weekends, she sold fabrics at the Englishtown Flea Market. 
 Eventually, her son and daughter went to college, he at NJIT and she at Ithaca 
College. They are both married now with children of their own and live in New Jersey, 
not far away. Maryanne enjoys the time she can spend with her four grandchildren, two 
boys and two girls. Her older grandson, Carson DiOrio, is attending Virginia Tech 
University, where he recently made the Dean’s List. At the urging of her children, she 
sold her North Plainfield house and moved among us, where she is happy to reside and 
has many friends. She's quite skilled at sewing and created all the window treatments in 
her CW home. She's a member of the Italian American Club and the Travel Club. At one 
time she enjoyed playing golf, but her back hasn't cooperated the last few years. 
 She has traveled extensively with friends, once enjoying a ten day cruise in the 
Mediterranean, beginning in Barcelona and making numerous stops in France and Italy. 
She's also toured Ireland and taken other enjoyable cruises. She’s looking forward to her 
60th High School Reunion which she is helping or organize.With all of her interests, her 
family and her friends, Maryanne has a busy, rewarding life here at Canal Walk. 
 
 
        By: Frank Catalina 

 

 
Staying Healthy 
 April Fools’ Day, 2017 
 Every article you read about brain health states that, “If you don’t use it, you lose it!”  
OK…with that in mind, here’s some really great mind bending riddles.  See how well 
you do…no cheating!!! 
 

1. Johnny’s mother had three children.  The first child was named 
April.  The second child was named May.  What was the third 
child’s name? 

2.  If you were running a race, and you passed the person in second 
place, what place would you be in now? 

3.  There is a clerk at the butcher shop who is five feet ten inches tall 
and wears size 13 sneakers.  What does he weigh? 

4.  Before Mt. Everest was discovered, what was the highest 
mountain in the world? 

5. Billy was born on December 28th, yet his birthday is always in the 
summer.  How is this possible? 

6. In California, you cannot take a picture of a man with a wooden 
leg.  Why not? 

 
7. If a farmer has 5 haystacks in one field and 4 haystacks in the 

other field, how many haystacks would he have if he combined 
them all in a third field? 

OK…now try this: 



 See if you can figure out what these seven words have in common, and the answer is 
NOT that they all have at least two double letters.    This one is really difficult and for 
those of you who get it right, you deserve a commendation. 
      Banana 
      Dresser 
      Grammar 
      Potato 
      Revive 
      Uneven 
      Assess 
 
 Last, but not least, what’s your intelligence score?  Read the following sentence. 
 
   FEWER FURNITURE FAILURES ARE THE RESULT OF YEARS  
   OF SCIENTIFIC STUDY COMBINED WITH THE EXPERIENCE  
   OF YEARS. 
 
 Now count the F’s in the above sentence ONLY ONCE!  Don’t go back and count 
them again. 
  There, all done!  Might you need a nap to rest your brain?   The answers to all are 
on the following   page.  See how you did and email me back (Pesnia2@yahoo.com).  
There’s a Cadillac Convertible at the dealership.  I didn’t say it’s yours, now did I? Enjoy 
your April Fools’ Day and keep that brain working. 
         Nina Pesce 

 
 
Answers to April Fools 
 

1.  Johnny, of course. 
2. You would be in 2nd place.  You passed the person in second place, not 

first. 
3. Meat – he was a butcher. 
4. Mt. Everest; it just wasn’t discovered yet. 
5. He was born in New Zealand. 
6. You need a camera to take a picture. 
7. One.  If he combines all of his haystacks, they all become one big one. 

 
 
 The answer to the seven words and what they have in common? 
In all of the words listed, if you take the first letter, place it at the end of the word, and 
then spell the word backwards, it will be the same word.   Clever, heh? 
 
The answer to how many F’s you found: 
 There are seven F’s in the sentence you read in the paragraph.  An average intelligent 
person recollects 4 of them.  If you spotted 5, you’re above average.  If you got 6, you 



can turn up your nose at anybody.  If you caught all 7, you’re a genius, and a lot too good 
to be wasting your time on foolishness like this! 
         Nina Pesce   
    
 

The Animal Corner 

 
PET FOODRECALLS. The J.M. Smucker Company has announced a limited voluntary 
recall on certain lots of 9LivesTM, EverPetTM, and Special KittyTM, canned cat food due 
to possible low levels of thiamine (Vitamin B1). The product is being recalled out of an 
abundance of caution. Cats fed diets low in thiamine for several weeks may be at risk for 
developing a thiamine deficiency. The affected product was distributed to a limited 
number of retail customers from December 20, 2016 through January 3, 2017. Click on 
the link for a full list of affected products: 
http://www.fda.gov/Safety/Recalls/ucm536477.htm.DEADLY DOG FOOD.Evanger's is 
voluntarily recalling some of its dog food after a drug that is used to anesthetize or put 
down pets was found in it.Pentobarbital was found in one lot of the dog food; five dogs 
got sick and one died, according to the Wheeling, Ill.-based company. The 12-ounce cans 
were manufactured June 6-13, 2016 and sold in stores and online, as reported in the 
Detroit Free Press. DOGCHOKING HAZARD: PetSmart has issued a voluntary recall 
of Great Choice Adult Dog Food® sold on PetSmart.com, Pet360.com and 
PetFoodDirect.com due to metal contamination that could potentially be a choking 
hazard to dogs.  Click on www.fda.gov/Safety/Recalls/ucm541182.htm. 

 WHAT PRICE WOULD YOU PAY TO KEEP FIDO AND FLUFFY 
HEALTHY?The sky's the limit, say America's veterinarians, who are providing the 



increasingly extensive and expensive services to meet the growing demand. And it's those 
sweet profits that have attracted candy maker Mars to the industry. The food giant 
recently acquired animal hospital chain VCA Inc., expanding its veterinary portfolio, 
which already includes Banfield Pet Hospital and BluePearl Veterinary Partners. Prior to 
Mars' acquisition, complaints had racked up online against individual Banfield hospitals, 
accusing them of upselling and poor care. NBC Nightly News recently did a comparison 
of an independent vet practice and a Banfield clinic inside a PetSmart. The independent 
vet suggested an annual exam plus several vaccines; including rabies, heartworm, and 
lepto for a total of $153, explained everything, gave price sheets and did not make the 
shopper feel obligated. The clinic inside PetSmart recommended a sign up for a $300 
yearly subscription program that includes vaccines, unlimited office visits, extra blood 
work and a 10-20% discount at Banfield services not included in the plan, and pushed for 
getting the vaccinations that day. The price for a spaying was higher at PetSmart: $435 
more than at the  local vet $380. However, Logan Jordan, an expert in veterinary 
management at Purdue University, explaining the price difference, said, "One reason they 
might be more expensive is they might have protocols in place to require more testing, 
and maybe even tests that would be too difficult for a smaller practice to perform." To 
make an informed decision, here are tips for selecting a vet. Pick a place in this order of 
criteria: recommendations from friends and family, online reviews, license searches on 
the state board website, and emergency services offered. Lastly, price. Make sure you're 
comparing the same kind of facilities. A vet’s office in operation for 35 years isn't the 
same as a new practice, which might offer more services and hours, but also cost more. 
Know that recurring "wellness plans" can be more expensive in the long run than as-
needed services. Weigh the costs and benefits. The key is doing your research ahead of 
time - before Fido and Fluffy needs care. Check out the entire online article at: 
www.nbcnews.com. 
 MORRISTOWN HOSPITAL USED LIVE DOGS FOR MEDICAL 
TRAINING. The Physicians Committee for Responsible Medicine, a Washington, D.C. 
based nonprofit, has taken out two train station ads and a billboard to draw attention to 
the Morristown Medical Center's use of live dogs for medical training.  
The hospital initially defended the use of dogs in a four-hour offsite training session as an 
essential way for its residency training program emergency medicine doctors to learn 
crucial skills.The surviving animals were euthanized. “Those skills cannot be learned 
through simulation or by using training devices,” said hospital spokeswoman Elaine 
Andrecovich. After a public outcry, the Medical Center said it would now use both 
simulators and cadavers in the training. Andrecovich said the training program had used 
four dogs annually. The physicians group said its research shows that 89 percent of 
emergency medicine programs now use only non-animal training methods, though the 
practice was once much more common. Most programs that continue to incorporate 
animals in their training use pigs. Compiled from The Star-Ledger. 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
April 1, 2017 at 2 P.M. – TURTLE BACK ZOO:ZOO BEHIND THE SCENES - 
GIRAFFE HOUSE 
• Includes a 45 minute behind the scenes tour; meet and greet the Giraffe Keeper; 
admission to the Zoo.  
Click on https://www.eventbrite.com/e/zoo-behind-the-scenes-giraffe-house-ticketsfor 



more info. 
 THE FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP ANIMAL SHELTER is always in need of dry 
dog/puppy/cat/kitten food and toys, clean/worn towels/blankets/sheets, paper 
towels/sponges, flea medications, Q-Tips, catnip and bleach, and of course, monetary 
donations are warmly welcomed. The outside donation bin is always available when the 
Shelter is closed. The Shelter is open: Tuesday – Friday, noon to 3 PM and Saturday 
noon - 6 PM, and is located at the Municipal Complex on Demott Lane, (732-873-2500, 
ext. 6255). If you cannot get to the Shelter, please contact me for help in getting your 
donated items to the Shelter at (732) 356-0023 or at bagelsandhoney@comcast.net. The 
Shelter appreciates Canal Walk residents’ consistent generous contributions and so do 
the animals.  Thank you for caring and sharing.   
        Judy Gottlieb 

         

 
Home Hints 
 We talk a lot about fire and smoke and carbon monoxide detectors and changing 
batteries when we change the clock, but let's not forget about changing fire extinguishers. 
Fire authorities say that if you have a fire extinguisher without a pressure gauge on the 
top near the nozzle then you should replace it when it is three to five years old. If it has a 
pressure gauge, then it is okay as long as the needle is in the middle area and doesn't say 
recharge or replace. 
   New fire extinguishers are available at Lowes or Home Depot and make sure that 
you get one that is rated for use in the home. Read the directions on how to use it 
properly, and ALWAYS CALL 911 if you have a fire, smell smoke, or think something 
is burning. 
 The Franklin Township Fire Marshalls Office told me that you can bring an old fire 
extinguisher to a local fire station and they will dispose of it properly.  
 In our single story home, I have one extinguisher in the kitchen and one in the 
garage, but if you live in a multi-story home, I would recommend one on each floor. You 
don't want to be running up and down the stairs in an emergency. 
          Jeff Shpiner 

 

 

The Poetry Corner 
 
Potpourri, Jokes, Food for Thought 
 

 Oldie, but worth a smile 
 
 An old blind cowboy strolls into a bar one day. Without knowing it, he has actually 
entered an all-girl biker bar by mistake. He wanders over to a bar stool and asks the 
bartender for a shot of Jack Daniels. He sits there for a while, then calls out to the 
bartender. “Hey, you wanna hear a blonde joke?” At that point the entire bar falls deadly 
silent. In a very deep, husky voice, the woman next to him says, “Before you tell that 



joke, cowboy, I think it is only fair, given that you are blind, that you should know five 
things: 1. The bartender is a blonde girl with a baseball bat. 2. The bouncer is a blonde 
girl with a club. 3. I’m a 6-foot tall, 175-pound blonde woman with a black belt in 
Karate. 4. The woman sitting next to me is blonde and a professional weight lifter. 5. The 
lady to your right is blonde and a professional wrestler. Now, think about it seriously, 
cowboy… Do you still wanna tell that blonde joke?” The blind cowboy thinks for a 
second, shakes his head and mutters, “No… Not if I’m gonna have to explain it five 
times.” 
       Submitted by Jay del Prado 

 

Good News and Bad News 
  
 A New York attorney representing a wealthy art collector called and asked to speak 
to his client, “Sam, I have some good news and, I have some bad news."  
   The art collector replied, “Well, Art, I've had an awful day; let's hear the good news 
first."  
   The lawyer said, “Well, I met with your wife today, and she informed me that she 
invested $5,000 in two pictures that she thinks will bring a minimum of $15-20 million 
and I think she could be right.”  
  Sam replied enthusiastically, “Well done! My wife is a brilliant businesswoman! 
You've just made my day. Now I know I can handle the bad news. What is it?"  
   The lawyer replied,  
  "The pictures are of you with your secretary."    
         Submitted by Frank Catalina 
  

In case you  need a laugh: 
 
  
 Remember it  takes a college degree to fly a plane, but only a high school diploma to 
 fix one; a reassurance to those of us who fly routinely in our  jobs.  
 After every flight, UPS pilots fill out a form, called a 'gripe sheet,' which tells 
mechanics about problems with the aircraft. The mechanics correct the problems, 
document their repairs on the form, and then pilots review the gripe sheets before the 
next flight. 
 Never let it be said that ground crews lack a sense of humor. Here are some actual 
maintenance complaints submitted by UPS pilots (marked with a P) and the solutions 
recorded (marked with an S) by maintenance engineers. 
 
By the way, UPS is the only major airline that has never, ever, had an accident. 
 
  

P:  Left inside main tire almost needs replacement. 
S:  Almost replaced left inside main tire. 
* 
P: Test flight OK,  except auto-land very rough. 
S:  Auto-land not installed on this aircraft. 
* 
P: Something loose  in cockpit. 



S:  Something tightened in cockpit. 
* 
P: Dead bugs on  windshield. 
S: Live bugs on back-order. 
* 
P: Autopilot in altitude-hold mode produces a 200-feet-per-minute descent. 
S:  Cannot reproduce problem on ground. 
* 
P: Evidence of  leak on right main landing gear. 
S: Evidence removed. 
* 
P: DME volume unbelievably loud. 
S: DME volume set to more believable level. 
* 
P: Friction locks cause throttle levers to stick. 
S: That's what friction locks are for. 
* 
P: IFF inoperative in OFF mode. 
S: IFF is always inoperative in OFF mode. 
* 
P: Suspected crack in windshield. 
S: Suspect you're right. 
* 
P: Number 3 engine  missing. 
S: Engine found on right wing after brief search. 
* 
P: Aircraft  handles funny. (I love this one!) 
S: Aircraft warned to straighten up, fly right and be serious. 
* 
P: Target radar hums. 
S: Reprogrammed target radar with lyrics. 
* 
P: Mouse in cockpit. 
S:  Cat installed. 
* 
And the best one  for last 
* 
P: Noise coming from under instrument panel.  Sounds like a midget pounding on 
something with a hammer. 
S:  Took hammer away from the midget. 
  

Submitted by Jeff Green 
  
 

 



 
 

Recipes 
  
COFFEE CAKE 
  
Ingredients: 
  
1/4 pound butter or margarine      2 cups flour 
1 cup sugar                                      1/4 teaspoon salt 
2 eggs, beaten lightly                       1 teaspoon baking powder 
1/2 pint sour cream                          1 teaspoon baking soda 
1 teaspoon vanilla 
  
Topping: 
  
1/2 cup chopped nuts 
1/4 cup sugar 
1 teaspoon cinnamon  
  
Directions: 
  Cream butter and sugar well.  Add eggs, sour cream and vanilla, beating until well 
blended.  Sift flour, baking powder, baking soda and salt together.  Butter tube pan and 
add half the batter.  Sprinkle 1/2 the nut mixture over the top.  Add rest of batter and 
sprinkle remaining nut mixture over top.  
  Bake 45 minutes in 350 degree oven.  
  
                                               Submitted by Sue Barnett 

 

STRAWBERRIES ROMANOFF 
  
Ingredients: 
  
1 quart strawberries 
1/2 cup powdered sugar 
1 cup chilled whipping cream 
1/4 cup orange flavored liqueur   
      or orange juice 
  
Directions: 
  
 Sprinkle strawberries with powdered sugar; stir gently.  Cover and refrigerate 2 
hours. 
  Just before serving, beat whipping cream in chilled bowl until stiff.  Stir in Liqueur 
gradually.  Fold in strawberries.   
  6 Servings 



                                   Submitted by Gail Epstein. 

 
Theatrical Reviews 
 Hidden Figures 
 It's still that time of year, close to the Academy Awards night, when many fine films 
are yet in the theater, some Oscar nominees and winners. Many were relatively unknown 
to us until the coverage they received during the awards week brought them to our 
attention. One of those, Hidden Figures, may not have been the most heavily promoted, 
and may not have had the grave, weighty themes of some of the most prominent, but it 
was one of the most entertaining, satisfying and, in these times of division, unifying of 
films. 
 Based on a true story, the movie brings us back to a time many of us remember 
vividly, the early 60's, when the U.S. was involved in a desperate race with the Soviet 
Union to place a man into orbit around the earth. In 1957 the USSR launched Sputnik I, 
followed shortly by Sputnik II, "manned" by the dog, Laila. The U.S. was surprised and 
countered by launching Explorer I in 1958, but the race was on to place a man in space. 
The Russians beat us again, by launching Yuri Gagarin, followed closely by our 
spaceman, Alan Shepard. The next thing to do was to place a man in orbit who could be 
returned safely home. To accomplish that would require truly prodigious feats of 
mathematical calculation. 
 That is the setting of the film, in time. In place, it occurs mostly in Hampton, 
Virginia, where the U.S. gathered the team to make human orbiting a reality. The story is 
an amazing one, not because the feats performed by the three women it portrays were so 
incredible (though they were), but because so much remained unknown about them until 
the book that inspired this picture was written. 
 At that point in time there were no electronic computers to speak of. One of the very 
first, massive computers is delivered to the center, but it plays little part in the work that 
had to be done because no one was sure they knew how to use it. All of the most critical 
mathematical calculations were done by a force of mostly young African-American 
women whose job description was listed as "computer" and who worked in a segregated 
building, separated from the Langley Research Center, where the white male technical 
staff worked. 
 Hidden Figures is about three of those women, each of whom was extremely 
talented in a distinct area. They were Dorothy Vaughn, (Octavia Spencer), Katherine 
Gobble (Taraji P. Henson), and Mary Jackson (Janelle Monee). Dorothy was an excellent 
administrator and organizer. Katherine was a mathematical genius, and Mary had the 
talent and aspiration for engineering. They are talented, dedicated and serious workers 
whose efforts, through most of the film, are simply taken for granted and not rewarded as 
are the efforts of most of the rest of the team, mostly white males. They are located in 
Virginia in the 1960's and suffer hardships that are largely unnoticed by their co-workers 
who are not hostile to them but thoughtless, used to segregation and all that means. When 
Katherine is asked to work in the building where everyone else is white, nobody notices 
that there is no rest room in the building she can use, requiring her to walk a half mile to 
another building where the "colored ladies room" is located. All three women are 
constantly confronted with low expectations, limiting their ability to advance their 
careers. I was shocked to learn that, even though segregated schools were ruled 



unconstitutional by the Supreme Court in 1954, the practice was still in effect in Virginia 
in 1961. Mary Jackson was required to go to court to get permission to attend evening 
classes of the University of Virginia in her town so she could study to become an 
engineer. 
 These women actually met the first astronauts, and one of the characters in the film 
is John Glenn, who was scheduled to be the first man in orbit. In the film he met and 
developed great confidence in Katherine, who became the leading mathematician 
providing the calculations that enabled Glenn to go into orbit and return safely. There's a 
great deal of tension created during that flight, with members of the team hoping and 
praying that their preparation and calculations were correct. Some of you may remember 
that there was a period on reentry when Glenn and the space center couldn't communicate 
while the heat of friction reached its highest point. This was well portrayed. 
 There are good actors in the movie, including Kevin Costner, who portrays the 
director of the project, Kirsten Dunst, a not too sympathetic female supervisor, and 
Maher Shala Ali, who won the Best Supporting Actor award for his role in the 2016 Best 
Picture, Moonlight. All performances were first rate. 
 The film was nominated for three Oscars, including Best Picture. Octavia Spencer, 
who was very good, won for Best Supporting Actress. The film was inspiring, humorous 
in part, and informative as well as very entertaining. It clearly was one of the best films 
of the year. 
 The film is rated PG 
 
          By: Frank Catalina 

 

WANTED: 
Reviews of all kinds are wanted from the residents of Canal Walk! Please send your 

submission withyour selection, your opinion of it, and any other information you feel is 

pertinent. Send to ecatalina2@verizon.net.    

 
Restaurant Reviews  

SAHARA RESTAURANT 

1325 US-206 #9, Skillman, NJ 08558 

Montgomery Shopping Center 

(609) 921-8336 

       A group of friends – Rose, Marion, Carol and I - recently stopped for lunch in nearby 
Skillman – about a 10 minute drive south on Route 206.  We had heard about Sahara and 
were eager to try out the cuisine there. The restaurant is situated in the Montgomery 
Shopping Center that is also host to the Montgomery Theatre, Tuesday Morning Home 
Store and ShopRite, and has plenty of parking. The restaurant features a range of Middle 
Eastern dishes served in a casual eatery format decorated with ethnic artifacts.  It was 
recently redecorated and looks wonderful - sort of like a tent in the desert. The very 



friendly owner – Tarik, brought us to a comfortable booth and graciously explained the 
ingredients of the extensive menu as some of the selections were unknown to us. The 
meal was served promptly and elicited the following comments. 

       Rose said that: “The chicken and rice dish (cooked chicken, brown rice, pine nuts 
and spices, $14) was delicious.  Tarik brought spicy harrisa (tomato and onion) and tahini 
(sesame) sauces to add but the dish was very flavorful even without them. It was a good 
portion that allowed for leftovers for dinner!”  

       Marion noted: “This was a lovely lunch with the ladies in one of the best Middle 

Eastern restaurants in the area.  It has a nice atmosphere, great service and quiet so we 
could hear our own lively conversation. I had the chicken with barley soup ($1) and the 
Vegetarian Specialty Platter ($12) with hummus, grape leaves, tabbouleh (parsley/tomato 
salad) and mujjadra (lentils with rice). Delicious!” 

       Carol said: “I enjoyed a delicious lunch with good friends at the Sahara 

Restaurant in Skillman.  The restaurant is beautifully decorated with Middle Eastern 
fabrics and treasures!  They have a very extensive menu of Middle Eastern dishes.  I had 
a Vegetarian Specialty Combination Platter ($12) for which you can choose four items.  I 
chose hummus, falafel, grape leaves and mujjadra (lentils with rice). The portions are 
huge!” 

       I chose Salata Na’Meh ($8) – a traditional salad of fine chopped cucumbers and 
tomatoes, parsley, mint mixed with tahini dressing and was overwhelmed by how 
flavorful and fresh the ingredients were. A dressing of olive oil and lemon or a 
homemade spicy dressing, was also offered.  Warm and lightly toasted pita came with the 
dish. The very filling salad was first rate. 

       Tarik enticed us with fresh from the oven Baklava (layers of phyllo dough filled with 
nuts and sweetened with rose water, $3) that his mother had just baked and the group 
indulged on the shared large slices of pistachio and chocolate walnut pastry. 

       All in all, the service was congenial and prompt but never intrusive.  The portions are 
very large and take home containers were quickly brought to the table for a next day 
meal. This is a BYOB place, which keeps the cost down. Sahara checks off all the boxes 
of ambiance, cleanliness, presentation, taste, and service. The next time you’re in the 
mood for a movie and lovely meal, check out this little gem so close to home. 

       Rose Cofone, Marion Yudow, Carol Feinberg and Judy Gottlieb 

SAHARA RESTAURANT 

1325 US-206 #9, Skillman, NJ 08558 



Montgomery Shopping Center 

(609) 921-8336 

       A group of friends – Rose, Marion, Carol and I - recently stopped for lunch in nearby 
Skillman – about a 10 minute drive south on Route 206.  We had heard about Sahara and 
were eager to try out the cuisine there. The restaurant is situated in the Montgomery 
Shopping Center that is also host to the Montgomery Theatre, Tuesday Morning Home 
Store and ShopRite, and has plenty of parking. The restaurant features a range of Middle 
Eastern dishes served in a casual eatery format decorated with ethnic artifacts.  It was 
recently redecorated and looks wonderful - sort of like a tent in the desert. The very 
friendly owner – Tarik, brought us to a comfortable booth and graciously explained the 
ingredients of the extensive menu as some of the selections were unknown to us. The 
meal was served promptly and elicited the following comments. 

       Rose said that: “The chicken and rice dish (cooked chicken, brown rice, pine nuts 
and spices, $14) was delicious.  Tarik brought spicy harrisa (tomato and onion) and tahini 
(sesame) sauces to add but the dish was very flavorful even without them. It was a good 
portion that allowed for leftovers for dinner!”  

       Marion noted: “This was a lovely lunch with the ladies in one of the best Middle 

Eastern restaurants in the area.  It has a nice atmosphere, great service and quiet so we 
could hear our own lively conversation. I had the chicken with barley soup ($1) and the 
Vegetarian Specialty Platter ($12) with hummus, grape leaves, tabbouleh (parsley/tomato 
salad) and mujjadra (lentils with rice). Delicious!” 

       Carol said: “I enjoyed a delicious lunch with good friends at the Sahara 

Restaurant in Skillman.  The restaurant is beautifully decorated with Middle Eastern 
fabrics and treasures!  They have a very extensive menu of Middle Eastern dishes.  I had 
a Vegetarian Specialty Combination Platter ($12) for which you can choose four items.  I 
chose hummus, falafel, grape leaves and mujjadra (lentils with rice). The portions are 
huge!” 

       I chose Salata Na’Meh ($8) – a traditional salad of fine chopped cucumbers and 
tomatoes, parsley, mint mixed with tahini dressing and was overwhelmed by how 
flavorful and fresh the ingredients were. A dressing of olive oil and lemon or a 
homemade spicy dressing, was also offered.  Warm and lightly toasted pita came with the 
dish. The very filling salad was first rate. 

       Tarik enticed us with fresh from the oven Baklava (layers of phyllo dough filled with 
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      We so enjoy sharing restaurant reviews with our Canal Walk community.  Most of us 

enjoy reading them and getting to learn about some new and interesting restaurants to 

explore. However, we have been getting very few reviews lately, and we are hoping to stir 

up some interest amongst our readers to take a little time out and send us a review of a 

restaurant you have recently enjoyed.  Just give us the name, location and phone number 

of the restaurant and delight us with some of your favorite entrees along with some 

prices.  It doesn't have to be long.  So, hurry to your computers and become a restaurant 

reviewer.  Please send them to ecatalina2@verizon.net. 

 

          Ellen Catalina 

 



 
   Colonial Park by Angela Johns 
 
What's Happening 
NEW JERSEY STATE THEATRE 
15 Livingston Avenue, New Brunswick – (732) 246-7469 
 Apr 1                    8 PM             Southside Johnny & the Asbury Dukes 
Apr 3             10:30 AM             Sleeping Beauty – Moscow Festival Ballet 
Apr 4                    8 PM              Hypnotic Brass Ensemble 
Apr 5               7:30 PM              Shadlin Warriors – The Legend Continues 
Apr 6                    8 PM              Engelbert Humperdinck: The 50th Anniversary Tour…. 
                                                    The Legend Continues 
Apr 8                    8 PM              Ravel’s “Bolero” – New Jersey Symphony Orchestra, 
                                                    Xian Zhang, Conductor 



Apr 9 &         1 & 4 PM              Popovich Comedy Pet Theatre 
Apr 10          10:30 AM          
Apr 14 – 16                                 Sesame Street Live – Make a Friend 
(Fri 10:30 AM & 6:30 PM; Sat 10:30 AM, 1 & 5:30 PM; Sun 2 PM) 
Apr 21                 8 PM               Black Grace – Neil Jeremia, Choreographer 
Apr 22                 8 PM               Home Free 
Apr 23                 3 PM               Ella & Louis with the New Jersey Symphony Orchestra 
– 
                                                    Lee Musiker, Conductor 
Apr 29                 7 PM               Spring Sixties Spectacular 
Apr 30          2 & 5 PM              Erth’s Dinosaur Zoo Live                                                                    
 
HUNTERDON HILLS PLAYHOUSE (Dinner Show) 
88 Route 173 West, Hampton – (800) 447-7313 
Mar 14 – May 24                       Born Yesterday   
(Matinees: Mon – Sat 11:30 AM & Sun 2:30 PM; Sat Evening 6:30 PM)    
 
VILLAGERS THEATRE 
415 DeMott Lane, Somerset – (732) 873-2710 
Mar 31 – Jun 30                             New Playwright Series    
(Fri & Sat 8 PM & Sun 2 PM) 
 
GEORGE STREET PLAYHOUSE 
9 Livingston Avenue, New Brunswick – (732) 246-7717 
Mar 21 – Apr 9                             Bad Jews                                       
(Fri & Sat 8 PM; Sun 3 PM)   
 
CIRCLE PLAYERS 
416 Victoria Avenue, Piscataway – (732) 968-7555 
Mar 17 – Apr 2                            Next to Normal   
(Fri & Sat 8 PM; Sun 3 PM) 
 
 
 
 
PAPER MILL PLAYHOUSE 
Brookside Drive, Milburn – (973) 376-4343  
Mar 29 – Apr 23                           Million Dollar Quartet 
(Check for various Days and Times)   
 
RARITAN VALLEY COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
State Route 28 & Lamington Road, North Branch – (908) 725-3420 
Apr 2                  3 PM                 Golden Dragon Acrobats 
Apr 8                  8 PM                 Broadway’s Next Hit Musical 
Apr 29                8 PM                 Taylor, Chapin & EVA        
 



 
MASON GROSS SCHOOL OF PERFORMING ARTS 
85 George Street, New Brunswick – (732) 932-7511 
Nicholas Music Center 
Apr 11                       1 PM             Student Recital – Joseph Pagani, harp 
Apr 15                 7:30 PM              Brass Bash 
Apr 17                 7:30 PM              Rutgers Jazz Ensemble Blast 
Apr 19                 7:30 PM              Rutgers Concert Band 
Apr 21                 7:30 PM              Rutgers Percussion Ensemble and Rutgers Voorhees 
                                                        Choir 
Apr 22                      5 PM              Rutgers Sinfonia 
Apr 24                 7:30 PM              Rutgers Jazz Ensemble – A Tribute to Paul Chambers 
 Apr 26                 7:30 PM             Rutgers Symphony Band 
Apr 27                 7:30 PM              Rutgers Symphonic Winds In Memoriam – A Salute  
                                                        to Karel Husa 
Apr 28                 7:30 PM              Rutgers Wind Ensemble – The Color of Wind 
Apr 30                      2 PM              Rutgers Brass Ensemble  
Apr 30                 7:30 PM              Opera at Rutgers – John Blows “Venus and Adonis” 
 
Philip J. Levin Theater 
Apr 22 – 30          7:30 PM             Julius Caesar 
Apr 21 – 30          7:30 PM            As You Like It 
(Check for Specific Dates)          
Schare Recital Hall 
 Apr 1                        3 PM              Student Recital – Sabrina van Vliet, violin 
Apr 3                    7:30 PM              Faculty Recital – Jonathan Spitz, cello & Min Kwon, 
                                                         Piano 
Apr 7                    7:30 PM              Split the Lark New Music Ensemble 
Apr 8                         5 PM              Student Recital – Shreya Choudhury. Violin 
Apr 14                  1:30 PM              Afro-Cuban Ensemble  
Apr 20                       4 PM              Master Class: Violin – with Catherine Cho 
Apr 23                  7:30 PM               Sounds of Chamber Music 
Apr 26                       4 PM               Student Recital: Michael Maronich, piano                         
Richard H. Shindell Choral Hall 
Apr 2                        2 PM              Woodwind Extravaganza  
Apr 22                      2 PM               Rutgers Chamber Jazz Ensemble 
Apr 23                 7:30 PM               Rutgers Chamber Jazz Ensemble 
Apr 30                      5 PM               Rutgers Chamber Jazz Ensemble 
Voorhees Chapel 
Apr 23                       2 PM              Voorhees Choir 
Apr 25                 7:30 PM               Rutgers Baroque Players – A Concert or Combat? – 
                                                         Concertos on Period Instruments     
McCARTER THEATRE CENTER 
91 University Place, Princeton – (609) 258-6500 
Matthew Theatre 
Mar 14 – Apr 2                            Murder on the Orient Express 



(Tue – Thu 7:30 PM, Fri & Sat 8 PM; Matinees: Sat 3 PM & Sun 2 PM)
Apr 5                   7:30 PM            David Sedaris
Apr 6                   7:30 PM            Anoushka Shankar
Apr 7                        8 PM            
Apr 21 & 2               8 PM            Pride and Prejudice
Apr 28                      8 PM            Noche Flamenco
Apr 29      11 AM & 3 PM           Laurie Berkner  
Berlind Theatre 
Apr 1                 2 & 8 PM          
Apr 14 - 22              8 PM            University Into the Woods   
Apr 24                7:30 PM            Derek Hughes Standup Magician
Apr 28                7:30 PM            LIASONS: Reimagining Sondheim    
 
SOMERSET VALLEY PLAYHOUSE
689 Amwell Road (Route 514), Hillsborough 
Apr 28 – May 14                          Breakfast at Tiffany’s   
(Fri & Sat 8 PM; Sun 2 PM) 
 
BUCKS COUNTY PLAYHOUSE
70 South Main Street, New Hope, PA 
Mar 23 – April 9                           My Son the Waiter 
(Thu 2 PM & 7:30 PM; Fri 8 PM; Sat 2 & 8 PM; Sun 2 PM)
Apr 14 & 15            8 PM             Bucks County Comedy 
Apr 22                     8 PM             Oscar 
 
 
PLAINFIELD SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
Crescent Avenue Presbyterian Church, Plainfield
 
 
     
 
 
Bumper Stickers 

Thu 7:30 PM, Fri & Sat 8 PM; Matinees: Sat 3 PM & Sun 2 PM) 
Apr 5                   7:30 PM            David Sedaris 
Apr 6                   7:30 PM            Anoushka Shankar 

          Graeme of Thrones 
Apr 21 & 2               8 PM            Pride and Prejudice 
Apr 28                      8 PM            Noche Flamenco 
Apr 29      11 AM & 3 PM           Laurie Berkner   

Apr 1                 2 & 8 PM           (Syn)thesis Cance Concert 
22              8 PM            University Into the Woods    

Apr 24                7:30 PM            Derek Hughes Standup Magician 
Apr 28                7:30 PM            LIASONS: Reimagining Sondheim     

LEY PLAYHOUSE 
689 Amwell Road (Route 514), Hillsborough – (908)369-7469 

May 14                          Breakfast at Tiffany’s    
 

BUCKS COUNTY PLAYHOUSE 
70 South Main Street, New Hope, PA – (215) 862-2121 

9                           My Son the Waiter – A Jewish Tragedy 
(Thu 2 PM & 7:30 PM; Fri 8 PM; Sat 2 & 8 PM; Sun 2 PM) 
Apr 14 & 15            8 PM             Bucks County Comedy – Headliner: Tina Giorgi
Apr 22                     8 PM             Oscar Hammerstein Festival 

PLAINFIELD SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
Crescent Avenue Presbyterian Church, Plainfield- (908) 561-5140 

  Compiled by Ronnie Bayer 

 

Headliner: Tina Giorgi 


