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Dear Resident,  

The Canal Walk Board of Directors has developed this new form of communication that is 

designed to keep the community informed on a more frequent basis. It is envisioned that we will 

be issuing a Community Update about once per month, or as needed, to supplement the 

information provided in the Newsletter. The Director's Newsletter article must be prepared 

almost a month before publication and consequently may be a bit late in delivering news. This 

Community Update will be distributed electronically to provide you with information in a more 

timely fashion. 

TRANSITION 

As was announced earlier this month via a One Call phone message, the Board of Directors and 

the Builder have signed a Transition Settlement Agreement. We expect to receive $1,950,000 in 

the next few weeks. When you add this to the $60,000 that we had previously received from the 

Builder for repaving the Clubhouse parking lot in 2015, the total comes to just over $2,000,000. 

These funds will be used to benefit the community in many ways. We will fully recoup the 

money already spent for the Clubhouse and bike path repairs and will have a one-month 

maintenance fee holiday next year (exact month to be announced). Further details will be 

communicated at a community meeting after we have consulted with our attorney, accountant 

and investment advisor about allocating and investing these funds. 

COMMUNITY HONORS 

The Board was recently notified by the Community Associations Institute (CAI) that Canal Walk 

will be one of the featured New Jersey communities in the January issue of Community Trends 

magazine. CAI is an international membership organization that provides networking 

opportunities, educational programs and legislative advocacy to community associations.  

This honor follows the news received last month that Canal Walk was named the 2016 Best 

Adult Community in Somerset County by the Courier News. 

COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENTS AND REPAIRS 

 The repair and paving of the bike path on the outside perimeter of the community (e.g., 

along Mettlers Road and Schoolhouse Road) and within the community (e.g., along 

Canal Walk Boulevard and Freedom Lane) has been completed. This work improves the 

appearance of the bike path and eliminates the cracks and tripping hazards that had 

developed, thereby minimizing liability concerns. 



 Spooky Brook is continuing to replace dead or missing trees in common areas throughout 

the community. 

 Ceiling fans will be installed in both fitness rooms to improve air circulation and comfort. 

 A new TV was purchased for the large fitness room to replace one that was defective.  

 Additional pool furniture for both Clubhouses is being ordered next week to take 

advantage of off-season pricing. 

 A Knox Box was installed at the Freedom Clubhouse where keys for the building are 

kept for the fire department.  

 Renda Roads is in the process of making repairs to street cracks as weather permits. 

CLUBHOUSE HOLIDAY DECORATIONS 

To maintain a sense of fairness and equity, the Board passed the following rules for display 

of religious symbols during the holidays:   

 The Women's Club is responsible for decorating for the holiday season. This has been 

true since the beginning of Canal Walk.  

 All religions may be represented with two religious symbols (tasteful displays) in the 

Main Clubhouse. These symbols may only be displayed as follows: one in the front foyer 

on either side of the entrance and one in the Ballroom. They may not exceed 28 inches in 

height.   

 All religions may be represented with one religious symbol (tasteful displays) in 

the Freedom Clubhouse. They may only be displayed in the foyer and may not exceed 28 

inches in height.  

 All clubs may add an additional symbol on the day of their Holiday Party on the table in 

the foyer immediately outside of the Ballroom.  

 Any exceptions are subject to the approval of the Board of Directors and must be 

addressed in writing in a timely fashion. 

Trees are Holiday Trees and do not apply.   

MANAGEMENT 

 Management is beginning to obtain quotes for needed repairs and potential community 

improvements now that Transition is settled. 

 Management met with LMS to discuss preparations for snow removal. There were also 

discussions about repairing mailboxes damaged by snow plows in a timely manner. Snow 

removal equipment is on-site and the first shipment of salt/sand was received. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 The Board has begun consulting with our attorney, accountant and investment advisor 

about allocating and investing the Transition settlement funds. 

IN CLOSING 



In addition to distribution via email, copies of this Community Update will also be available in 

the Clubhouse lobby and will be posted on the Canal Walk website (www.canalwalkhoa.com) 

under the “Information” tab on the home page. If you have not provided your email address to 

the Management Office, please do, so that you can receive this timely information.  

If you do not wish to receive the Community Update electronically, you may opt-out of this 

service by clicking on the link at the bottom of this page or by sending an email to 

tmerklinger@askaa.com (put “Opt-Out” in the subject line).   

Note: Please do not reply directly to this email. If you have any questions regarding its content, 

contact a member of the Board of Directors or the Management Team. 

 

Jim Lyttle                          Bob Rossomando                          Nick Iorio                          Bernie Worst 


