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From the Board of Directors 
 
 As the trees go bare and the temperature gets colder, we are reminded that Thanksgiving 
is just around the corner. It is the time to enjoy family, food and football! Happy Thanksgiving to 
all from the Board. 
FINANCES LOOKING GOOD – 2015 MAINTENANCE FEES REMAIN UNCHANGED  
 We are in a strong financial position. Our operating income and expenses are running 
somewhat below budget and are in balance. Barring the unforeseen, we are projecting a modest 
surplus for year-end. Equally important, the Board is happy to announce that there will not be an 
increase in the maintenance fee for 2015. This is due in large part to favorable long-term 
contracts that were negotiated over the past two years and the extra income that comes with each 
new house and condo unit that is completed. 
 For those of you who were unable to attend the open community meeting in September, 
the following is an update of our investment accounts as of October 1st:  

� The Reserves Account has a balance of $3,790,000. These funds are for long term needs, 
such as replacing the roof on the Clubhouse. 
 

� The Membership Account has a balance of $463,000. These funds can be used for a 
number of different items, such as transition expenses. 
 

� The Emergency/Contingency Account has a balance of $154,000. As the name implies, 
these funds can be used for unanticipated expenses, such as unusually high snow removal 
costs.  

TRANSITION 
 Negotiations have been ongoing with the Builder regarding Stage 1 deficiencies noted by 
FWH, our engineering consultant. You may have noticed that the Builder’s contractor has been 
busy repairing concrete sidewalks and driveway aprons throughout the community since 
September. The Board considered this to be a high priority item since some of the sidewalks 
were tripping hazards that we felt had to be addressed this year.  
 Another priority is repaving the Clubhouse parking lot, which has prematurely 
deteriorated, and adding more handicapped parking. We are working with the Builder to 
complete this project before winter sets in, if at all possible.  
 Lastly, we have conducted additional invasive testing of the outer walls in the Clubhouse 
to better determine the degree of the damage to the underlying wood caused by construction 
deficiencies in the stucco and stone veneer. A remediation plan based on the findings will be 
developed and implemented next year.         
ANNUAL MEETING AND ELECTION 



 The Annual Meeting will be held on November 20th at 7:00 PM in the Clubhouse 
Ballroom. At the conclusion of regular business, an election will be held for two positions on the 
Board of Directors. The candidates are Jim Lyttle, Bob Rossomando and Frank Spataro. Their 
profiles were published in last month’s Newsletter and are posted in the Clubhouse Lobby. 
Those unable to attend the meeting can vote by proxy as explained in the packet that was mailed 
to all homeowners in late August. Proxy forms and instructions may also be obtained in the 
Management Office. All residents in good standing are encouraged to vote.   
RESERVE NORTH AND NEW SECTION 
 Approximately two-thirds of the 56 homes in Reserve North have been sold. While some 
will be closing this year, most are expected to close in 2015. In addition, the Builder is 
progressing towards obtaining the necessary approvals to construct 63 new homes at the 
intersection of Mettlers and Schoolhouse Roads. Once approved, the CWHOA will receive an 
additional $6,300/month in derived benefit payments from the Builder until the homes are sold. 
This will be in addition to the approximately $15,000/month we are currently receiving in 
derived benefit payments for other unsold units, the basis of which was negotiated by the Board 
last year.  
 For over two years we have been discussing the use of the parcel of land on which the 63 
new homes will be built. Originally, there were discussions for 120 additional condo units which 
would be part of the Enclave. While the Board strongly prefers the 63 home option as the best 
for Canal Walk, we have been expressing our objections to the traffic flow near the gatehouse. 
The Builder has agreed to have a traffic expert examine the options and we are hopeful that the 
Builder and Franklin Township will reach a solution. 
ITEMS OF NOTE 

� The Indo-American Club of Canal Walk has been established with the purpose of 
engaging in cultural and educational activities that promote good fellowship, cooperation 
and awareness among its members and the Canal Walk community. The primary goal of 
the club is to help Indian Americans preserve the values of their heritage by offering 
various programs to all participants. Membership is open to all residents of Canal Walk. 
Those interested in joining should pick up a flyer in the Clubhouse. The Club will be 
meeting on the second Tuesday of the month at 7:00 PM in the Ballroom. 

� The New Jersey chapter of the Community Associations Institute (CAI-NJ) is sponsoring 
a conference and expo on November 8th at the Garden State Exhibit Center in Somerset. 
CAI-NJ is a non-profit organization that is dedicated to enhancing the quality of 
community association living through education, legislative advocacy and professional 
development. There will be seminars to attend and exhibits to visit with breakfast and 
lunch included. An attendee registration form and coupon is included elsewhere in this 
Newsletter. Additional information can be found at www.cainj.org. 

� The Management Office staff has been busy working on a New Year’s Eve party that 
promises to be memorable. See the flyer in the Clubhouse for more details.  

� Just a reminder as colder weather moves in … the Clubhouse can be entered via the side 
ramp near the parking lot. As with the front door, your key fob is needed for access. 

� Sorry to close on a very somber note, but the Board feels that it is important to mention 
that there have been two fatal accidents on Weston Road in the past few months, one of 
which involved a resident. The road is narrow and has a sharp turn near the Canal, so 
whether on-site or off-site, all are urged to drive with caution for their own protection and 
the protection of others. Be safe, and enjoy the upcoming holiday season.  



 

               Jim Lyttle, Bob Rossomando, Nick Iorio, Bernie Worst 

 
Canal Walk Reservation Policy 

• Sign-ups are required for most events at Canal Walk (unless otherwise stated). 

• Each community sponsored event requires sign-ups and prepayment with check payable 
to C.W.H.O.A.A.F. 

• Residents at Canal Walk will have first opportunity to reserve a space for an event. 

• Events will be open to guests providing that the event has not been sold out.  Notice will 
be given when the event is open to guests. 

• As always, each event is first come, first served. 
Canal Walk Refund Policy 
 
Refunds will ONLY be given under the following circumstances: 

• The resident is hospitalized. 

• There is a death in the immediate family. 

• Canal Walk Activities Director finds it possible to resell the ticket or bus seat. 

• The event is cancelled by Canal Walk. 
 

From the Enclave Board 
 It is hard to believe that we are almost at Thanksgiving again – the signs are all around us 
with pumpkins and bare trees after their lovely fall foliage. 
 We thank everybody who came to the community meeting to review the Emergency Plan 
and hope that by now you have had an opportunity to review it for yourselves.  It is a very 
important document and should be kept handy.  
 We would like to remind you that when you have contractors in to do work in your unit, 
it is important that you arrange for all the debris to be removed after work is completed.  Also, it 
is important you ensure that whoever does the work has the appropriate insurance in case any 
damage is done to any walls or sheetrock which might adversely affect your neighbor or a 
common area.  You might even want to let them know that you are having work done so that any 
unavoidable noise does not come as a shock, and they are aware it is only temporary. 
 The cancellation of the Verizon FIOS upgrade bears explanation to all homeowners. 
Following the scheduling of the work, Andy Tendler asked to have another meeting with 
Verizon and their contractor MASTEC. Verizon indicated that they had some equipment 
remaining in inventory and could sustain the Enclave for some period, although it is not possible 
to know for how long, since it is dependent on breakdowns in existing equipment anywhere it 
may be installed. Verizon also indicated that digital technology is being researched at this time. 
Given these circumstances, Andy made the decision to cancel the upgrade. If any 
change/upgrade is required in the future, all homeowners will again be notified.  
 We would just like to ask everyone in the community to be familiar with the Rules and 
Regulations, particularly regarding property modifications. We are hearing about some confusion 
among our townhouse owners versus the Canal Walk townhouses. You need to remember that 
you are a condominium and not a fee simple property owner. The exterior of the townhouses and 
all surrounding property is “common,” and any change you desire to make must be submitted to 
the Covenants Committee on a PMR form, which are available in the Clubhouse.  



 We have prepared the common areas for winter i.e. resetting thermostats, changing filters 
etc., have you? Don’t forget to change your batteries in the smoke detectors! 
 Mark your calendar if you have not done so already for the Canal Walk Election on 
November 20th at 7PM in the Clubhouse Ballroom. 
IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS: 
ASSOCIATION ADVISORS   NON-EMERGENCY 732-294-8882 
        EMERGENCY  732-295-4617 
      Bernadette Lombardo and Brigid Brown 

 

Covenants Committee 
   Holy cow! As Phil Rizzuto used to say.  Not a lot to report.  PMRs are being handled 
rapidly, and questions are being answered, usually by personal comments and observations by 
members of the Committee.  
      What are we back to – those who run stop signs, especially on Canal Walk Blvd.  This is far 
and away the most dangerous area, as so many streets come into the Blvd.  The day is coming for 
an accident, and I do not want to be the one that says, "I told you so!"  But, I will.  If it says 
STOP, it means STOP.  For those having trouble reading, the signs are red with white letters; if 
color is not your thing, it is the eight sided signs you see at intersections. For you math folks, it is 
an octagon.  So if it says STOP, or it is RED, or it is an OCTAGON.  STOP!!!!!   
        Dave Lyttle 

 
Activities and Announcements 
                                        
GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 
 The developer of Canal Walk has submitted a site plan to the property on the corner of 
School House Road and Mettlers Road. The site plan conforms to the original approved density 
of 4.3 units per acre (vs. the Township ordinance of 3.8 units per acre). According to the site 
drawing, the entrance and exit to the proposed house units is the construction road onto Canal 
Walk Blvd., just before the Gate House which is a safety issue. The Township is aware of this 
safety issue and will ask the developer to address it at the hearing. The Planning Board hearing 
for the application is scheduled for Wednesday, November 5, 2014. There has been no formal 
notice of the meeting and is subject to change by the applicant or the Planning Board. The 
developer must publish in the newspaper and also send written notice of the Planning Board 
hearing to property owners within 200 feet of the property to be developed (this includes Canal 
Walk property owners within 200 feet). The Planning Board meetings are open to the public and 
anyone interested in the hearings may attend. 
 On Monday, November 17, 2014 at 7 PM, the School Board representatives will present 
information about the proposed $85 million referendum at a program hosted by the Renaissance 
at Raritan Valley. Residents of Canal Walk are invited to attend, and anyone interested in 
learning about the referendum will be able to sign on the form in the lobby of the Clubhouse. 
This is a must attend event, so signup. 
 By the time this Newsletter is published, the Township has introduced (on September 
23rd) and voted (on October 14th) an ordinance to make the intersection of Mettlers Road and 
Weston Road a 4 way stop. Thanks to Skip Krals efforts, the dangerous intersection is safer for 
the driving public.   
                                                                                                                      Jim Heffernan 



 
CLUBHOUSE ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE 
 The Clubhouse Activities Committee has done it again!  They put together a fantastic 
evening!    Friday, September 19th, a local band, Reunited, played and sang the oldies but 
goodies from the 50's and 60's.  We remembered how to do the stroll, the twist, and dance to 
rock and roll music.  The sub sandwiches, desserts, and soft drinks were very appropriate for this 
happening.  Excellent planning had the food put on each table to avoid those long lines. 
                One hundred and fifty Canal Walkers participated in the affair.  Sorry to those folks 
who were on the waiting list - the Ballroom can only accommodate that many when tables are 
needed. So please sign up early for upcoming events.   
                                                                                                                                                            

                                                      Joan Klimpl 
 
 
YOUNG AT HEART 
   The November meeting of the Young at Heart Club will be on Wednesday, November 
12th at 11 AM in the Arts and Crafts Room. 
              Plan on a little longer meeting as we will be playing a few games of Bingo for all the 
Bingo fans.  We will also be giving final details about our Jitney trip to Delicious Orchards on 
November 19th. Lots of Thanksgiving goodies just waiting for us. 
              Our Holiday Show trip to the Staaten in Staten Island is on December 1st. If you don't 
have your reservation yet, you will miss out on a wonderful full day of great food, entertainment 
and even dancing for those who love to "trip the light fantastic." 
  
          Joanne Polito 

          Jule Graham 

 
BOCCE 
 The Bocce Group held its end of the season Bocce Tournament on September 27. There 
were 32 players and 9 non-players at the Tournament. The winning team was Frank Zotti, Ann 
Burke, Fred LoSapio and Frank Geraci. The picture is of the winning team less one player. The 
players pictured are: left to right, Frank Zotti, Ann Burke and Fred LoSapio; not pictured is 
Frank Geraci.     
         Angelo Locicero 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The winning team less one player at the Bocce Tournament held on Sept 27 2014. The 
players pictured are from left to right--Frank Zotti , Ann Burke, and Fred LoSapio, not 
pictured is Frank Geraci. 
 
CANAL WALK WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

             As we are enjoying the beauty of this time of year – the changing leaves, the fall 
showers, the beauty in nature, we can also appreciate the beauty in God’s Word.  In the book of 
Joel in the Old Testament, the Bible says, “Be glad, people of Zion, rejoice in the LORD your 
God, for He has given you the autumn rains because He is faithful.”  

            We see the beauty as we “gather” together to study the Bible.  Our group is “growing” in 
numbers, and we are “harvesting” the knowledge of His Word as we “glean” from each other. 
Feel free to join us as we “reap” the benefits each Tuesday at 4:00 in the Club Room.   

                                                                                 Gail Tornquist  

BOWLING 
  For anyone who wasn't with us on September 8th, instead of stepping off on the right 
foot, we stepped off on the left foot for the second year in a row with our starting time for 
bowling.  Due to management's fault, there were no lanes available as promised to me during the 
summer.  They were full to capacity.  That is the reason why I took a vote that day to see what 
we wanted to do.  It was then decided to try bowling Mondays, but instead of 9:30, it would now 
be a 12 noon start.  I am sorry for any inconvenience this has caused to everyone. 
  
 We finally got started with our 2014/2015 season on September 15.  Our first 200 game 
went to Judy Mueller, who bowled a 221. 
  On September 22, we had more 200 games.  This time it was Al Mattern, who bowled a 
222 and Mike Palmieri, who bowled a 236 and a 221. 
  On September 29, we had three more people bowling 200 games.  Al Mattern had a 203; 
Mike Palmieri bowled a 202 and Al Anderson had a 204, followed by another 200 game; this 
time he had nine straight strikes in a row and finished off the game by bowling a 267.  Everyone 
was hoping to see a perfect score.You came so close.   
  Congratulations to all for such great scores. 
  Just as a reminder to everyone, there will be no bowling on the following 
Mondays: October 13, 2014, Columbus Day; January 19, 2015, Martin Luther King Day; and 
February 16, 2015, Presidents Day.  Please mark your calendars accordingly. 
  We also need to welcome Helene Saladini and Aggie Palmieri to our bowling family.  
Hope you have fun bowling with us. 
                                                                                                                                                            
        Joanne Perzi 

 

TEXAS HOLD’EM 
 Our quarterly tournament was held in the Canal Walk Ballroom on Saturday Sept. 20th. 
Congratulation to the following winners: 



 1st. Lenny Noble, 2nd. Jack Dagnese, 3rd. Betty De Pinto, 4th. Charlie Minutillo, 5th. Gil 
Selvin 
 Our next Saturday Night Tournament will be held in the Ballroom on November 22, 
2014. Registration will begin at 6.00 PM, and food will be served 6.30 PM. 
  Our Thursday Night game will be held on November 13th. 
We welcome new players. Residents Only. 
       Carlos Melia 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AN EMAIL GOOGLE GROUP HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED 
 This is an email discussion group whereby we can share information, using our own 
group email address.  Currently, more than 350 residents are participating in the group.  It has 
proved to be an efficient method for sharing information pertinent to the community.  While 
having a Gmail email account is not required, it does allow group members to view and search 
past postings. 
The purpose of this group is:  

• To share and receive references or information about vendors, e.g., "I'm looking for 
someone to fix...;" "Does anyone know of a good dentist, dressmaker, plumber, etc." 

• To sell, purchase, or borrow items, e.g., "I have a ticket for.... and would like to sell it;" 
“Can anyone lend me a baby car seat for the weekend, etc.” 
The Group is: 

• NOT a public group (It is for Canal Walk residents only) 

• NOT for commercial or political purposes 

• NOT a vehicle for personal property issues/complaints 
 If you are not yet a member and would like to join the Canal Walk Google Group, send 
an email requesting membership to: canalwalk.group@gmail.com. 
 For more information or questions, please call Chickie Siegel (732-271-5266), Elaine 
Whelan (732-560-0140), or Evelyn Silverstein (732-650-8099). 
          Elaine Whelan 

 
Constitution Way Residents Celebrate Constitution Day! 
 Once again, neighbors from Constitution Way gathered together to celebrate 
“Constitution Day.”  We felt quite patriotic as we opened our festivities with singing “God Bless 
America” and waved our small American flags.  We continued our patriotism by testing our 
knowledge of our country through Jeopardy and the U.S. Constitution trivia.  This has become an 
annual rivalry, which sharpens our understanding of our great nation. 



  Most of all, we celebrated having each other as neighbors, sharing food, joys, and 
concerns for all.  The weather was perfect, the food was delicious, and the fellowship is 
priceless! 
       Gail Tornquist 

                                                                                                                                                     
ITCH'N' TO STITCH 
 Meetings are held every Thursday in the Craft Room from 1 to 3.  Bring your stitching 
projects, or come learn a new skill.  THERE WILL BE NO MEETING THURSDAY, 
NOVEMBER 27, THANKSGIVING DAY.  Have a great Holiday.  
       Gloria Sipos,  
  
TRIPS 
11/9/14:  New York Jets vs Pittsburgh Steelers – depart CW 10:30 AM returning around                     
     6:00 PM.  Limited seats available. 
11/14/14:  Chris Botti NJPAC depart CW 6 PM – Jitney 
11/15/14:  NJ Devils vs Avalanche depart CW 6:00 PM returning 11:00 PM - Prudential Center 
11/21/15:  Frozen Disney on Ice – Evening Performance Prudential Center depart CW 5:00 PM 
11/22/14:  Frozen Daytime Performance depart CW 9:00 AM 
12/2/14:    Michael McDonald (the Doobie Brothers) – This Christmas, an evening of holiday  
      and hits music. Departs CW at 6:00 PM - MPAC 
12/4/15:  Elf – Paper Mill Playhouse, departs CW 11:00 AM 
12/6/14:  Same as above 
12/12/14:  Cher- Rescheduled from 9/17/14 – Depart CW 6:00 PM going to Prudential Center 
      Christmas Concert is still being considered.  Details to follow. 
  
2015 Proposed Schedule: 
March 6th - Temptations & the Four Tops 
March 18th - Celtic Woman 
March 26th and 28th - The Hunchback of Notre Dame 
4/11/14 – Disney’s Beauty and the Beast (Special Matinee show for Children) 
May 7th – Pink Martini 

May 28th – Ever After 

 Additional Broadway shows will be added, as well as concerts.  Please keep an “eye” out 
for flyers! 
 Happy Thanksgiving to all!  Thank you for your continued support of our programs.  
           Bill Corson and Tracey Allen 

 
 

HADASSAH  
     Life at Canal Walk seems busier than ever, with more groups meeting and planning 
outings, and more residents participating.  There is often competition for space in the calendar 
kept in our CW office. We, in Hadassah, are always pleased that so many residents take the time 
to join us for meetings, social activities and trips.  Thanks to all who attended the visit to the 9/11 
Memorial in NYC. 
     Our Tuesday, November 11th meeting, to be held at 7:30 PM in the Ballroom, will 
feature a program called "Enhancing Your Memory," presented by Serena Collado, Director of 



Community Health at Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital, Somerset.  Ms. Collado has 
had over 15 years of experience developing and implementing programs for adults age 60 plus.  
Memory issues are a constant issue among our members and friends, so join us for this meeting 
to hear Ms. Collado, a good friend of Canal Walk women. 
     On Tuesday, December 9th, at 7:30 PM in the Ballroom, we will hold our Installation of 
Officers for 2015. A program will feature Cantor Emily Wigod-Pincus, of Temple Beth-El, 
Hillsborough, who will entertain us with a musical medley of Jewish songs and Broadway 
tunes. Let's support our hard-working, clever Board members. 
     Tickets are available to "The Fabulous Lipitones" for Wednesday, November 19, 8:00 
PM at the George Street Playhouse.  Called a "Not-So-Traditional A Cappella Musical," this 
uproarious comedy of misunderstanding tells what happens when a barbershop quartet loses a 
key member and must find a tenor before a national competition.  Tickets are $31 and checks are 
due to Sue Nacson (10 Farrington Plaza) no later than November 6th.  
     Our chapter continues to support many initiatives here in the U.S., including "Every Beat 
Counts," Hadassah's heart health program to educate women about risks, prevention, and 
detection of heart disease.  Also, Hadassah has been a non-governmental organization (NGO) in 
special consultation status with the United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC).  
We attend UN meetings and briefings in New York, Vienna and Geneva, helping to build 
coalitions with other organizations, advocate for women's health and equality, promote the work 
of the Hadassah Medical Organization and support the state of Israel. 
     It's time to order your 2015 MahJongg Cards and 2015 Entertainment Books.  Cards are 
$8 each for Standard Print and $9 for Large Print.  Entertainment Books are $30 per book.  
Contact Lynn Cohen, 159 Saratoga Court, 732-356-8787. 
     Shop-Rite certificates are available from Evelyn Lasky at $25, $50 and $100.  At no 
extra cost to us, we can earn money for the Hadassah Medical Organization and the programs we 
support. 
     If you are new to Canal Walk and would like to find out if our chapter is a good fit for 
you, come to a meeting and/or call Bonnie Shrager of Pamela Green.  Everyone is welcome. 
                                       Edna Stone and Anne Roman, Communication Vice-presidents     
 
ACTING UP 
 Acting UP-- where characters are welcome.  Canal Walk residents gather the first 
Tuesday of each month to read short scripts from plays, radio/TV shows, movies and 
melodramas.  We have a few laughs and contemplate the wonders of the amateur acting world. 
No previous stage experience is needed to join, just an open mind and a wish to have fun. In fact, 
most of us have never been on a formal performance stage before joining Acting UP but have 
overcome great fears to entertain our Canal Walk neighbors.  Join us in the new Freedom 
Clubhouse at 7:30 PM.  [Note our NEW Meeting Location!!!!] 
 For information, contact Bruce Davidson or Marion Yudow. 
         Bruce Davidson 

 

           
GREAT DECISIONS  
  This a reminder to mark your calendar for the November 13 and December 11 meetings. 
Everyone is invited, and there is no fee for the written material. What is your advice to the 
Federal government for the issue of the day?   



         Merrill Taub 

 
THANK YOU! 
 There are many hard working people here in Canal Walk who make our lives a lot more 
pleasant.  Three come to mind who have been involved from the time activities started here. 
 Pat Foldy turned a very nice, kitschy-filled room into a wonderful working library.  With 
some helpers, she worked very hard to set up a card system, which unfortunately some abuse.  
Since we have so many avid and diverse readers, there seems to be something for each of us.  
Also, with some very generous book club members, we get many of the new releases.  Let’s 
thank Pat by returning the cards and the books to their proper places.  Thank you, Pat and 
committee for bringing so many pleasurable reading hours to our homes.   
 Elaine Whelan started out on the original Clubhouse Committee over 10 years ago and is 
still with it, acting as its committee chairman.  Many, many hours are spent putting together the 
wonderful shows she and her committee bring to Canal Walk.  She always reminds me of the 
Energizer Bunny.  The TGIF nights are always well attended and lots of fun, as are the acts the 
committee brings in.  Thank you Elaine and all the great people who work with you. 
 Gloria Trechock (and her husband Chet) can almost always be found at any Canal Walk 
function, doing whatever they can to make each event a success.  They’ll probably continue to 
stay active for a long time to come.  Thank you, Gloria and Chet. 
 We’re so fortunate here in Canal Walk to have so many friends and neighbors working 
hard for our enjoyment.       

        Marge Heffernan 

 
SUNDAY CINEMA 
LOTS OF LAUGHTER AT SUNDAY CINEMA! 
          Movie lovers gathered at the Clubhouse on September 21 to view the 
1979 movie, The In-Laws, starring Peter Falk and Alan Arkin, moderated by 
Marion Yudow. The comedy kicked off the second season of Sunday 

Cinema attended by Canal Walk residents who view and discuss classic 
films each month.  Delicious snacks and beverages were enjoyed as the 
group socialized after the film. 
        The classic film, Witness for the Prosecution, was the October 19 
showing attended by another large group of film lovers.  The movie was 
followed by a lively discussion moderated by Rita Fink and Phyllis Barnes. 
On November 16, the classic North by Northwest, will be viewed with Larry 
Paul moderating one of Alfred Hitchcock's best thrillers.  Want to be part of 
this discussion, entertainment and social event?  Contact me 
at yudow@langlab.rutgers,edu for email notification of future film 
showings. 
                                                                                                        Marion Yudow 
 
 
TRAVEL CLUB 
 Join us the third Tuesday of each month at 7 PM.  We are looking for your input for new 
and exciting places to travel.  We do most of our traveling by motor coach and like to keep it to 1 
to 2 days to our destination.   



            December will be our infamous Holiday pot luck supper.  This is members only.  Not a 
member?  No problem.  Just $5 dues paid at our November 18 meeting and you, too, can join the 
fun. 
            In January, we will have a representative from Grand Circle Tours who will enlighten us 
on cruises and other travel experiences.   
            Once again, in the spring, we will plan a trip to the Outer Banks.  For more information 
on this or future trips, call Roz at 732 563 0201. 
           Happy Travels, 
                                                                                                                                                     
       Gloria Sipos 
 
QUILTERS  
 The Canal Walk Quilters spent their October meeting learning ways to make circles and 
arcs for their quilts. They also discussed plans for a two day “retreat” in January; more details to 
follow next month. Monday, November 10th, at 1:00 we will meet in the Café for our regular 
monthly meeting. Willie Kralls is going to show us how she created a pattern and then a quilt 
from one she had seen. She will be using a 60 degree triangle and striped fabric to accomplish 
the effect. Anyone who has patterns and/or books they are willing to share are welcome to bring 
them to the meeting. As always, new quilters of any level are welcome. Happy Stitching.  
          Sue Watt  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Talk of the Walk  
We accept short entries regarding significant/unusual accomplishments, milestone anniversaries 
and birthdays, births, deaths and acknowledgements. 

• HELEN AND ALLEN MILLER of Jays Corner celebrated their 60th wedding 
anniversary on May17th with family and friends.  They took a River Cruise in October, 
going from Switzerland to Holland on the Rhine River. 

• MERRY RESNICK of Hardenburgh Street is proud of her grandson, MICHAEL 
TRUJILLO.  He participated in a marathon relay bike race in the mountains of 
Colorado.  The relay race had three people per group and each portion was 18 miles long 
for a continuous period of 12 straight hours.  Merry hopes to attend the match next year. 

 



Cultural Arts 
• NOVEMBER 15 - RHONDA DENET AND THE SILVER FOX TRIO  

  An evening of high intensity music with the fabulous singer of Motown songs, blues and 
cool jazz favorites.  The room will rock when Rhonda takes the stage. 

• JANUARY 24 - OPERA TO BROADWAY  
 Delightful Broadway hits and beautiful arias from well-known operas.  You will hear 
solos, duets and quartet performances by 4 young and finely-trained singers.  Several years ago, 
when a singer cancelled our scheduled concert, we hustled around to find a replacement.  The 
Philadelphia Opera Company recommended a baritone.  He came and he conquered! We wanted 
to bring a new crop of performers here this coming year, so I called John-Andrew Fernandez, 
hoping he was free.  He has been all over the world since we first saw him.  He recently made his 
debut at the Kennedy Center in Washington.  He picked our January date and will be here along 
with 2 sopranos and a tenor, to sing the lovely works we are presenting that night. The 
accompanist is the conductor of a Brazilian symphony orchestra. 

• MARCH 14 - VINCE GIORDANO AND THE NIGHTHAWKS 
 A Sean Connery movie was recently on TV.  In it was a scene at a posh apartment in 
NYC.  The band playing in the scene was Vince Giordano's!  He will be here with his 11 piece 
band to perform the music of the 20's and 30's, prohibition style Dixieland rhythms seen on the 
TV serial Boardwalk Empire. You will be dancing in your seats when the band strikes up. 

• APRIL 25 - SWING INTO SPRING 
 WARREN VACHE, NICKI PARROTT, AND TOMOKO OHNO bring their 
enormous talents to us with the sounds of mellow favorite hits and spirited pop rhythms. They 
wowed us two years ago, and we welcome them back.  Three more superb entertainers are 
impossible to find. 

• JUNE 6 - THE MUSIC OF JAMES TAYLOR 
 We are importing, all the way from Toronto, Canada, 5 superb musicians.  Neil Donell is 
called "the voice of Canada" for the hundreds of recordings he has made with stars of his country 
and the United States.  He looks like and sounds just like James Taylor, and he will be singing 
the smash hits Taylor made famous.  
        Lucille Taub 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
                        Cultural Arts concert on September 13 
 
 
 
Women's Club 



At our September 17 meeting, we had a program called “SHADES OF GRAY.”  Twenty 
lovely ladies from Canal Walk participated in the program by walking and/or dancing across the 
stage to the song “Pretty Woman” showing all the different “Shades of Gray” hair and hair styles 
in Canal Walk.  Everyone enjoyed the program, and the Women’s Club wants to thank all who 
participated. 

The contracts for the 6th Annual Vendor’s Fair have been sent to various vendors, and 
Ronnie Bayer has already received many signed contracts and expects more to come in. The 
Vendor’s Fair will be held on Saturday, November 8 from 12 to 4 PM.  Start your Holiday 
shopping early.  Please mark your calendars.  

This year’s decorating of the Clubhouse for the holidays will be November 24 and 25       
from 9 AM. to 12 PM.  The Freedom Clubhouse will be decorated December 1 at 1 PM. 

Please mark your calendars for December 6 when our community lights up our 
Clubhouse for the upcoming Holiday Season.  The Women’s Club invites all to celebrate the 
lighting of the Christmas Tree and the Menorah and to hear our wonderful Chorus perform a 
variety of songs.  The Women’s Club sponsors this each year, and it is their way of thanking 
everyone for their support all year.  
 This year’s Souper Bowls will be held February 11, 25 and March 11, 25. 
 The Women’s Club wishes all of you a Happy Thanksgiving!   
 MEETINGS AND EVENTS 
November 8 – Vendors Fair 
November 19 – Everyday Surprises From Oil 
December 6 – Annual Christmas Tree Lighting and Menorah Lighting 
January 21- Bingo 
There will be NO Monthly Meeting in December. 
 
2015 DUES ARE $10 FOR THE YEAR AND ARE DUE IN JANUARY.  CHECKS SHOULD  
BE MADE OUT TO CWHOAAF (EARMARKED WC DUES). THEY CAN BE PAID AT 
ANY MEETING OR DROPPED OFF IN THE MANAGEMENT OFFICE.  NEW MEMBERS 
ARE ALWAYS WELCOME! 
          Marie Lyttle 

 
 
 
Veterans’ Club 
 Our membership now stands at 81. 
 The nominating committee, headed by Bill Fiorelli, has placed the names of the 
following individuals in nomination as officers for the year 2015:  for Commander – Linn Smith; 
for Executive Officer – Sam Pesce; for Treasurer – Herb Springle; and for Secretary – Jon 
Rogeberg.  Write-in nominations could also have been submitted at the October meeting. 
 Our annual Veteran’s Day Ceremony and Dinner is scheduled for Friday, November 7th.  
The ceremony portion will start at 6 PM and dinner will be served by Elmer’s Catering Service 
at approximately 7 PM.  Sal Saladini will serve as Master of Ceremonies.  Frank DeLuca and 
Walter Wynkoop will be honored as Purple Heart recipients.  Entertainment will be provided by 
DJ Tony Negron. 



 On Veteran’s Day, November 11th, we will participate at ceremonies at the Municipal 
Complex in Franklin, followed by a complimentary luncheon at either Appleby’s or the Stage 
House Tavern. 
 Our Holiday Party will be held on Wednesday, December 3rd at the Girasole Restaurant 
in Bound Brook.  The menu consists of a hot and cold antipasto, a choice of veal parmigiana, 
stuffed breast of chicken or baked tilapia.  Soda will be provided but BYO bottle.  Dessert and 
coffee will also be served. 
 Our semi-annual trip to the Lyons VA Hospital will take place on Monday, December 8th.  
We will carpool from the Clubhouse at 1:30 PM and will be accompanied by our choral group.  
The use of a GPS is greatly encouraged!! 
 Operation Shoebox Chairman, Linn Smith, reports that there will be a packing sometime 
in December at the VFW in Manville.  Stay tuned for more details. 
 
        John Tighe, Secretary  

 
 
 
Operation Shoebox 
 I received the following from Rod Hirsch, Operation Shoebox NJ. 
Hello everyone, 
 I bring your attention to the following news items from the past week: 

• Sept. 30 - The United States and Afghanistan sign a long-delayed security agreement that will 
allow 9,800 American troops to remain in the country through 2017. 

 

• Sept. 29 - The US Marine Corps is preparing to deploy a force of 2,100 to Kuwait in a new unit 
configuration designed to respond to crises in the region. 

 

• Sept. 27 - About 60 members of a Pennsylvania National Guard unit will be deployed to 
Romania, Afghanistan and Kuwait; the 213th Personnel Company at Fort Indiantown Gap 
specializes in human resources and postal support duties. 

 

• Sept. 22 - The Pentagon is deploying 300 airmen and 12 A-10 "Warthog" combat jets to the 
Middle East in early October. The 122nd Fighter Wing, assigned to the Indiana National Guard, 
will provide air support to troops on the ground. 

 

• Aug. 1 - Nearly 170 New Jersey National Guard members, Alpha Company, 2-113th Infantry 
Battalion based at the Jersey City Armory were deployed to provide security for a naval facility in 
Bahrain. Additional members were deployed in September.  

 
 What does this mean for Operation Shoebox New Jersey? A renewed commitment to raise funds, 
collect donations, and maintain the supply line overseas that we launched almost ten years ago. I've 
always said that Operation Shoebox New Jersey will maintain its good work as long as there is a need - 
there is work to be done now, and for years to come. 
 I hope you will continue your resolve to support our troops overseas. 
 
 Thank you for all that you do. 
      Rod  
 



 Your help is needed. Thank you. 
          Linn H. Smith 

 
 
 
Men’s Club      
MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
 Nov. 5 – 6:  The AARP Defensive Driver Evening Class will be from 5:30 PM to 8:30 
PM.  This is a great opportunity for those who have not been able to attend the morning sessions.  
These classes will be held at the Regency Heritage Nursing Home (380 DeMott Lane, Somerset, 
NJ).  $15 for AARP members and $20 for non-members.  Call Marie Barnes (732-995-3934) for 
further details.  Sign-up sheets are available in the Clubhouse. 
 Nov. 10:  Our monthly meeting begins promptly at 7:00 PM.  The business meeting will 
be followed by:  “You were alive, but do you remember it?"  “So much for the good old days.”  
Were they as good as we remember them?  Would we really want to go back to them?  “What 
else did I forget?”  These are questions faced by the "active adults" of today.  So, come for the 
challenge, and let's see what you remember.  
 And if you didn’t remember, you can pay your annual dues before this meeting.  Make 
the check out to CWHOAAF for $25 and be done with it.  Your timely disbursement keeps us 
going and active for another year. 
 Nov. 11:  Another ROMEO night is in the offing.  Check your emails for the details. 
 Dec. 6:  The December Food Drive is scheduled for Saturday morning, December 6th. 
Sponsored by the Canal Walk Men’s Club, this drive benefits those families who depend on the 
Franklin Township Food Bank. 
 The Food Bank provides needed food and funds for those in need. Last year we collected 
over 3900 lbs. of food and over $1100 in cash donations.  The funds are used to purchase food at 
wholesale prices from local merchants.  Checks can be made out to the Franklin Township Food 
Bank and brought to Tracey Allen in the Office. 
 The ShopRite bags will be distributed by the Men’s Club volunteers prior to Dec. 6th.  
On collection day, the filled bags should be placed by your mailbox for a 9:00 AM pickup.  
Pasta, cereals, canned goods of any kind, vegetables and meats are needed.  Baby food and 
formula are also in demand.  Please do not donate expired items or anything in glass containers 
 Let’s help make this season a little easier for families and individuals who depend on the 
food bank for support. 
 Dec. 8:  It is Elections Night followed by the Annual Holiday Party.  Elections will be 
conducted for the incoming 2015 Men’s Club Officers.  Come to the meeting and vote your 
candidate into office. 
 Dec. 15-16:  The AARP Driver Safety Class will be from 9 AM to 12 Noon.  Be a safer 
driver and save on your car insurance at the same time.  $15 for AARP members and $20 for 
non-members.  Sign up sheets are available in the Clubhouse.  Call Bob Cohen (732-356-8787) 
if you have any questions. 
GOLF 
 I.  Somerset Walkers Cup:  The first annual Somerset Walkers Cup competition between 
Somerset Run and Canal Walk golfers was played at Spooky Brook Golf Course on September 
16th -18th. We played a Ryder Cup format consisting of 12 singles and 10 doubles matches 
totaling 22 points. 28 men and 4 women participated from each of our communities. 



  
 Canal Walk won!!!  11-1/2 to 10-1/2 points, getting the last two points from the last two 
matches! 
  The consensus of all those participating was that the event was “fantastic,” and all look 
forward to competing again next year - CW to retain the Cup or SR to win it away from us. The 
actual trophy is on display in the Clubhouse on a table outside of the Club Room. 
  
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CW Co-Captain Ron Lerner receiving  
the Cup from SR Captain Dave Robinson                The Walkers Cup and the Scoreboard 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
Winning CW Co-Captains Ron Lerner and Tom Moleta with The Walkers Cup 
 
 Unfortunately, due to space limitations we could not include a listing of the golfers’ 
names who played. 
 II. Royce Brook Outing:  On October 1st, the Canal Walk Men’s Club staged their 29th 
golf event which started with our 2006 trip to Atlantic City. Each year, we arrange Atlantic City 
in late spring, Beaver Brook in late July and Royce Brook in the fall. Included in the total was a 
side trip one year to Great Gorge and the recently completed winning of the first annual 
Somerset Walkers Cup against our neighboring Somerset Run Community. 
 The Royce Brook event was played under cloudy skies (but no rain) with 61 golfers. 
Prizes for longest drive, Phil Rosen, and closest to the pin, Jay Del Prado were awarded. In 
addition winners in the three flights were as follows—“C” flight at one over par was the 
foursome of Al Esporrin, Bob Melillo, Mike Klein, and Charlie Okun; the “B” flight by the 
threesome of Gordon Weighart, Chuck Levitan and Len Cohen at 5 under par, and the “A” flight 
winning foursome at 10 under par included Phil Rosen, Sam Gordon, Joe Orban and Ron Lerner. 
              
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Longest Drive:  Phil Rosen    Closest to Pin:  Jay del Prado 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“A” Flight Winners:  Ron Lerner, Joe Orban,                    “B” Flight Winners:  Len Cohen,  
Sam Gordon and Phil Rosen                                                Chick Levitan and Gordon Weighart 
 
 
 
 
 
    
      
 
 
            “C” Flight Winners:  Mike Klein, Al Esporrin, Charlie Okun and Bob Melillo 
 
 III. Golf 2015:  Plans are in the works for next year. Tentatively, Atlantic City will be 
6/9-6/10, Beaver Brook will be 7/29, and Royce 9/30. We will schedule another Somerset 
Walkers Cup sometime in the fall. 
 In addition, we are thinking of having a Canal Walk Ryder Cup within our community. 
Two teams would be formed, including women, to compete with one another for “bragging 
rights.” Each team will have a Captain - both Captains would choose players from a list of those 
who want to participate - much like choosing up sides when we were (are?) kids. There seems to 
be a lot of interest from those with whom I’ve spoken. 
 Here’s the “catch” - choosing players for each team will be based upon legitimate golf 
handicaps (indexes), which are generated by each player recording their scores, whenever they 
play, in a GHIN type system. Yahoo.com has a free one which is called “Golf Handicap 
Tracker” which many of us use … note the word “legitimate” - this means playing by golf rules, 
with penalty strokes, no mulligans, counting all strokes and no “gimmie” three foot putts. 
Without this criteria, it won’t work!!!!! 
 We are very early in the concept and are asking for comments, suggestions and if 
interested. We would probably schedule this for late summer, mid-week and get a block of tee-
times depending on size of teams and number of matches or, have the opponents schedule their 
own times within the event week. 
          Ron Lerner 



MEMBERSHIP 
 If you’re not yet a member, join the club.  Enrollment is open all year round for new 
members.  Call Charlie Okun at 732-377-3401 for more information.  Come join us at our next 
meeting, and see what we’re all about.  You can also find out more about us by going to our 
website at http://canalwalkhoa.com/. 
 
ONGOING COMMUNITY PROJECTS 
 The Franklin Township Food Bank is always in need of our generous support.  Other than 
our annual food drive in December, you can donate food items to the Franklin Food Bank 
anytime by dropping them at the Clubhouse’s Snack Bar.  Our support is always appreciated.   
 
Check donations to the Food Bank can be mailed to: 
      
      Franklin Township Food Bank 
      P.O. Box 333 
      Somerset, NJ 08875-0333 
 

 The Good and Welfare Committee sends get well cards to members.  Please let Gil Selvin 

(732-356-3269) or Sal Saladini (732-271-5110) know about members who are ill, hospitalized or 

recuperating. 

GO GREEN 
 The Hazardous Waste Days for Somerset County residents are closed for the winter.  We 
await the 2015 calendar for further details. 
  Electronics are no longer accepted at Somerset County Recycling (40 Polhemus Lane, 
Bridgewater) on the first Saturdays of the month.  But, at any time, you can recycle your 
computer and other electronics by bringing them to Newtech Recycling, located at 600A Apgar 
Drive in Somerset. They’re open Monday through Friday from 7:00 AM to 5:00 PM and on the 
first Saturdays of the month from 8:00 AM to 2:00 PM.  Call 732-564-3110 for more 
information.  The changes were instituted as a cost-saving project by Somerset County. 
 Proper Disposal of Medicine:  Safely dispose your unwanted, expired or unused medicines 
including prescriptions, over-the-counter and pet medicines (excluding syringes).  We can help 
prevent crime, help keep our drinking water supply safe and help prevent harming wild life and 
the environment. 
 Individuals are asked to keep medicines in their original container, use a marker to cross out 
their name, and place the medicine in a clear plastic bag.  Medicines that are no longer in their 
original container should be placed in a plastic bag with the name of the medicine written on the 
bag. 
 Medicines can be dropped off at the drop box, 24-hours a day, 7 days a week at the lower 
level of the Somerset Administration Building located at 20 Grove St., Somerville, NJ 08876, 
near the entrance to the Sheriff’s Office.  For more information, contact Lt. Steve San Antonio at 
908-231-7168 or Sheriff’s Officer Thomas Wallace at 908-231-7138.  The website is 
www.nj.gov/oag/ca/meddrop.  
 Operation Secure Shred:  The next opportunities to bulk shred your documents will be in 
2015.  There will be no Operation Secure Shred operation for the rest of the year. 



  Year-round, the Men’s Club collects used compact fluorescent light bulbs and brings them to 
Home Depot for recycling.  Please place them in the box in the Clubhouse Arts and Crafts Room 
and help preserve the environment. 
           Jay del Prado 

      
 
Italian American Club 
 We recently reviewed and revised our By-Laws, and the most important change was that 
the collection of dues will be from January to April of each year. Any members who are more 
than 1 year in arrears with dues will be dropped from the membership list and no longer eligible 
to participate in ”Members Only” events, including  jitney trips. 
 Starting this month, we will be collecting monetary donations for Christmas gifts for a 
needy family in Franklin. Please make checks payable to CWHOAAF and mark Christmas gift 
in the memo section. With your help we hope to surpass last year’s effort. THANK YOU.  
 We made 2 jitney trips to the Coney Island Aquarium and lunch at Nathan’s Famous. A 
great time was had by all who attended. (see photo) 
 We had a complete listing of all our members and their email addresses available at the 
October business meeting to give our members a chance to provide current email addresses.  
 Our SECOND ANNUAL COLUMBUS DAY BOCCE TOURNAMENT on October 4 
was cancelled due to heavy rains forecast for the day. 
 On Saturday, October 25, we took the jitney to see “A NIGHT IN TUSCANY with 
MORENO FRUZZETTI” at the Hamilton Stage in Rahway. It was a wonderful evening of 
beautiful music. 
 On October 27, we had our HORSE RACING which was a great night of laughing and 
fun and even more fun if you were lucky enough to pick a winner. 
 A calendar of events for 2015 will be available in the Clubhouse soon. 
 In the coming months, please look in the Clubhouse for flyers for the following events.   
November 3    BLACKJACK 
December 1    BUSINESS MEETING   &   Dec. 5     CHRISTMAS DINNER DANCE   
 
                        Ciao, Mike Palmieri  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                             Jitney Trip to Nathans and the Coney Island Aquarium. 

 
Singles Club 



 September was a busy month for the Singles Club.  The Price is Right night was a great 
success.  There were team games and individual challenges and even a showcase to bid on.  Fun 
events, plus delicious wraps, salads and desserts, added up to a really wonderful night. 
 Everyone enjoyed the day trip to Winterthur, the DuPont estate and museum in Delaware.  
Downton Abbey fans got a close up look at some beautiful costumes from the show and are 
looking forward to Season 5 which debuts in January.  The house and the gardens were beautiful.  
All in all a fun day. 
 Reminder: If you haven’t paid your 2014 dues yet ($20), you can drop your check in the 
special Singles Box in the Clubhouse Office (on your left as you walk in the door. When 
dropping off reservations and check payments, please, no cash, to ensure the validity of our 
records.   For new members (only new members) who join after June 30, membership dues 
for 2014 will be $10.   
Coming Events:  
 For reservations or questions regarding any event, please contact Susan Kropiewnicki at 
732-560-1596 or Phyllis Chiavetta at 732-412-7679.  For information about the Singles Club, 
please contact Susan Kropiewnicki at 732-560-1596. And look for flyers at our meetings or in 
the Clubhouse. Meetings are always the 2nd Wednesday of the month at 7 PM in the Ballroom. 
Dinner events begin earlier at 6:30. 
 

• November 6, 2014 (Thursday) – Bus Trip to Renault Winery (Egg Harbor, NJ) – 
Wine Tasting Luncheon + Guided Tour of Winery 

Renault Winery is a recognized New Jersey State Historical Site and one of the oldest 
continuously operated wineries in the United States.  This day trip will include round trip 
transportation by motor coach from the Clubhouse, an all you can eat complete family style 
luncheon at the winery, a complimentary wine tasting of both red and white wines and 
champagne and a tour of the 143 year old Renault winery.  The trip is full. For reservations and 
information regarding this event, please contact Phyllis Chiavetta at 732-412-7679.   

• November 12, 2014 (Wednesday) –The Year in Review/Wheel of Fortune– 7:00 PM 
Save the Date – Paid Members Only 

We’ll review the year’s activities, share some great photos and then follow up with a rousing 
game of Wheel of Fortune - Singles Club style.  Fun, games and laughs!  Check flyers at the 
Clubhouse. 

• December 14, 2014 (Sunday) –Holiday Brunch 
Save the Date – Paid members only 

This year the Singles Club Holiday Party will be a lavish “Best of the Best Award Winning 
Brunch” at the Stoney Brook Grille in Branchburg. The brunch menu includes both breakfast and 
lunch items as well as house made desserts, and beverages.  We’ve even arranged for a mimosa 
fountain.  The cost of the brunch is $25.  Check for flyers at the Clubhouse for details and 
reservation information.  Please make your check out to CWHOAAF and drop it off in the 
special Singles Box in the Clubhouse Office or you can bring your check to a Singles Club 
meeting.  Please write Holiday Brunch on the check.  Again checks only, no cash.  For 
reservations and information regarding this event, please contact Phyllis Chiavetta at 732-412-
7679.  

• January 14, 2015 (Wednesday) – First Meeting of the New Year:  Mystery Re-Gift 
Exchange – 7:00 PM 

Save the Date – Paid Members Only 



Did you receive something for the holidays or have something hanging around the house 
(unused) that you would classify as your “White Elephant?”  Wrap it nicely, bring it to the 
meeting and join in the “Mystery Re-Gift Exchange.”  You may go home with something you 
really like!  If you don’t bring a gift, you can’t play, so look around the house for something you 
would love to part with.  Don’t miss the fun as we kick off 2015! 

• February 11, 2015 (Wednesday) – Wine and Cheese Party – 7:00 PM 
Save the Date 

Welcome prospective new members.  Current members bring a bottle of wine to be shared, and 
we’ll provide the cheese and goodies.  Check for flyer at the Clubhouse and RSVP. 
 FYI- We realize that in a community such as ours, there are folks who may be married, 
but have a spouse who is, unfortunately, no longer able to live at home.  We welcome you to join 
us. 
 Be sure to check future newsletters and flyers in the Clubhouse for additional trips 
and events.   
 
                                                                                                             Phyllis Chiavetta 

 

 
REMINISCENCES 

WWII anniversary reflections, from the British side: Opinion 
(Star-Ledger Guest Columnist – September 3, 2014) 
 I was born in London, and the third day of September has a special significance for me. 
That morning in 1939, a courtly but bewildered gentleman named Neville Chamberlain 
announced on the BBC that since German Chancellor Adolf Hitler had ignored the British-
French ultimatum to withdraw his troops from Poland. “We are now in a state of war with 
Germany”. A few minutes later the air raid sirens sounded. No, it wasn’t the blitz; the Belgian air 
attaché was flying back to London and hadn’t notified anyone that he was coming. As far as the 
British were concerned, an unidentified aircraft was flying across the English Channel and hence 
the sirens. 
 Initially, nothing very dreadful happened in the United Kingdom: an occasional air raid, 
general mobilization, the beginning of rationing. Some foods vanished. I didn’t see a watermelon 
or a banana for six years. But there was enough nourishing, cheap food such that malnutrition 
was virtually unknown. In the meantime, allied troops were pushed out of Europe and the 
Luftwaffe began the bombardment of England, particularly London. 
 The bombing occurred most nights and Londoners slept in corrugated iron shelters in the 
garden or in reinforced basements or, safer still, in the deep underground stations. My family 
slept in a reinforced basement. It would not withstand a direct hit, but if a neighboring house 
received a bomb, your house would collapse but you would be dug out a day or two later, alive. 
  We trudged to school and, if we were lucky, we picked up a piece of shrapnel from an 
anti-aircraft gun shell and brought it to school. And if we were very lucky, the piece of shrapnel 
was still warm. 
 For the rest of 1940 and most of 1941, we in the U.K. were alone while Winston 
Churchill, who had long replaced Chamberlain as prime minister, bolstered our courage and 
convinced us that Right would overcome Might even though he knew our chances of victory 
were small.  



 Then two miracles happened. The first was that the Luftwaffe never obtained the air 
superiority needed to allow an invasion of Britain. The Battle of Britain was won mainly because 
of radar, which was possible because of the magnetrons and klystrons imported from the United 
States. Another vital U.S. import was the high-octane gasoline which made the Spitfires a little 
faster than the Messerschmitts. As a result, Hitler abandoned his plan to invade Britain and 
invaded Russia instead; a huge mistake. 
 The British went to great lengths to keep radar secret. The government put out advisories 
to the effect that if you want to improve your night vision, eat lots of carrots.  They 
emphasized that it’s what the night fighter pilots do to enable them to see the Luftwaffe bombers 
better. 
 There were also prominent pictures in the news of the gallant men and women who 
manned the listening posts: huge acoustic horns near the coast that were supposed to pick up the 
sounds of enemy bombers while they were still crossing the Channel. Actually, ground-based 
radar was detecting the bombers while they were still flying over France. And of course the air 
radar equipment (plane to plane) was closely guarded. I served in the Royal Air Force shortly 
after WWII ended and there were still empty cylinders adjacent to the radar sets in the cockpits. 
These cylinders had previously contained explosives to destroy the radar in case the plane 
crashed or fell into enemy hands. 
 The second miracle was that at the end of 1941, when Japan attacked the U.S. at Pearl 
Harbor. That was the beginning of the initially successful Japanese military venture over the 
whole of the Pacific. It caused much pain and anger in the U.S., but not in the U.K. The British 
did not have to be told that the Japanese had “awakened a sleeping giant.” We knew that we 
were no longer alone and that the Allies would now win the war.                                                     
                                                           Sid Toby 
 Sidney Toby is a professor emeritus at Rutgers University  
 
                                                                         
    
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                    Marquetry in Canal Walk 
 
 
 
 
 
NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE  
 The Canal Walk Newsletter is published monthly to keep the residents informed about 
events at Canal Walk. 
 We accept articles submitted by Canal Walk Residents subject to the following 
guidelines: 
 We do not accept any articles expressing political or religious opinions. 
 We do not accept any articles that resemble an editorial. 
 We do not accept any articles that advertise for profit. 



 Paid advertising is available through our Publisher, About Our Town. 
 The deadline for all material is the 8th of the previous month.  Please submit your articles 
on time.  All submissions must be emailed with the author clearly stated. The deadline for the 
December Newsletter will be November 8th. LATE ARTICLES WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. 
 Please send us articles about past events as well as future plans for your group or club.  In 
addition, send photos to go with your articles.  
 Items for Talk of the Walk, theatrical reviews, restaurant reviews should be sent to Ellen 
Catalina at ecatalina2@verizon.net. 
 
 Recipes and What's Happening sent to Ronnie Bayer at ocrbayer@aol.com. 
 
 Home Hints and photos sent to Sid Toby at ybots@hotmail.com.  
 
Club Activities and Announcements and Poetry sent to Susan Smith at lhssps@comcast.net.  
 
Articles about pets and questions for Design Solution to Judy Gottlieb at 
bagelsandhoney@comcast.net. 
 
Staying Healthy sent to Nina Pesce at pesnia2@yahoo.com. 

 
Meet Your Resident Artist sent to Frank Catalina at fecatalina@gmail.com 

 
 All articles received by any member of the committee are acknowledged either by email 
or phone.   
 Please note: If you didn't get a confirmation, it means that we didn't get it. Carry-overs 
may not be included. You should submit a new article each month. 
 We reserve the right to edit, condense, or reject submitted material. 
 Do NOT submit serious looking material from the Internet unless it has first been 
checked as authentic with Snopes.com or a similar web-checking site.  
    Ronnie, Sid, Susan, Ellen, Judy, Nina, Frank  
 
 

The Wall  
 A little history most people will never know. 
 Interesting Veterans Statistics off the Vietnam Memorial Wall: 
There are 58,267 names now listed on that polished black wall, including those added in 2010. 
The names are arranged in the order in which they were taken from us by date and within each 
date the names are alphabetized. It is hard to believe it is 36 years since the last casualties. 
The first known casualty was Richard B. Fitzgibbon, of North Weymouth, Mass. Listed by the 
U.S. Department of Defense as having been killed on June 8, 1956. His name is listed on the 
Wall with that of his son, Marine Corps Lance Cpl. Richard B. Fitzgibbon III, who was killed on 
Sept. 7, 1965. 
There are three sets of fathers and sons on the Wall. 
39,996 on the Wall were just 22 or younger. 
8,283 were just 19 years old. 
The largest age group, 33,103, were 18 years old.  



12 soldiers on the Wall were 17 years old. 
5 soldiers on the Wall were 16 years old. 
One soldier, PFC Dan Bullock was 15 years old. 
997 soldiers were killed on their first day in Vietnam. 
1,448 soldiers were killed on their last day in Vietnam. 
31 sets of brothers are on the Wall. 
Thirty one sets of parents lost two of their sons. 
54 soldiers attended Thomas Edison High School in Philadelphia. I wonder why so many from 
one school. 
8 Women are on the Wall. Nursing the wounded. 
244 soldiers were awarded the Medal of Honor during the Vietnam War; 153 of them are on the 
Wall. 
Beallsville, Ohio, with a population of 475, lost 6 of her sons. 
West Virginia had the highest casualty rate per capita in the nation. There are 711 West 
Virginians on the Wall. 
 The Marines of Morenci - They led some of the scrappiest high school football and 
basketball teams that the little Arizona copper town of Morenci (pop. 5,058) had ever known and 
cheered. They enjoyed roaring beer busts. In quieter moments, they rode horses along the 
Coronado Trail and stalked deer in the Apache National Forest. And in the patriotic camaraderie 
typical of Morenci's mining families, the nine graduates of Morenci High enlisted as a group in 
the Marine Corps. Their service began on Independence Day, 1966. Only 3 returned home. 
 The Buddies of Midvale - LeRoy Tafoya, Jimmy Martinez and Tom Gonzales were all 
boyhood friends and lived on three consecutive streets in Midvale, Utah on Fifth, Sixth and 
Seventh avenues. They lived only a few yards apart. They played ball at the adjacent sandlot ball 
field. And they all went to Vietnam. In a span of 16 dark days in late 1967, all three would be 
killed. LeRoy was killed on Wednesday, Nov. 22, the fourth anniversary of John F. Kennedy's 
assassination. Jimmy died less than 24 hours later on Thanksgiving Day. Tom was shot dead 
assaulting the enemy on Dec. 7, Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day. 
 The most casualty deaths for a single day was on January 31, 1968 ~ 245 deaths. The 
most casualty deaths for a single month was May 1968 - 2,415 casualties were incurred. 
 For most Americans who read this, they will only see the numbers that the Vietnam War 
created. To those of us who survived the war, and to the families of those who did not, we see 
the faces, we feel the pain that these numbers created. We are, until we too pass away, haunted 
with these numbers, because they were our friends, fathers, husbands, wives, sons and daughters. 
There are no noble wars, just noble warriors. 
      Submitted by Barbara Perre 

 
THE ANIMAL CORNER 
 DOES YOUR GARDEN SMELL SHOWER 
FRESH? With winter approaching, deer are looking at 
your evergreen shrubs as a feast to last them over the cold 
months.  Here’s a tip given to me years ago by a 
landscaper and one that has worked remarkably well in 
keeping our deer friends from eating arborvitae, holly and 
other evergreens.  I buy Irish Spring Natural Scent bar 
soap (Costco has a 20 pack/$10), cutting the bars in half 



and then in ¼” pieces, and sprinkle the pieces around the plants and tucked into the branches.  
You don’t need more than a few pieces to protect the plant over the winter as it dissolves very 
slowly.  The soap will not harm the plant/soil.  In the spring, ‘shower’ the evergreens and those 
oh so tasty annuals and deciduous plants, like hostas, for summer protection from deer and 
rabbits.  One cutup package of soaps can stay fresh in a gallon plastic zipper bag for months.  So 
enjoy looking out the window as the deer population bypasses your ‘clean’ garden to munch on 
the neighbor’s plants that are not as pungent as yours.   
 PRYING EYES ARE WATCHING YOU.  You never know who is watching (and 
reporting) when you DON’T pick up Fido’s waste.  Don’t risk a fine for being a ‘bad’ neighbor.  
Besides, you might be the next person to step into it – yuck!  
  THERE’S AN APP FOR THAT AND IT’S FREE.  The Dog Whistler app uses your 
IPhone to train Fido.  With this simple dog whistle app, you can set the whistle to a frequency 
your dog will best respond to. Feel guilty about giving Fido people food? IKibble app has an 
extensive database to find out which foods are okay for your dog to eat and which are not. There 
are even recipes for dishes you can share with your dog. Fluffy is represented in the Catbook app 
community of over one million cat lovers on Facebook and the IPhone, so if you fancy hooking 
up online with fellow feline fanciers for some meows and more, then this free download will 
likely prove more addictive than cat nip. 
 ACHOO! Your cat's sneezing could be caused by an ongoing irritant in your home: 
cigarette smoke, some household cleansers, dust, or crawly things. Take note of when the 
sneezing occurs and work to eliminate your house of any suspected irritants. If Fluffy is 3 years 
or older and the sneeze is accompanied by smelly breath, there may be an underlying dental 
problem. The most common issues are infections and gum disease: consult your veterinarian 
about your cat’s dental health. Sneezing paired with green mucous around the nose or eyes 
signals the presence of a virus or bacteria. Again, consult with your veterinarian, who can 
prescribe an antibiotic if needed. Click on www.catchow.com/catipedia for more info. But what 
about Fido?  He still collects pollen and mold spores on his fur and tracks it into the house.  Just 
wipe down a dog’s coat and paws with a clean towel after walks.  That also will save your 
furniture from picking up these allergens and transferring them to you.   
 REMEMBER LAST WINTER?  The snowy season is almost upon us and ice melt will 
soon appear on store shelves.  Fortunately, a recent trend in ice melt marketing of products billed 
as ‘Pet Safe’ implies that everything not labeled as ‘Pet Safe’ is unsafe.  What to do? Be aware 
that sometimes labels lie.  Read the ingredients and beware of packages that claim to be safe but 
do not list what’s in the product. Avoid products with calcium chloride and magnesium chloride, 
but ALL ice melts have the potential to dry dogs’ paws and can affect their health and behavior.  
So just like allergens, immediately remove the slush and dissolved product by wiping off Fido’s 
paws.  He will thank you.  Check out detailed info on ice melt products at www.aspca.org, “Five 
Things You Need to Know about Ice Melts.”  
 DO YOU LIKE MEATBALLS? The Franklin Township Animal Shelter, located at the 
Municipal Complex on Demott Lane, (732-873-2500, ext. 6255), has a new staff member named 
Meatball, a pit bull puppy that is missing a left leg, but it doing great and being trained as a 
visiting therapy dog.  Read his story in the free fall issue of the Franklin Times and online at 
www.franklintwpnj.org.   Love the story and want to help other homeless animals? Donations of 
dry dog/puppy/cat/kitten food and toys, clean/worn towels/blankets/sheets, paper 
towels/sponges, flea meds, Q-Tips, catnip and bleach are always welcome. You can visit the 
shelter from: Monday – Saturday, noon to 3 PM and Thursday 7:30 -9:30 PM. If you cannot get 



to the Shelter, please contact me (Judy Gottlieb) for information/help on dropping off your 
donated items at (732) 356-0023 or at bagelsandhoney@comcast.net.  Please add your name and 
address to the package for a tax contribution response letter. The Shelter appreciates the 
generosity of Canal Walk residents.  Thank you for caring and sharing. 
        Judy Gottlieb 

 

 

Computer Views 
 I just got this notice in my email. 
 
ACTION REQUIRED:  
Your account has been suspended 

Dear Chase OnlineSM Customer: 
We noticed suspicious activity on your account from an unrecognized device IP : 
522.159.771.14 on September 17, 2014. This may have been you via a mobile device or other 
devices. 
For your security, we have temporarily blocked access to online banking account activities 
update and notification until you verify your identity with us. This is simply for your safety 
online, after your account update normal banking activities will resume. .  
To avoid online banking activities suspension within 24 hours, please click our secure web 
and verify your identity with Chase by link chase IP:  
www.chase.com/secure/IP/logon 
Thank you for being a Chase customer. We appreciate your business.  
Sincerely, 
Chase Online Banking Services 
 Looks pretty official. Just one problem. I don’t bank with Chase. 
So if you get an email like this, don’t log on to their website as shown above. It may look 
official, but it’s not.  Instead, call them on the telephone (you have their number on your 
statements, you initiate the call) and ask what the problem is. My bet is they will tell you it’s a 
scam. 
         Howard Kliger 

  

Staying Healthy 
Rethink Your Kitchen 
 The holidays mark an extended season of great joy from Thanksgiving to New Year’s 
Day, packed with celebrations big and small.  With all that partying comes the tendency to 
overindulge.  Rethinking the kitchen can help or hinder your efforts to try to maintain that trim 
figure during these most trying times. 
  We all know that it’s important to eat healthy (think:  lean protein, whole grains 
and plenty of produce), but setting up your kitchen can help, or possibly hinder your efforts, too.  
In the June/July 2014 edition of AARP, Brian Wansink, author of Slim by Design: Mindless 

Eating Solutions for Everyday Life, states that “No one hangs out in their kitchen and doesn’t eat.  
We’re also three times more likely to eat what we see first, so unpack your groceries 
strategically.  Stash soda in the back of the refrigerator, and store cookies and other unhealthy 
treats in a dark cabinet that’s inconvenient to reach.” 



 David Just, Ph.D., an associate professor of behavioral economics at Cornell University 
confers.  “Whatever you see first is what you’re likely to start thinking about.  So make the 
healthier, lower-calorie fare the first thing you see:  fill the center shelf of your fridge with loads 
of fresh veggies (pre-wash and cut them so there’s one less barrier to digging in) or leave a 
stocked fruit bowl out on your counter.”  The September 2014 )Woman’s Day magazine cites 
one study that found that people who keep a bowl of fruit on their counter weigh 8 pounds less 
than those who don’t.  “But exact location matters.  Place the bowl within 2 feet of the route you 
typically take through the kitchen, which may mean moving it closer to where you hang your car 
keys.”   
 Searching Lifelong Health on the web also details many studies that can subtly organize 
your kitchen to naturally help you make diet-friendly choices.  Some explain that sweets should 
be tucked away in opaque containers, not clear ones, or to avoid temptation: don’t bring sweets 
or unhealthy snacks home at all, or only on occasion.  Still other studies have shown that people 
eat and drink more when they’re served food in or on larger dishes, use large serving utensils, 
and drink out of large glassware.  One article I read claimed, “Opt for red plates.  They signal 
“stop” to your brain, according to a recent study in the journal, Appetite, compared with the 
amount eaten on blue or white plates.” 
 I suppose whatever works for you can make a huge difference.   One last study published 
in Psychological Reports found that a relaxed environment increases satisfaction and decreases 
consumption by around 18 percent, or roughly 175 calories.  Try dimming the lights or putting 
on some pleasant background music.  Not only is it romantic, but the soothing effect can help 
melt away your stress and anxiety which slows down  your eating pace and helps  you consume 
less.  I'll drink to that! 
I hope some of these tips help you.  All I can say is ”Happy Thanksgiving and bring on the 
festivities.” 
        Submitted by Nina Pesce  
 

Design Solution 
            This month, the home of 
Maggie and Art Taylor is being 
showcased.  And what a showcase 
home it is – from the front door to all 
the rooms of the Hampton model 
townhouse.   
  An American Windsor comb-
back chair greets you in the entryway 
with walls painted in soft cream, along 
with a Federal style chest, topped with 
a classic Tole lamp illuminating the 
many family photos.  A welcoming 
way to provide a glimpse of what is to 
come while offering a place to drop 
your keys or put on your shoes.  A 
vintage, Federal convex bulls - eye 
mirror, with eagle and 13 colony markers, reflect the warmth of the entry.  Step into the open 
concept living room and dining room, and your eye is drawn to the oversize Welsh cupboard at 



the room’s end.  Maggie showcased her collection of Staffordshire porcelain along with Chinese 
export plates and vases.  A stunning piece, highlighted by a triple tier chandelier with delicate 
silk shades; it is quite a statement and size appropriate for the double height ceiling.  Above the 
cupboard are two large framed paintings that work well with the mocha painted, high ceiling 
walls.  Smart design – acknowledging the architecture and embracing it with appropriate size 
furnishings.  A lush, three pillow couch, soft in a warm red in a barely-there striped fabric, works 
well with the red and blue patterned Oriental rug that is topped with a glass coffee table.  An 
Empire card table from Europe – inherited from Maggie’s mother – sits alongside the sofa, 
topped with Art’s original paintings of his grandson and his son – outfitted, for fun, in a 
Wellington dress uniform – a lovely combination of antiques and a showcase for Art’s art.  The 
staircase wall is another good use of the home’s architecture that is covered top to bottom with 
framed engravings and small paintings collected during their trips.  Art, a professional artist, 
advertising art director, and illustrator and author of children’s books, has filled the house with 
paintings and artwork that invite you to stop and enjoy.  He has also won many multiple awards, 
including CLIOs (Gold, Silver and Bronze Lions) from the Cannes Lions International Film 
Festival.  
 The kitchen holds a Williamsburg antique brass chandelier outfitted with fabric shades 
and suspended from the ceiling with a fabric patterned chain cover.  Maggie incorporated pattern 
into a room without overwhelming it with this simple but effective detail.  The white wood chair 
rail and vertical wainscoting sits below the mocha painted walls that holds a glass door hutch 
filled with Maggie’s English Adams Ware porcelain.  A vintage Schoolhouse clock brings sound 
and movement alongside two Pennsylvania Dutch paintings. Colonial Windsor chairs sit 
comfortably around the oval dining table – another smart design decision by Maggie to use a soft 
corner table to not impede access in a square shaped kitchen. More smart design statements are 
in the den where Maggie paired a plush, cream fabric, Southwood couch, with coordinated red 
and cream piping on the seating, to elevate beautiful furniture into a spectacular statement piece.  
Maggie, a professional and respected interior decorator, understands that even the smallest detail 
can turn a room from lovely to extraordinary.  The soft patterned, red and blue plaid carpet 
blends with the rich, red painted walls that shows off Maggie’s grandfather’s pastel painting and 
the full wall, wood bookcase hutch that holds the Taylor’s book collection.  The Taylor’s love of 
animals is evident with one of the many remembrance paintings of their cats – one that rests at 
the top of the hutch, along with a pottery vase from Thailand - a gift to Maggie and Art from 
their son and daughter-in-law from their honeymoon trip.  An open three-tiered, wood scroll 
shelf holds more of Maggie’s collection of Staffordshire porcelain. Comfortable leather and 
fabric Chesterfield wing chairs invite sitting by the double, Early American milk glass lamp on 
the Federal side table - lovely and so inviting.  Maggie softened the room’s corners with a tall, 
slender, Queen Ann style, round plant stand that holds a glass vase of white calla lilies. No space 
is ignored in this clubby feeling space – even the overhead area over the door holds an original 
painting. 
 The master bedroom is an inviting retreat with a monochrome, paired down palette of 
furnishings and wall color.  The plush, velvet headboard, inset with piping, blends beautifully 
with the soft, Buffalo plaid print bed pillows and fringe trimmed fabric valence over pin dot 
sheers, adding polish and sophistication.  A floor lamp sits by the embroidered fabric wing chair 
next to ornate, French framed paintings from Maggie’s Aunt, Marguerite deAngeli, herself a 
famous children’s book author.  The upstairs loft is spectacular with the oversized ‘Yellow Lady’ 
painting - created by Art for one of Maggie’s show houses - over the red, blue and cream silk 



couch that is paired with a small, cream plaid wing chair.  A tufted leather ottoman, along with 
the full wall bookcase, creates a comfortable seating area.  Art’s office, painted in red, has an 
entire wall of his awards and paintings above the mocha, velvet couch and across from his work 
desk and paint area – perfect for relaxing.  
 The Taylor’s home is jaw-dropping spectacular that showcases Maggie’s interior design 
classic, elegant, refined and distinctive style, and Art’s artistic talent, by combining antiques, 
travel finds, family treasures and wit, to create a home that lives wonderfully easy and shows 
beautifully. Fabulous!  
 Design thought for November:  Good furniture can’t talk but it can make a statement. 
 This column is for your home decorating questions and to celebrate your own design 
solution.  Each month, Canal Walk residents may submit a decorating question and get a Design 

Solution in the Canal Walk Newsletter.  You can even be featured each month with a decorating 
solution that you’ve already accomplished.  Email me at bagelsandhoney@comcast.net for your 
Design Solution! 
                                                                                         Judy Gottlieb 

 
 

The Poetry Corner 
Kindness Soup 

By Noelani Musicaro 
  

Two large handfuls of Giving 
Two large ears of Listening 

One large mouthful of Kind Words 
One huge heart of Love 

Two large eyes of Seeing 
Two big feet of Staying Present 

One huge soul of Light 
Add several cupfuls of each:  

Strength, Respect, Compassion, Beauty 
Be generous with your measurements. 

Mix all ingredients and set out in the sun until glowing. 
Place gently into a Heart and keep stirring, 

Savoring the delicious aroma, flavor and feeling. 
Submitted by Joan Klimpl 

 
Recipes 
Kourabiedes (Greek Crescent Cookies) 
 
1 pound whipped sweet butter, at room temperature 
¾ cup confectioners’ sugar 
2 teaspoons vanilla extract 
2 tablespoons brandy 
4 ½ cups all-purpose flour 



Confectioners’ sugar for dusting 
1 cup finely chopped blanched almonds  
 
Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 
 Whip butter until white.  Slowly add confectioners’ sugar, vanilla extract and brandy.  
Gradually add flour, 1 cup at a time, and add chopped almonds.  Mix all the ingredients together.  
Shape into small crescents or balls and place on ungreased cookie sheets.  Bake for 20 minutes or 
until cookies are sand colored. 
 Sift confectioners’ sugar onto a large sheet of wax paper.  Upon removing cookies from 
oven, carefully place on sugar and sift additional sugar over tops and sides.  Cool thoroughly on 
racks before storing. 
 When serving, place cookie on colored paper cupcake cups. 
        Ronnie Bayer 
  

 
 
 
 
 

Theatrical Reviews 
 Gone Girl is a very popular novel, now available in paperback, with millions of copies 
sold. It has been made into a film and is currently playing in our area. 
Commercials advertising the film are seen every day and seemingly every hour on TV. It appears 
that the film, as the book has been, is destined to be a big hit.   
 Over the years Hollywood has often done a not very good job of bringing popular novels 
to the screen, creating thousands of disappointed readers who loved the books but felt the films 
they saw just not up to them. I suspect this will not be the case with this film. I say this not on the 
strength of my own judgment, since I didn't read the book, but that of my wife, who did read it 
and attests to the fidelity to the story and all its details contained in the film.  
 Maybe the explanation for this fact is that the best-selling novelist who penned the novel, 
Gillian Flynn, was also pegged by the studio to write the script. This was a wise decision, not 
often made by studios, with often dire results, but, in this case, a highly successful one. 
 The script crackles with menace, malice, suspense, and occasional complete plot-twist 
surprises, exactly as the book has been described. The direction was soundly in the hands of 
David Fincher, a proven master in the direction of suspense films such as Zodiac and The Girl 

With the Dragon Tattoo and with clever films like The Social Network and several episodes of 
Netflix's House of Cards. 
 The story is about a seemingly model couple, attractive, well educated, apparently well-
off and, just as apparently, greatly in love. They live in Missouri, having moved there from New 
York where they both previously were writers some two years before.  
 On their fifth anniversary the husband, played to perfection by Ben Affleck, returns home 
in the afternoon supposedly planning to take his wife to dinner, to find his wife not there, with 
evidence of some sort of struggle or uproar, including a smashed glass coffee table. Unable to 
contact her, he reports her apparent disappearance to the police who begin to investigate. As is 
normal in such cases, he immediately becomes the prime suspect. As evidence mounts up calling 
his credibility in question and as he fails to win over the residents of his town and the media at 



public appearances with his apparent equanimity in the face of his wife's ominous disappearance, 
suspicion grows that he is not the loving husband he previously seemed to be. If he's innocent of 
wrongdoing, he's clearly in the midst of a nightmare. 
 This film can't be categorized as a murder mystery because the mystery throughout most 
of it is whether there even was a murder. Information slowly and methodically comes to light 
casting doubt on the happy couple image of Nick and Amy Dunne and on the bona fides of both 
husband and wife. The clues appear in tantalizing fashion and are absorbed by viewers without 
telegraphing solution or resolution for most of the film. 
 The wife, marvelously played by Rosamund Pike, appears in flashbacks, often writing in 
her diary what, it becomes apparent, is her version of events. Incidentally, if you think you 
recognize Ms. Pike, but can't remember from where, she's the lovely English actress who played 
Sister Jane to Keira Knightly's Lizzie Bennett in the 2005 film, Pride and Prejudice. Whose 
version of what happened is the truth doesn't become clear until late in the film after a number of 
somewhat shocking plot twists and surprises, all cleverly crafted and presented. 
 Good performances are given by all, including Neil Patrick Harris, as a previous suitor of 
Amy's, Kim Dickens, as a smart and resolute detective investigating Amy's disappearance, 
giving Nick less and less the benefit of the doubt, and Carrie Coon, as Nick's twin sister. 
 
A major theme in the film is the gulf between appearance and reality and the fickleness of public 
opinion, formed, in large amount, on appearance. 
 
The film is long, 149 minutes, but I suspect few viewers would complain. It is rated R. 
 
                                                                                        Frank Catalina 
WANTED: 
Reviews of all kinds are wanted from the residents of Canal Walk! Please send your submission 
with your selection, your opinion of it, and any other information you feel is pertinent. Send to 
ecatalina2@verizon.net.                                    
 

Restaurant Reviews  
THE MANVILLE DINER 
  Now that life is back to normal after the new bridge construction, downtown 
Manville is back on track.  If you want to go back in time, a visit to the Manville Diner is a must.  
Located at 50 South Main Street and built in 1934, this classic, old-fashioned dining car 
architecture reminds one of days gone by.  Today, it may be considered “retro!”  Waitresses, 
Sandy, Christina and Diane, are always welcoming to hungry customers.  Christina is married to 
Tony, the cook, while Diane is married to one of the two owners, Peter Kontos.  George, his 
brother, is co-owner since 1989, and together they supply a weary traveler with some time tested 
favorites.  Try their chipped beef on toast for all you veterans out there who can well remember 
this memorable meal.  On the menu you can find their tender leaf stuffed cabbage and kielbasa, 
and on every Thursday the “just like mama used to make” homemade split pea soup will appeal 
to your palate.  The diner is open daily from 6 AM to 9 PM except Friday and Saturday when it 
stays open until 3 AM for all you party animals out there.  The prices are reasonable, and the 
Manville Diner provides a cozy, neighborhood atmosphere where everybody knows your name.  
Give it a try one day and see if you agree. 
 
STAN’S CHITCH’S PIZZERIA 



 Stan’s Chich’s Pizzeria is located at 14 Columbus Place in Bound Brook.  Now here is a 
place where the phrase, “Don’t judge a book by its cover,” really rings true.   Friends of ours 
heard about it and, according to the Somerset Yellow Pages and Business White Pages, the ad 
reads “Rated #1 Pizza in Central Jersey.” Curious to try it, we all piled into two cars on a very 
rainy night and off we went.  Myra, the waitress who has worked there for 41 years, told me the 
building was at least 85 years old and it well looks it.  The bar area is the first thing you see as 
you enter an old doorway, and the restaurant is on the left side of the room.  The thing you notice 
first is that there are no windows, only two doors that lead out to side streets.  The dim lighting 
and décor portray a time warp, making the room look its age.  Stanley Kurkowski is the current 
owner, and the unusual name of the establishment includes the former owner’s name as well.    
On the menu are the usual: spaghetti and meatballs, various sandwiches, chicken dishes, 
mozzarella sticks, hamburgers, chicken fingers and french fries.  However, it’s the pizza we all 
wanted to try.  Our waitress suggested we get at least three, and for the eight of us, she could 
have added one more.  The toppings varied from mushrooms and onions to garlic and tomato to 
meatballs and cheese.  We tried all three.  When the pizza arrived, it looked very appetizing.  
When we all dug in, all agreed that it was, indeed, correctly rated #1.  It’s thin, crispy crust was 
cooked to yummy perfection.  We all loved it.  If you wish to try this truly one of a kind pizza 
delight, you could either order a pizza for TAKE OUT, but if you want a truly unique (and I 
mean unique) dining pleasure, you can always eat in.  Just remember that this is a CASH ONLY 
restaurant, though there is an ATM machine in the bar area.  Their telephone number is 732-412-
6994.  Bon appetite!         
       Submitted by Nina Pesce 
        
 I am sure that many of you go out to dinner from time to time -We would like to hear 
from you so that we can pass on your good or not so good recommendations. Many of us come 
from all over New Jersey and others from out of state and do not know the area or where to dine 
- your input would be so very helpful. Please try to include the following: Name of Restaurant - 
Address - Telephone Number and Prices. Submit to Ellen Catalina at ecatalina2@verizon.net. 
      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Aquacise Club Summer Luncheon: Good Friends, Good Food and a Swimming Good Time  -  
Pat Giammarino 

 
What's Happening 
  
NJ  STATE THEATRE 



15 Livingston Avenue, New Brunswick – (732) 246-7469 
Nov 1                8 PM                        An Evening with Primus & The Chocolate Factory  
Nov 2                3 PM                        Marsalis “Well-Tempered” featuring The Chamber 
                                                           Orchestra of Philadelphia with Branford Marsalis 
Nov 6                8 PM                        Terry Bradshaw – America’s Favorite Dumb Blonde 
                                                           …A Life in Four Quarters 
Nov 7                8 PM                        Rhythm of the Dance – Presented by Chinese 
                                                           Cultural Arts Association 
Nov 8                8 PM                        New Jersey Symphony Orchestra – Classic Vienna: 
                                                           Mozart, Strauss Jr.& Schubert 
Nov 9                7 PM                        Engelbert Humperdinck 
Nov 13              8 PM                        Ace Frehley 
Nov 14 &        8 PM                          Cirque Peking – The National Acrobats of the 
Nov 15       2 & 8 PM                                              People’s Republic of China 
Nov 16              3 PM                        Moscow State Symphony Orchestra 
Nov 18              8 PM                        Trace Adkins 
Nov 19              8 PM                        Buddy Guy 
Nov 20              8 PM                        Dancing Pros Live 
Nov 21              8 PM                        Air Supply 
Nov 22              8 PM                        The Fab Faux 
Nov 28 &   1 & 4 PM                        Disney Live! Mickey’s Music Festival –  
Nov 29   11 AM & 2 PM                   Presented by Feld Entertainment 
Nov 30              3 PM                        New Jersey Symphony Orchestra – Chopin Piano 
                                                           Concerto No. 1                                
                                                                                    
HUNTERDON HILLS PLAYHOUSE (Dinner Show) 
88 Route 173 West, Hampton – (800) 447-7313 
Nov 1 – Dec 21                                 A Playhouse Christmas 2014  
(Matinees: Mon – Sat 11:30 AM & Sun 3 PM; Evenings: Sat 6:30 PM)                                       
         
VILLAGERS THEATRE 
415 DeMott Lane, Somerset – (732) 873-2710 
Nov 18 – Dec 14                                The Fabulous Lipitones 
(Fri & Sat 8 PM; Sun 3 PM)        
 
GEORGE STREET PLAYHOUSE 
9 Livingston Avenue, New Brunswick – (732) 246-7717 
Oct 7 – Nov 2                                     Outside Mullingar 
Nov 7 – 23                                          Hair                                
(Tue – Sat 8 PM; Sun 7 PM; Matinees: Sat & Sun 2 PM)                    
 
CIRCLE PLAYERS 
416 Victoria Avenue, Piscataway – (732) 968-7555 
Nov 14 – 30                                        Almost, Maine   
(Fri & Sat 8 PM; Sun 3 PM) 
 



PAPER MILL PLAYHOUSE 
Brookside Drive, Millburn – (973) 376-4343 
Nov 26 – Jan 1                                    Elf 
(Evenings: Wed &Thu 7:30 PM; Fri & Sat 8 PM; Sun 7 PM; Matinees: Tue, Sat & Sun  
1:30 PM) 
 
RARITAN VALLEY COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
State Route 28 & Lamington Road, North Branch – (908) 725-3420 
Nov 1                 7 PM                         Slapstick Sonata 
Nov 9                 3 PM                         10 Hairy Legs 
Nov 12    10 AM & 12:30 PM            We the People 
Nov 15        1 & 3:30 PM                    Manxmouse: The Mouse Who Knew No Fear 
Nov 23               2 PM                         Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer 
Nov 29               8 PM                         Tribute to Motown Super Groups      
 
THE SUMMIT PLAYHOUSE 
10 New England Avenue, Summit – (908) 724-3420 
Nov 7 – 23                                            Good People 
(Fri & Sat 8 PM; Sun 2 PM)                                      
 
MASON GROSS SCHOOL OF PERFORMING ARTS 
85 George Street, New Brunswick – (732) 932-7511 
Nicholas Music Center 
Nov 2                7:30 PM                     Rutgers Symphony Orchestra 
Nov 7                7:30 PM                     Rutgers Chamber Winds 
Nov 8                7:30 PM                     Faculty Recital 
Nov 14              7:30 PM                     Opera at Rutgers Presents The Three Penny Opera 
Nov 16              7:30 PM                     Brass Bash 
Nov 17              7:30 PM                     Rutgers Sinfonia 
Nov 21              7:30 PM                     Rutgers Brass Ensemble 
Nov 22              7:30 PM                     Rutgers Percussion Ensemble 
Nov 23                   2 PM                     HELIX! New Music Ensemble                                                  
Philip J. Levin Theater 
Oct 31 – Nov 9                                    Love and Intrigue  
(Tue – Sat 7:30 PM; Sun 2 PM)                          
Kirkpatrick Chapel  
Nov 1               7:30 PM                      Kirkpatrick Choir 
Voorhees Chapel 
Nov 11            7:30 PM                       Rutgers Baroque Players 
Victoria J. Mastrobuono Theatre 
Oct 24 – Nov 2                                      A Woman of No Importance 
(Tue – Sat 7:30 PM; Sun 2 PM)                                                           
 
McCARTER THEATRE CENTER 
91 University Place, Princeton – (609) 258-6500 
Matthew Theatre 



Nov 1 & 2                                             The Understudy 
(Sat 3 & 8 PM; Sun 2 PM) 
Nov 5                    8 PM                       Martha Graham Dance Company 
Nov 6               7:30 PM                       Roseanne Cash 
Nov 7                    8 PM                       Jeremy Denk 
Nov 14 – 16                                          Triangle Show 
(Fri 8 PM; Sat 3 & 8 PM; Sun 2 PM) 
Nov 17             7:30 PM                       Randy Newman 
Nov 18             7:30 PM                       San Francisco Symphony 
Nov 19             7:30 PM                       Chris Botti 
Nov 21                  8 PM                       The Doo Wop Project 
Nov 26 – 29                                          The Nutcracker 
(Wed 7 PM; Fri & Sat 1 & 4:30 PM)                              
Berlind Theatre 
Nov 29                  8 PM                       Hersch & Lage 
                                                      
SOMERSET VALLEY PLAYHOUSE 
689 Amwell Road (Route 514), Hillsborough – (908) 369-7469 
Oct 24 – Nov 9                                   Footloose       
(Fri & Sat 8 PM; Sun 2 PM) 
                       
THE OFF-BROADSTREET THEATRE 
5 Greenwood Avenue, Hopewell – (609) 466-2766  
Nov 13 – 23                                 Oliver 
(Fri & Sat 8 PM; Sun 3 PM)                     
                         
PLAINFIELD SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
Crescent Avenue Presbyterian Church, Plainfield- (908) 561-5140 
Nov 22              7 PM                   Tone:  Poems of Richard Strauss, Soloist Allen Yueh,  
                                                     Conductor Charles Prince               
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