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FROM THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 As more and more residences in Reserve North and the Enclave are occupied, we 
welcome our new residents.  Summer is here, the pools have been opened and the winter 
weather is long gone.  As I’m writing this Newsletter early in May for June publication, 
one important event last month was the April Open Board meeting; a meeting which was 
well attended and well received.  I will highlight, below, some of the pertinent items 
discussed for those of you who were unable to attend. 
FINANCES 
 As was reported during the Open Meeting, and as the copy of the HOA 2014 
financial audit distributed last month indicated, we are in excellent financial shape.  Our 
accounting firm, Wilken & Guttenplan, P.C., Certified Public Accountants & 
Consultants, one of New Jersey's top 20 accounting firms as recognized by NJBiz 
magazine, audits the HOA’s year-end financials and states it meets ‘the Generally 
Accepted Auditing Standards (GAAS)’, the accounting phrase used to describe what us 
lay folks would call “perfect.”  We started the year with a total of over $4.2 million 
(including Operating, Membership and Reserve funds) and ended the year with almost 
$4.6 million.  Our Reserves are fully funded and up to date.  We have a surplus of 
$195,000 from past years which we are holding as a contingency for Transition expenses.   
 If there are any questions regarding this or any community related topics, please 
ask any of our Board members or Tom Merklinger, our Community Manager.  We would 
be pleased to answer and discuss them personally. 
 As we have noted in the past, our major service and vendor contracts are multi-
year and as such, we look forward to a continually balanced budget and continuity of our 
maintenance fees.  
 There has been some concern expressed regarding our finances after Transition.  
Our HOA has been financially self-sufficient since we retained majority control of the 
Board.  Our income and expenses, as indicated above, are stable.  The builder participates 
in a manner similar to residents; by paying maintenance fees for lots not yet built or sold, 
based upon his share of HOA expenses (Benefits Derived).  The builder’s contribution is 
replaced by homeowner maintenance fees as properties are sold and occupied.  
TRANSITION 
 We are progressing with Transition.  For those new HOA members and residents, 
Transition is the process where the builder (sponsor) transfers ownership of common 
property to the HOA.  We are then responsible for upkeep, maintenance and replacement 
of these areas.  The steps we are following are: 1. Perform detailed engineering 
inspections to ensure transition areas are complete and agree with the design and 
architectural specifications, 2. Review engineering reports with sponsor, 3. Negotiate 
responsibility for any remediation and costs.  The community was divided into several 
stages based upon the chronology of construction.   
Our current status:  



 Stage 1: Clubhouse, parking lot and surrounding areas.  We have identified 
problem areas with the moisture damage to the Clubhouse exterior and have submitted 
our reports to the sponsor.  By the time this article is published, we expect to have met 
with the sponsor and their engineers and have a remediation plan for the Clubhouse.  At 
the time of this writing, the Clubhouse parking lot was expected to be repaved and 
completed in May. 
  Phase 2: Predominantly comprising the bicycle paths, Detention Basins, Pump 
Stations and Gate House.  The engineering report has been completed and provided to the 
sponsor.  We have identified many construction issues and/or deviations from the 
architectural plans which were created prior to construction.  A meeting with the sponsor 
is scheduled for late May or early June.  
 Phase 3: Freedom Clubhouse, streets and roads where building has been 
completed.  Engineering work has been completed; report in progress with submission to 
builder expected in June and meeting expected to follow. 
 Phase 4: Remaining roads and streets, exclusive of Reserve North. Engineering 
work has been delayed as a result of street paving schedule from builder. 
 Our plan for negotiations with the builder, and as most issues have been 
construction not in compliance with the building and architectural plans, will be to have 
the majority of costs borne by the sponsor and have the HOA pay as little as possible.  
Obviously, while legal action can be pursued, it would be costly and delay any potential 
settlement.  

LAWN AND PROPERTY CARE 

 LMS, our landscape service company, began spring cleanup in May.  This 
entailed review and repair of lawn damage due to winter snow, leaf removal and 
collection, spring application of pre-emergence weed killer and grass fertilization.  This 
service is the first of four treatments along with mulch to common areas, grass cutting 
and edging along sidewalks and builder’s mulch beds, and comprise our standard lawn 
care contract with LMS.  The second treatment consists of liquid application of fertilizer 
and Trimec, for broadleaf and dandelion control.  This second application was scheduled 
for the mid-May. The third application scheduled for July will consist of granular 
fertilizer and insect/grub control.  The fourth and final application in October will be 
another broadleaf control and fertilization.  Additional services, if required, will be spot 
spraying in July for Nutsedge and lime application and over seeding of common areas in 
the fall.  

 Please be aware that these and only these services are part of our contract with 
LMS, and the services the HOA will provide for common areas and resident’s lawns. Due 
to budgetary restrictions, individualized lawn care cannot be provided.  It is the 
expectation of the HOA that residents are responsible for plants and shrubs around house 
foundations, specific issues to their own lawns, such as bare spots, spot weeds, root 
damaged areas, etc.  

 Outside of our standard contract, we will contract LMS to perform any necessary 
service for community wide issues as in the past, i.e., fungus treatment.  Common area 
issues should be brought to the attention of Tom Merklinger who will determine priority 
and any schedule to repair.  From time to time, we may offer optional services such as 
thatching and aeration on a fee paid basis for residents. 



 Our consultation with both LMS and Rutgers Agricultural Cooperative 
highlighted the importance of proper watering.  Overwatering is detrimental to healthy 
turf.  Contrary to our intuition, less water is better than more, and results in grasses 
building longer, stronger and healthier root system and a better lawn.  Coordinating 
watering with your neighbors will prevent overwatering in areas that overlap.  To follow 
their recommendations, we will use our OneCall system to advise residents in adjusting 
watering schedules as the weather dictates. 

POOL ACTIVITIES 
 Our outdoor pools were opened on Memorial Day with our Veterans Club 
Ceremony and Picnic.  As you have seen, we have added a considerable amount of pool 
furniture this season for both the Clubhouse and Freedom pools.  These additions include 
new chaise lounges, umbrellas, tables, both large and small, and lots of additional chairs.   
 With the growth of Canal Walk’s population, we will be enforcing the current 
pool rules as published in our Rules and Regulations, specifically to discourage the 
reserving of chair/chaise/tables by leaving books, towels or other personal item 
unattended for extended periods of time.  Lifeguard or residents can remove such items 
after a reasonable amount of time. 
SAFETY 
 We continually stress road safety in our community.  There are residents speeding 
and passing through stop signs without as much as slight pressure on their brake pedal.  
We have addressed the one stop sign on Canal Walk Blvd. which was partially obstructed 
by a Bike Path sign.  Other than that, there is no reason residents should NOT stop at stop 
signs.  REMEMBER: IT’S YOUR NEIGHBORS WHO ARE AT RISK BY 
THOUGHTLESS DRIVERS.  THINK SAFETY. 
CENSUS FORMS 
 All residents have received a Census form to be completed and returned to the 
Office.  This is a state requirement for all adult communities.  If you haven’t yet returned 
the Census form to the office, PLEASE DO IT IMMEDIATELY. 
ANNUAL MEETING 
 Our Annual Meeting is scheduled for October 29, 2015.  This will be the date for 
the election of two Board members and approval of our 2016 Operating Budget.  Be sure 
to mark your calendars for this important meeting. 
   Jim Lyttle, Bob Rossomando, Nick Iorio and Bernie Worst 

 
Canal Walk Reservation Policy 

• Sign-ups are required for most events at Canal Walk (unless otherwise stated). 

• Each community sponsored event requires sign-ups and prepayment with check 
payable to C.W.H.O.A.A.F. 

• Residents at Canal Walk will have first opportunity to reserve a space for an 
event. 

• Events will be open to guests providing that the event has not been sold out.  
Notice will be given when the event is open to guests. 

• As always, each event is first come, first served. 
Canal Walk Refund Policy 
Refunds will ONLY be given under the following circumstances: 

• The resident is hospitalized. 



• There is a death in the immediate family. 

• Canal Walk Activities Director finds it possible to resell the ticket or bus seat. 

• The event is cancelled by Canal Walk. 

 
FROM THE ENCLAVE BOARD 
 “June is busting out all over.” Happily this is true more than ever this year after 
those terrible winter months. 
 We hope our May community meeting was informative and that those who did 
not make it will make a special effort to attend our next one on September 24th.  It is very 
helpful to everyone in our little community (though not so little, come to think of it, as it 
was when we began this Newsletter several months ago) that we all participate as much  
we can by attending the meeting and hearing about updates and perhaps answers to 
question we  wanted to ask but never got to.  We make every effort to respond to your 
concerns, and if we do not have the answer right away, do the research and get back to 
you as soon as we can. 
 We had a very lovely and successful “Meet and Greet” with our townhouse 
residents. We hope to meet all of you again along with those who could not attend or 
moved in after the get together. 
 We have been fortunate that all seems to be well at the moment: the elevators 
work, the trash compactor is being used properly and recycling regulations are being 
followed.  Other possible mishaps are taken care of as quickly as possible. We only have 
our property manager one day a week, and so we do occasionally struggle a bit. At the 
time of this writing our “spring cleaning” is being planned and implemented; windows, 
floors, landscaping, etc., so hopefully everything is complete now. The Verizon FIOS 
upgrade in the Astor, Bristol, Chatham and Drake was completed in May, and this now 
brings those buildings up to par with the rest of the Enclave. 
 In the May Newsletter we discussed the hiring of Premier employees for private 
work in a homeowner’s unit. We would like to clarify that employees, like Cito, may do 
handyman types of tasks (only after 4 PM), as long as it does not require a licensed 
professional such as an electrician or plumber. We anticipate your cooperation and thank 
you. 
 We have completed all the necessary action steps we can take to ensure the police 
and EMS personnel have maps of the Enclave streets. Verbal communications and 
written correspondence have outlined what they need to locate a unit and we expect no 
further issues. 
 Did you see the Pool Hours announced in the May newsletter?  We hope you 
enjoy the summer of sun and fun and take advantage of the amenities in our Clubhouses. 
 
IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS: 
ASSOCIATION ADVISORS 
NON-EMERGENCY  732-294-8882 
EMERGENCY   888-295-4617 
      Bernadette Lombardo and Brigid Brown 

             

Activities & Announcements 
 



TRACEY’S TIDBITS 
 Thanks to all of you who took the time to comment on our new format for the 
calendar.  We needed to make some minor changes to properly reflect dates and times of 
activities.  I greatly appreciate your input and patience through this process. 
 Please be reminded that if you do not have a specific room reservation submitted 
and approved by the Board of Directors, then anyone is able to use the room you are in.  
It is understandable that, for years, you may have been playing cards with a group of 
friends on a regular basis and you wouldn’t think a reservation is required.  With the 
expansion of the community, we are beginning to encounter conflicts between approved 
room reservations and non-approved reservations.  I strongly urge all of you who do not 
see your activity on our master list to please come in and speak with me so we are able to 
avoid any conflict. In the event you encounter a problem with not being able to work out 
a way to resolve a conflict, please come to the Office, and I will make every effort to 
accommodate the needs of all parties involved.  The Board does not wish any residents to 
engage other residents in a way that either party feels uncomfortable. I am certain we can 
reach a conclusion amenable to all. 
 Hope you are enjoying the summer that never seemed to arrive! 
 Best wishes, 
     Tracey M. Allen, CMCA, AMS   

 
ATTENTION VOTERS 
 Notice for all Canal Walk residents who are registered to vote. The voting will 
NOT take place at the firehouse, but will be in Zarephath. Tuesday, June 2, is the Primary 
Election. When you receive your sample ballots, please note the change in voting venue.  
Thank you.  
   Dan Glicklich, Somerset County Election Commissioner 

 
 
In The Beginning…(Cont’d) 
       TRIPS AND PARTIES COMMITTEE 

In the beginning of the “Trips and Parties Committee,” there weren’t any slush 
funds available, so we quickly learned that we had to be dependent on the profits from 
our parties.  These funds were used to begin some New York City events which were run 
successfully every year. 

Parties were held on Valentine’s Day; St. Patrick’s Day; Oktoberfest (genuine 
German bands); and picnics on 4th of July and Labor Day.  We also ran monthly trips to 
Atlantic City and “on your own” trips to NY.   Our neighbors joined in the fun which 
made each event successful. Horseraces were and still are very popular.  

The New York Dinner Theater did shows in the Clubhouse - “Godfather’s 
Messhuggener Wedding”; “Joey Armenio & Family”; and 50s music shows and music 
from Broadway. 

We raised enough money through sponsoring these trips and parties and were able 
to purchase dishes, silverware, glassware and the bar.  These purchases helped to cut the 
cost of renting place-settings for our dinner parties. 

Eventually, the Committee branched into a Trip Committee and a Parties 
Committee that continues to keep our “Active” community “Active.” 



Our Committee worked hard as had all the others In the Beginning, and those 
people who picked up where we left off continue to bring lots of fun and happiness to 
Canal Walkers. 
      Submitted by Marion Zotti 

 
GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS 
 At their April meeting, the Franklin Township Planning Board passed a sight 
approval resolution permitting Summerfield@Franklin to construct a shopping center on 
the corner of Schoolhouse Road and Randolph Road. The Summerfield project was 
approved in 2005 as part of a planned community, with a requirement that commercial 
space be provided. The developer proposes to build two retail/commercial buildings. At 
this time, there is no information on the types of units which will be constructed.  
 The 2015 Primary Election date is Tuesday, June 2nd. The polling location for 
Canal Walk is changed to ZAREPHATH CHRISTIAN CHURCH, Children’s Ministry 
Center, 595 Weston Canal Road. We are in Ward 2, Districts 11 and 12. If you are a 
registered voter who has declared your party affiliation, you will be eligible to vote in the 
Primary. If you are a registered voter with no affiliation, (not a registered Democrat or 
Republican) you may declare a party and vote. Whichever party one casts their ballot for 
becomes their registered party. 
        Jim Heffernan 

 
 
CANAL WALK RESIDENT REFERRAL PROGRAM EXTENDED TO INCLUDE 
GATEWAY AT ROYCE BROOK IN HILLSBOROUGH 
 With the help of our Canal Walk residents, sales at the ENCLAVE and 
RESERVE have exceeded even our most optimistic projections. 
 As a token of our appreciation, Canal Walk residents who have introduced family 
and friends to our community have received American Express gift cards of $ 2,500 for 
each referral. These cards can be used anywhere the American Express card is accepted. 
Premier Development has just opened its newest community in Hillsborough and is 
extending the Canal Walk Referral Program to include residents at Canal Walk who refer 
their friends or family to Gateway at Royce Brook, an upscale single family community 
for residents aged 55+, featuring homes similar to the Reserve homes. 
 The referral program is simple and easy to qualify for. Introduce and sign-in a 
family member or friend at our sales office or Gateway at Royce Brook Sales Office. 
If that introduction results in a home sale, a gift card with a value of $ 2,500 will be 
presented to you after the home sale closes. 
 Gift cards can be picked up at the Canal Walk sales office after your referral has 
closed. We appreciate the efforts of all our residents who have successfully participated 
and look forward to meeting more of your family and friends in the coming months. 
Every referral from one of our home owners helps to build a stronger and more unified 
community environment. Family and friends make great neighbors! 
 With our sincere thanks and hoping for continued success, 
   Canal Walk Sales Staff: Betsy, Abby, Marty and George 

 

POOL COMMITTEE 



 The Pool Committee welcomes you back! The pools will be opened officially on 
May 23. There have been some improvements that you will notice (and some that you 
may not notice). You will find all of the pool furniture scrubbed and additional furniture 
has been provided. Longer ladders are being installed for your comfort and safety. 
 The committee is also concerned about food and debris that is left around the 
pool. It is a privilege to be able to eat and entertain at the pool, but remember others will 
be there too, so please clean up after yourselves. 
 Reminder: At Freedom Pool there is a limit of 20 people at any given time and the 
pool is for Residents ONLY. 
  Reminder: You will be responsible to show your pool pass at all three pools this 
summer. This includes the indoor pool when a lifeguard is present. If you do not have a 
pool pass, you will need to purchase one in the Office. 
 Before you come to the pool, it would be a good idea to review the rules. They 
can be found in your “Rules and Regulations” that are given to all residents. 
 Some of the more important pool rules have been listed below. 

• Homeowners, residents and their guests must sign in. 

• A resident is required to stay with their guests. 

• Each household may have no more than four (4) guests. 

• Pool membership identification for residents and guests is required. 

• You must be 18 years or older to use the whirlpool. 

• Tubes, rafts, balls, pool toys, etc. are not permitted in the pool area. 

• Pool furniture may not be reserved. 

• Light refreshments/snacks are permitted. 

• Lap lanes are for lap swimmers over (eighteen) years old. 

• Residents and guests are subject to the Canal Walk Rules and Regulations. 

 Violators are subject to suspension of pool privileges. 
   Submitted by Dan Glicklich and Kay Bellina 

CLUBHOUSE ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE 
 Okay folks, how did he do it?  Kirsch performed some very interesting feats that 
still have us wondering just how he was able to solve these tricks.  Four male guests were 
selected from the audience, each given a pad and pencil, and asked to draw anything they 
wanted.  Kirsch was able to describe what each man drew, then match the sketch with the 
artist. AMAZING! He then went on to guess what three people were holding in their 
hand while being blindfolded. I, like most women, can make money disappear in an 
instant, without much practice, so maybe this is a new career for the ladies.  
  The Kootz Band is scheduled to entertain Canal Walk on Friday, May 15th.  Their 
advertisement states they're a Rock 'n Roll group with fiber.  They always put on an 
excellent show with songs old and new. Dancing in the aisle is encouraged. The price is 
$15 which includes light refreshments.  Flyers are available in the Lobby.      
   The Patio Potluck event will be held on August 7th.  
           Joan Klimpl  

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
YOUNG AT HEART 
 We will finish off our great season with our June meeting.  The meeting will be 
held on Wednesday, June 10th, at 11 AM.  We will have a brief meeting in the 

Arts and Crafts Room, and then we have reserved the Gazebo for a club picnic.  We will 
have the picnic indoors in the Arts and Crafts Room in case of inclement weather. 
            We will be discussing and making final arrangements for our lovely trip to the 
Thimble Islands in Connecticut on June 24th.   If you are going on that trip, please bring 
with you Emergency Contact Name and Phone number in the event of any emergency.  
We will also be discussing our Germanfest trip in October and our Holiday Lights trip in 
December. 
            We wish everyone a wonderful summer; we will not be meeting in July and 
August.  We have a wonderful treat for our September 
meeting.                                                                  

        Joanne Polito, Jule Graham 

 
 
  

CANAL WALK MEN’S CLUB SUMMER FOOD DRIVE 
 TO THE ENTIRE CANAL WALK COMMUNITY 
 On July 13, between 5:00 and 6:30 PM, the CW Men’s Club Summer Food Drive 
will be conducted.  Your help is needed.  The Franklin Township Food Bank van will be 
at the Clubhouse to accept your donations.  Pastas, cereals, canned goods of any kind 
(fruits, vegetables and meats) are needed.  In lieu of the non-perishable goods, cash 
donations are welcomed.  Checks should be made out to Franklin Township Food Bank 
and placed in an envelope.  These will be collected by a member of the Canal Walk 
Men’s Club together with the food items.   
 Thank you for your anticipated generosity and support. 
  

        Canal Walk Men’s Club 

 
CANAL WALK WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY  
 There will be no Bible Study meeting on Tuesday, June 9th, as the group makes its 
annual trek to Sight and Sound Theater near Lancaster, PA.  In June, they will be 
presenting the show “Joseph.”  Much more than just a “Technicolor Dreamcoat,” this 



musical/drama truly presents the incredible Bible telling of how God can take an 
obviously terrible situation and turn it to good.  The Good News is that He still does that 
today! 
 On the other Tuesdays in June, we will actually be studying the Biblical account 
of this story.  Please join us any time as we delve into God’s Word in the Club Room 
from 4:00 to 5:00 PM.  If you have any questions about the group, please contact either 
Gail Tornquist at g.tornquist@comcast.net, 732-560-7246 or Mimi Eachus at 
mpfaadt@eathlink.net, 732-356-8212.   
      Submitted by Gail Tornquist 

  

BOWLING 
          With the bowling season coming to an end on May 4th, we can’t believe how fast 
our season went.  I hope that everyone enjoyed the time that we spent together. 
          We had a very good month of April with our bowling family bowling 200 games.  
They are the following: 
 Since there was no bowling on April 6th, we started the month of April on the 13th with 
Mike Palmieri bowling a 259, 213 and a 248.  Also on April 13th, we had a new member 
join our bowling family, Jeff Volker.  I hope that you will continue to bowl with us in our 
2015/2016 bowling season.  
         On April 20th, Jeff Volker bowled a 202 and a 209; Marc Zwicker bowled a 205 
and Mike Palmieri bowled a 242, 256 and a 225. 
        On April 27th, Bill McGill bowled a 203, and Mike Palmieri bowled a 216 and a 
257. 
        On May 4th, our last day of bowling, we tried something different.  It is called “NO 
TAP,” where all you need to do is knock down nine pins on the first ball, and that would 
count as a strike.   If you didn’t get nine pins, then you would need to throw a second 
ball.  It sounds a lot easier than it was. It was a lot of fun to do on the last day, as you can 
see from the (unofficial) high scores that have been recorded by all of us.  They are the 
following: 
Bill McGill, 203; Charlie Adams; 212, Dick Rogge, 203; Judy Mueller, 230; Mike 
Palmieri, 241 and 226; Nina Perzi, 201 and Sal Saladini bowled a 237, 217 and a 226. 
        On May 6th, we had our bowling luncheon at Jozanna’s Restaurant in Middlesex, 
New Jersey, right on Lincoln Blvd.  We had a delicious meal, and the owner, Frank, 
serenaded us with his operatic voice.  It was a great way to end our bowling season. 
           I would now like to thank Michael Klein for all the hard work he does for us in 
figuring out our averages and handicaps for us every week.  We all appreciate your 
personal time that you spend doing this for us. 
         Our start-up for next season is on Monday, September 7th, at 12 noon at Strike ‘N 
Spare.  The cost for bowling has gone up to $8.   
          Wishing everyone a wonderful summer, and hoping to see you all back in top 
bowling shape in September. 
                                                                                                   Joanne Perzi 

  
 
AN EMAIL GOOGLE GROUP HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED  
 This is an email discussion group whereby we can share information, using our 



own group email address.  Currently, more than 400 residents are participating in the 
group.  It has proved to be an efficient method for sharing information pertinent to the 
community.  While having a gmail email account is suggested, but not required, it does 
allow group members to view and search past postings. 
The purpose of this group is:  
 

• To share and receive references or information about vendors, e.g., "I'm looking 
for someone to fix...;" "Does anyone know of a good dentist, dressmaker, plumber, etc." 

• To sell, purchase, or borrow items, e.g. "I have a ticket for.... and would like to 
sell it;" “Can anyone lend me a baby car seat for the weekend, etc.” 

• To discuss common issues with our personal property in order to seek other's 
opinions and share possible solutions. 
The Group is: 

• NOT a public group (It is for Canal Walk residents only) 

• NOT for commercial or political purposes 

• NOT a vehicle for personal property complaints nor is it to be used to disparage 
any individual or business 

• NOT to be used as a soap box or a vehicle to "vent" about the Board, the HOA, or 
the builder. 
If you are not yet a member and would like to join the Canal Walk Google Group, send 
an email requesting membership to: canalwalk.group@gmail.com 
For more information or questions, please call Chickie Siegel (732-271-5266), Elaine 
Whelan (732-560-0140), or Evelyn Silverstein (732-650-8099). 
  Submitted by:  Chickie Siegel, Evelyn Silverstein, Elaine Whelan 

 

                                                                                                                                             
     
 
ITCH'N' TO STITCH 
       Mark your calendar.  Saturday, June 27, from 1 to 5, is the date set for our 1st 
Annual Sew and Sell in the Arts and Crafts Room.  Beautiful handcrafted needlework 
will be on display as well as many items for sale including a mat cutter, needlepoint 
canvas, craft supplies, frames and handmade articles, including the adorable bears we 
donate to St. Peter's Children's  Hospital for seriously ill children. 
           Our Bare Ladies (oops, typo) Bear Ladies have been knitting and crocheting these 
adorable bears that we give away each month for the past 8 years.  While this is a labor of 
love, it has become quite costly to keep up with the demand to make these little critters.  
With this in mind, we will have a Sew and Sell, not to be confused with Show and Tell, 
to benefit this project.  See the Clubhouse for flyers. 
      We meet each Thursday in the Arts and Crafts Room at 1 PM.  Call Gloria at 732 
537 9160 for more information. 
        Gloria Sipos 

  
TRIPS 
June 2 – An American in Paris...................Depart CW - 3:00 PM – SOLD OUT 
June 23 - Something Rotten........................Depart CW - 3:00 PM  



      (this show is replacing Dr. Zhivago which closed on Sunday, May 10) 
June 24 – Yankees vs Phillies.....................Depart CW 11:00 AM – SOLD OUT 
July 7 – Shania Twain  
Prudential Center.........................................Depart CW - 6:00 PM 
July 21 – An American in Paris – 2nd show added   
Broadway…………………………………..Depart CW 3:00 PM 
Wicked……………………………………..Depart CW 3:00 PM 
Kinky Boots…...............................................Depart CW 3:00 PM  
July 23 – Yankees vs Orioles…………….. Depart CW 11:00 AM 
August 4 – Broadway show to be announced. 
August 5 – Yankees vs Red Sox…………. Depart CW 4:00 PM  
 LIMITED SEATING SO DO NOT WAIT!!!! 
 For Ocean Grove concerts on Saturday nights, we are still awaiting their schedule 
so stay tuned through flyers, the website and the TV!! 
Fall Trips: 
  Jets football games are in the process of being scheduled.  NJ Devil tickets will 
also be purchased.  Stay posted through flyers, the website and TV! 
  Have a great summer!  Please do not delay in signing up for events you want to 
see. Due to the slow sign ups, we will begin to post deadlines for sign- ups so that we 
know how many tickets to purchase. Stay safe! 
  Best regards, 
      Bill Corson and Tracey Allen 
 
HADASSAH 
 It’s June, graduation month for so many of our grandchildren, nieces and 
nephews.  It is a busy month, too, with recitals and games to attend.  We are now 
enjoying the happy, warm days we looked forward to just two months ago.  Canal Walk 
Hadassah has plans for our members and guests in the coming days.  On Tuesday, June 9, 
at 7:30 PM, we will present a Meet and Greet Ice Cream Social in the Ballroom.  It is an 
opportunity for new members to get to know each other and meet those of us who have 
been around awhile. 
         Join us for a theater party at the Villagers in Somerset on June 7 at 2:00 PM for 
Thoroughly Modern Millie.  Tickets are $15 each, and you can contact Sue Nacson at 
732-564-1296 to attend this high-spirited, fun musical. 
         A special day trip to the Culinary Institute will take place on Thursday, June 18.  
Join us for a gourmet luncheon at the Ristorante Caterina de’Medici and a tour of this 
grand Tuscan-style villa in the Hudson Valley. A visit to the gourmet gift store and 
bakery round out the early afternoon.  Weather permitting, we will also get a chance to 
view the grounds at Val Kil, Eleanor Roosevelt’s home where a National Park Service 
officer will talk to us about the house.  Look for the flyer, or contact Rita Levy or Judy 
Goldberg to participate. 
           The warm summer days ahead will be the setting for our annual Pizza Party on 
Tuesday, July 14, and our summer Luncheon/Card Party on Tuesday, August 11.  Look 
for flyers in the Clubhouse for these events.  Everyone is welcome. 
          Don’t forget to buy ShopRite certificates in denominations of $25, $50 and $100. 
They are available at meetings, or by contacting Evelyn Lasky at 732-356-3593 or Janet 



Kliger at 732-469-6330.  We support amazing medical care and research advancements 
as well as youth programs and women’s health education with the funds raised by your 
involvement in these events.  Thank you for your support. 
    Edna Stone, Communications Committee  

 
 
TEXAS HOLD’EM 
 Our quarterly tournament was held on Saturday, April 18th. 32 residents 
participated. 
 Congratulation to the following winners: 
  1st place   Andre Buldo 
  2nd place   Jack  Dagnese 
  3rd place   Mark Zwicker 
  4th place   Tony Anderson 
  5th place   Vince Fenimore 
   We welcome all new players. Residents only. 

         Carlo Melia 

QUILTERS  
 At the May meeting, Gail Daly presented a program on “slow quilting,” a great 
approach for those who have difficulty finding time to quilt. We also worked on blocks 
for this year’s community quilt, which is a quilt all of the quilters make blocks for. It is 
then donated to a worthy cause. 
 Our June meetings will be the 8th and 22nd. Both are Mondays, and both start at 
1:00 in the Freedom Clubhouse. On the 8th we will have a program on string quilts and 
managing the ever growing pile of scraps we all seem to accumulate. The 22nd we are 
planning a pot luck luncheon and quilt sharing to end the year. We will not meet during 
July and August, but you will still find us working on quilts. 
 New quilters of all levels are always welcome. 
 Happy Stitching,  
          Sue Watt 

  
ACTING UP 
 Acting UP-- where characters are welcome.  Canal Walk residents gather the first 
Tuesday of each month to read short scripts from plays, radio/TV shows and 
melodramas.  We have a few laughs and contemplate the wonders of the amateur acting 
world. No previous stage experience is needed to join, just an open mind and a wish to 
have fun. In fact, most of us have never been on a formal performance stage before 
joining Acting UP but have overcome great fears to entertain our Canal Walk neighbors.  
Join us in the new Freedom Clubhouse at 7:30 PM.  
 NOTE Meeting Change for June:  Due to the Town Elections on Tuesday June 2, 
Acting UP will meet on Wednesday June 3, 7:30 in the Clubhouse Ballroom. 
  (regular schedule of meetings will resume on Tuesday, July 7) 
 For information contact: Bruce Davidson or Marion Yudow 
         Bruce Davidson 



           
SUNDAY CINEMA HOSTS THE 
PRESIDENT'S MEN 
           Sunday Cinema presented the 
1976 Academy Award winning film, All 

the President's Men, starring Robert 
Redford (executive producer) and Dustin 
Hoffman, in the movie adaption of The 
Washington Post's journalists Bob 
Woodward and Carl Bernstein best-
selling account of their Watergate 
investigation into the botched 1972 
burglary of Democratic Party 
headquarters which ultimately led to the resignation of President Richard Nixon. Retired 
Rutgers University Professor, Margo Persin, expertly led an intensive review of the story, 
actors, cinematography, history and its impact on present day news and politics, to hugely 
responsive Canal Walk attendees on April 26. After the lively discussion, gourmet treats 
and sweets were enjoyed. 
          Another special event is planned for June 7, when film specialist, Professor Alan 
Smith of Rutgers University, will be leading the discussion of Alfred Hitchcock's classic 
film, Vertigo.  
          On June 28, Sunday Cinema will complete its second movie season with the hit 
film, Chocolat. 
          Sunday Cinema meets each month in the spring, fall and winter to view and discuss 
classic and independent films.  To be part of this discussion, entertainment and social event, 
email me at yudow@langlab.rugers.edu for email notification of film times and showings. 
See you at the movies! 
                                                                                                                Marion Yudow 

TRAVEL CLUB TRIP TO OUTER BANKS, NC           
           The 47 members of the Canal Walk Travel Club who went to the Outer Banks of 
North Carolina all intended to climb the famous Cape Hatteras Lighthouse, but alas, the 
interior was not yet open to the public the day we were there!  It is 268 twisting steps to 
the top, but we are all sure we could have mastered it, for the spectacular view.   The 
spiral-striped structure, at 208 feet the tallest brick lighthouse in the country, has been a 
beacon to sailors since 1870.  We also visited the 1872 Bodie Lighthouse; at 150 feet 
high, its light can be seen 19 miles away. 
           At the Chicamacomico Life-Saving Station, Station Master James enthralled us 
with stories of brave rescues of thousands of shipwrecked souls by the amazing men of 
the US Life-Saving Service, now known as the US Coast Guard.   We also stopped at the 
Graveyard of the Atlantic Museum, which chronicles the maritime history of shipwrecks 
off the Outer Banks.  Here, where the Gulf Stream and the Atlantic currents come 
together, the waters and shoals make for treacherous travel.  It also gave opportunities to 
pirates, whose colorful stories of plunder we heard.  
          We toured the Wright Brothers National Memorial in Kill Devil Hills, where 
Wilbur and Orville experimented with gliders to learn the skills needed to fly.  On 
December 17, 1903, they successfully completed 3 flights in their hand-made plane and 
changed the course of history.  After lunch in charming Manteo, we visited the 



Elizabethan Gardens, a 1951 recreation of 16th Century plantings, and a memorial to the 
colonists who came to settle the area in honor of their queen.  A “live oak” tree in the 
garden was probably here in 1584 when explorers first reached these banks.  In 1585, the 
first English settlers came to the New World to start a colony at Roanoke Island; three 
years later they had disappeared.   What happened to those settlers is still a mystery 
today.  At Roanoke Island Festival Park, a living history museum, we saw how those 
settlers confronted the Native Americans and tried to survive in this New World. 
            We also enjoyed seeing the varying terrain of the 150 mile long Outer Banks, a 
chain of barrier islands unique in how far they are from the mainland.  The weather is 
quite variable – we saw high waves one day and quiet swells the next.  The ocean breezes 
were brisk enough for wind surfers and kite boarders.  We learned about the value of 
sand dunes to the environment and saw famous Jockey Ridge, the largest active dune in 
the country, where adventurers went hang gliding from the peak. 
 There were opportunities to relax over delicious seafood dinners at local 
restaurants.  As one of the participants said, “Besides seeing beautiful areas of this great 
country, the best part of the trip was meeting new and wonderful neighbors, unknown 
before.  Interesting stories, varied lives, and yet, how similar we all are!” 
     Submitted by Susan & Richard Pohli 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CANAL WALK TRAVEL CLUB  



  Our next trip will be to Lake George and Lake Placid, New York on September 
1.  This is a 4 days, 3 nights package that includes 3 nights lodging, 3 buffet breakfasts, 3 
dinners including dinner show, cruise of Lake George aboard Lac du St. Sacrament, 
guided tours of Saratoga Springs, Lake George and Lake Placid, motor coach 
 transportation, luggage handling and all taxes and tips.  The cost of this trip is $499 per 
person. 
 Another trip, possibly a Caribbean cruise, is being discussed for after the new 
year.   
       For these and other trips, join us when we meet the third Tuesday of the month.  
Check the Clubhouse for flyers, or call Roz at 732 563 0201 for more information. 
       Submitted by Gloria Sipos 

 

Talk of the Walk  
 We accept short entries regarding significant/unusual accomplishments, milestone 
anniversaries and birthdays, births, deaths and acknowledgements. 

• TONY AND BERTHA FERRER of Boston Way, would like to thank Judy 
Gottlieb and Tracey Allen along with other wonderful neighbors who came to our 
assistance when our cat, Creamsicle, ran off on Easter Sunday.  He finally 
returned 9 days later. We do believe in the power of prayer and the good will of 
neighbors.  We feel truly blessed to be part of such a great community. 

• MARILYN SLADOWSKY of Bayard Road, together with her family, would 
like to thank the residents of our Canal Walk community for the outpouring of 
sympathy shown when her husband, ELLIOTT, passed away. They are very 
grateful for all the love and help they received during this difficult time. 

• MERRY RESNICK of Hardenbergh Street was thrilled to travel to Colorado to 
attend her granddaughter's graduation from Colorado Academy.  JULIANNA 
ROSE RODRIGUEZ is looking forward to studying at Harvard University 
where she intends to major in Economics.  We wish her a lot of success as a 
scholar at this prestigious university. 
 

Cultural Arts 
 Our last two shows have been sell-outs, we are pleased to say.  We then start a 
waiting list, which almost always allows those people to attend, when others who become 
ill call us to exchange their tickets.  We want to fully explain our procedure for the sale of 
our concert tickets.  The size of our stage for that event determines how many seats we 
can hold.  Our fliers always give CW residents several weeks to purchase tickets.  We 
then open it up to guests. On the Monday preceding the show, we try to close sales 
because our reception committee must order from the bakeries and food stores and buy 
the paper goods we need.  They cannot wait until the day before to do that, and we do not 
wish to constantly change these orders during that busy week.  For the last concert, in 
April, a large number of guests did not buy tickets until the Monday deadline, so CW 
people had six weeks in which to get them.  Many communities only offer sales for two 
weeks before they close them.  So, friends, if you like our concerts, we urge you not to 
hesitate; "buy early and often," to rephrase an old adage. 
 JUNE 6 - "SHOWER THE PEOPLE"- THE MUSIC OF JAMES TAYLOR 



Known as the "voice of Canada," NEIL DONELL and his band will appear here in our 
Ballroom to sing and play the songs we know and love by this icon of the musical world. 
"COUNTRY ROAD,"  "CAROLINA IN MY MIND," and "HOW SWEET IT IS" are some 
of the pieces Neil will perform.  His versatility, 4 octave range, and his participation at 
10,000 recording sessions made us reach across the border to engage him. 
 AUGUST 22 - THE DUPREES 
Close harmony and sophisticated choreography, coupled with terrific arrangements of 
popular ballads, make these four singers constantly in demand.  For our first summer 
concert, we wanted to present a special evening of famous artists.  Known all over the 
U.S., whether in huge venues like Las Vegas and Atlantic City hotels, or in summer park 
concerts attracting thousands, this talented foursome and their band will make this 
summer night an exciting "happening." 
 We are now working on the fall and winter season. Those artists whom we have 
engaged will be announced in the next Newsletters.  It has been a real pleasure for us to 
bring such a variety of performers to CW for the past 10 years: 65 Saturday night 
concerts, trips to art museums, historic homes and buildings, concerts held in other 
venues, and interesting and unusual sites we discovered in our research.  Thank you for 
your support. 
         Lucille Taub 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Women's Club 

Hope everyone is enjoying the nice weather. 
At our April meeting, we had a Pasta Night Event which was a fundraising 

activity.  It was a big success, and everyone attending had a good time enjoying signature 
pasta dishes.  Over $1,300 was made for charity. A great big thanks goes to the chefs for 
our Pasta Night Event:  Sal Ruggiero for Baked Ziti, Vinnie De Pinto for Broccoli & 
Sausage Orecchietta with Olive Oil and Robert Gecik for Pasta Bolognese.  

Our Pot Luck Dinner will be June 17.  Members only.  Flyers will be in the Lobby 
of the Clubhouse. At this meeting we will have the Installation of the New Presidents. 

The Women’s Club would like to thank the following restaurants that have 
supported our fundraising efforts this year: 
 Café Orsillo, Somerset   Manville Diner, Manville 
 Drewby’s, Manville    Frank’s Pizza, Manville 
 Frank’s Pizza, Somerset   337 Grille, Manville 
 Flaming Grille, Manville   Manville Pizza, Manville 



 Olive Garden, Bridgewater   Olive Garden, Piscataway 
  PLEASE SUPPORT THESE RESTAURANTS. 

There will be no meeting in July and August.  Enjoy the summer! 
MEETINGS AND EVENTS 

June 17 – Pot Luck Dinner-Members Only 
 No meeting in July and August 

2015 DUES ARE $10 FOR THE YEAR AND ARE DUE NOW.  CHECKS   SHOULD 
BE MADE OUT TO CWHOAAF (EARMARKED WC DUES). THEY CAN BE PAID 
AT ANY MEETING OR DROPPED OFF IN THE MANAGEMENT OFFICE.  NEW 
MEMBERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME! 
          Marie Lyttle 

 
 
 
Veterans’ Club 
 Our regularly scheduled meeting of April 22 started a little bit differently than 
usual. Once we had all gathered in the Arts and Crafts Room, we adjourned to the flag 
pole at the front of the Clubhouse. It was noted by several members that the flags were 
looking a little scruffy, so our community manager, Tom Merklinger, provided us with 
new flags. With proper ceremony and respect, we replaced the flags, and the American 
flag was properly disposed of by the Somerville VFW post. 
          Membership Chair, Manny Hatzantonis, informed us that membership has fallen 
off some, so we are looking for new members. The requirements for membership are that 
the prospect must be an Honorably Discharged veteran of a branch of the military. These 
branches include Army, Navy, Marine Corps., Air Force, National Guard, Military 
Reserve and/or Merchant Marine. We would be very happy to include all women 
veterans in Canal Walk as we know they did as much, or more, than we did! 
           Our Memorial Day Ceremony and picnic planning is in the final stages, and I'm 
sure everything went well. Chet told us he has a bugler and a speaker lined up for the 
festivities. 
             Sam Pesce reported that the trip to Lakehurst is set for June 17. We will be using 
our jitney, and we will be leaving the parking lot at 0730. The tour will be about 1 1/2 
hours, and lunch is being arranged. 
          There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
                                                                                             Linn H. Smith, Commander 

  
 
Operation Shoebox 
  Looking back through the OpShoebox Website, I'm struck by the looks on the 
troops faces holding up the care packages we send them on an almost daily basis. Just 
about 100,000 boxes have been sent by the supporters of this organization, and I mean 
the SUPPORTERS. Without the backing of Canal Walk and others like us, this support 
system for our troops (your nieces and nephews, grandsons and granddaughters) would 
not exist. The Post Office is not helping as the postal rates keep increasing, (due to e-mail 



I'm told) and our packages now cost $25 + depending on where they are going. I was told 
last week that packages going out to the West Coast FPO and on to Japan or Korea run 
upwards of $50 or more, depending on weight. I said we should send them by way of 
Europe but was told that won't happen.  
        So when I get obnoxious with my donation box, now you know why. This is how I 
work to insure our troopers will get a little "love" from home. My apologies for harassing 
you at the picnic. 
     Linn H. Smith, for Operation Shoebox 

  
   
Men’s Club 
MEN’S CLUB CALENDAR 

• June 8:  Monthly Men’s Club Meeting at 7:00 PM followed by a presentation by 
Frank Bruno.  Specifics below.   

• June 9:  Ballamor Golf Club outing with 10:00 AM tee times.   

• June 10:  Twisted Dune outing with tee times around 9:00 AM.  

• June 15:  Deadline for sign-ups and payments for the Beaver Brook outing. 

• June 23:  ROMEO dinner at Pizza n Pasta in Manville at 6:30 PM.  Watch out for 
your          RSVP notice. 

• July 13:  Men’s Club Summer Picnic.   

• July 13:  Men’s Club July Food Drive.  Specifics below. 

• July 14 & 15:  AARP Evening Driver Safety Classes.  Specifics below. 

• July 29:  Beaver Brook Golf outing.   

•  
NEW CW MEN’S CLUB VICE-PRESIDENT 
 The CW Men’s Club Board of Directors, Chairmen and members wish to thank 
Dave Lyttle for his four years of dedicated service to the Club as Vice-President.  He 
provided our monthly meetings with informative and entertaining programs, running 
some himself.  Replacing him is Bob Greenbaum, who was welcomed with a unanimous 
vote from the membership.  Best of luck, Dave, in your new endeavor.   
 
FRANK BRUNO 
 Frank Bruno, Somerset County Surrogate, will be our guest speaker in June.  His 
duties include the probate of wills, appointing estate administrators, supervising the 
appointment of guardians and the administration of adoptions.  It should be a very 
interesting presentation covering the above subjects.  Come and have your questions 
answered. 
JULY FOOD DRIVE 
 In conjunction with our annual picnic, the Canal Walk Men’s Club will be 
conducting a food drive for the benefit of the Franklin Township Food Bank.  Members 
will be asked to bring non-perishable food items to the Monday, July 13, meeting and 
annual picnic. 
MEN’S CLUB SUMMER PICNIC 
 Heads up for July 13 at 6:00 PM – We will kick-off the summer with our Annual 
Summer BBQ.  Only members in good standing may attend.  Make sure you have 
responded to the RSVP so you can be counted.  



SOFTBALL 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Front L to R: Mike Cohen, Jorge Rivera, Frank Spataro, Daryl Sklar, Mike Klein, 
Joel Schlosberg, Ron Lerner, Amy Friedman, Jeff Ullman, Jay Wald 
Back L to R: Keith Cunningham, Steve Reichman, Eddy Fischgrund,  
Tom Moleta, Mike Bober, Glenn Mogavero 
Not in Picture: Jeff Maglietta, Larry Paul, Howie Walker 
 
We are well in the middle of the softball season.  Prior to these dates, ten games will have 
been played, and CW is 2 wins/3 losses as of this writing.  Support our CW Softball 
Team and come watch some of the games. 
 
The remaining Franklin Twp. Senior Softball Schedule: 
6/5----CW vs R @ LI @ 6:00 PM 
6/7----PO vs CW @ LI @ 9:30 AM 
6/12---AT vs CW @ LI @ 6:00 PM  LI is Lower Inman Field off JFK Blvd. 
6/14---R vs CW @ M @ 9:30 AM             M is Middlebush Park at 401 DeMott Lane 
6/19---PO vs CW @ M @ 6:00 PM             W is Williams Field (call for directions) 
6/26---AT vs CW @ M @ 6:00 PM 
6/28---R vs CW @ LI @ 9:30 AM 
6/29---AT vs CW @ W @ 6:00 PM 
Playoffs 7/10, 12, 17, 19, 24, and 26 TBD 
 
AARP DRIVER SAFETY PROGRAM 
 Evening classes:  The CW Men’s Club is co-sponsoring another AARP evening 
Driver Safety class on July 14 & 15 (5:30 PM to 8:30 PM) at the Regency Jewish 
Heritage Post-Acute, Rehab and Nursing Centers located at 380 DeMott Lane, Somerset, 
NJ.  Contact Marie Barnes via Mbarnes@regencynursing.com, or (732)995-3934, to sign 
up.  Cost is $15 (AARP members) or $20 (non-members).  Flyers are at the Clubhouse 
carousel.  A “light dinner,” sandwiches and beverages will be served. 
 Daytime classes:  Look for the next class in October, 2015. 



 
DUES AND MEMBERSHIP 
 If you’re not yet a member, join the club.  Enrollment is open all year round for 
new members.  Call Charlie Okun at 732-377-3401 for more information.  Come join us 
at our next meeting and see what we’re all about.  You can also find out more about us by 
going to our website at http://canalwalkhoa.com/. 
 
ONGOING COMMUNITY PROJECTS 
 The Franklin Township Food Bank is always in need of our generous support.  
Other than our Annual Food Drive in July and December, you can donate food items to 
the Franklin Food Bank anytime by dropping them at the Clubhouse’s Cafe.  Our support 
is always appreciated.   
 Check donations to the Food Bank can be mailed to: 
      
       Franklin Township Food Bank 
       P.O. Box 333 
       Somerset, NJ 08875-0333 
 The Good and Welfare Committee sends get well cards to members.  Please let 
Gil Selvin (732-356-3269) or Sal Saladini (732-271-5110) know about members who are 
ill, hospitalized or recuperating. 
 
GO GREEN 
 The next Hazardous Waste Day will be on June 20 at the Franklin Township 
Sewerage Authority, 70 Commerce Drive, Somerset, NJ 08873 from 9 AM to 2 PM. 
 
 The next Operation Secure Shred will be on the following Saturdays (9:00 AM to 
1:00 PM) as follows: 
  June 13 at the Watchung Police Dept. at 840 Somerset St., Watchung, NJ, 
  June 20 at the Washington School at 614 First Ave., Raritan, NJ and 
  June 27 at the Bedminster Twsp. Public Works Bldg. at 75 Miller Lane, 
Bedminster. 
    
 Electronics Recycling is accepted at Newtech Recycling located at 600A Apgar 
Drive in Somerset. They’re open Monday through Friday from 7:00 AM to 5:00 PM and 
on the first Saturdays of the month from 8:00AM to 2:00 PM.  Call 732-564-3110 for 
more information. 
 
 Proper Disposal of Medicine:  Safely dispose your unwanted, expired or unused 
medicines including prescriptions, over-the-counter and pet medicines (excluding 
syringes).  We can help prevent crime, help keep our drinking water supply safe and help 
prevent harming wild life and the environment. 
 Individuals are asked to keep medicines in their original container, use a marker to 
cross out their name and place the medicine in a clear plastic bag.  Medicines that are no 
longer in their original container should be placed in a plastic bag with the name of the 
medicine written on the bag. 
 Medicines can now be dropped off at two locations: 



1. the drop box at the lower level of the Somerset Administration Building located at 
20 Grove St., Somerville, NJ 08876, near the entrance to the Sheriff’s Office and   

2. the drop-off box in the lobby of the Public Safety Building at 495 DeMott Lane, 
Somerset, NJ 08873 (Franklin Township Municipal Complex). 

 
 Year-round, the Men’s Club collects used compact fluorescent light bulbs and brings 
them to Home Depot for recycling.  Please place them in the box in the Clubhouse Arts & 
Crafts Room and help preserve the environment. 
           Jay del Prado 

 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spring is beautiful: taken by Sue Smith 
 
Italian American Club 
 Last month we had a jitney trip to a benefit concert in Flemington. We had a 
quick dinner at the Flemington-Raritan Diner and enjoyed the concert afterwards. We 
also had a jitney trip to two historical sites in Morristown. We visited the Washington’s 
Headquarters Museum and the Ford Mansion. After the touring, we had a great lunch in 
Morristown.  
 The winner of our Blackjack Tournament was Bob Melillo. Prizes were given for 
first through fourth place. Congratulations to all our winners. 
 Signups for our trip to Villa Roma from September 23 – 25 are closed with about 
35 people making the trip. It was decided that we would drive our own cars, and anyone 
looking for a ride, please call me because we have a number of cars with seating space 
available. 
 This month we have two exciting events: our Horse Races on June 13 and a Pot 
Luck Dinner with DJ Gary Morton on June 20. Flyers are available in the Clubhouse. At 
our regular meeting on June 1, we had members of the CW Board talk to us about the 



transition and developments in the expansion of Canal Walk. 
 We are also planning, with help from Sal Martino and Charlie Minutillo, a 
Saturday afternoon of Bocce 101 to teach all who are interested the fundamentals of 
playing bocce. We will be emailing our members to announce the date. 
 Dues are being collected for 2015, so please remember to make checks payable to 
CWHOAAF, and include your phone number and email address so we can update our 
membership listing. We recently established a one call listing of IACC members, so be 
sure that we have your correct phone number. 
 Please continue to support our activities as all profits go to our Scholarship Fund. 
We are in the process of evaluating applicants and will soon announce the winners from 
Franklin, Hillsborough and Immaculata High Schools.           
        Ciao, Mike Palmieri  

 
 
 
Singles Club 
 Our latest game night was a lot of fun with extra special cupcakes as prizes.  Our 
trip to Peddlers Village proved to be a fun day as well. To make sure you don’t miss out 
on upcoming club events, make sure you attend the meetings, read the Newsletter, and 
check for flyers at the Clubhouse. 
Reminder:  
 There is a special Singles Box in the Clubhouse Office (on your left as you walk 
in the door). When dropping off reservations and check payments, please, no cash, to 
ensure the validity of our records.    Singles Club annual dues are $20.  For new 
members (only new members) who join after June 30, membership dues for 2015 
will be $10.   All checks for our Club events (trips, dinners, etc.) should be made out to 
CWHOAAF. Please write the event you are paying for on the check. 
Coming Events:  
 For reservations or questions regarding any event, please contact Susan 
Kropiewnicki at 732-560-1596 or Phyllis Chiavetta at 732-412-7679.  For information 
about the Singles Club, please contact Susan Kropiewnicki at 732-560-1596. And look 
for flyers at our meetings or in the Clubhouse. Meetings are always the 2nd Wednesday of 
the month at 7 PM in the Ballroom. Dinner events begin earlier at 6:30 PM. 

• June 10, 2015 (Wednesday) – Movie Night – 7:00 PM 
Popcorn, snacks and a good movie. Will it be a classic comedy, a scary mystery or a 
rousing adventure tale?   Come and find out, and share a perfect evening with friends! 
Check for flyers at the Clubhouse for details. 
No meetings in July and August. 

• September 9, 2015 (Wednesday) – Game Night/Dinner – 6:30 PM 
(Paid members only) Join us for a rousing game night, Singles Club style, as we welcome 
members back after the summer hiatus.  The cost for dinner (wraps/ salads/ chips/ 
dessert/ etc.) will be $10.  Deadline for signing up for this event is September 2.  Check 
flyers in the Clubhouse for details.  For reservations and information regarding this event, 
please contact Phyllis Chiavetta at 732-412-7679. 

• October 14, 2015 (Wednesday) – Old Time Ice Cream Social – 7:00 PM 
(Paid members only) Come join us for an evening of good old fashioned fun and games. 



Lots of surprises! Check flyers at the Clubhouse for details. 

• November 11, 2015 (Wednesday) – Meeting/Program TBD 
(Save the date)  Additional details to be provided at a later date. Check flyers at the 
Clubhouse. 

• December 6, 2015 (Sunday) – Holiday Party 
(Save the date) Additional details to be provided at a later date. Check flyers at the 
Clubhouse. 
 Be sure to check future Newsletters and flyers in the Clubhouse for 
additional trips and events.   
 
                                                                                                             Phyllis Chiavetta 

  

NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE 
 The Canal Walk Newsletter is published monthly to keep the residents informed 
about events at Canal Walk. 
 We accept articles submitted by Canal Walk Residents subject to the following 
guidelines: 
 We do not accept any articles expressing political or religious opinions. 
  We do not accept any articles that resemble an editorial. 
 We do not accept any articles that advertise for profit. 
 Paid advertising is available through our Publisher, About Our Town. 
 The deadline for all material is the 8th of the previous month.  Please submit your 
articles on time.  All submissions must be emailed with the author clearly stated. The 
deadline for the June Newsletter will be May 8th. LATE ARTICLES WILL NOT BE 
ACCEPTED. 
 Please send us articles about past events as well as future plans for your group or 
club.  In addition, send photos to go with your articles. 
Items for Talk of the Walk, theatrical reviews, restaurant reviews should be sent to Ellen 
Catalina at ecatalina2@verizon.net. 
 Recipes and What's Happening sent to Ronnie Bayer at ocrbayer@aol.com. 
 Home Hints and photos sent to Sid Toby at ybots@hotmail.com.  
Club Activities and Announcements and Poetry sent to Susan Smith at 
lhssps@comcast.net.  
Articles about pets and questions for Design Solution to Judy Gottlieb at 
bagelsandhoney@comcast.net. 
Staying Healthy sent to Nina Pesce at pesnia2@yahoo.com. 

Meet Your Resident Artist sent to Frank Catalina at fecatalina@gmail.com 

 All articles received by any member of the committee are acknowledged either by 
email or phone.   
 Please note: If you didn't get a confirmation, it means that we didn't get it. Carry-
overs may not be included. You should submit a new article each month. 
 We reserve the right to edit, condense, or reject submitted material. 
 Do NOT submit serious looking material from the Internet unless it has first been 
checked as authentic with Snopes.com or a similar web-checking site.  
    Ronnie, Sid, Susan, Ellen, Judy, Nina, Frank  

 



 

Look on the Positive Side of Life 
 

• Birthdays are good for you; the more you have, the longer you live. 

• Happiness comes through the doors you didn’t even know you left open. 

• Most of us go to our grave with our music still in us. 

• You may be only one person in the world, but you may also be the world to one 
person. 

• Some mistakes are too much fun to make only once. 

• Don’t cry because it’s over; smile because it happened. 

• We could learn a lot from crayons:  some are sharp, some are pretty, some are 
dull, some have weird names, and all are different colors…but they all exist very 
nicely in the same box. 

• A truly happy person is one who can enjoy the scenery on a detour. 

• Living on Earth is expensive, but it does include a free trip around the sun every 
year. 

• Have an awesome day and know that some people who think you’re great have 
thoughts about you today? 

       Submitted by Marge Heffernan 

 

Staying Healthy 
Curb The Splurge! 
 June is busting out all over…and so am I!  Returning from a glorious trip down 
South, I not only expanded my palate, I also expanded my waistline.  I chose to 
experience all the South had to offer, from fried green tomatoes and pickles, to fried 
chicken and waffles (yes, waffles with real maple syrup and butter), to a delectable 
delight called, “The Smash Burger,” which consisted of a yummy fresh bun, a burger, 
topped with  pulled pork, coleslaw and bacon.  I think it must have been at least 3,000 
calories, but you know what?  It was worth every bite, at least, I thought so then.  Now, 
however, we come to June and bathing suit weather is right around the corner, so off to 
my files I went to discover how I shall start to proceed to dispose of those extra pounds. 
 I find in my barrage of articles, one entitled “8 Rules For Smart Splurges” in the 
January, 2014, issue of Better Homes And Gardens.  It’s heading states “How to eat your 
favorite foods and still lose weight.”  I’m intrigued.  This sounds good to me and so I 
read on. 
 Number one explains that I must have a game plan; that I must come up with a 
rule about how often I will indulge myself.  For example, Carolyn O’Neil, R.D., author of 
The Slim Down South Cookbook, states that I should allow myself to eat fries just once a 
week.  “That way you’ll feel in control, and when you do have the treat, you won’t feel 
guilty.”  I can live with that! 
 Number two in this article explains how I can make portion control a no-brainer.  
Oh, really?  
 I’m to “pay a little more for the individually portioned snacks and you won’t be 
tempted to work your way through a whole bag.”  OK, I’ll try that! 
 Numbers three and four tell me not to keep anything I really can’t stop eating out 
of my house completely, but the special treat I can control should be savored.  I’m not to 
talk on the phone or read a book while I’m munching because “studies have shown that 



people eat more when they’re distracted.” 
 Number five wants me to learn to love veggies.  I can butter ‘em with 1 teaspoon 
of whipped butter, which has fewer calories than stick butter; roast them at 450 degrees in 
the oven; or dunk them into low calorie dips.  Fruits and veggies should always be at 
hand, cut up in the refrigerator, plainly in sight. 
 And finally, Number six states that I should realize my willpower is the weakest 
at night and so I’m to tell myself that I don’t eat after 9 PM and that the kitchen is closed. 
 All right!  Armed with all this information, I’m on my way to a healthier me.  
Here’s to seeing you all poolside.  I’ll be the one drinking the V-8! 
        Submitted by Nina Pesce 

 
The Animal Corner 
 CANAL WALK RESIDENTS 
LOVE CREAMSICLE! That would be a 
beautiful cat named Creamsicle that 
wandered out of his human family's house 
on Easter Sunday.  Creamsicle is 
a handsome white, furry male family 
member that Bertha and Tony Ferrer of 
Boston Way rescued and adopted eleven 
years ago from the local woods. The Ferrer's 
made a good decision last October to move 
to their new home here in Canal Walk and 
made very smart decisions when 
Creamsicle escaped their home at Easter. They reached out to Tracey Allen in the 
Management Office, contacted the Franklin Township Animal Shelter and made up 
missing cat flyers.  Tracey spread the word to me, and I enlisted the many caring animal 
lovers here in the development to help find Creamsicle.  Cans of cat food were in the 
ready in case Creamsicle was spotted and cat treats were in my pocket as I did my daily 
walk of the development.  Finally, after nine agonizing days, Creamsicle came home to 
his grateful family at 2 AM on April 14.  But good decisions continued when the Ferrer’s 
took Creamsicle to the vet to ensure there were no lasting effects from his adventure – 
very smart to do. Congratulations to the Ferrer's on being united with their much-loved 
Creamsicle, and many thanks and blessings to Tracey Allen and all the Canal Walk 
residents who cared about a very special cat.  IT DOES TAKE A VILLAGE.  
 THAT WAS EMBARRASSING. Your cat just hissed at a visiting 
granddaughter but why? Fluffy is usually such a sweet and gentle cat – what happened? 
It’s all about scent – that grand-daughter doesn’t smell and act anything like you. 
Unfamiliar smells are a big deal to animals.  Try ‘scent sharing’ by petting Fluffy with 
the child’s article of clothing (like a sock) or stash cat treats in the child’s pocket.  
Reward Fluffy when she snuggles up to the child.  Above all, be patient.   
 WARM WEATHER WALKS WITH FIDO.  Pesky bugs can ruin even the 
most scenic of walks so before you head out, tie an insect shield bandana around Fido’s 
neck to repel mosquitoes, ticks, ants and more ($11 at www.doggles.com, $7 at 
www.MotleyMutt.com).  
 BUYING NEW FURNITURE – AGAIN?  Is your darling Fluffy having a good 
time scratching your furniture? Stickey Paws ($15 at www.pioneerpet.com) states that 



when this product tape is applied to furniture and other off-limits areas, it creates a sticky 
barrier to help deter cats from shredding the furniture.  Or you might want to try this 
(free) tip that has worked for me in the past.  Place/conform a piece of tin foil (yes, 
ShopRite’s brand is fine) on couch or chair arms to repel Fluffy.  Cats aren’t fond of its’ 
noise and texture and after a couple of weeks, you can even take it off for good.  Fluffy 
will probably remember this ‘no touch’ zone.  Oh, and don’t forget to quickly pull it off 
when guests are knocking at the door.  
 QUESTION OF THE MONTH: Why does Fido drink from the toilet when his 
water dish is full?  Yuk, but there’s a good reason and even knowing the water is usually 
safe to drink. Porcelain keeps liquid cooler than his plastic bowl and the elevated basin is 
more comfortable for big dogs to drink from. Here’s a way to keep Fido in the kitchen 
instead: ensure that his water bowl is washed daily and filled with fresh water.  Add ice 
cubes for a cool drink during the day.  And … keep the lid down on the toilet bowl. 
 DID YOU KNOW? Nearly 58% of cats and 53% of dogs are overweight or 
obese, according to the Association for Pet Obesity Prevention.  Extra weight can up the 
risk for diabetes and arthritis.  Instead of a bagged bacon treat or salmon cat treat, reward 
Fido and Fluffy with 10 minutes of play, which also burns calories. 
 THE FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP ANIMAL SHELTER, located at the 
Municipal Complex on Demott Lane, (732-873-2500, ext. 6255) appreciates the 
generosity of Canal Walk residents who have steadily increased their contributions to the 
adorable dogs and cats waiting for forever families at the Shelter.  Want to be part of this 
movement of openhearted giving?  Please donate dry dog/puppy/cat/kitten food and toys, 
clean/worn towels/blankets/sheets, paper towels/sponges, flea medications, Q-Tips, 
catnip and bleach. You can visit the Shelter: Tuesday – Friday, noon to 3 PM and 
Saturday noon - 6 PM. There is now an easy way to drop off your generous donations 
at the Shelter when it’s closed.  A large wood box to the left of the Shelter front door is 
available for after hour’s donations.   If you cannot get to the Shelter, please contact me 
for help in getting your donated items to the Shelter at (732) 356-0023 or at 
bagelsandhoney@comcast.net.  Please add your name and address to the package for a 
tax contribution response letter. Thank you for caring and sharing.   
        Judy Gottlieb 

         
WORDS AND PHRASES REMIND US OF THE WAY WE WORD 
                                                                      by Richard Lederer  
 
(Richard Lederer (born May 26, 1938) is an American author, speaker, and teacher. He 
is best known for his books on the English language and on word play such as puns, 
oxymorons, and anagrams. He refers to himself as "the Wizard of Idiom," "Attila the 
Pun," and "Conan the Grammarian.” His weekly column, "Looking at Language," is 
syndicated in newspapers and magazines throughout the United States.) 
  
 About a month ago, I illuminated some old expressions that have become obsolete 
because of the inexorable march of technology. These phrases included "Don’t touch that 
dial," "Carbon copy," "You sound like a broken record" and "Hung out to dry." A bevy of 
readers have asked me to shine light on more faded words and expressions, and I am 
happy to oblige. 



  Back in the olden days we had a lot of moxie. We’d put on our best bib and tucker 
and straighten up and fly right. Hubba-hubba! We’d cut a rug in some juke joint and then 
go necking and petting and smooching and spooning and billing and cooing and pitching 
woo in hot rods and jalopies in some passion pit or lovers’ lane. Heavens to Betsy! Gee 
whillikers! Jumpin’ Jehoshaphat! Holy moley! We were in like Flynn and living the life 
of Riley, and even a regular guy couldn’t accuse us of being a knucklehead, a 
nincompoop or a pill. Not for all the tea in China! 
  Back in the olden days, life used to be swell, but when’s the last time anything 
was swell? Swell has gone the way of beehives, pageboys and the D.A.; of spats, 
knickers, fedoras, poodle skirts, saddle shoes and pedal pushers. Oh, my aching back. 
Kilroy was here, but he isn’t anymore. 
  Like Washington Irving’s Rip Van Winkle and Kurt Vonnegut’s Billy Pilgrim, we 
have become unstuck in time. We wake up from what surely has been just a short nap, 
and before we can say, “I’ll be a monkey’s uncle!” or “This is a fine kettle of fish!”, we 
discover that the words we grew up with, the words that seemed omnipresent as oxygen, 
have vanished with scarcely a notice from our tongues and our pens and our keyboards. 
  Poof, poof, poof go the words of our youth, the words we’ve left behind. We 
blink, and they’re gone, evanesced from the landscape and wordscape of our perception, 
like Mickey Mouse wristwatches, hula hoops, skate keys, candy cigarettes, little wax 
bottles of colored sugar water and an organ grinder’s monkey. 
  Where have all those phrases gone? Long time passing. Where have all those 
phrases gone? Long time ago: Pshaw. The milkman did it. Think about the starving 
Armenians. Bigger than a bread box. Banned in Boston. The very idea! It’s your nickel. 
Don’t forget to pull the chain. Knee high to a grasshopper. Turn-of-the-century. Iron 
curtain. Domino theory. Fail safe. Civil defense. Fiddlesticks! You look like the wreck of 
the Hesperus. Cooties. Going like sixty. I’ll see you in the funny papers. Don’t take any 
wooden nickels. Heavens to Murgatroyd! And awa-a-ay we go! 
  Oh, my stars and garters! It turns out there are more of these lost words and 
expressions than Carter had liver pills.  This can be disturbing stuff, this winking out of 
the words of our youth, these words that lodge in our heart’s deep core. But just as one 
never steps into the same river twice, one cannot step into the same language twice. Even 
as one enters, words are swept downstream into the past, forever making a different river. 
  We of a certain age have been blessed to live in changeful times. For a child each 
new word is like a shiny toy, a toy that has no age. We at the other end of the 
chronological arc have the advantage of remembering there are words that once did not 
exist and there were words that once strutted 
their hour upon the earthly stage and now are 
heard no more, except in our collective 
memory. It’s one of the greatest advantages of 
aging. We can have archaic and eat it, too.  
 See ‘ya later, alligator! 
    
 Submitted by Gloria Sipos 

 
Design Solution 
            This month, let’s think about 



decorating on a budget. We would love to have a beautiful home decorated by a world 
famous decorator but naturally, not at world famous decorator prices. If you’ve just 
moved into one of the lovely homes here at Canal Walk, or you’re an ‘original’ from the 
first year of construction and thinking the house is looking a little dated, here are some 
tips that you can do to create a stylish and inviting home for yourself, family and friends.  
 First and foremost, get organized as to what you have (don’t throw or donate 
anything out yet – more about this later in the article).  The first step (and this is true no 
matter where or how you live) is to clean your home and get it organized. With 
organization and cleanup, you’ll improve the quality of your space immediately. 

Before you start worrying about what you can and cannot afford to buy, consider 
what you should get rid of. Dated, worn or damaged items could be doing the look of 
your home a disservice, and if they’re non-essential, removing them can give your home 
a clean slate. Hint: replace those dated vertical blinds with pull down shades that 
disappear when not in use.  JC Penny has stylish mesh type solar shades at custom size 
prices of less than $50 that let in the light but provides privacy on patio doors and 
windows.  

Start decorating with the floor and think about an area rug that has the color and 
design that appeals to you.  Stores that sell rugs at very reasonable prices include Home 
Goods, Pier 1, Costco and Christmas Tree Shoppes (yes, that’s the outlet store for Bed, 
Bath and Beyond that offers overstocked items at pennies on the dollar).  Check out 
www.ebay.com, www.wayfair.com and www.overstock.com also for great prices. Don’t 
eliminate using an outdoor rug inside the house.  Patterns and colors have improved over 
the past few years that it’s hard to tell an indoor rug from the more durable outside one.  
Plus, it can be easily cleaned with a soap, water and a hose out on the patio when Fido 
has an ‘oops.’ Lowes and Home Depot offer customized sizes at considerable savings.   

Pull out the colors from the rug and get ready to paint.  And you don’t have to paint 
all four walls – sometimes just an accent wall is enough to make an impact. Painting is 
one of the most cost-effective decorative updates you can make to your home. Two 
gallons of top-rated paint (~$40/can) is all you need for the four walls of a standard size 
room.  One gallon will be enough for a double coat on an accent wall.  

Customize what you already have.  Love the comfy armchair that has seen better 
days?  A couple of yards of complementary fabric on the seat cushion may be all it needs 
– on a budget. That ‘vintage’ end table from dear Aunt Edith may only need a thin coat of 
gold paint on the edges and trim of the wood to make it look like something special.  Try 
this tried and true tip: wallpaper the interior of a bookcase – brings light and ‘pop’ to a 
dark interior.  

Don’t get caught up in ‘matching’ for your furniture and fabrics.  Two different 
period and size chairs but with coordinating fabric and colors can be a nice addition to a 
home.  

Remember your garage sale days? The weather is finally warm and the weekends can 
be fun going to garage and estate sales. These are great places to score cheap home décor 
and furniture, but don’t confuse cheap prices with cheap construction.  Be picky and keep 
in mind that sometimes just a good cleaning or paint can make a ‘miss’ into a ‘hit.’   
 Remember I mentioned don’t donate or throw out anything yet?  Now’s the time 
to shop the house. The cheapest way to decorate is to “shop” what you already own. Take 
a walk around your house and think about how you might be able to repurpose objects 



and accessories in different rooms. You would be surprised how moving a piece of 
furniture or lamp from the bedroom to the living room provides a new look to your home.   
 So be a little adventurous, think your in-house pieces, shop outlet stores or the 
web, and do a little “do it yourself” project for a new – and no one but you will know – 
budget based decorating.   
 Design thought for June: Decorating can be an expensive luxury.  Table lamps 
are function and form for a small price – bringing color, material, scale and architectural 
substance to a room. 
 This column is for your home decorating questions and to celebrate your own 
design solution.  Each month, Canal Walk residents may submit a decorating question 
and get a Design Solution in the Canal Walk Newsletter.  You can even be featured each 
month with a decorating solution and a showcase of your home that you’ve already 
accomplished.  Email me at bagelsandhoney@comcast.net for your Design Solution! 

 
                                                                                         Judy Gottlieb 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
The Poetry Corner 
 
One and Only You – James T. Moore 
 
Every single blade of grass, 
And every flake of snow— 
Is just a wee bit different,  
There’s no two alike, you know. 
From something small, like grains of sand, 
To each gigantic star 
All were made with THIS in mind: 
To be just what they are! 
How foolish then, to imitate— 
How useless to pretend! 
Since each of us comes from a MIND 
Whose ideas never end. 
There’ll only be just ONE of ME 
To show what I can do— 
And you should likewise feel very proud, 
There’s only ONE of YOU. 
That is where it all starts 



With you, a wonderful 
unlimited human being. 
     Submitted by Marge Heffernan 

 
Mommy guppies have lots of fun – 

They bear their young alive. 

Then they eat them one by one, 

Which makes it difficult to survive. 

But if the babies should escape, 

Mommy might just eat her mate. 

Said the mother to her baby, 

“I just made a big mistake. 

Oh bosh, oh gosh, oh bother! 

I thought I was snacking on your sister  

      And mistakenly ate your father. 

For, you see, all you guppies 

Look the same to me. 

My trouble is 

It’s hard for me to discriminate 

Who I love, and who I – ATE.”  

                                                            By Dan Glicklich 

 
Recipes 
 
Baked Potato with Broccoli 
Ingredients 

• 4 large red potatoes 
• 2 small heads broccoli, cut into small florets 
• 4 ounces shredded Colby Jack blend, or favorite shredded cheese 
• 1/2 cup milk 
• 1 Fresno chili, sliced 
• Kosher salt 
• Freshly cracked black pepper 

Directions 
Preheat oven to 450 degrees F. 
 Pierce the skin of the potatoes with a fork, once or twice on all sides. Bake the 
potatoes for 45 minutes to 1 hour, or until tender throughout the potato. Check the 
tenderness by piercing with a fork or knife. The texture of the potato should be same 
tenderness throughout. 
 Meanwhile, in a saucepan with a steamer basket, steam broccoli for 4 to 6 
minutes, until tender but still crisp. Also in a small, nonstick skillet over medium heat add 
milk and cheese. Cook until melted. Add the sliced chili and stir. 
Once potatoes are tender, broccoli is steamed and cheese is melted, cut potatoes and 
divide cheese and broccoli between the potatoes. Sprinkle with a pinch of salt and pepper. 
 *The potatoes can also be baked in the microwave. See Tip for instructions. 
Tip: The potatoes can also be baked in the microwave. Pierce the potatoes with a fork, 



then heat on high for 3 to 5 minutes per side, or until tender. 
       Submitted by Ronnie Bayer 

 
Three Ingredient Tomato Pizza Bites 
3 ounces goat cheese, softened 
3/4 teaspoon dried pizza seasoning (or Italian seasoning)  
1 pint cherry tomatoes 
Directions: 
 In a bowl, thoroughly mix dry seasoning and goat cheese. (Taste and add a pinch 
of salt if needed.) Using a paring knife, cut a hole into each tomato and scoop out some of 
the seeds. Stuff each tomato with a heaping teaspoon of cheese mixture. Serve chilled or 
at room temperature. Can be made one day in advance. 
 Tip: Cream cheese can be substituted for the goat cheese. Can be made one day 
ahead. 
       Submitted by Ronnie Bayer 

 

 
LIME JELLO MOLD DELIGHT 
INGREDIENTS:  
1 lg. pkg. (6 oz.) lime Jello 
1/2 pt. sour cream 
1 sm. can (8 oz.) crushed pineapple, drained (save liquid) 
1 sm. Pkg. Pecans or Walnuts, chopped (optional) 
1 qt. Jello mold, lightly greased  
  
DIRECTIONS 
1.  Put Jello in a bowl. 
2.  Boil 1 c water and stir into Jello. 
3.  Add 1 c combined pineapple juice and cold water.  Stir. 
4.  Slowly beat in the sour cream. 
5.  Pour all into mold 
5.  Sprinkle nuts on top to cover or as desired.  (This will become the bottom when  
 unmolded.) 
6.  Cover mold.  
7.  Refrigerate overnight. 
                                                                        Submitted by Yetta Cowen 

 

Theatrical Reviews 
Nightcrawler 
 Nightcrawler, a film currently available on DVD, is not everybody's cup of tea. 
As its title suggests, it is a dark movie, one that doesn't come with a guarantee of a happy 
ending. But it does have a different kind of story, some very good performances, and 
scenes with suspense that match the work of Alfred Hitchcock. As far as the ending goes, 
although I won't reveal it, I will say that those who were fans of the classic Hitchcock 
television series will recognize the feeling it leaves you with.  



 The main character in the film is a small time thief named Lou Bloom, who 
makes a living stealing building materials and anything else he can get his hands on in 
Los Angeles. It's not that Lou wants to be a thief, it's just that he has a hard time finding a 
regular job. It seems nobody will give him a chance. One prospective employer he tries to 
secure a job from is a guy he just sold some stolen fencing to. He's turned down with the 
admonition that the man simply isn't in the business of employing thieves. 
 Perhaps the fact he's having a hard time is related to the fact that he appears a bit 
weird and creepy, pushy and talky, all at once. The weirdness factor is enhanced by the 
fact that Jake Gyllenhaal, who plays Lou, obviously lost a ton of weight for this role, 
taking a page, perhaps, from Matthew McConaughey, who prepared for his Oscar 
winning role in The Dallas Buyers Club in the same way. Indeed, Gyllenhaal looks 
positively gaunt in the part, with eyes that seem to peer through everyone he talks to.  
 Lou isn't stupid, the viewer learns shortly into the film. In fact, he's pretty 
articulate and he soon shows that he's learned a considerable amount of business-speak 
from an internet vocational course he took. But it also becomes apparent as the film goes 
on that there's a screw loose somewhere. 
 As luck would have it, Lou, while driving around night time LA, happens onto the 
scene of a terrible car crash. He observes, with a cold eye, the crush of freelance 
videographers pushing their way as close to the human casualty as they can get so as to 
grab good footage they can sell to local news outlets. There and then, talking to a 
cameraman, he learns the meaning of the phrase "If it bleeds it leads" applied to local 
television newscasting. 
 Lou determines that this will be his vocation, working for himself instead of for 
some boss, selling footage to local TV stations of car wrecks, fires, shootings and other 
disasters. He steals his way into equipping himself with a camera and a police scanner 
and is off and running. Soon, however, as he becomes more and more competitive, he 
begins to blur the line between news gathering and news making. The results aren't 
pretty, as he becomes a monster. The difference between Lou and other characters who 
become monsters, like Walter White in Breaking Bad, is that those characters start out as 
essentially good men who are slowly corrupted. With Bloom, you sense from the start 
that there's something wrong here, that he's a sociopath waiting to blossom. 
 The performance by Gyllenhaal is excellent and convincing. Rene Russo is also 
very good as a news director at a local station who buys everything he has to sell in more 
ways than one. Cynicism is rife between Lou and Russo's character as the film satirizes 
the fascination of local news media with gore and tragedy. He's notified by other 
characters early on that white middle class crime victims are more valuable than others as 
news items because they play to the fear of urban crime by suburban viewers.  
 Lou eventually hires a poor soul as a helper, for coolie wages, another down on 
his luck young man who can't find a regular job, with tragic results. 
 And, throughout the film, no matter what happens, Lou watches it with that cold 
eye of his and uses it to his personal advantage. Creepy but fascinating to watch. 

 The film is rated R. 

 

         By Frank Catalina 
 
WANTED: 
Reviews of all kinds are wanted from the residents of Canal Walk! Please send your 



submission with your selection, your opinion of it, and any other information you feel is 
pertinent. Send to ecatalina2@verizon.net.                                    
 

Restaurant Reviews  
Seasons 52 Fresh Grill Restaurant 
410 Commons Way; Bridgewater NJ 
908-203-9952 
  
 “What’s good now” is the motto for this new restaurant at the Bridgewater 
Commons Mall (opp. Bloomingdale’s in a free-standing building).  Seasons 52 features a 
constantly changing menu of items that are fresh and healthful.  The mood is modern, 
with an Asian serenity to the décor.  The restaurant is large, seating 250, and it was 
bustling on Saturday night of opening week in April.   There were guests at the large bar, 
enjoying drinks and small plates.  Flatbread sandwiches are popular choices.   The main 
dining room is spacious, with earth-toned colors.    The chef’s suggestions included 
Asparagus Soup ($5.25), a Lobster and Fresh Mozzarella Flatbread ($15.50), Lump Crab 
Cake Appetizer ($10.95) and small salads, such as Warm Roasted Tomato Caprese 
($9.25).  Entrée salads featured Maui Tuna Crunch ($17.50) and Grilled Flat Iron Steak 
($15.95).   I had the Caramelized Grilled Sea Scallops, a generous portion of scallops on 
a bed of Lemon Risotto with English Peas and Roasted Asparagus ($22.95).  My husband 
enjoyed Grilled Rainbow Trout with Baby Carrots and Crushed Roasted Potatoes 
($17.50).  A neighbor had the Lobster Pappardelle-- Fresh Pasta, Maine Lobster, Spring 
Vegetables ($25.95).  Appetizers ranged in price from $6.95 to $12.95; entrees from 
$16.50 to $27.50.  The restaurant displays the calorie count for each item.  There is an 
extensive wine list, seasonal cocktails, and craft and local beers.    Desserts are an array 
of mini-treats, ranging from “shooters” of Key Lime Pie to Raspberry Chocolate Chip 
Cannoli, each under 250 calories and $5. 
The service was professional, informed and attentive.  Reservations are recommended. 
Open every day for lunch and dinner, 11:30 AM – 10 PM 
                                                                                              Susan & Richard Pohli 

 
 I am sure that many of you go out to dinner from time to time -We would like to 
hear from you so that we can pass on your good or not so good recommendations. Many 
of us come from all over New Jersey and others from out of state and do not know the 
area or where to dine - your input would be so very helpful. Please try to include the 
following: Name of Restaurant - Address - Telephone Number and Prices. Submit to 
Ellen Catalina at ecatalina2@verizon.net. 
      

What's Happening 
 

WHAT'S HAPPENING 
NJ  STATE THEATRE 
15 Livingston Avenue, New Brunswick – (732) 246-7469                 
Jun 1            2 & 8 PM                     West Side Story 
Jun 8                   3 PM                     Cirque de la Symphonie with the NJSO 
Jun 17                 8 PM                     Kenny Wayne Shepard Band and Robert 



                                                         Randolph & The Family Band 
Jun 18                 8 PM                     The Taj Mahal Trio & The Blind Boys of 
                                                         Alabama 
Jun 27                 8 PM                     Dirty Sexy Funny featuring Jenny McCarthy and                                                         
                                                          Friends              
                                                                                    
HUNTERDON HILLS PLAYHOUSE (Dinner Show) 
88 Route 173 West, Hampton – (800) 447-7313 
Jun 3 – Aug 14                                 Better With a Band   
(Matinees: Mon – Sat 11:30 AM & Sun 3 PM; Evenings: Sat 6:30 PM)                                       
         
VILLAGERS THEATRE 
415 DeMott Lane, Somerset – (732) 873-2710 
Jun 6 – 22                                         Anything Goes        
(Fri & Sat 8:00 PM ;Sun 2 PM) 
 
CIRCLE PLAYERS 
416 Victoria Avenue, Piscataway – (732) 968-7555 
Jun 13 – 29                                         Defying Gravity  
(Fri & Sat 8 PM; Sun 3 PM) 
 
PAPER MILL PLAYHOUSE 
Brookside Drive, Millburn – (973) 376-4343 
May 28 – Jun 29                                Grease 
(Wed – Sun 7 PM; Matinees: Thu, Sat & Sun 1:30 PM)  
 
McCARTER THEATRE CENTER 
91 University Place, Princeton – (609) 258-6500 
Matthew Theatre 
Jun 4                7:30 PM                    David Sedaris 
Jun 22, 27 & 29                                 Porgy and Bess 
(Sun 3 PM & Fri 8 PM)        
                                                      
SOMERSET VALLEY PLAYHOUSE 
689 Amwell Road (Route 514), Hillsborough – (908) 369-7469 
Jun 6 – 22                                          Wedding Secrets    
(Fri & Sat 8 PM; Sun 2 PM) 
                                                                  
        Submitted by Ronnie Bayer 


