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From the Board of Directors 
 
 Well, summer is here in full bloom; Canal Walk is looking very colorful and the 
weather is great.  We began the pool season with a very touching memorial to our 
veterans, the opening of the pool picnic and a display of flags at the entrance thanks to 
Tom Merklinger. The pools are in full swing, and the new furniture is adding seating and 
shade as planned. Most people have made very complimentary comments to the Office 
and the Board on these pool additions.  
 
TRANSITION 
 Since we have many new people in the community, it would be instructive to 
review Transition. Transition is the process by which the builder turns over control of the 
community to the residents. This process can take several years, especially since the 
builder has not completed the construction and sale of homes. This process began in 
October of 2012. Transition is being handled in four stages. Stages I and II are complete 
and have been sent to the builder for his engineers to review. 
 The Board is in confidential discussions with the builder with regard to all aspects 
of Canal Walk to insure we receive the assets in a fair and reasonable manner. We have 
retained an engineering firm (FWH) to provide us with expert advice. Our attorney is 
involved in all discussions and conveys the results of our engineering studies to the 
builder. While we can describe certain general engineering results, we must protect our 
negotiating positions, our lawyer-client privileges and any financial information until it 
has been agreed to in writing. REST ASSURED THAT WE REMAIN IN AN 
EXCELLENT FINANCIAL POSITION WITH RESPECT TO TRANSITION. 
 Your Board has been actively-aggressive with the builder, and we have made 
significant strides in moving the ball forward. I'm sure we all appreciate the resurfaced 
parking lot and the additional handicapped parking spaces. This has long been an eyesore 
which took some time to reach a meeting of the minds. While not yet completed, Stage 
III, which includes Saratoga, has finally been top coated. Stage III is now being reviewed. 
As you read this article, we should be underway with the repair and final topcoat of Canal 
Walk Boulevard, Freedom Lane and the Freedom Clubhouse parking lot. Next on the 
agenda is Patriots Way and the associated side streets. All of this work is always 
completed and approved with inspections by our engineering firm. 
 In addition, repairs will be made in the Tallman Lane cul-de-sac. Both Tallman 
and Canal Walk Boulevard await repair of the Belgian block curbing before paving can 
begin. 
 
BOARD ELECTION OCTOBER 
 Each year, two resident positions of the four on the Board are up for election. This 
year two of our most valuable board members, C and D (Nick Iorio, Treasurer/Ass’t 



Secretary and Bernie Worst, Secretary, Ass’t Treasurer) are up for election for a two year 
term. The date of the election is October 29, 2015. Here are some key dates for the 
election.  

• August 3, 2015         Official Election and meeting announcement 

• September 3, 2015    Candidates applications are due in the Management Office 

not later than 5 PM. All applications must be submitted in hard copy and     

Microsoft Word, since they will be published in the October    

Newsletter without edit. 

• September 29, 2015 Candidates night. 

• October 29, 2015      Election      

 
ACCURATE INFORMATION SERVES US ALL WELL 
 We like to hear from the community and reach out to all organizations in Canal 
Walk. We also use this Newsletter each month to keep everyone up to date. In addition, 
we have block captains who meet monthly for more current updates. And, finally, all four 
of us are members of multiple clubs and participate in Board committees, so we are 
always accessible. 
 For the most current, up to date and accurate information, on anything related to 
the community though, please contact the Office or any Board member. It is only they 
who have the most recent information, 
 The Board’s ongoing contacts with other communities as well as specialists from 
Franklin Township and our consultants provides the best information. 
 
SECURITY AT CANAL WALK 
 Residents have been sharing thoughts from the Canal Walk chat sites with the 
Board, specifically with regard to describing the process for the front gate security. Most 
of the comments didn’t get it completely accurate, so here is a more complete 
explanation.  
Background: 
 The gatehouse should call whenever you have a visitor, unless they are on your 
list. 
 All approved people are recorded in a data base to which we all contribute when 
we provide access lists to the Office. In addition, the list includes a list of vendors, 
approved by the Board, who regularly service Canal Walk residents or the Canal Walk 
facilities. Examples are: Post Office, Federal Express, GE, etc. During April, we logged 
in over 4,500 entries. That equates to over 54,000 annually. The overwhelming majority 
of these were properly handled. 
 There is another factor in that our Guardhouse does not have a rest room so, 
periodically, the guards are not present when they take a break. At this time, the gate is 
left in the raised position and residences may not be called. This will be corrected when 
we get the new gatehouse. 
 In addition, any complaints received in the Office are immediately registered with 
the security firm and corrective action taken to include termination of the guard when 
appropriate.  
 The Board periodically reviews and updates the authorized lists. Everyone should 
have received a required form to update their list with our recent mailing. We have had 



incidents where residents forgot who was on their list and, when admitted without a call, 
filed a complaint for several weeks. Please remember to include people who regularly 
service your home, even if it is quarterly or semi-annually. 
 You might be interested to know that Somerset Run uses the same Security 
Company. 
Rear Gate: 
 As for the residents-only rear gate, we all know that GPSs’ direct many people to 
this entrance. It has been marked with a sign to go to Schoolhouse Road, but not 
everyone does. This causes a backup, and sometimes our residents either going in or 
coming out raise the gate. The only solution is not to do this. For the future, when giving 
out an address for Canal Walk, use 100 Canal Walk Boulevard which will direct them to 
the front gate.  
 The Board has approved a new gate for this entrance. This should minimize 
failures in the future. 

 
Jim Lyttle, Bob Rossomando, Nick Iorio and Bernie Worst 

 

 

CANAL WALK’S OWN WEBSITE 
Canal Walk residents can check on what activities are planned and sign up for 

activities right from their home computer. Just type this address and you will get to our 
Canal Walk Website: http://www.canalwalkhoa.com 
  This Newsletter also appears on the Canal Walk Website with a special 
thanks to Howard Kliger of the Website Committee.  

 
 

TO SEE CLUBHOUSE ACTIVITIES ON YOUR TV: 
NOW ON CHANNEL 8 IF YOU DO NOT HAVE AN HD CABLE BOX 

OR USE CHANNEL 281 IF YOU DO HAVE AN HD CABLE BOX 

 

Canal Walk Reservation Policy 
 

• Sign-ups are required for most events at Canal Walk (unless otherwise stated). 

• Each community sponsored event requires sign-ups and prepayment with check payable 
to C.W.H.O.A.A.F. 

• Residents at Canal Walk will have first opportunity to reserve a space for an event. 

• Events will be open to guests providing that the event has not been sold out.  Notice will 
be given when the event is open to guests. 

• As always, each event is first come, first served. 

Canal Walk Refund Policy 
 
Refunds will ONLY be given under the following circumstances: 



• The resident is hospitalized. 

• There is a death in the immediate family. 

• Canal Walk Activities Director finds it possible to resell the ticket or bus seat. 

• The event is cancelled by Canal Walk. 
 

From the Enclave Board 
Sumer is icumen en  
Lhude sing cuccu  
 
Or if you prefer: 
Summer has arrived, 
Loudly sing, cuckoo! 
 Summer is indeed here, finally, though no cuckoos have been heard around here 
as far as we know! 
 The decision to cancel the May meeting was due in part to low attendance and a 
lack of urgent topics to present to you. We will try the two meeting schedule per annum 
and make a judgement call in the future of the need to go back to three. We have held 
“meet and greet” type meetings when a new building or group of townhomes opens, and 
that seems to be very effective and helpful for the homeowners, so we will continue with 
that format. 
 We have learned that sometimes the One Call messages are not being received.  
This could be that residents have inadvertently opted out of receiving messages, perhaps 
do not hear them correctly or ignore them.  Please do listen to at least the first few 
minutes to determine if there is an important action you as a resident should take.  For 
instance, many people did not remove their cars from the garage, for various reasons, 
despite the fact that a One Call on the subject was put out twice.  The Building Reps had 
to go around their building asking those residents who had not complied to move their 
cars right away so that the scrubbers could do their job properly the following morning. If 
you are not receiving them, go to the Canal Walk Office and see Cathy Vaccaro about 
getting into the system. 
 This month we have been careful not to mention trash or recyclables; that subject 
has been beaten to death BUT … please continue to follow the directions on the walls of 
the trash rooms. 
 We have made some contract award decisions.  LMS, the incumbent 
landscaping/snow removal company, was the successful low bidder and will provide our 
services for the next three years. Hudson Energy Group has been awarded a one year 
supply contract for electricity. This year we were not able to directly save any money; 
however; their cost is $0.02 per kWh lower than if we went with PSE&G so we have 
avoided that additional cost. Our gas supply will continue to be provided by PSE&G for 
the foreseeable future. Alternate gas suppliers have declined to bid due to our low 
consumption. LMS has been given approval for various additional lawn repairs involving 
all buildings including splash blocks and seeding from winter damage. Window cleaning, 
tile floors scrubbing and garage floors cleaning are complete. Finally, we have received 
approval from the builder to have motion sensor lights put in each trash room. 



 We are pursuing township reimbursement for snow removal for The Enclave.  
Our attorney is diligently following up to settle this matter.  We will keep you informed 
of our progress and the outcome. 
 We hope you are enjoying all the amenities around us. Both pools are open to all 
Canal Walk residents, though children are not permitted in the Freedom Pool. 
 Happy 4th of July!! 
   IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS: 
   ASSOCIATION ADVISORS 
   Non-Emergency       732-294-8882 
   Emergency            888-295-4617 
              Bernadette Lombardo and Brigid Brown 

 

Covenants Committee 
 It is interesting that I received another letter about the STOP signs on Canal Walk 
Boulevard. What makes it particularly interesting is that it starts out “Dear Dave.” I 
assume I should know this person, but no such luck; whoever wrote this note remains a 
mystery. NO SIGNATURE. So, Mr. /Mrs. /Ms., the stop signs are there to keep you from 
running through the community at 60 miles an hour. Remember, most of us are old folks 
and can’t dodge you that fast. Respect the STOP signs. Respect all of us in the 
community; it doesn’t take much to avoid an accident, and it starts with those who do not 
respect the STOP signs. Remember, they are red and octagonal and say STOP in big 
letters. I know you can handle this issue, even if you don’t know how to write your name.  
                                                         Dave Lyttle 

 

IN THE BEGINNING……(CONT’) 
 
…..NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE 
          Abe Kleinberg, a truly wonderful guy (unfortunately no longer with us), started the 
unofficial newsletter “Meet Your Neighbor” in 2003.  It consisted of approximately 3 to 
4 pages and was hand-delivered by a few residents.    
          The official Newsletter Committee, chosen by the Canal Walk Advisory 
Association, met in early 2004 in the home of the Chairperson, Abe Kleinberg (Bayard 
Road).   The other four original members of the Committee were Sid Toby (Co-
Chairperson), Ronnie Bayer, Rita Kile and Pat Foldy; Roz Strauss joined us shortly 
afterward.  
           The Committee planned to publish the first official Newsletter in August of 2004.   
In order to meet this deadline, we met frequently at an empty townhouse on Yates 
Avenue since we didn’t have a Clubhouse.    Most of our early meetings were devoted to 
forming policy, the contents of the Newsletter, the name of the Newsletter and the 
approval of one or more members of the Board of Directors, for suitability.  The 
Committee expected that, rather than a quarterly Newsletter, we would be publish a 
monthly Newsletter.   Once policy, content, suitability, etc., were formed and approved, 
we worked diligently to prepare a draft of the first Newsletter.   It was then given to the 
Association Advisors for layout and subsequent submission to the Board of Directors 
whose approval was needed for the AA to produce the Newsletter.  Once approved and 



published, the Newsletter Committee members then hand-delivered them to each 
resident. 
          In October of 2004, Abe became ill and Sid Toby became the Editor and Chair of 
the Newsletter Committee and Ronnie Bayer was Co-Chair.  As more and more residents 
moved in to our community and the Newsletter was getting bigger and more difficult to 
hand deliver, we negotiated with Ron Chilson of About Our Town, Inc.  It was decided 
that he would publish and mail the Newsletter monthly for free, but he would sell and 
keep the money from the advertisers.                   
           In February of 2006, Sam Abraham became Editor, and he and Ronnie Bayer were 
Co-Chairs of the Newsletter Committee.   Sam remained as Editor for 5 years.   
          In March of 2011, Sue Smith became Editor, and she and Ronnie Bayer became 
Co-Chairs of the Newsletter Committee, and Sid Toby was Photo-Editor.  
         Our Newsletter has grown to more than 35 pages since we first began. We have 
increased our staff and publish more articles.  Some of our articles are published in the 
Renaissance and Sterling Pointe Newsletters.     
                                                      Submitted by Ronnie Bayer  

    

Activities and Announcements 
 
CANAL WALK RESIDENT REFERRAL PROGRAM EXTENDED TO INCLUDE 

GATEWAY AT ROYCE BROOK IN HILLSBOROUGH 
 With the help of our Canal Walk residents, sales at the ENCLAVE and 
RESERVE have exceeded even our most optimistic projections. 
 As a token of our appreciation, Canal Walk residents who have introduced family 
and friends to our community have received American Express gift cards of $ 2,500 for 
each referral. These cards can be used anywhere the American Express card is accepted. 
Premier Development has just opened its newest community in Hillsborough and is 
extending the Canal Walk Referral Program to include residents at Canal Walk who refer 
their friends or family to Gateway at Royce Brook, an upscale single family community 
for residents aged 55+, featuring homes similar to the Reserve homes. 
 The referral program is simple and easy to qualify for. Introduce and sign-in a 
family member or friend at our sales office or Gateway at Royce Brook Sales Office. 
If that introduction results in a home sale, a gift card with a value of $ 2,500 will be 
presented to you after the home sale closes. 
 Gift cards can be picked up at the Canal Walk sales office after your referral has 
closed. We appreciate the efforts of all our residents who have successfully participated 
and look forward to meeting more of your family and friends in the coming months. 
Every referral from one of our home owners helps to build a stronger and more unified 
community environment. Family and friends make great neighbors! 
 With our sincere thanks and hoping for continued success, 
   Canal Walk Sales Staff: Betsy, Abby, Marty and George 

 
 
CLUBHOUSE ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE                                   The Kooz Band 



 There's nothing like some good old-fashion music where 
you know the songs and can understand the lyrics.  The 
Kootz Band kept the audience hand clapping and feet tapping 
throughout the evening on Friday, May 15th.  Their melodies 
brought back great memories and smiles from the crowd.  It was 
good to have them back at Canal Walk.  Thank you MaryAnn and 
Karen for the yummy desserts. 
  June and July are quiet months for the Clubhouse 
Activities Committee.  In August we will be sponsoring a Pot 
Luck (TGIF) evening.  The Hip Replacements will be entertaining 
us with their danceable music.  September brings a new group to 
Canal Walk.  Mike Byrnes and his band will delight the group with their Irish songs.  
Late October ushers in Halloween and a murder mystery costume night.  Going along 
with tradition, the Holiday Brunch will take place in December. 
  Hope to see you at these various events.* 
          Joan Klimpl 
 *For Clubhouse Activities Events, please note that we can no longer accept 
reservations after the cutoff date as posted on our flyers.  Since we have to make quantity 
commitments to caterers and suppliers in advance of the event we must adhere to this 
policy.  Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
 

 
 
 
YOUNG AT HEART 
 The Young at Heart Club will not meet in July and August.  We hope everyone 
has a wonderful summer, and we look forward to seeing you for our September 9th 
meeting, same time and place. 
 Everyone who has signed up for the October 22nd German Fest, please get your 
checks for $72 to Jule Graham. Place your check in an envelope addressed to Jule and put 
it in the Young at Heart mail box in the Office. 
  We'll see you in September. 
       Joanne Polito, Jule Graham 

  
AN EMAIL GOOGLE GROUP HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED  
 This is an email discussion group whereby we can share information, using our 
own group email address.  Currently, more than 400 residents are participating in the 
group.  It has proved to be an efficient method for sharing information pertinent to the 
community.  While having a gmail email account is suggested, but not required, it does 
allow group members to view and search past postings. 
The purpose of this group is:  

• To share and receive references or information about vendors, e.g., "I'm looking 
for someone to fix...;" "Does anyone know of a good dentist, dressmaker, plumber, etc." 

• To sell, purchase, or borrow items, e.g. "I have a ticket for.... and would like to 
sell it;" “Can anyone lend me a baby car seat for the weekend, etc.” 



• To discuss common issues with our personal property in order to seek other's 
opinions and share possible solutions. 
The Group is: 

• NOT a public group (It is for Canal Walk residents only) 

• NOT for commercial or political purposes 

• NOT a vehicle for personal property complaints nor is it to be used to disparage 
any individual or business 

• NOT to be used as a soap box or a vehicle to "vent" about the Board, the HOA, or 
the builder. 
If you are not yet a member and would like to join the Canal Walk Google Group, send 
an email requesting membership to: canalwalk.group@gmail.com 
For more information or questions, please call Chickie Siegel (732-271-5266), Elaine 
Whelan (732-560-0140), or Evelyn Silverstein (732-650-8099). 
  Submitted by:  Chickie Siegel, Evelyn Silverstein, Elaine Whelan 

                                                                                                                                                
CANAL WALK QUILTERS 

The Canal Walk Quilters finished up their year with a potluck lunch in the 
Freedom Clubhouse, followed by a Show and Tell of 
recent projects. Sue brought her winning quilts from the 
recent Garden State Quilters’ show, “In Full Bloom,” 
held at the Mennen Arena. She won a first place and two 
third place ribbons.  

We will not be meeting during the summer 
months, but that doesn’t mean we will be idle. New 
projects are underway, and we will finish the blocks for 
the community quilt which we will assemble in the fall.  

Happy Stitching,  
         Sue Watt 

             
 

ITCH'N' TO STITCH 
 By the time you read this, our 1st Annual Sew and Sell will be a thing of the past.  
Hopefully, it was a great success, both financially to benefit our bear project and socially 
so the community will see the great work we do.  Details will follow next month. 
     We meet each Thursday in the Arts and Crafts Room at 1 PM.  Just stop by to say 
hello or maybe get interested in a stitching project.  Call Gloria at 732 537 9160 for more 
information. 
          Gloria Sipos 

  

 

TRIPS 
Trips Scheduled: 
July 21, 2015 – An American in Paris (Sold Out) Wicked – (Sold Out)  
July 23, 2015 – Yankees vs Orioles – Day Game – Depart CW at 10:30 AM   
August 5, 2015 – Yankees vs Red Sox – Evening Game – Depart CW at 4:00 PM 
September 27, 2015 – New York Jets vs Philadelphia Eagles – Depart CW at 10:30 AM 



October 18, 2015 New York Jets vs Washington Redskins – Departing CW at 10:30 AM 
November 8, 2015  New York Jets vs Jacksonville Jaguars – Departing CW at 10:30 AM. 
All football games have an approximate return time of 6:00 PM. 
Trips under Consideration: 
 August 4, 2015 – Hand to God   Fun Home - Both will depart CW at 3:00 PM 
August 18, 2015 – The King and I – Depart CW at 3:00 PM 
August 19, 2015 – Yankees vs Minnesota – Depart CW at 11:00 AM 
October 15, 2015 – The Bandstand at Paper Mill Playhouse – Depart CW at 11:00 AM 
November 10th and 17th, 2015 – Hamilton – NYC – check flyer for specifics 
November 21, 2015 – Disney on Ice – Prudential Center – Depart CW at 9:30 AM 
 This show is recommended for grandparents with their grandchildren. 
 December 3rd and 5th, 2015 – A Christmas Story – Paper Mill Playhouse – Depart CW at 
11:00AM 
Christmas Spectacular – Radio City – Details to follow 
 
 Should you wish to attend any of the proposed trips, please let the Management 
Office know so that we may determine if the trip is of interest to members of the 
community. 
 Hope you are enjoying the warmer weather! 
 Best regards, 
     Bill Corson and Tracey Allen, Trips Committee 

 
 
  

 

ART FOR ALL 
...Never tried it? Want to? Come! 
 For nine years, Jackie Weighart (former high school art teacher with M.A. in Art 
Education) has been teaching art classes at the Clubhouse on Thursday mornings from 
9:00 AM to 12:00 PM. The class is open to all levels of ability and covers drawing skills, 
color theory, composition, use of values, perspective and much more. Several mediums, 
including watercolor, pastels and acrylics are used. Every fall, there is a “past and 
present” student art show in the Ballroom. 
 For more information, call Jackie at 732-469-9292. 
         Jackie Weighart 

 

THE INDO-AMERICAN CLUB 
 The Indo-American Club of Canal Walk was formed in October, 2014 with the 
purpose of engaging in cultural and educational activities that help members preserve 
their heritage and promote good fellowship, cooperation and awareness among its 
members and the Canal Walk community. Meetings are held in the Ballroom at 7 PM on 
the first Tuesday of each month. 
 Though the Club has been in existence for just over six months, it has been very 
active and membership continues to grow steadily. Last November, we celebrated Diwali, 
the Indian Festival of Lights, with a grand Indian feast at the Freedom Clubhouse. Since 
then we have had a variety of activities at our monthly meetings including Antakshari (a 



serial sing-along of Indian film songs), a film viewing (Rajnigandha) and two medical 
talks. The first of the talks, by Club President Dr. Mohanlal Lahiri, was on the topic of 
Aging; the second, by Dr. Sadhana Sathe, dealt with Travel Medicine. The talks were 
open to all residents of the Canal Walk community and were well attended. Dr. Lahiri 
and Dr. Sathe are successful physicians of long standing, and their talks were full of 
interesting and useful information which was well received by the audience. 
 The standing committee is in the process of planning several exciting activities for 
future meetings, among them a potluck picnic with games at Colonial Park and a Diwali 
variety program with dances and music.  
 Membership is open to all residents of Canal Walk, and annual dues are $10 per 
person. Membership forms are available from Tracy Allen at the Clubhouse. You can 
also contact the club's Coordinating Secretary, Shula Nirody, at (908) 334-1737 if you 
need more information about the club. We welcome your support for our activities. 
          Shula Nirody 

 

INDO-AMERICAN CLUB-CANAL WALK  
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION  
 
I hereby apply for [   ] Membership of IN.A.C.C.  {$10/person} 
[  ] for myself        [  ] for myself and my spouse 
 
Name:  
 
Address:  
 
Telephone No. (Home):                                     (Cell):  
E-mail:   
Spouse’s name:  
Spouse’s e-mail:  
 
Attached is a check to cover IN.A.C.C. Membership dues for one year. 
 
Please make check payable to CWHOAAF and place in the mailbox of M.Shah at 10 
Constitution Way. 
 
*Please make sure to note in Memo…Indo-American Club membership. 
 
Signed: ____________________________ Date: _____________________ 
 
For questions call Shula @ 908-334-1737 or email shula24@yahoo.com 

   

ACTING UP 
 Acting Up - where characters are welcome. Canal Walk residents gather the first 
Tuesday of each month to read short scripts from plays, radio/TV shows and 
melodramas. We have a few laughs and contemplate the wonders of the amateur acting 
world. No previous stage experience is need to join, just an open mind and a wish to have 



fun. In fact, most of us have never been on a formal performance stage before joining 
Acting Up but have overcome great fears to entertain our Canal Walk neighbors. Join us 
in the new Freedom Clubhouse at 7:30 PM.  
 Preparations are just starting for our October Murder Mystery performance 
partnered with the Activities Committee. 
 For information contact: Bruce Davidson or Marion Yudow. 
         Bruce Davidson 

 

 GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS 
 There was a recent spate of interest in our water quality because we received a 
public notice that New Brunswick Water Department, a daily supplier of drinking water 
to Franklin Township, had violated certain rules set by the NJ Department of 
Environmental Protection regarding inadequately treated water. Member, Merrill Taub, 
who has extensive experience in such matters, reported:  
 “There are two areas of water quality which have to be considered separately 
when reviewing published reports. The various chemical content criteria are based upon 
the water consumer being exposed to that level of concentration for a thirty-year period.  
This means that if an analysis shows a chemical level higher than the standard for a week 
or two, there probably has been no effect on the consumer’s health, and the water 
producer is not faced with an emergency situation to reduce that chemical level.  The 
bacterial content of a water supply is measured by the e coli level.  If an analysis shows a 
high level of e coli, then the water producer must review the treatment system 
immediately to understand why it has failed to reduce this bacterial level to acceptable 
levels.  I can’t recall any outbreaks of water related illness in recent times.” 
 Recently, Dan Glicklich, a member of our group, accepted a proclamation from 
the Franklin Council for Teacher Appreciation. Ever the diplomat, Dan opined the award 
was really for all the teachers who spent “all the countless hours spent preparing lessons, 
evaluating progress, counseling and coaching students and performing community 
service.” Dan also recently received the 2014 Doris Dealaman Youth Associate of the 
Year in recognition of his volunteer service to Somerset County youth. This prestigious 
award was awarded by the Somerset County Youth Services. The Freeholder Board also 
presented a citation that read “Commendations and praise are extended to Dan Glicklich 
by the citizens of the County of Somerset through the Board Chosen Freeholders” upon 
being named the  2014 Doris Dealaman  recipient for  his commitment to the youth of 
Somerset County. Congratulations Dan. 
 There was a question about resurfacing Weston, a scenic bypass. Dan Glicklich 
looked into the matter and received assurance that the resurfacing is scheduled for later 
this year. We will keep a watchful eye on this matter. 
        Submitted by Jim Heffernan 

 
CANAL WALK WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
  Have you ever had those times when you felt like “life is the pits?” Well, Joseph, 
in the Old Testament, was physically thrown into a pit by his very own brothers.  Things 
seemed pretty hopeless from that point on.  It is all the more amazing to read his response 
years later when he said, “As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for 
good…” (Genesis 50:20).   



             Why not join us as we study the story of Joseph each Tuesday at the Club Room 
from 4:00 to 5:00 PM.  The richness of this story gives us valuable insight for our lives 
today. Call or email us if you would like more information: Gail Tornquist at 
g.tornquist@comcast.net, 732-560-7246 or Mimi Eachus at mpfaadt@eathlink.net, 732-
356-8212.                                                                                                                                                      
     Submitted by Gail Tornquist 
  

 

 

 

 

 
 
GREAT DECISIONS - SUMMER SESSIONS 
 Summer meetings will be held on July 16 and August 13. They are open to 
everyone. There are no fees involved. I will be choosing the topics unless someone 
suggests alternatives. The meetings will be held at 7:30 PM in the Club Room in the main 
Clubhouse. Written background material will be available on the Sunday before the 
meeting date on the back of the concierge desk.  
        Merrill Taub 

 
TAP FOR FUN AND FITNESS 
 “National Tap Dance Day” was celebrated again on May 25th.   It is an 
observance of tap dancing as an American art form. The idea of National Tap Dance Day 
was first presented to the U.S. Congress on February 7, 1989 and was signed into 
American law by President George H.W. Bush on November 8, 1989.  Tap Dance Day is 
also celebrated in other countries, particularly Japan, Australia, India and Iceland.  
National Tap Dance Day was the brainchild of Carol Vaughn, Nicola Daval, and Linda 
Christensen.  They deemed May 25 appropriate for this holiday because it is the birthday 
of Bill "Bojangles" Robinson, a significant contributor to tap dance. 
 On August 15th we will take a field trip to see this year’s performance of “Tap ‘N 
Time.”  Many of us attended this 2 hour show last year and were thoroughly entertained.  
“Tap ‘N time” is the main stage event for the annual Jersey Tap Fest – a weekend of 
workshops for intermediate and advanced tappers.  The show is performed by the 
teachers and students who have attended the 2 day workshop event.  We are excited to be 
seeing some of the very best tap dancers in the area performing all styles of tap from 
Broadway to Rhythm.  The show is held at Bloomfield College's Westminster Arts 
Center.  In 1966, Bloomfield College purchased the Westminster Presbyterian Church on 
Franklin Street in Bloomfield.  It was beautifully converted into this lovely, intimate (300 
seats) theater, and we found out last year that there are no bad seats.   We plan to provide 
transportation via our jitney and hope to be able to open this up to the community.  Flyers 
will be placed in the Clubhouse sometime in July.  We hope you can join us. 



 “Tap for Fun & Fitness” meets every Wednesday, 3:30-5:00 PM, in the Canal 
Walk Clubhouse Arts and Crafts Room.  No experience is needed.  Wear comfortable, 
workout clothes and hard soled shoes or tap shoes (no sneakers, please).  If you are 
interested in joining us, or if you have any questions, please call Angela Horan (732-412-
7266) or Marsha Shpiner (973-584-1688).  Performing is not required.  Our goal is to 
“Tap for Fun & Fitness.”   We are doing this just for our own enjoyment and we get a 
little exercise as a bonus. 
 So please consider joining us.  Tapping is good for you!  And we would love to 
have you. 
        Angela Horan 

 

ARTS AND CRAFTS 
 Some of you may have noticed we have two new teachers offering their talents at 
Canal Walk.  Barbara Yaney is teaching an on-going drawing class for adults on 
Thursdays, and this summer she will be teaching children in a weekly drawing session on 
Sunday afternoons.  Peg, from Michaels, is teaching wreath-making for each of the 
holidays.  I will be teaching a Sunday polymer clay class for children and a glass fusing 
class for adults. 
 On July 26th, Mark will be teaching a desert landscape in oils from 10-5:00. 
In August, we will be teaching a free class on "How to Tile."  You bring your tile and the 
item you want to tile.  The class will split up the cost of the grout, glue, and glaze.  Please 
look for the flyers and join in the fun. You may even surprise yourself on how talented 
you can be!!! Call for questions: 732-569-8387. 
         Betty Whalen 

       

SNOW FALLS ON SUNDAY CINEMA 
            The May entry at Sunday Cinema 
was Snow Falling on Cedars expertly moderated 
by Sam Pesce, as he relayed the details of a man's 
death as it unravels into a deeply haunting mystery 
and an extraordinary tale about the persistence of 
hate and the power of love. The film was released 
in 1999 and nominated for an Academy Award for 
Best Cinematography. The story is a rich, 
multilayered film about a high school romance 
and a murder trial a decade later. Sam reviewed the cinematography aspects of the film as 
the story unfolds in flashbacks, overlapping dialogue, half-understood events, flashes of 
memory, all seen in a variety of visual styles: color, de-saturated color, black and white, 
even a little grainy 16 mm.  A lively discussion followed with gourmet treats and sweets 
enjoyed by the large crowd of movie aficionados.  
             Sunday Cinema meets each month in the spring, fall and winter to view and 
discuss classic and independent films.  To be part of this discussion, entertainment and 
social event, contact me at yudow@langlab.rugers.edu for email notification of film 
times and showings.  See you at the movies! 
                                                                                           Marion Yudow 

 



TRAVEL CLUB 
 Our next trip will be to Lake George and Lake Placid, New York on September 
1.  This is a 4 days, 3 nights package that includes 3 nights lodging, 3 buffet breakfasts, 3 
dinners including dinner shows, cruise of Lake George aboard Lac Du St. Sacrement, 
guided tours of Saratoga Springs, Lake George and Lake Placid, motor coach 
transportation, luggage handling and all tips and taxes.  The cost of this trip is $499 per 
person. 
           After the first of the year, a cruise will be arranged - either an 8 night package to 
the Bahamas or a 12 night trip that will include the Western Caribbean and Cozumel, 
Mexico.  Both trips leave from Bayonne. 
         For these and future trips, join us on the third Tuesday of the month or call Roz at 
732 563 0201.  Also, check for flyers in the Clubhouse, but paid members always get 
choice. 
       Submitted by Gloria Sipos 

  
 

Talk of the Walk  
 We accept short entries regarding significant/unusual accomplishments, 

milestone anniversaries and birthdays, births, deaths and acknowledgements. 

• The Canal Walk community wishes to express their deepest sympathy 
to DAN ROSENFIELD, of Constitution Way, on the loss of his wonderful wife, 
OLIVE. She will be missed by many, especially her Red Hat friends. 

• The friends and neighbors of ROBERT AND EMILIA GECIK of Tallman Lane 
wish to extend their sincerest sympathy on the passing of ROBERT'S mother, 
MARY GECIK.   

Cultural Arts                    
 We are busily working on new concert possibilities while writing and printing 
fliers for those already signed.  In addition, we have attended concerts in other venues to 
assess their fitness for CW. For the first time, we will present a summer concert, starring 
The Duprees.  With such a busy calendar here, it is difficult to plan trips and classes, but 
we have several in the works. 
AUGUST 22 - THE DUPREES 
 Talented, professional, always entertaining, these 4 magnetic men, along with 
their 6 piece band, always captivate their audiences.  Their close harmony, ever popular 
songs and practiced choreography, have charmed people from Las Vegas to the East 
Coast. 
 You can often see them on TV PBS stations and in large auditoriums. We have 
arranged a special ticket price for our residents and guests though our seating will be 
limited.  We could sell almost 300 tickets if we position the stage up front, but in order to 
give you the best viewing, we will put it in the usual place, by the fireplace.  That is 
where we try to stage concerts with vocalists. 
OCTOBER 21 - TOSCA 
 The jitney will whisk 20 people to the Metropolitan Opera House this afternoon to 
see and hear an evening performance of the melodic and thrilling opera.  In the pit, 
conducting the orchestra, will be the great Placido Domingo.  Arriving early will allow 
you to dine in one of the local establishments, should you so choose. After seeing the 



large turnout for our joint lecture class with The Opera Club of the works of Puccini, 
given by a RU-ALL teacher, we thought the next step would be a live performance of one 
of his greatest compositions.  
NOVEMBER 7 - IMPERIAL BRASS 
 Three years ago we engaged this 29 piece ensemble to perform a variety of music, 
from pop to the classics.  Arranger Mark Freeh, who formerly worked with stage, 
recording, and concert greats in his NY studio, is the "heart" of this splendid group. 
Every type of music is redone for brass instruments, as well as those compositions 
written directly for them.  We have seen concerts of works, written by a Swedish 
composer, which overwhelmingly showed the band off for its extraordinary musicianship 
and solo artists.  To celebrate the Fourth of July, the Imperial Brass will be in the Big 
Auditorium in Ocean Grove. But for November, a completely new program is being 
written just for us.   
 A "big finish" is in store for you at our last concert for 2015. 
         Lucille Taub 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                            Neil Donell and the sounds of James Taylor 

 
Women's Club 
 The Canal Walk Women's Club is happy to announce that we are transitioning to 
a Presidium Form of Leadership which was unanimously confirmed by our Board of 
Directors and our General Membership at our February 18, 2015, Woman's Club 
Meeting.  Our Women's Club Nominating Committee Co-Chairs: Gloria Sipos and 
Ronnie Bayer and Committee Members Marian Zotti, Annette Martino, Elaine Costanza, 
Mary Lou Hatzantonis and Karen Anderson presented the following slate of Officers:  
Mary Ann Renzulli, President: Board and Monthly Meetings; Ronnie Bayer: President 
and Program Director; Mary Jo Gaughan, President:  Fundraising; and Fran Ruggiero, 
President: Fund Raising.   There were no nominations from the floor.  A special thank 
you to our Women's Club Nominating Committee for their time, effort and hard work.  
 The term of office for our Secretary: Betty Rivera, Treasurer: Betty DePinto and 
Assistant Secretary/Treasurer: Marie Lyttle will remain until 2016.   We wish to thank 
Mary Ann Renzulli and Ronnie Bayer for stepping up to take on the responsibilities as a 
Presidium President and welcome them to the team.  We have many exciting plans for 
our Annual Fund Raiser to be held on October 24, 2015.   Our new caterer is Jack 
Gregory of Classic Caterers, who has put together a wonderful menu for our Fundraiser 
Gala Luncheon.   You will hear more about him and the menu in the near future. 
 Many thanks to all our Women's Club Members and all our current and past 
Board Members; you are the heart and soul of our Organization.    
 We look forward to seeing all of you in September! 



 HAVE A HAPPY AND SAFE SUMMER. 
         Mary Jo and Fran 

 
 As a new president of the Canal Walk Women's Club, I would like to thank all 
who have given of your time and service over the years.   Thank you.  
 Your continued help and support is needed to keep the Canal Walk Women's Club 
tradition of women helping women and the community. 
        MaryAnn Renzulli 

 
On May 20th, we held our Victorian Tea.  Queen Victoria (Alisa Dupuy) and her 

two Ladies in Waiting Chelsea Dupuy and Taban Jaaf (see picture below) joined us and 
regaled us with stories of her life as a child and as Queen.  The audience was enthralled 
by her stories.  I want to personally give a big "Thank You" to all the Club members who 
shopped, set-up the Ballroom, made tea sandwiches and desserts, etc., for a wonderful 
job. Thank you again. 

                          Ronnie Bayer   

 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
We will be holding our 7th Annual Vendors Festival on Saturday, November 14 

at 12 PM in the Ballroom.  Letters with Contracts have been mailed or e-mailed to past 
vendors.  We are still hand-delivering them to our residents who have previously 
participated.  If you haven't received yours and you are interested in participating again 
this year, please contact Ronnie Bayer (732-302-9389) or Mary Lou Hatzantonis (732-
356-1148).  Vendors have begun to send in their contracts and checks.  Tables are 
limited, so if you wish to be a vendor, please send in your contract and check as soon as 
possible.  

Our Pot Luck Dinner will be June 17.  Member only.  Flyers are in the Lobby of 
the Clubhouse. At this meeting, we will have the Installation of the New Presidents. 

There will be no meeting in July and August.  Enjoy the Summer! 
MEETINGS AND EVENTS 

June 17 – Pot Luck Dinner-Members Only 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS   FOR FUTURE EVENTS: 
Wednesday, September 16 – To Be Announced 
Saturday, October 24 – Annual Fundraiser 
Saturday, November 14 – Annual Vendors Festival 
Wednesday, November 18 – To Be Announced 
Saturday, December 5 – Christmas Tree and Menorah Lighting 
                                                                                     Marie Lyttle 

 

 



Veterans’ Club 
 The Memorial Day celebration was a success, due in large part to Chet and Gloria 
Trechock. Their organization skills make it look so easy, but we all know the work 
involved--our thanks to you both! The weather was excellent, neither too hot nor cold; 
the wind was not extreme and the speaker just right. The "troops" looked good and were 
mostly in step when required. As always our chaplain, Sal Saladini, did a splendid job as 
MC for the day, keeping the program moving right along. Our speaker, Lt. Col. Frank 
Roughneen, was very good and to the point as to what Memorial Day should represent. 
  Now to the important part of the day: Elmer's catering provided us with a 
delicious barbeque and the festivities proceeded. Good food, good drink and good friends 
kept the fun going thru the afternoon and into the watermelon and very good 
chocolate cake. 
 On Memorial Day, we took the jitney to the parade route to ride in classic 
Cadillacs, one of which refused to start. At the Memorial Plaza at the Municipal 
Building, the Franklin High School ROTC Cadets conducted the ceremony which 
included Canal Walk Veterans representing their service at the wreath laying ceremony. 
The following Saturday we went to Bound Brook for an OpShoebox packing (see below) 
and softball game featuring The Wounded Warrior Amputee softball team. There were 
about 18 vets, some with wives, in attendance--thanks for coming. We packed 
approximately 500 boxes (about 125 packages). 
 In my travels around our community, I’m glad to see some more American flags 
flying. I guess, as people move in, they bring their flags with them. I just wish I saw 
more. By the way, how did you like the flags on our entrance driveway on Memorial Day 
weekend? Thanks, Tom! 
 Next up is our trip to Lakehurst, and…who knows what else. 
        Linn H. Smith, Commander 

 
Representing all the members of 
the Canal Walk Veteran's Club,  
this band of brothers boarded 
the jitney to participate in the 
Franklin Township Memorial Day Parade. 
   We are honored for your service, gentlemen. 

 
 
 
 
 

Operation Shoebox 
 As you have already seen, we had a packing on Saturday May 30 at a ball field in 
Bound Brook. The day was warm and slightly humid, but we still had a good turnout, 
including at least 18-20 of our Canal Walk Veterans and wives; thank you all for 
coming and doing such a good job of packing. We put together a lot of boxes, and then 
we bagged excess goodies for future packing. We actually did run out of baggies. 



  As we were finishing up and loading the truck, the teams hit the field and began 
what was an impressive display of athleticism. I'm not big on slow-pitch softball, but 
what those guys do is amazing. I was told that the Wounded Warriors require that their 
opponents go all out in their play and not hold back due to misplaced sympathy. It was 
sure obvious that the Warriors did not hold back. Amazing what these guys can do --- 
no wonder our troops are able to do what they do. One of the Warriors told me he had 
received packages while he was in Afghanistan, and they were indeed a great morale 
booster. He said they were grateful for the fact that we, at home, remembered them. 
THEY were grateful! WOW! Sure made me think of my blessings. 
      Linn H. Smith for Operation Shoebox 

  
Men’s Club      
 
MEN’S CLUB CALENDAR 

• July 13:  Men’s Club Summer Picnic.  Summer 2015 here we go!  We will kick it off 
with our annual Summer BBQ starting at 6:00 PM.  Only members in good standing 
may attend.  Make sure you respond to the RSVP so you can be counted.  A brief 
business meeting will precede the food, drinks and the fellowship. 

• July 13:  The Men’s Club July Food Drive begins at 4:30 PM when the Franklin 
Township Food Bank van will be at the Clubhouse and it will be there until 7:30 PM to 
accept your donations.  THIS IS OPEN TO THE ENTIRE CANAL WALK 
COMMUNITY.  Pastas, cereals, canned goods of any kind (fruits, vegetables and 
meats) are needed.  Please, no expired food items.  In lieu of goods, cash donations are 
welcomed.  Make checks out to Franklin Township Food Bank and place in an 
envelope.  These will be collected together with the food items.  Thank you in advance 
for your generous support. 

• July 14 & 15:  AARP Evening Driver Safety Classes.  The CW Men’s Club is co-
sponsoring another AARP evening Driver Safety class on July 14 & 15 (5:30 PM to 
8:30 PM) at the Regency Jewish Heritage Post-Acute, Rehab and Nursing Centers 
located at 380 DeMott Lane, Somerset, NJ.  Contact Marie Barnes via 
Mbarnes@regencynursing.com or (732)995-3934 to sign up.  Cost is $15 (AARP 
members) or $20 (non-members).  Flyers are in the Clubhouse carousel.  A “light 
dinner,” of sandwiches and beverages will be served. 
 Note:  Be on the lookout for the next daytime classes in October, 2015. 

• July 29:  The Beaver Brook Golf Outing tees off.  Modified shotgun start, “A, “B” and 
“C” flights, scramble format and Italian buffet lunch.  Prizes to be awarded to the 
winning foursome in each flight and for straightest drive and closest to the pin.  Be 
there before the 8:30 AM start time. 
 
DUES AND MEMBERSHIP 
 If you’re not yet a member, join the club.  Enrollment is open all year round for 
new members.  Call Charlie Okun at 732-377-3401 for more information.  Come join us 
at our next meeting and see what we’re all about.  You can also find out more about us 
by going to our website at http://canalwalkhoa.com/. 
 
ONGOING COMMUNITY PROJECTS 



 The Good and Welfare Committee sends get well cards to members.  Please let 
Gil Selvin (732-356-3269) or Sal Saladini (732-271-5110) know about members who 
are ill, hospitalized or recuperating. 
 
GO GREEN 
 The hazardous waste days will take a break in July and August.  The next one will 
be on September 12th at the Branchburg Township Public Works Garage, 34 Kenbury 
Road, Branchburg, NJ 08875 from 9 AM to 2 PM. 
 Operation Secure Shred also takes a summer break in July and August.  Watch out 
for the September schedule.  

 Electronics recycling is accepted at Newtech Recycling located at 600A Apgar 
Drive in Somerset. They’re open Monday through Friday from 7 AM to 5 PM and on the 
first Saturdays of the month from 8 AM to 2 PM.  Call 732-564-3110 for more 
information. 
 
PROPER DISPOSAL OF MEDICINE 
 Safely dispose of your unwanted, expired or unused medicines, including 
prescriptions, over-the-counter and pet medicines (excluding syringes).  We can help 
prevent crime, help keep our drinking water supply safe and help prevent harming wild 
life and the environment. 
 Individuals are asked to keep medicines in their original container, use a marker to 
cross out their name and place the medicine in a clear plastic bag.  Medicines that are no 
longer in their original container should be placed in a plastic bag with the name of the 
medicine written on the bag. 
Medicines can now be dropped off at two locations: 

1. the drop box at the lower level of the Somerset Administration Building located at 20 
Grove St., Somerville, NJ 08876, near the entrance to the Sheriff’s Office.   

2. the drop-off box in the lobby of the Public Safety Building at 495 DeMott Lane, 
Somerset, NJ 08873 (Franklin Township Municipal Complex). 
 Year-round, the Men’s Club collects used compact fluorescent light bulbs and brings 
them to Home Depot for recycling.  Please place them in the box in the Clubhouse Arts 
and Crafts Room and help preserve the environment. 
           Jay del Prado 

 
Hadassah      
 Deep into the summer months, many of us are enjoying a more relaxed social 
schedule.  Hadassah has fewer activities and meetings, but our annual Pizza Party on July 
14 gives us a chance to see lots of friends and neighbors. Held in the Clubhouse 
Ballroom, this event is open to all members, spouses, neighbors, friends and relatives.  At 
$12 per person, we include pizza, soft drinks, watermelon and cookies. BYOB (no glass 
please). Look for the flyer, or contact Adele Gilman at 732-412-6652 or Paula Schwartz 
at 732-469-7666.  See you there. 
  Save the date of August 11 for our Summer Luncheon/Card Party.  Open to all 
residents of Canal Walk, it will be held in the Clubhouse Ballroom starting at 12:00 noon 
and costing $25 per person.  Beverly Rabinowitz will collect checks at 67 Bayard Rd.  If 



you have a group, have one person combine forms and checks in one envelope. If you 
need help finding a game, check with Evelyn Lasky. 
  Another save the date is for a Fashion Show to be held on October 13.  Anne 
Roman will chair this event with clothing by Chico’s in Bridgewater. More to follow. 
  Our chapter is still celebrating our “Outstanding Chapter of 2014” award but not 
resting on our laurels. We continue to be involved in Community Outreach and advocate 
for issues such as the Justice for Victims of Trafficking Act.  We would love to have you 
join us as a member. See Pam Green or Bonnie Shrager about membership.  
  ShopRite scrip is a great fund-raiser for us.  Each certificate purchased at $25, 
$50, or $100 costs us nothing extra but earns us needed funds.  Contact Evelyn Lasky or 
Janet Kliger or purchase at meetings. 
  See you at the pool. 
      Edna Stone, Communications Committee   
 

 

 
Italian American Club 
 Last month we had several jitney trips, including the Leonard J. Buck Garden and 
Willowwood Arboretum. It was a beautiful day, and the gardens were magnificent. We 
also took a road trip to the Pioneer Tunnel Coal Mine where we enjoyed a tour of the coal 
mine and rode on an old fashioned narrow gauge Steam Train.   
 Signups for our jitney trip to Kittatinny Dual Racing Ziplines on July 15 is open 
to all members. In addition, we are planning two trips to the S 9 St. outdoor Italian 
markets in Philadelphia. They are celebrating their 100th anniversary. 
 Thank you to Bob Rossomando and Nick Iorio for their presentation of the 
transition period and the question and answer session that 
followed. 
 Our Scholarship Committee, led by Robert & Joy 
Pellegrino, completed the selection of winners from the three 
high schools participating. Thank you and the committee for their 
fine work. Next month we hope to have pictures of the winners. 
 Last month we had two exciting events: our Horse Races 
on June 13 and Pot Luck Dinner with DJ Gary Morton on June 
20. Everyone attending the events had a great time with the 
excitement of the racing and the great food and music at the Pot 
Luck Dinner. 



 Sal Martino and Charlie Minutillo held our first Saturday afternoon of Bocce 101 
to teach all who are interested in learning the fundamentals of playing bocce. All who 
attended left with a better understanding of the game. 
 Next month we have a very special event on Saturday, August 15; the JERSEY 
SOUND will be entertaining us. They are one of the Tri State area’s premier oldies band, 
known for its versatility and talented members. It will be a fun evening with burgers, hot 
dogs and Rock & Roll. Look for the flyer in the Clubhouse. 
 There will not be regular scheduled meetings in July and August, so pay attention 
to our emails and one call phone messages to keep up with jitney trips and other events.  
 If you don’t receive our emails or the one call for IACC activities, please notify 
me so I can add you to our listing.  
 Please continue to support our activities as all profits go to our Scholarship Fund.  
         Ciao, Mike Palmieri  

 
Singles Club 
  The Singles Club welcomed spring with our annual Spring Dinner, this year 
catered by J. Gregory.  Good food and an exciting trivia game with a twist made for a fun 
evening.   To make sure you don’t miss out on upcoming club events, make sure you 
attend the meetings, read the Newsletter, and check for flyers at the Clubhouse. 
Reminder:  
 There is a special Singles Box in the Clubhouse Office (on your left as you walk 
in the door). When dropping off reservations and check payments, please, no cash, to 
ensure the validity of our records.    Singles Club annual dues are $20.  For new 
members (only new members) who join after June 30, membership dues for 2015 
will be $10.   All checks for our Club events (trips, dinners, etc.) should be made out to 
CWHOAAF. Please write the event you are paying for on the check. 
Coming Events:  
 For reservations or questions regarding any event, please contact Susan 
Kropiewnicki at 732-560-1596 or Phyllis Chiavetta at 732-412-7679.  For information 
about the Singles Club, please contact Susan Kropiewnicki at 732-560-1596. And look 
for flyers at our meetings or in the Clubhouse. Meetings are always the 2nd Wednesday of 
the month at 7 PM in the Ballroom. Dinner events begin earlier at 6:30 PM. 

No meetings in July and August. 

• September 9, 2015 (Wednesday) – Game Night/Dinner – 6:30 PM 
(Paid members only) Join us for a rousing game night Singles Club style as we welcome 
members back after the summer hiatus.  The cost for dinner (wraps salads/chips/ dessert/ 
etc.) will be $10. Deadline for signing up for this event is September 2.  Check flyers in 
the Clubhouse for details.  For reservations and information regarding this event, please 
contact Phyllis Chiavetta at 732-412-7679. 

• October 14, 2015 (Wednesday) – Old Time Ice Cream Social – 7:00 PM 
(Paid members only) Come join us for an evening of good old fashioned fun and games. 
Lots of surprises! Check flyers at the Clubhouse for details. 

• November 11, 2015 (Wednesday) – The Year in Review/ Election Night – 
7:00 PM 

(Paid members only) Meet, greet and vote.  Come and meet the candidates for 2016 Club 
offices and vote for the candidate of your choice. This is a very important club election.  



We will also review the year’s activities, share some great photos, and you can be sure 
there will be a few surprises. Check flyers at the Clubhouse for details. 

• December 6, 2015 (Sunday) – Holiday Brunch 
(Paid members only)  The Singles Club Holiday Brunch will be a lavish “Best of the Best 
Award Winning Brunch” at the Stoney Brook Grille in Branchburg.  The brunch will 
include both breakfast and lunch items as well as house-made desserts and beverages, and 
this year we will have our own private room for a fun holiday event. The cost of the 
brunch is $25.  Check for flyers at the Clubhouse for details and reservation information. 
For reservations and information regarding this event, please contact Phyllis Chiavetta at 
732-412-7679. 
 Be sure to check future Newsletters and flyers in the Clubhouse for 
additional trips and events.     
                                                                                                           Phyllis Chiavetta 

 
    

NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE 
 The Canal Walk Newsletter is published monthly to keep the residents informed 

about events at Canal Walk. 

 We accept articles submitted by Canal Walk Residents subject to the following 

guidelines: 

 We do not accept any articles expressing political or religious opinions. 

  We do not accept any articles that resemble an editorial. 

 We do not accept any articles that advertise for profit. 

 Paid advertising is available through our Publisher, About Our Town. 

 The deadline for all material is the 8th of the previous month.  Please submit your 
articles on time.  All submissions must be emailed with the author clearly stated. The 
deadline for the August Newsletter will be July 8th at 5:00 PM. LATE ARTICLES 
WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. 
 Please send us articles about past events as well as future plans for your group or 
club.  In addition, send photos to go with your articles. 
 
Items for Talk of the Walk, theatrical reviews, restaurant reviews should be sent to Ellen 
Catalina at ecatalina2@verizon.net. 
Recipes and What's Happening sent to Ronnie Bayer at ocrbayer@aol.com. 
Photos sent to Sid Toby at ybots@hotmail.com.  
Club Activities and Announcements and Poetry sent to Susan Smith at 
lhssps@comcast.net.  
Articles about pets and questions for Design Solution to Judy Gottlieb at 
bagelsandhoney@comcast.net. 
Staying Healthy sent to Nina Pesce at pesnia2@yahoo.com. 

Meet Your Resident Artist sent to Frank Catalina at fecatalina@gmail.com 

 
 All articles received by any member of the committee are acknowledged either by 
email or phone.   
 Please note: If you didn't get a confirmation, it means that we didn't get it. Carry-
overs may not be included. You should submit a new article each month. 



 We reserve the right to edit, condense, or reject submitted material. 
 Do NOT submit serious looking material from the Internet unless it has first been 
checked as authentic with Snopes.com or a similar web-checking site.  
    Ronnie, Sid, Susan, Ellen, Judy, Nina, Frank  

 

 
 
INTERVIEW WITH SID TOBY 
            On a sunny day in early June, Sid Toby biked from his Danbury model home on 
Tallman Lane that he shares with his wife Frina of 61 years, to Ronnie Bayer’s home at 
the other end of the street. Ronnie and Judy Gottlieb interviewed Sid about life in Canal 
Walk, the Toby’s move in late June to Massachusetts and his extensive work on the 
Newsletter over the last eleven years.    
  
RB:      How, when and why did you get involved with the CW Newsletter? 
ST:       I was a faculty member in the department of Chemistry at Rutgers University and 
as such, ‘publish or perish’ was in my blood so it was a natural progression to write and 
work on the formation of the Canal Walk Newsletter. Canal Walk was a new community 
and being a bit handy, Abe Kleinberg (Editor) suggested I write about home issues.  
  
JG:      What did the first Newsletter look like? 
ST:       When I got involved with the Newsletter, it was a simple publication of three or 
four sheets. Abe Kleinberg was an inspired publisher and as the community grew, so did 
the Newsletter. Abe reached out to About Our Town publishers for publishing the 
growing Newsletter, printing it and mailing it to each home free of cost to our residents. 
During Abe’s illness, I took over as Editor. 
  
RB:      Did you enjoy being the Newsletter Editor, Photo Editor, taking Committee 

meeting minutes and writing the Home Hints Column? 
ST:       I enjoyed supporting the Newsletter in all ways, including the Home Hints 
column regarding routine home maintenance. Frina had bought me a digital camera 
which was used when I was asked to take pictures at an early CW Women’s Club fashion 
show luncheon. At that event, I was asked by one of the organizers regarding my 
thoughts on the ‘costumes’ - I replied “I wore enough to keep warm and avoid a citation.” 
I kept taking and editing pictures for the Newsletter over the years. 
  
JG:      Don’t be modest but your piano expertise is well known. Where did you learn to 

play so well? Did you play at CW events? 
ST:       I’ve been playing the piano for more than 70 years. My parents saved to get me a 
piano and lessons. As I got better at playing, I taught children how to play and used the 
income to take more lessons to keep improving. I practice almost every day, but only 
classical music. I love playing on our elderly baby grand piano that will be going with us 
to Massachusetts.  
  
RB:      I heard about the book you wrote while at Rutgers. Can you tell me about it? 



ST:       When I first came to Rutgers I went on to the roof of the Chemistry Department 
and took several photos in different directions. I repeated this every ten years for forty 
years. Later, I decided to continue a departmental history written earlier and I included in 
the book some of the photos taken from the roof. My history was published in 2010 and 
has been popular with RU faculty and with current and former students. Over the years, 
I’ve published over eighty articles in chemical publications but have also written about 
other fields. I wrote an article of life in the U.K. for the 70th Anniversary of the 
declaration of war   with Germany and the first ‘mistaken’ air siren event right after that 
declaration. The Star-Ledger published the account last year in their website. 
  
JG:      You’re originally from England; then immigrated to Canada before finally 

settling in New Jersey and becoming a professor at Rutgers – now Professor Emeritus, 

School of Chemistry. Did you meet Frina in Canada? 
ST:       I joined my parents in Montreal a couple of years after they emigrated from 
England. I did my undergraduate work in London and decided to continue in a doctoral 
program at McGill University in Canada. I met Frina at a youth club in Montreal and then 
bumped into her on a bus a few days later. She, thinking that I was alone in Montreal 
without my parents, invited me to dinner at her mother’s home. Her mother was a very 
good cook as is Frina. Frina worked in a biochemistry lab at the Royal Victoria Hospital 
in Montreal, and after we married, she would drive me early to my lab at McGill. There 
was no-one there early so there was nothing to do except work and this enabled me to get 
a Ph.D. in three years. Later I received a two-year postdoctoral fellowship at the 
Canadian National Research Council in Ottawa. The salary was low so I did some part-
time teaching to nurses on the theory and use of X-rays. I found I could teach and 
enjoyed it as much as research and when the fellowship expired I applied to some large 
universities for a job. The first acceptance was from Rutgers and so Frina and I moved to 
New Brunswick, N.J.    
  
RB:      Why are you leaving Canal Walk? 
ST:       Frina has had some serious health issues over the past few years that have 
included extensive rehabilitation. The house with its many steps has been comfortable but 
difficult to navigate. With our son in Chicago and daughter in Boston, it made sense to 
move to an apartment in an assisted living community in suburban Boston. 
  
JG:      Any writing or photography plans for your new home? 
ST:       I hope so. I’m sure there is a newsletter that I can contribute to. Once we settle in, 
I look forward exploring, investigating and doing things – contributing to our new 
environment.    
  
RB:      What will you miss most about NJ? 
ST:       Leaving is not easy to do but we feel that it’s the right decision at this time. It 
takes a physical and emotional toll to downsize and leave good friends. We’ve enjoyed 
our gardening - growing fig, lemon and gardenia trees – some of which are coming with 
us. We enjoyed living here, as Franklin Township is still ‘green’ with 33% of the area 
undeveloped. Here. I can bike, garden and do it all in an attractive setting. It will be 
difficult to leave these things and leave our friends behind. 



  
JG:      Any last thoughts?        
ST:       You always need a sense of humor. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           On behalf of the Newsletter Committee (Ronnie Bayer, Ellen Catalina, Judy 
Gottlieb, Nina Pesce, Frank Catalina and me), many thanks to Sid Toby for his expertise, 
professionalism, devotion, hard work, wise counsel and wonderful humor, from all of us 
at Canal Walk. Our meetings will not be same without him! We will miss Sid and Frina. 
                                                                                                               Susan Smith 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Portrait of a Resident Artist 
 This issue's artist and artisan is Leo Hershkowitz, a self-described "tinkerer." Leo 
is a man of many skills and talents, and he uses those skills and talents to make things, 
some practical, some beautiful, and some both.  
 Leo and his wife, Ruth, came to Canal Walk approximately nine years ago. Prior 
to that they had lived in the Cherry Hill area for some 22 years. 
 Leo was originally born and schooled in Brooklyn, New York, a site some in 
Canal Walk might refer to as the "cradle of civilization." His favorite subject in high 
school was the shop class where Leo excelled at turning out projects using the machinery 
and equipment provided. For one particular project Leo, a high school student, actually 
built the machine he would subsequently use to complete it, a machine the school later 
allowed him to take with him and which is still in his home. 
 After graduating high school and serving a term in the service, Leo began to work 
in a factory that assembled watches. Starting at the bottom, Leo so excelled at this trade 
that within a relatively short period of time he was managing the factory. He learned 



everything he came to know about watches and clockwork systems, not from any formal 
vocational training program but from observation and experience in the factory.  
 The next step for Leo was to open his own company in Manhattan where he 
employed 60 workers engaged in assembling watches for various brand-name companies, 
a business he refers to as a "trade shop."  
 Roughly 45 years ago, Leo became interested in "tinkering" for enjoyment and 
self-expression, aside from his business. A large part of that tinkering has consisted of 
making clocks for the enjoyment and satisfaction it gives him. His home features many of 
these clocks, large and small, all of which are interesting. Some can be seen in this 
article. They are made both from metal and wood, materials he skillfully shapes with the 
substantial number of machines and tools he maintains in his full basement. 
 Quite a number of those machines were built by Leo himself, just like the one he 
built in high school and which sits in his basement with many others. Among these 
devices are lathes, both wood and metal, table saws, an automatic hacksaw, a belt sander, 
a milling machine and a drill press. He maintains that, when contemplating a new project 
it gives him as much satisfaction to devise the machine needed as the finished product 
itself. 
 A number of years ago, while strolling in Princeton with Ruth, he had occasion to 
view a craftsman cutting glass to include in a stained glass work. He said to himself, "I 
can do that," and took up working with stained glass to create colorful works, some of 
which can be seen here. 
 Leo has also created numerous "scrolls," detailed depictions of various scenes 
carved out, silhouette style from wood. These can be mounted on the wall or displayed as 
hangings. 
 Each of these types of things Leo has created for the joy and appreciation of 
himself and his family rather than for sale. Many of them can be seen gracing his lovely 
home, and he has impressed me with apparently boundless energy and determination to 
continue to add to them, working on projects he enjoys doing.  
        By Frank Catalina 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Computer Views 
 What’s the difference between a computer virus and malware? For most of us 
there is no difference. It’s just the degree of aggravation. Malware is mostly bothersome 
– too many pop ups, some site always trying to sell you something, extra toolbars that 
you never asked for, etc. But at least your system still operates. A virus can take many 
forms but, in general, it takes over the operation of your system. For instance, you type in 
one website address, and it takes you someplace else and doesn’t let you leave, or maybe 
it slows your system down to a crawl. 



 Now your first line of defense is a good anti-virus program like Norton (free to 
Comcast customers) or McAfee or AVS (also free). But none of them are perfect and 
occasionally something sneaks through.  I’ve recently found a couple of programs that 
can be very helpful in eliminating these threats if they do get through. The first is 
IOBIT’s Malware Fighter, and you can download it free from www.iobit.net (not .com – 
that’s another site that looks the same but isn’t). Download and install it, and then run its 
scan every few weeks to keep your system clean. 
 The second program is Spyhunter, and it can be downloaded from 
www.enigmasoftware.com. This one catches viruses, and I have recently had some good 
luck with it on a resident’s laptop. But there is a catch. It’s a free download and a free 
scan, but when you click the “fix all” icon, it asks you to buy the program for $40. But 
it’s a very good $40 investment if it works. Caution – there’s also an automatic renewal 
every 6 months, which you can turn off. My suggestion – download and install the 
program but don’t run a scan or purchase it until you get into trouble. 
 Finally, a note about Cartridge World in the Cedar Grove Shopping Center. The 
storefront has closed, but Manny set up a kiosk in the deli next door. So you can buy the 
cartridges from the kiosk and if they are not there, Manny can call and get them the next 
day. I’ve already purchased ink from the kiosk and the prices are the same. 
         Howard Kliger 

 

 
 
 
       Photo by Judy Gottlieb 

 
Writing Our Stories   

Calling all men and women who like to write!  What better way to spend a hot, 
summer evening than enjoying the company of fellow scribes as we bring back Writing 
Our Stories.  Nina Pesce, editor of the Staying Healthy column, wants to journey 
together with you as we explore our own life’s stories.  If you enjoy writing, this eight 
week course begins on Wednesday night, July 8 and ends on Wednesday night, August 
26, at 7:00 PM in the Café in the Clubhouse.    

No previous knowledge of writing is required in this casual, non-critical 
atmosphere with your peers.  There will be no A+ or B’s to worry about.  The goal is to 
achieve your own sense of satisfaction and accomplishment.  Each week will be a 
different topic for you to write about and share with the group.  So come along and write 
just for yourself or to preserve your memories for generations to come.  Call Nina at 732-
595-5813 to register.  Limit 12. 

        Nina Pesce 

 
Staying Healthy 
    Say What?” 
 Like many of you, I’ve been trying to keep my elevated level of cholesterol in 
check by avoiding certain foods.  Eggs and shellfish are eaten on a very limited basis, 
both of which, I happen to love.  Butter on my bread and a glass of red wine to finish off 
my meal has also been sparse on my menu selections.  Now I read that all my sacrifices 



may have been in vain while reading the constant flow of breaking health news that 
makes my head spin. 
 An article in the April 2015 AARP Bulletin entitled, Rethinking Cholesterol, 
certainly caught my eye, and I read on.  “Missing the days when you used to scramble 
some eggs for breakfast?  Well, maybe you can indulge again.  The country’s top 
nutrition panel says eating cholesterol-rich foods like eggs and shellfish is OK for healthy 
people because cholesterol in food doesn’t necessarily raise cholesterol in the blood?”  
“Say what?”  I think I’m pretty healthy.  I promptly and, somewhat defiantly, scrambled 
two eggs, threw in some cheese, buttered my toast and sat down with a guilt free smile 
and enjoyed every morsel. 
 Oh yes, butter, too, has been taken off the forbidden list.  In an article in the May 
2015 issue of Woman’s Day magazine, an article whose headline read Bottom Line 
Health Advice – Experts help sort through confusing messages so we can stay well for 
life.  According to research, people who ate more of certain types of saturated fats (found 
in full-fat dairy and animal products) weren’t any more likely to develop heart disease 
than those who consumed less.  “Say what?”  Their bottom line is “a little pat of butter or 
a small steak is OK on occasion, but you should mostly stick with healthy fats, like those 
found in nuts, avocados and fatty fish to promote heart health.”  Does this mean I can 
forgo my fat free ricotta on toast and indulge in a real cannoli? 
 We’ve all heard that red wine is good for your heart, but in the same Woman’s 
Day article, it notes that alcohol consumption can cause cancer.  Well, the good news 
about wine, beer and liquor is that all three offer some heart-protection benefits, says 
Donald Hensrub, MD, a preventative medicine expert at the Mayo Clinic.  These raise 
HDL (good) cholesterol and thins the blood, which minimizes the risk of clots and red 
wine has a slight advantage thanks to antioxidants, like resveratrol.  Of course, we do all 
know that drinking large amounts is detrimental in many other ways, so moderation (one 
drink for women and two for men, and ideally, not every day) is recommended.  “I can 
live with this!”  
 The list goes on and on.  You’ve heard that a great way to cut down on calories is 
to use artificial sweeteners, but the same article also explains why fake sugar might be 
even worse than the real stuff.   A study published in the journal, Nature, finds that faux 
sugar might cause glucose intolerance (a condition associated with diabetes) by altering 
organisms in your gut.  Dr. Scott Isaacs, an Atlanta endocrinologist, believes that 
sweeteners are confusing your body.  “The brain thinks it’s getting something sweet, 
which leads to cravings since you’re not actually obtaining calories.  This could attribute 
to higher obesity statistics.”  He suggests if you are trying to lose weight, consider giving 
artificial sweeteners the boot! 
 So what’s a person to do?   New dietary guidelines are slated for release later this 
year, and until then, my adage is ”Take each day with a grain of salt,”…that is, of course, 
if you want to follow  The American Heart Association warning to “Never consume more 
than 2,300  milligrams of sodium daily, which is the amount of sodium in 1 teaspoon of 
salt.”  We just can’t catch a break, can we? 
      Submitted by Nina Pesce 
 

Hey, Wasn't This Us?   
         
  A little house with three bedrooms, one bathroom and one car on the street.  
 A mower that you had to push to make the grass look neat.  
In the kitchen on the wall we only had one phone,  



 And no need for recording things, someone was always home.  
We only had a living room where we would congregate, unless it was at mealtime  
 In the kitchen where we ate.  
We had no need for family rooms or extra rooms to dine.  
 When meeting as a family those two rooms would work out fine.  
 We only had one TV set and channels maybe two,  
 But always there was one of them with something worth the view.  
  For snacks we had potato chips that tasted like a chip.  
 And if you wanted flavor there was Lipton's onion dip.  
  Store-bought snacks were rare because my mother liked to cook,  
 and nothing can compare to snacks in Betty Crocker's book.  
  Weekends were for family trips or staying home to play.  
 We all did things together -- even go to church to pray.  
  When we did our weekend trips depending on the weather,  
 no one stayed at home because we liked to be together.  
  Sometimes we would separate to do things on our own,  
 but we knew where the others were without our own cell phone.  
  Then there were the movies with your favorite movie star,  
 and nothing can compare to watching movies in your car.  
  Then there were the picnics at the peak of summer season,  
 pack a lunch and find some trees and never need a reason.  
  Get a baseball game together with all the friends you know,  
 have real action playing ball -- and no game video.  
  Remember when the doctor used to be the family friend,  
 and didn't need insurance or a lawyer to defend?  
  The way that he took care of you or what he had to do,  
 because he took an oath and strived to do the best for you.  
  Remember going to the store and shopping casually,  
 and when you went to pay for it you used your own money?  
  Nothing that you had to swipe or punch in some amount,  
 and remember when the cashier person had to really count?  
  The milkman used to go from door to door,  
 and it was just a few cents more than going to the store.  
  There was a time when mailed letters came right to your door,  
 without a lot of junk mail ads sent out by every store.  
  The mailman knew each house by name and knew where it was sent;  
 there were not loads of mail addressed to "present occupant."  
  There was a time when just one glance was all that it would take,  
 and you would know the kind of car, the model and the make.  
  They didn't look like turtles trying to squeeze out every mile;  
 they were streamlined, white walls, fins and really had some style.  
  One time the music that you played whenever you would jive,  
 was from a vinyl, big-holed record called a forty-five.  
  The record player had a post to keep them all in line  
 and then the records would drop down and play one at a time.  
  Oh sure, we had our problems then, just like we do today  



 and always we were striving, trying for a better way.  
  Oh, the simple life we lived still seems like so much fun,  
 how can you explain a game, just kick the can and run?  
  And why would boys put baseball cards between bicycle spokes  
 and for a nickel, red machines had little bottled Cokes?  
  This life seemed so much easier and slower in some ways.  
 I love the new technology but I sure do miss those days.  
  So time moves on and so do we and nothing stays the same,  
 but I sure love to reminisce and walk down memory lane.  
  With all today's technology we grant that it's a plus!  
 But it's fun to look way back and say,  
      Hey look guys, 
  THAT WAS US!  
      Submitted by Ronnie Bayer 

 
The Animal Corner  
 SERIOUS DOG FLU HERE IN NJ.  A New Jersey dog that was treated for 
“dog flu” by a veterinarian in New York is the state’s first known case of canine 
influenza. The virus that has sickened more than 1,100 dogs in the Midwest possibly 
spread when pet owners boarded their dogs while on spring vacations, according to the 
Associated Press. In response, last month, the state Departments of Health and 
Agriculture issued a warning to pet owners about the highly contagious flu virus. While 
fatalities from canine flu occur in one in 10 cases, even a mild version of the illness can 
be unpleasant for pets and expensive for their owners. In its current form, it does not 
infect people. According to a New Jersey warning, the disease has two forms. The mild 
form is characterized by a moist cough that persists up to 30 days along with fever, 
reduced appetite and sneezing. The severe form is characterized by a high fever and 
pneumonia. A canine influenza vaccine is available, and people who board their dogs, 
visit dog parks or whose dogs are exposed to other dogs, should discuss vaccination with 
their veterinarians. Compiled from Kathleen O’Brien, NJ Advance Media. 

 JUST A LITTLE TRIM, PLEASE. Feel free to trim longer hair on Fido, but 
never shave him. The layers of dogs' coats protect them from overheating and sunburn. 
Brushing cats more often than usual can prevent problems caused by excessive heat. And 
be sure that any insect repellent product you use on your pets is labeled specifically for 
use on animals, like All-Natural Heavenly Organic Ecoshield ($10). Always check with 
your vet for the correct product and application. Compiled from www.aspca.org and 

www.prevention.com.  
 (SUN)BURN NOTICE: Another hot weather tip. “Dogs and cats are at risk for 
sunburns and developing skin cancer just like people are,” says Kathleen Shaw, a 
veterinarian and media relations chair of the Vermont Veterinary Medical Association.  
Short haired, light-skinned animals are most susceptible.  Ask your vet which sunscreens 
are safe to use on dogs and cats, then use on the bridge of the nose, ears and belly. And 
… when the sun is cooking, surfaces like asphalt or metal can get really hot! Try to keep 
your pet off of hot asphalt; not only can it burn paws, but it can also increase body 
temperature and lead to overheating. Compiled from www.pethealthnetwork.com and 

www.bhg.com.  



 MORE SUMMER TIPS – AND ALL 
YEAR ROUND TOO.  Make sure window screens 
are secure during this fresh air season.  Close the lids 
on toilets and trashcans.  Tuck away or tape down 
electrical wires.  Store cleaning products in latched 
cabinets and don’t leave medications on low 
nightstands. Remember, July 4th fireworks can be 
stressful to both cats and dogs. Compiled from 

www.aspca.org.    
 FIDO LOVES THE SHORE.  Pet friendly beaches abound in NJ and here are 
some of them: Wildwood Dog Beach, Stone Harbor Beach, Barnegat Lighthouse State 
Park, Brant Beach, Bayshore Waterfront Park Beach, Sea Girt Beach, Seaside Park, 8th 
Ave Dog Beach and Point Pleasant Beach.  Enjoy!   
 TRAVELING WITH FIDO? Here are some pet friendly hotels: Motel 6, Red 
Roof Inn, La Quinta Inns & Suites, Beach Shack (Cape May) and W Hotels.  Compiled 

from www.JerseyPetPages.com.   

 FUN FACT NUMBER ONE.  If Fido is acting funny, get out the umbrella.  72% 
of dog owners believe their dog can detect when stormy weather is on the way.  FUN 
FACT NUMBER TWO. There’s a reason dogs circle around before getting down to 
business.  They have an instinct to be aligned with the earth’s magnetic field before they 
do their business.  Really?? Compiled from Jersey Pet Pages. 

 LET’S GET SERIOUS.  Getting the most out of your pet’s vet visit is all about 
being prepared. Consider these tips.  If you’ve just moved into our beautiful community, 
bring a copy of your pet’s medical records with you.  Write down any meds and dosage 
Fido or Fluffy is taking.  When making the appointment, ask if a stool or urine sample 
should be brought.  Make a list of all the things to ask about your pet: hair coat, diet, 
exercise, program, toilet habits, etc.  Bring a pencil or IPhone to write down any info 
your vet provides.  Ask for a handout or a brochure containing details.  Don’t be 
embarrassed to ask questions – Fido’s vet is his family doctor.  Your observations and 
questions are important.  Ask about emergency hours and phone numbers should it ever 
be needed.  Compiled from New Jersey Veterinary Medical Association.    
 THE FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP ANIMAL SHELTER, located at the 
Municipal Complex on Demott Lane, (732-873-2500, ext. 6255) appreciates the 
generosity of Canal Walk residents who have steadily increased their contributions to the 
adorable dogs and cats waiting for forever families at the Shelter.  Want to be part of this 
movement of openhearted giving?  Please donate dry dog/puppy/cat/kitten food and toys, 
clean/worn towels/blankets/sheets, paper towels/sponges, flea medications, Q-Tips, 
catnip and bleach. You can visit the Shelter: Tuesday – Friday, noon to 3 PM and 
Saturday noon - 6 PM. There is now an easy way to drop off your generous donations 
at the Shelter when it’s closed.  A large wood box to the left of the Shelter front door is 
available for after hour’s donations.   If you cannot get to the Shelter, please contact me 
for help in getting your donated items to the Shelter at (732) 356-0023 or at 
bagelsandhoney@comcast.net.  Please add your name and address to the package for a 
tax contribution response letter. Thank you for caring and sharing.   
        Judy Gottlieb 

         



Design Solution  
            This month we’re showcasing a special Christmas in July 
edition of Design Solution with a home that effortlessly pairs good 
design with holiday decorating.  Pat and Sam Gordon’s townhome 
is a one-of-a-kind celebration of family and decorating smarts. 
 Coming through the front door – a door that is 
always open to family and friends – a custom wood bench 
painted with ‘Welcome’ and a handy spot to drop the keys 
and mail - lets you know you truly are welcome.  The 
sunlight streaks through the entrance door with adjacent 
candles in the windows for more light.  A maple chest adds 
extra storage and was decorated to celebrate the Christmas holiday.  A good example 
where everyday furniture doubles as a staging area for celebrations. The dining room 
straight ahead holds a large walnut top table with distressed dark blue wood turned legs 
and matching chairs.  A sideboard repeats the dark blue distressed look for coordination.  
Usually folded on a side chair, I asked Pat to show me the draped patchwork quilt that the 
seventh and third ‘buddy class’ children at St. Mathias made and the Gordons were lucky 
to win in a raffle.  Lovely connection to Pat’s teaching days there, living with art and a 
fine example of what talented children accomplish. Nearby is Pat’s mother’s hutch 
alongside the still working antique sewing machine with its lovely scrolled ironwork. The 
staircase wall is spectacular with vintage, past and current family photos encompassing 
the wall from the bottom of the steps to the top. Pat worked out the pattern of the multiple 
photos with sensible spacing given to each frame so that they can be enjoyed 
individually.  The white painted walls of all-encompassing dining room and living room 
work well to show off the photos. The family room is a cozy place to view the TV and 
enjoy the warmth of the fireplace.  Pat designed and commissioned a wall mural of a 
covered bridge in a rural setting.  Smart decorating to embrace an angled tall wall and 
have a one-of-a-kind artwork to show it off.  An antique wood kidney shape table sits in 
front of the windows.  Solid wood shelves that incorporate curtain rods and valences 
hang above the wall of windows.  Carved and imprinted wood plaques echo the Gordon’s 
family values.  
 The living room is a cozy retreat with a matching buffalo plaid print sofa and 
loveseat with overstuffed pillows in a soft floral design that is also on the armchair and 
window valences.  Two vintage, solid corduroy fabric wing chairs look out to the front 
garden.  Smart decorating to have two complementary print fabrics quietly offset by a 
solid fabric.  Pat’s diminutive childhood music box rocking chair is a daily reminder of 
family good times.  A sofa table holds Christmas decorations but is an ever-evolving 
display area for the rest of the year.  A stately grandfather clock brings sound and 
movement next to an antique coal stove that Pat refinished to complement the color of the 
carpet. A stained and glazed wood shelf that Pat also refinished holds part of her Hummel 
collection.  Soft cream walls are a good background for the furniture and carpet. You 
can’t help and note but not notice that all the electrical outlets, switches, cable and 
telephone connects in the room (and the rest of the house), are unobtrusive and in the 
right spot for each appliance.  This wasn’t an accident – the Gordons carefully planned 
and customized where furniture, appliances, and lighting would be placed. 
  It’s a lucky person who is invited into the Gordon’s kitchen.  Not just for the 



yummy meals and home baked desserts but to also experience the full wall mural that sits 
across from the kitchen island.  And what a fabulous wall it is.  Pat designed and 
commissioned an artist to paint a street scene that has the families’ history, past 
businesses, names and the sweetest of all, her grandchildren’s figures at play in front of 
the stores and homes - even the cat is not forgotten.  It’s just breathtaking, innovative and 
says so much about the Gordons – absolutely one-of-a-kind and wonderful! But Pat 
knows that a kitchen takes quite a bit of use and wisely applied a water-based varnish to 
protect the mural. So smart. The kitchen bleached wood wall and island cabinets with 
white porcelain knobs are complemented by mocha tiles with copper inserts.  A slender 
LL Bean cabinet that Pat refinished holds extra storage while a diminutive vintage chair 
sits in the corner.  
 The Ethan Allen master bedroom furniture is a quiet retreat where Pat designed 
floral sconces complementing the floral silk shade on the American Country lamp.  A 
Cape Cod tall cabinet holds linens, a vintage hurricane lamp adds extra light, and a 
custom built Country Barn sofa table that Pat finished in a two-tone wood stain for a 
coordinated American heritage look complete this restful area. The master bath has pretty 
scalloped mirrors over the double sink and a stained two-tone refinished cabinet holds 
bathroom supplies.  Sam enjoys the upstairs open loft ‘man cave’ with his oversize TV 
and vintage decorations in a golf motif – homage to his favorite sport. One of the upstairs 
bedrooms is decorated in the Americana style for comfortable grandchildren sleepovers. 
 Pat and Sam’s home is a reflection of their strong family values, with inspiring 
looks and practical decorating, along with an expert eye for unusual furniture and objects.  
This is not surprising as Pat is a well-known and very successful jewelry designer. 
Comfortable, welcoming and unique – bravo! 
 Design thought for July:  Quality - no matter what.  Beautiful things last – you 
can make do with a cheaply made, throwaway chair but you probably won’t love it in 
five years, and you’re wasting money. 
 This column is for your home decorating questions and to celebrate your own 
design solution.  Each month, Canal Walk residents may submit a decorating question 
and get a Design Solution in the Canal Walk Newsletter.  You can even be featured each 
month with a decorating solution that you’ve already accomplished.  Email me at 
bagelsandhoney@comcast.net for your Design Solution! 
                                                                                         Judy Gottlieb 

The Poetry Corner 

Sense of joy 

Have the sense of freedom,  
Have the sense of joy, 
I am proud to be an American,  
And I am proud to be free,  
But I won't forget the great men,  
Who also died for me! 
Happy 4th of July :) 
 



The colors all 
The colors blue, white and red, 
On the flag gives us the message of love,  
As there is a deep solitude today,  
It is the Independence day, 
So, here is our salute to the country so great, 
May there be Peace and harmony to every state! 
Happy 4th of July! 
 
………………Read more at http://www.wishafriend.com/4thofjuly/ 
 
(Editor’s note: In my search for a poem for this July issue, I found a website that had 
poems written by children. While I found many famous patriotic poems written by 
famous poets, I found these two poems to be just right…”out of the mouths of babes!) 
       Sue Smith 

 
The Joke Corner 
Moms of the Famous Might’ve said... 
  

• Michelangelo’s mother:  “Mike, can’t you paint on the walls like other children?   Do 
you have any idea how hard it is to get that stuff off the ceiling?” 

• Abraham Lincoln’s mother:  “Again with that stovepipe hat, Abe?  Can’t you just wear a 
baseball cap like the other kids?” 

• Albert Einstein’s mother:  “But Albert, it’s your senior picture.   Can’t you do something 
about your hair?  Styling gel, mousse, something...” 
       Submitted by Marge Heffernan 

 

Recipes 
VAL'S TARTS 
Ingredients: 
1/2 Cup Milk                                                          1 Teaspoon Vanilla 
1 Package Cream Cheese                                       1 Box Vanilla Wagers 
1 (8 Oz) Tub Cool Whip                                         1 Can Cherry Pie Filling 
1/3 Cup Sugar                                                         Cupcake Paper Liners 
  
Directions: 
Soften cream cheese and mix together with milk, Cool Whip, sugar and vanilla in a 
mixing bowl, using low to medium speed.  Place one wafer in cupcake paper liners.  
Spoon mixture on top of wafer until each cupcake liner is almost full.  Top off with the 
cherry pie filling.  Refrigerate.  Makes 12 tarts.  May double the recipe.  
                                                                           Submitted by Mary Tighe  

 

Peanut Butter Balls 
2 Cups Chunky Peanut Butter    
1 lb. Powered Sugar 
3 Cups Rice Krispies      



1 Stick Melted Butter 
 Mix all ingredients—make into bite size balls.  If mixture is crumbly, add a little 
more melted butter. 
Coating 
1 Half Large Hershey Bar     
6 oz. Chocolate Bits 
1/2 Bar Paraffin Wax (finely shaved or chopped) 
 Melt together over hot water (not boiling).  When melted, dip balls into chocolate 
mixture.  Place on wax paper.  Use toothpick to dip balls or tongs. 
Makes about 70 
                                                                  Submitted by Marie Little 

 
 
 
Theatrical Reviews 

WANTED: 
Reviews of all kinds are wanted from the residents of Canal Walk! Please send your 

submission with your selection, your opinion of it, and any other information you feel is 

pertinent. Send to ecatalina2@verizon.net.                                    

 
Restaurant Reviews  
Wild Ginger Asian Cuisine 
 I just returned from a lovely evening with friends to evaluate a new restaurant for 
this review article.  Wild Ginger Asian Cuisine, 149-3 Pierce Street, here in Somerset, 
had its grand opening four months ago.  My friends and husband knew I was going to 
critique this place, so they all got into the act. 
 “The décor is simple, and clean!” said my husband.  Our friends said, “The 
service is good and the dressing on the salad is delicious!”  The fact that it is a BYOB 
establishment allowed us to uncork the wine we had brought, sit back and peruse the 
copious menu.  We ordered the Salt & Pepper Soft Shell Crab, the Royal Family (beef, 
chicken, shrimp, zucchini, snow peas and carrots in brown sauce), Thai Shrimp, and 
Yellow Curry Tofu & Vegetable.  Typical of the food critic shows on TV, we all took our 
very first forkful and commented.  Each agreed, what we chose was delicious and 
pleasing.  The luncheon buffet is open Monday to Friday from 11:00AM – 3:30PM and 
costs $8.59.   Lunch items range from $4.25 to $9.50 and dinner choices range from 
$4.75 to $16.95.  We all agreed we would definitely recommend Wild Ginger to our 
friends, and now I have.  Give it a try for sure!   
 Wild Ginger, 732-868-6300 is open Monday – Thursday, 10:30 AM – 10:00 PM  
               Friday – Saturday, 10:30 AM – 10:30 PM 
               Sunday – 11: 00 AM – 10:00 PM 
        Submitted by Nina Pesce 

 

 I am sure that many of you go out to dinner from time to time -We would like to 

hear from you so that we can pass on your good or not so good recommendations. Many 

of us come from all over New Jersey and others from out of state and do not know the 



area or where to dine - your input would be so very helpful. Please try to include the 

following: Name of Restaurant - Address - Telephone Number and Prices. Submit to 

Ellen Catalina at ecatalina2@verizon.net.     

                                 

What's Happening 
NJ STATE THEATRE 
15 Livingston Avenue, New Brunswick – (732) 246-7469                                   
Jul 19                 5:30 PM             An Evening with Sarod Maestro, Ustad Amjad Ali 
                                                      Khan and Sons, Amaan and Ayaan Ali Khan 
                                                      Presented by DRSA USA     
                     
HUNTERDON HILLS PLAYHOUSE (Dinner Show) 
88 Route 173 West, Hampton – (800) 447-7313 
Jul 7 – Aug 22                               Twist & Shout!   
(Matinees: Mon – Sat 11:30 AM and Sun 2 PM; Evenings: Sat 6:30 
PM)                                     
             
MASON GROSS SCHOOL OF PERFORMING ARTS 
85 George Street, New Brunswick – (732) 932-7511 
Nicholas Music Center 
Jul 3         7:30 PM                Zeltsman Marimba Festival: Julie Spencer and Island Music 
Jul 15           7 PM                 Mason Gross Summer Series: Mason Gross Jazz Faculty 
All-Stars 
Jul 22           7 PM                 Mason Gross Summer Series: Atlantic Brass 
Quintet                                                                                         
Schare Recital Hall            
Jul 8               7:30 PM          Zeltsman Marimba Festival: Jack Van Geem and Webster   
Shindell Hall 
Jul 5               7:30 PM          Zeltsman Marimba Festival: Plus Cheung & Yuhan So 
                                                                               
SOMERSET VALLEY PLAYHOUSE 
689 Amwell Road (Route 514), Hillsborough – (908) 369-7469 
Jul 17 – Aug 2                           Breaking Legs         
(Fri & Sat 8 PM & Sun 2 PM)   
  
BUCKS COUNTY PLAYHOUSE 
70 South Main Street, New Hope, PA – (215) 862-2121 
Jul 10 – Aug 2                          On Golden Pond     
(Evenings: Tue & Thu 7:30 PM; Fri & Sat 8 PM; Matinees: Wed, Thu, Sat & Sun 2 
PM)                           
                   
                    Submitted by Ronnie Bayer 
 
 


