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From the Board of Directors 

 
        Happy New Year! The Board wishes you and your family all the best and a happy 
and healthy 2016. Good luck with keeping your New Year’s resolutions. 
ELECTION COMMITTEE BEING FORMED 
        As previously announced on the Canal Walk Website in November, a new 
committee is being formed to review the Board election process that currently includes 
the use of proxies as stated in our By-Laws. The committee will be asked to review the 
current balloting and election procedures and make recommendations for improvements. 
As most of you know, there is a Board election for two Directors every year which is 
scheduled for October 27, 2016 this year. 
        Those interested in being considered for the new committee should submit an 
application to Tom Merklinger by January 22nd.  An application form will be available in 
the Clubhouse and on the Canal Walk Website (www.canalwalkhoa.com). In addition to 
homeowner representation, our association attorney and management company will also 
be members. The committee will be selected in January and is expected to make their 
recommendations to the Board by April 1st. 
TRANSITION 
        FWH, our engineering consultant, finalized the inspection report for Stage 3 
transition items; i.e., the Freedom Clubhouse, Freedom Lane, Canal Walk Boulevard, 
various other streets and associated landscaping and common areas. The Stage 4 
transition report, which covers areas around Boston Way, Patriots Way and connecting 
cul-de-sacs, has also been finalized. Both reports were sent to the Builder last month for 
review. 
        As of this writing in early December, all of the new stucco and decorative stone has 
been applied to the exterior walls of the Clubhouse. Portions of the underlying sheathing 
had to be replaced along with some of the wall framing that was deteriorated by the 
moisture that was present behind the stucco and decorative stone. The inner walls and tile 
in the steam room also had to be replaced because of the extent of damage to the outer 
framing and sheathing. The remaining steps to complete the Clubhouse renovation 
project are to install a perimeter drain around three sides of the building, pour new 
concrete pads for the air conditioner units to properly position them and re-install the 
landscaping. All of this work was expected to be completed in December if the weather 
cooperated. 
        In addition to the Clubhouse repairs, there is still some work that FWH must 
complete before all of the issues for Stages 1 through 4 are documented. The Township 
had previously advised that the bike path that borders our community along Schoolhouse 
Road and Mettlers Lane is our responsibility to maintain. Accordingly, FWH inspected it 
and is providing a report that will be sent to the Builder. FWH is also preparing reports 
related to the Freedom Clubhouse with respect to moisture levels behind the outer 
decorative stone walls and the adequacy of the ventilation in the attic. When all of these 



supplemental reports are finalized and approved by our attorney, they will be sent to the 
Builder for his review.  
NEW ACTIVITIES DIRECTOR 
        If you have not done so already, please stop by the Management Office and say 
hello to our new Activities Director, Jodie Nolasco. Jodie has a background in computer 
software training, building management and customer service. She can be reached at 732-
356-8806 or by e-mail at Jodie@askaa.com.  
SAVE THE TREES 
        We need your help. The Men’s Club started a “save the trees” project about seven 
years ago that consists of installing metal wire cages around trees in common areas to 
protect them from damage caused by deer. This is an ongoing project as new trees are 
planted. However, it is necessary to remove the cages installed in the early years (after 
the trees have matured and can withstand the bark damage) so that tree growth is not 
stifled. Please look around the common areas near your property, and if you see evidence 
that the tree trunk diameter is close to the cage size, e-mail Ron Lerner with the tree 
location (rblerner@comcast.net).  
        At this time the Board would like to thank the Men’s Club for providing this service 
and needs your participation to ensure its continued success. Your anticipated assistance 
is appreciated. 
REMINDERS FOR THE NEW YEAR 

� Our community is divided into three sections for purposes of snow removal. The 
section that is plowed first changes with each snow event, so you may live in the 
last section to be plowed for the first snow storm of the season. Your turn will 
come to be plowed first as we progress through the winter. Please remember that 
all vehicles must be removed from the street before any anticipated snow event. 

� If you recently purchased a new car, please be reminded that all vehicles must be 
registered and display a Canal Walk identification decal on the driver’s side rear 
window. Application forms are available in the Management Office. 

� Property Modification Request (PMR) forms must be submitted and approved by 
the Covenants Committee before landscaping/architectural work can begin in 
accordance with Section VII in the CWHOA Rules and Regulations. One of the 
purposes of the rules is to maintain the physical appearance of our community 
which protects our property values. Increased emphasis will be placed on 
enforcement this year to ensure that Canal Walk continues to be a desirable place 
to live and one that we can be proud of.  

� Maintenance fees are due on the 1st of the month; there is a $25 late fee if 
payment is not received by the 10th. If you submit payments by U.S. mail, you 
should allow up to seven business days for mailing and processing. (Depending 
on holidays and weekends, we have found that it could take up to five days for 
first class mail to get from New Jersey to Atlanta where your payment is 
processed.) Please plan accordingly. Better yet, pay your maintenance fee via 
ACH direct debit to ensure it is received on time. ACH debit application forms 
are available in the Management Office. 
                     Jim Lyttle, Bob Rossomando, Nick Iorio, Bernie Worst 

 

CANAL WALK’S OWN WEBSITE 



Canal Walk residents can check on what activities are planned and sign up for 
activities right from their home computer. Just type this address and you will get to our 
Canal Walk Website: http://www.canalwalkhoa.com 
  This Newsletter also appears on the Canal Walk Website with a special thanks to 
Howard Kliger of the Website Committee.  

 
 

TO SEE CLUBHOUSE ACTIVITIES ON YOUR TV: 
NOW ON CHANNEL 8 IF YOU DO NOT HAVE AN HD CABLE BOX 

OR USE CHANNEL 281 IF YOU DO HAVE AN HD CABLE BOX 

 

Canal Walk Reservation Policy 
 

• Sign-ups are required for most events at Canal Walk (unless otherwise stated). 

• Each community sponsored event requires sign-ups and prepayment with check 
payable to C.W.H.O.A.A.F. 

• Residents at Canal Walk will have first opportunity to reserve a space for an 
event. 

• Events will be open to guests providing that the event has not been sold out.  
Notice will be given when the event is open to guests. 

• As always, each event is first come, first served. 

Canal Walk Refund Policy 
 
Refunds will ONLY be given under the following circumstances: 

• The resident is hospitalized. 

• There is a death in the immediate family. 

• Canal Walk Activities Director finds it possible to resell the ticket or bus seat. 

• The event is cancelled by Canal Walk. 

 
From the Enclave Board 
 
WELCOME TO 2016!! 
 We wish you a happy, healthy and prosperous new year. 
 Although the actual word “January” is not included, we added this because it is one 
of the most well- known quotations relating to winter. 
“Blow, blow, thou winter wind  
Thou art not so unkind  
As man's ingratitude; 
Thy tooth is not so keen,  
Because thou art not seen,  
Although thy breath be rude.”    



        As you Like It, William Shakespeare 
 

NEW YEAR’S NEWS: 
 AG Wilson, The Enclave Property Manager, will be on site three days per week 
beginning the week of January 4th. He will be located in the Fairfax building and has the 
same phone number, 732-412-7618.  The office number is programmed in the security 
call box under the title of “Management Office.” Given his growing work load, we ask 
that you still use the suggestion forms, located in the mailrooms and Clubhouse, so that 
he may respond appropriately to you and not lose track of verbal requests. At the time of 
this writing, we don’t have confirmation of which days he will be here, so that 
information will come under separate cover. The office hours will be 8:30am – 4:30pm, 
and the office will be closed for lunch from 12-1pm.There is a small holder on the wall 
outside his office where you may drop off paperwork/mail for him.  
Fairfax Update 
 Two of our new homeowners have volunteered to be Building Reps; they are Steve 
and Maureen Stavrou in 6313. They will help the Board communicate to homeowners 
and, they will try to answer any questions you may have or send you off in the right 
direction for answers. The Enclave Building Reps and Block Captains meet once a 
month, so they will be happy to bring your suggestions and questions to that table also. 
 It is good to see our newest residents taking part in some of the many activities that 
Canal Walk offers.  We hope they continue to enjoy their new life style. 
February 25, 2016 Community Meeting and Election 
 Our biannual election is coming up in February, and you will shortly be receiving a 
“call for candidates” letter for the two positions of Directors for the Enclave Board.  
Please do consider submitting your resumes to apply.  Though the positions are 
challenging, they are most rewarding as well. As an alternative, you might also consider 
volunteering for the Covenants Committee or Building Rep/Block Captain positions. We 
are still looking for someone to represent Paine Way. You can call a Board member for 
an explanation of the responsibilities, which are quite simple and not onerously time 
consuming. 
2016 Budget 
 All coupon books have been mailed along with a copy of the budget.  If you have not 
received them, please call Association Advisors. If you have any further questions you 
may contact AG or a Board member and your questions will be answered. 

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS: 
ASSOCIATION ADVISORS 

                          Non-Emergency………………………………732-294-8882 
                          EMERGENCY……………………………….888-295-4617 
 Stay warm and safe this winter and don’t go out in snow unless absolutely necessary. 
                                                      Bernadette Lombardo and Brigid Brown 

    

Covenants Committee 
 We hope everyone had a great holiday and, hopefully, the New Year will be bright 
and beautiful for all.  At this writing, no snow, so we are ahead of last year.  
       As we begin the new year, a quick reminder, NO, not about the Stop signs.  Before 
any work is done, please submit PMR’s where they are needed.  This will expedite the 



processing of the work done and eliminate the need to go back and verify work that may 
not meet the community standards.  If you have any question about whether a PMR is 
required, please let me know, and we will advise you before the work is done.  
Sometimes you do not need a PMR; often you do.  A quick phone call and maybe a visit 
avoids problems in the future.  
      So, keep up the good work on the PMRs and yes, Stop at the STOP signs.  
          Dave Lyttle 

 
Activities and Announcements 
 
CANAL WALK RESIDENT REFERRAL PROGRAM EXTENDED TO INCLUDE 

GATEWAY AT ROYCE BROOK IN HILLSBOROUGH 
 
 With the help of our Canal Walk residents, sales at the ENCLAVE and RESERVE 
have exceeded even our most optimistic projections. 
 As a token of our appreciation, Canal Walk residents who have introduced family 
and friends to our community have received American Express gift cards of $ 2,500 for 
each referral. These cards can be used anywhere the American Express card is accepted. 
Premier Development has just opened its newest community in Hillsborough and is 
extending the Canal Walk Referral Program to include residents at Canal Walk who refer 
their friends or family to Gateway at Royce Brook, an upscale single family community 
for residents aged 55+, featuring homes similar to the Reserve homes. 
 The referral program is simple and easy to qualify for. Introduce and sign-in a family 
member or friend at our sales office or Gateway at Royce Brook Sales Office. 
If that introduction results in a home sale, a gift card with a value of $ 2,500 will be 
presented to you after the home sale closes. 
 Gift cards can be picked up at the Canal Walk sales office after your referral has 
closed. We appreciate the efforts of all our residents who have successfully participated 
and look forward to meeting more of your family and friends in the coming months. 
Every referral from one of our home owners helps to build a stronger and more unified 
community environment. Family and friends make great neighbors! 
 With our sincere thanks and hoping for continued success, 
   Canal Walk Sales Staff: Betsy, Abby, Marty and George 

 
CLUBHOUSE ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE 
 Our Holiday Brunch, which each year ushers in the holiday season, was a huge 
success, as always, and everyone enjoyed sharing food and friendship with fellow Canal 
Walk patrons.  
      January brings a New Year, and with it comes some new festivities from the 
Activities Committee.   For our first event, we will be celebrating Chinese New Year on 
Friday night, February 5, at 6:30 in the Ballroom.   The price stays the same as last year, 
$12 per person.  Soda, water, coffee, tea and dessert will be offered, and BYOB.   Flyers 
will be in the Lobby for sign-up.  Please be prompt as all events fill up quickly.  We will 
enjoy, as we have in the past, a wonderful selection of Chinese food, and this year, some 
authentic entertainment. Please come and enjoy. 



 Mark your calendars for our St. Patrick’s March event, to be held on Saturday, 
March 12, when we celebrate the “wearin’ of the green!”  Look, once again, in the Lobby 
for flyers, and be sure to watch for some of the new entertainment we have lined up for 
the year 2016. 
     We currently have some open positions on our committee and we are seeking new 
volunteers.   We welcome any participants who would care to devote some time and 
effort to making our events fun for everyone.  If you wish to be considered, please 
contact me either by e-mail (sallen0608@comcast.net) or by telephone (732-564-5457). 
        Submitted by Seena Allen 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                        Winter Wonderland and Old Glory in Canal Walk 
                              Photography by Jay del Prado 

 
YOUNG AT HEART 
 Happy New Year - Make this year a Healthy and Happy One. 
  The Young at Heart Club will hold its first meeting of the New Year on Wednesday, 
January 13th in the Arts and Crafts Room. Jule Graham will be collecting dues at this 
meeting.  Our club has grown so much that we feel it necessary to raise our dues to $10 
for the year.  This fund helps pay for our little treats and extras throughout the year.  To 
participate in our trips, paid club members will be given priority sign up for the trips. 
  We are planning a trip on Wednesday, March 30th to see "Spreading It Around" at 
the Hunterdon Hills Playhouse.  The cost of that trip is $52, and we will be collecting 
checks made out to CWHOAAF with the memo Young at Heart/Hunterdon Hills. We 
have 40 seats reserved, first come, first paid up on this one.  If you plan on going, have 
your check at the January meeting. 
  We do have trips planned for May and June and flyers will be available after the 
January meeting. 
 Looking forward to another great year. 
       Joanne Polito and Jule Graham 
   

LOCAL THEATER INFORMATION 



  Welcome to all the new neighbors who moved into Canal Walk at the end of 2015.  
As you settle into your new home, you will soon become familiar with all the activities 
and events that are made available at our own Clubhouse.  Knowing that you may not be 
aware of what a convenient and culturally rich area Somerset is, we thought we'd assist 
you and tell you how a short thirty minute drive will take you to wonderful venues for an 
exciting afternoon or evening experience. 
  If you travel west on either Route 22 or Route 28, stargazers can enjoy the 
Planetarium at Raritan Valley Community College.  Weekend shows are often themed 
to share the sky with grandchildren.  The Theater itself has numerous matinee and 
evening performances, and many Canal Walkers attend Tuesdays With Stories or their 
Club 28 offerings. 
  If you travel south on Route 206, you arrive in Princeton where the two venues 
associated with The McCarter Theater offer individual or subscription series to dramas, 
symphonies or combinations of various performances. We have a sold out bus trip to the 
Buddy Holly Story at the end of the month, but you might be able to join the waiting list 
in case someone drops out at the last minute. 
 If you travel straight down Easton Avenue until it ends in New Brunswick, you are 
just a few turns away from Livingston Avenue which houses three theaters.  Cross 
Roads Theater, which was once endowed for its drama series, now offers special events 
throughout the theater season.  It sits next to George Street Playhouse which often is 
the location for plays before they go into Manhattan.  Canal Walkers usually attend a 
Wednesday Preview performance of each of their five plays, and they have the option of 
going there using our jitney.  February 3 at 8 PM, we will be seeing Nureyev's Eyes 
which is the fictional account of the interaction between Jamie Wyeth and the famous 
dancer Rudolf Nureyev. Tickets are $32 each and can be ordered by calling a Canal Walk 
resident, Sue Nacson at 732-564-1296.  Tickets can also be obtained for any day of the 
run as not everyone is available the night of the theater party.  Sue can help you get the 
best seats at a discounted price. 
 The 1800 seat State Theater offers a multitude of cultural experiences.  They offer 
touring companies of Broadway shows, international symphony orchestras, operas, 
dance, magic shows, famous solo performers and even "oldies" music.  Our contact there 
is Gary Owen at 732-247-7200 ext. 534.  Call Gary rather than the box office when you 
see an event that appeals to you as he will attempt to give you the best discount possible 
when you identify yourself as a resident of Canal Walk. 
  Senior Rush Tickets are often available at the State Theater and George Street 
Playhouse.  They are offered the day of the performance (if they are not sold out) and 
could be as much as 50% off.  However, not all events are eligible for this discount, so 
call in advance to see if last minute savings will be offered. 
  Just a few minutes away, and located in the Municipal Complex off DeMott Lane, is 
our gem of local community theater: The Villagers Theater.  We usually attend the first 
Sunday matinee performance of each of their shows.  We will be seeing Blood Brothers 
at 2 PM on Sunday, February 7th. This is the story of twins, separated at birth, whose 
lives become intertwined as they get older. Tickets cost only $15 each and can be ordered 
by contacting Sue Nacson at 732-564-1296.  Flyers are also available on the carousel in 
the Clubhouse. 



  Our Newsletter editors usually include a calendar of events for all of the 
conveniently located theaters.  Just check that section at the back of our monthly 
publication and decide to take advantage of these local venues.  Enjoy the show! 
         Sue Nacson 

 
FUN WITH POLITICS AT SUNDAY CINEMA  
 On November 29, Canal Walk movie 
lovers gathered to watch Director Barry 
Levinson's Wag the Dog bitingly funny satire as 
an example of how easy it is to whip up patriotic 
and political frenzy, and how dubious the 
motives sometimes are. Vince Renzulli skillfully 
presented and moderated the film which contains 
just enough realistic ballast to be teasingly 
plausible - which led to a lively discussion 
regarding the timeliness to present day and how 
hard it is to stay ahead of reality. Dustin 
Hoffman, Robert De Niro, Woody Harrelson, Ann Heche, Denis Leary, and Willie 
Nelson starred in the David Mamet 1998 production. Abundant appetizers and gourmet 
sweets kept the large crowd of residents socializing before and after the film.   
        Sunday Cinema meets each month in the spring, fall and winter to view and discuss 
classic and independent films.  The next Sunday Cinema viewings are January 31 for 
Crash, February 28 for Double Jeopardy and March 20 for Hugo - always meeting in the 
Ladies Card Room at 1:30 PM for a 2 PM film start.  To be part of this discussion, 
entertainment and social event, email me at myudow@gmail.com for email notification 
of film times and showings.  See you at the movies! 
                                                                             Marion Yudow and Judy Gottlieb 

 
 
8TH ANNUAL VARIETY SHOW 
 On November 15, over 225 residents, family and guests were entertained at the 8th 
Annual Variety Show “Back to Broadway – Lullaby of Broadway.” With Bruce 
Davidson as the announcer, the show opened with Olga and Leon Epstein’s piano and sax 
rendition of “I could Have Danced All Night” from My Fair Lady.  Sandy Goodman 
Siegel & Charlie Stone recreated a memorable skit from Burns and Allen.  Alex Flores, 
accompanied by Bill Stember, got the audience singing along to “Can’t Take My Eyes 

Off of You” from the Jersey Boys and “What Kind of Fool am I?” from Stop the World 
I Want to Get Off.  Patti Rossi recreated the Chorus Line favorite “What I did for 

Love” and later sang “They Say that Falling in Love is Wonderful” from Annie Get 
Your Gun. Fred Ford, the show’s musical director, sang, “It Ain’t Necessarily So” from 
Porgy & Bess (accompanied by Olga Epstein) and later played a piano solo, Gershwin’s 
“American in Paris.” Lois & Ernie Peterson returned to the stage singing “You’re Not 

Sick, You’re Just in Love” from Call Me Madam.  Sandy Goodman Siegel, the show’s 
director, entertained the crowd with a song "Old Friend” from I’m Getting My Act 
Together and Taking It on the Road and “If He Walked into My Life Today” from 
Mame. Sandy Epstein sang “Send in the Clowns” from A Little Night Music. Charlie 



Stone teamed up with Jim Heffernan to deliver a bit from the Honeymooners with Ralph 
taking golf instructions from Norton.  The first Act ended with a wonderful duet featuring 
Sandy Goodman Siegel and Karen Anderson, “Bosom Buddies” from Mame.  
 The second act opened with a tribute to Larry “Lorenzo” Siegel, who passed away 
this fall. Larry, year after year, entertained Canal Walk with his skits featuring Lorenzo 
the Magician, the Mime, the Orchestra Leader, the Bocce Player.   A flashback video was 
shown featuring Larry marooned on an island with Ju Perry (who was unable to make 
this year’s show due to a conflict with her cruise schedule).  Kathy Ford joined her 
husband, Fred, in a wonderful ballad from Fiddler on the Roof, “Do You Love Me?” 
The Sandy twins, Sandy Epstein and Sandy Goodman Siegel sang “My Cup Runneth 

Over” from I Do, I Do. Kathy Ford and Jim Heffernan teamed up in a skit about marital 
bliss followed by Kathy singing “I Hate Men” from Kiss Me Kate. Fred Ford, Ernie 
Peterson and Charlie Stone recreated “Fugue for Tin Horns” from Guys and Dolls. Olga 
and Leon Epstein had the crowd clapping to “Sunrise, Sunset” and “If I were a Rich 

Man” from Fiddler on the Roof.  The show came to a close with Sandy Epstein leading 
the entire cast in singing “When You Walk Through a Storm” from Carousel.   
 A special thanks for the Refreshments sponsored by the CWHOA and with the help 
of CW community volunteers led by Karen Anderson.  Mark your calendars for next 
year’s Variety Show on October 1, 2016.  All are invited to rekindle their performance 
bug and consider joining the 2016 cast. (Look for info over the summer.)    
        Submitted by Bruce Davidson 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BOWLING 
 With only two months into our bowling season, our attendance has been wonderful.  
We have even picked up a few new bowlers to join our bowling family on Mondays. 

  Before I introduce them, I would like to first congratulate the bowlers for their 200 
games. 

  On November 9, Marc Zwicker bowled a 201 and a 204.  Tom Brucker bowled a 
216. On November 16, Irv Kobren bowled a 209, Marc Zwicker bowled a 218 and a 222, 
and Tom Brucker bowled a 227. On November 23, Bill McGill bowled a 207 and Phil 
Pompeo bowled a 206. 

  The following week, November 30, Bill McGill bowled a 214, Marc Zwicker a 221 
and Mike Palmieri a 223 and a 299.  Mike had his perfect game going into the 10th 
frame, but the last ball that he had to throw for a strike, his nemesis 10 Pin remained 
standing. We were all hoping for him to get his second perfect game with us.  The season 
is early, so I am not giving up on Mike that he will do it again soon. 

  Now let me welcome to our bowling family Phil Pompeo, who joined us on 
November 23rd, and John Puccio, who joined us on November 30th.   I hope that you 
have enjoyed bowling with us and that you become a regular Monday bowler. 
 Just a reminder: there will be NO BOWLING on January 18th and February 15, due 

to Martin Luther King Day and Presidents Day.  So mark your calendars accordingly.  
                                                                                     Joanne Perzi 

  
AN EMAIL GOOGLE GROUP HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED 
 This is an email discussion group whereby we can share information, using our own 
group email address.  Currently, more than 400 residents are participating in the group.  It 
has proved to be an efficient method for sharing information pertinent to the community.  
While having a Gmail email account is suggested, but not required, it does allow group 
members to view and search past postings. 
The purpose of this group is:  

• To share and receive references or information about vendors, e.g., "I'm looking for 
someone to fix...;" "Does anyone know of a good dentist, dressmaker, plumber, etc." 

• To sell, purchase, or borrow items, e.g. "I have a ticket for.... and would like to sell 
it;" “Can anyone lend me a baby car seat for the weekend, etc.” 



• To discuss common issues with our personal property in order to seek other's 
opinions and share possible solutions. 
The Group is: 

• NOT a public group (It is for Canal Walk residents only) 

• NOT for commercial or political purposes 

• NOT a vehicle for personal property complaints nor is it to be used to disparage any 
individual or business 

• NOT to be used as a soap box or a vehicle to "vent" about the Board, the HOA, or 
the builder. 
If you are not yet a member and would like to join the Canal Walk Google Group, send 
an email requesting membership to: canalwalk.group@gmail.com 
For more information or questions, please call Chickie Siegel (732-271-5266), Elaine 
Whelan (732-560-0140), or Evelyn Silverstein (732-650-8099). 
                       Submitted by:  Chickie Siegel, Evelyn Silverstein, Elaine Whelan 

 

CANAL WALK QUILTERS 
 The Canal Walk Quilters met only once during December, but on that day they 
shared a potluck meal and the holiday projects they had been working on.  
 In January the quilters will be having their third annual retreat. This year it will be 
held the 8th, 9th, and 10th (no meeting on Monday the 11th). They will sew from 8:30 A.M. 
to about 4:00 P.M. in the Freedom Clubhouse. The details were ironed out at the 
December meeting. It is not necessary to sew all three days. Monday, January 25th at 
1:00, the quilters will meet to share their retreat projects, plan the rest of the year, and 
work on the Community Quilt. 
 As always, new quilters of all abilities are encouraged to join us. If you would like 
more information, you may contact me at 732-412-7378. Happy Stitching  

      Sue Watt 

                                                                                                                                                
             
 

ITCH'N' TO STITCH 
      Happy New Year.  It's a time a time for resolutions and new beginnings.  Why not 
"resolve" to get into that basket of unfinished stitching projects or "begin" to learn a new 
stitching craft.  Join us every Thursday at 1pm in the Arts and Crafts room for good 
company and great accomplishments, as we solve the world’s problems one stitch at a 
time. 
      For more information, call Gloria at 732 537 9160. 
        Gloria Sipos 
  

TRIPS  
Bus Trips – 2016 
 
March 12 – Ringling Brothers Circus 
                   11 AM – Prudential Center 
April l5 – Hamilton (sold out) Allegiance 

April 12 – Hamilton (limited seats) On Your Feet 



April 28 – Jackie Evancho Concert 
                  Mayo Performing Arts Center 
April 29 – Jukebox Junction with Glenn Miller Orchestra 
                                                       and the Diamonds 
                  Mayo Performing Arts Center 
May 3 – Fiddler on the Roof or an American in Paris 

May 10 – Shuffle Along – On Your Feet 

June 14 – School of Rock 

 
 New Spectacular Show at Radio City Music Hall 
……………….details to follow 
June – West Side Story – Papermill Playhouse 
(Please note: Once the flyers are out and people have signed up for the above shows, we 
will have more details.) 
 
Sports Trips 
February 23 – New Jersey Devils vs New York Rangers 
April 9 – New Jersey Devils vs Toronto Mapleleafs 
               Last game of the season 
August (early) Yankees vs Mets 
 For 2016, we need more support for sporting events – baseball, hockey and football 
games.  
 Pleases sign up early for all trips as most sell out quickly. All trips are subject to 
Ticket availability and favorable response. 
 Last: Be on time for all events. 
          Bill Corson 

 
 
 
HADASSAH 
 As we start our activities in 2016, we would first like to thank everyone who 
supported our efforts in the previous year.  Special thanks to the CW Office Staff for their 
help. And thanks to our many neighbors for their enthusiastic participation in our 
programs.  As a result we exceeded our membership and fundraising goals and remain an 
award winning chapter in our Region.  We will continue to offer theater parties, trips, 
card parties and open meetings with programs of interest to members and others in Canal 
Walk.  
  Our January 12 meeting is a movie night with the documentary Above and Beyond 
being shown.  In 1948, only 3 years after the liberation of Nazi death camps, a group of 
Jewish American pilots answered a call for help.  They smuggled planes out of the US, 
trained behind the Iron Curtain in Czechoslovakia, and flew for Israel in its War for 
Independence.  This film recounts the personal stories of pilots and their motivations. 
  Once again, we are presenting a Luncheon/Card Party instead of a February meeting. 
On the 9th at noon, we hope that you will join us for a delicious lunch catered by Lox, 
Stock and Deli.  Tables of Mah Jongg, all manner of cards and games, door prizes and 



snacks will make for a perfect winter afternoon.  Rita Levy and Ellen Beilen are this 
year’s event chairs.  If you need help in forming a table, call. 
 Elsewhere in this Newsletter you will find a complete presentation of local theater 
information.  Sue Nacson always has flyers available for discounted tickets at George 
Street Playhouse and The Villagers.  On Sunday, February 7, 2:00 PM, we will be seeing 
“Blood Brothers” at Somerset’s Villagers Theater.  On February 3 at 8:00 PM, we have 
tickets for “Nureyev’s Eyes” at the George Street Playhouse. Look for flyers in the 
Clubhouse.  
  ShopRite Certificates are available in denominations of $25, $50 and $100 from 
Evelyn Lasky and Janet Kliger.  There is no extra cost to us for this excellent fund-raiser. 
  Hadassah is proud of the work being done by our HMO in genetic research and 
clinical trials in the area of breast cancer prevention and treatment.  Ground-breaking 
discoveries on BRCA1 gene mutations have led to new prevention, diagnosis and 
treatment approaches. Recently we have partnered with actress and cancer survivor Fran 
Drescher in her Cancer Schmancer Movement.  Her voice has added to the efforts to 
publicize the advances being made for all of our benefit. 
  If you would like to become a member of Canal Walk Hadassah, we welcome you to 
a meeting, or call one of our new Membership Vice-Presidents, Fran Musler and Marlene 
Glickman, for information. 
       Edna Stone Communications Committee 

   
 

ACTING UP 
 Acting UP-- where characters are welcome.  Canal Walk residents gather the first 
Tuesday of each month to read short scripts from plays, radio/TV shows and 
melodramas.  We have a few laughs and contemplate the wonders of the amateur acting 
world. No previous stage experience is needed to join, just an open mind and a wish to 
have fun. In fact, most of us have never been on a formal performance stage before 
joining Acting UP but have overcome great fears to entertain our Canal Walk neighbors.  
Join us in Freedom Club House the first Tuesday of each month @ 7:30 PM 
For information contact: Bruce Davidson or Marion Yudow   
     Submitted by Bruce Davidson 

 

CANAL WALK WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY  
 The Bible study group will begin a study of Paul’s letter to the Galatians in the New 
Testament. Perhaps you are not familiar with this letter or the Bible in general. Some of 
us in this group have grown up surrounded by these teachings, while others have barely 
(or never) cracked open the Book. Your level of knowledge of the Bible is not important 
– what is important is your thirst for knowledge. Make it your New Year’s Resolution to 
gather with women of various faiths as we experience the treasure of learning His Word. 
  The Club Room buzzes with great discussion each Tuesday from 4:00 pm to 5:00 
pm. If you would like more information, please contact either Mimi Eachus at 
mpfaadt@eathlink.net, 732-356-8212 or Gail Tornquist at g.tornquist@comcast.net or 
908-625-0526.   
         Gail Tornquist 

 



GREAT DECISIONS 
 Great Decisions is a discussion group about U.S. foreign policy. There are thousands 
of these groups throughout the United States, all sponsored by the Foreign Policy 
Association. We meet eight times a year on a formal basis between January and April. 
We want members who are interested in foreign policy and are willing to spend an 
evening in serious discussion. 
 Great Decisions produces an annual publication which covers eight topics of foreign 
policy concern in a magazine format. In addition, they produce a DVD which is shown at 
the beginning of each meeting which gives an expert’s opinion on the topic of the 
evening. 
 The eight topics for 2016 are Middle East, The Rise of ISIS, The Future of 
Kurdistan, Migration, The Koreas, The United Nations, Climate Change, and Cuba and 
the U.S. One topic is discussed per evening. 
 Our meetings for 2016 are scheduled for 1/21, 2/4, 2/18, 3/3, 3/17, 3/31, 4/14 & 
4/28. We meet in the Club Room of the main Clubhouse at 7:30 PM on the days listed. 
The magazine this year sells for $22. It can be ordered by placing your check for $22, 
made out to me, in my mail box between now and January 1. I will deliver it to you 
sometime during the first week of January. Please call me at 908-229-5161 if you have 
any questions. Merrill Taub - 4 Benjamin Street. 
        Merrill Taub 

 

 
MEDICAL EQUIPMENT 

  Here at Canal Walk we have a program where folks can donate or borrow medical 
equipment.  We are also in touch with a local church that has an extensive collection of 
such.  All equipment is free and can be held for as long as needed. 
 For further information please call Joan Klimpl at 908-581-8246. 
         Submitted by Joan Klimpl 

         

            RESIDENT DIRECTORY NOW ON-LINE 
 Did you know that the Canal Walk Resident Directory is now available on-line? 
Simply go to www.CanalWalkHOA.com/ResidentAccess and set up an account. It’s fast 
and easy. Then you can access the directory from your computer or smart phone and get 
the latest listing. 
       Submitted by Skip Krals 
 
TRAVEL CLUB 
 Happy New Year one and all.  As 2015 comes to an end, we look forward to an 
exciting year of travel.  In May, our Canal Walkers will blow into the "Windy City."  
This 7 days, 6 nights trip includes roundtrip motor coach, hotel accommodations, 10 
meals (6 breakfasts and 4 dinners), tours of Chicago and points of interest, 2 nights of 
entertainment and much, much more. 
      We are also confirmed for Woodloch Pines in October.  This is always a favorite with 
our group, so sign up early and not be disappointed. 
      More information on these and other trips will appear in upcoming issues of this 
Newsletter, or join us the third Tuesday of each month to learn firsthand what is being 



planned.  Next meeting - January 19 at 7 pm in the Ballroom (or otherwise notified).  Call 
Roz at 732 563 0201 for more information. 
                                          Submitted by Gloria Sipos 
 

Talk of the Walk  
 We accept short entries regarding significant/unusual accomplishments, milestone 

anniversaries and birthdays, births, deaths and acknowledgements. 

• The Canal Walk community wishes to extend our sincerest condolences to 
LORETTA BONTEMPO of Benjamin Street on the passing of her husband 
JOHN BONTEMPO. John was a valued member of The Canal Walk Chorus as 
well as a member of the Canal Walk Veterans Club where he served as its’ first 
Chaplain. He will be most assuredly missed by all who knew him.  Our 
sympathies are with his family and close friends. 

• My family and I would like to thank the community of Canal Walk for all of their 
support and love given to us in the passing of my beloved husband, LARRY, in 
September.  It was a very emotional time in my life, and I couldn't have gone 
through it without the warmth of all of you. 
Thank you.  Thank you. Thank you. SANDY SIEGEL 

• The Newsletter Committee sends our dear friend and colleague, ELLEN 
CATALINA, love and support during her recovery.  

• THANK-YOU to everyone who donated to the St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital at the ARBONNE table during the Women’s Club Holiday Vendor Sale.  
$75 was donated on your behalf.   
Kindly, SUE GERMASKE 

 

 

 

 

Cultural Arts 
 Happy New Year to all!  Our committee intends it to be a very good year, indeed.  
As we say on our promo materials, Let Us Entertain You.   
 I am told by some of our regular concert goers that they love singing but are 
uncertain if they would like to hear opera.  I am here to dispel their fears.  Perhaps they 
have heard an aria on TV which seems like loud shrieking.  Or perhaps a comedian in a 
movie has screamed off-key songs.  I can assure you that we will present the most 
melodic and beautiful solos and duets on this night.  The singers have told me to reassure 
you that they are "fun, pleasant and will give you a great time."  They will announce the 
story line before each selection. We always have tears in our eyes when we hear the 
passionate and emotional pieces from La Boheme.  The duet from Lakme is performed by 
2 sopranos and is the theme song of an airline you have heard on TV. Everyone knows 
the stirring Toreador song from Carmen. On the Broadway half, you will find the show 
tunes popular with everyone.  Take a risk--join us on…  

• JANUARY 16- for VOICES: OPERA AND BROADWAY.  



• MARCH 12- THE BLUE VIPERS OF BROKLYN- Put on your green, gold 
and purple, take a nap, and be ready to swing your torso in your chairs. Tap your 
feet to the beat of this fabulously talented and funny 5.  It's Mardi Gras time and 
the Blues and Dixieland themes will ring out in Canal Walk. The beads are ready 
to be handed to you at the doors to the Ballroom, so sashay in y'all. 

• APRIL 10- A TRIP TO THE METROPOLITAN OPERA HOUSE- Our bus 
will take you to the world of opera in the most beautiful place-Lincoln Center.  
See how the costumes are hand sewn, the stages set and reset for 2 operas the 
same day.  The dressing rooms, the scenery, all the things that make up this world 
of music, intrigue and passion are right before your eyes.  After, enjoy lunch at 
one of the nearby restaurants, or walk around the city until the bus trip returns to 
CW. 

• APRIL 16- THE SONGS OF JOHN DENVER - STARRING TED VIGIL 
  He's coming all the way from Seattle's suburbs to New Jersey.  Ted and his band,  
  made up with musicians who also appear in Fleetwood Mac shows, bring the  
  familiar and heart-warming strains of Denver's gorgeous music.  It was amazing  
  to see that Ted looks and sounds like John, too.  At Canal Walk you will pay $10  
  and $20 less per ticket than if you went to a theater here in New Jersey this past  
  December.  Plus, we guarantee the nicest and most beautiful dessert tables for  
  your after show reception.  

• JUNE 11- ANDY COONEY AND HIS BAND- Cheerful, handsome and 
wonderful tenor, Andy travels the world making people happy.  He appears 
regularly at Carnegie Hall in NY, sometimes with his huge orchestra and dancers, 
and often with other tenors in concert.  You will love his Irish, folk and pop 
repertoire, his smile and joyful approach to his audiences. 

 We will announce our fall concert schedule and other programs in a few months.  
          Lucille Taub 

  
 

Women's Club 
HAPPY HEALTHY NEW YEAR! 

 We had a great turn-out for our Christmas and Hanukkah Celebration.  The Menorah 
was lit to signify the first day of Hanukkah; The Advent Candle was lit to signify the first 
week of Advent, and the Christmas Tree was lit.  We were entertained by the Chorus with 
holiday songs and sing-along.  Refreshments were served.  What a wonderful way to 
kick-off the Christmas and Hanukkah seasons. 
 The Women’s Club, along with the Italian/American Club, thanks everyone who 
participated in the “Adopt-A- Family” for the holidays.    
 On Wednesday, January 20, 2016, we are learning all about Quilling by Betty 
Whalen.  There is a small charge of $5 for supplies.  Please fill out the tear-off from the 
bottom of the flyer and submit it with your check for $5 in the Women’s Club Box in the 
Office.  The flyer is in the Lobby of the Clubhouse. 
 At the February 17 meeting, we will be playing Family Feud again this year.  This 
was a popular game with our members last year.  Flyers will be in the Lobby of the 
Clubhouse. 



 Our annual Souper Bowls will be on Wednesdays.  Please mark your calendars.  The 
dates are: 

February 3, 2016 
         February 24, 2016 
      March 9, 2016 
      March 23, 2016 

Meetings and Events 
 

Wednesday, January 20-Quilling (Betty Whalen) 
Wednesday, February 3-Souper Bowl 
Wednesday, February 17-Family Feud 
Wednesday, February 24-Souper Bowl 
Wednesday, March 9- Souper Bowl 
Wednesday, March 23-Souper Bowl 
 
2016 DUES ARE $10 FOR THE YEAR AND ARE DUE IN JANUARY.  CHECKS 
SHOULD BE MADE OUT TO CWHOAAF (EARMARKED WC DUES).  THEY 
CAN BE PAID AT ANY MEETING OR DROPPED OFF IN THE 
MANAGEMENT OFFICE.  NEW MEMBERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME!  

                        Marie Lyttle 

 

Veterans’ Club  
 A busy time for the veterans, this month and some of last. First the sad news: on the 
4th of December our dear friend and comrade John Bontempo finally gave up his long 
and valiant struggle and answered his final call. John was a charter member of our group 
and our first Chaplain. The flag was lowered to 1/2 staff on Saturday and returned to full 
staff on Monday evening. A funeral detail was arranged and about 18 of his comrades 
attended his wake, and a very meaningful ceremony was led by our chaplain, Sal 
Saladini.   Farewell comrade 
     On a lighter note, the Veterans Day dinner, on November 13th, was a major success; 
the "Parade of Veterans" was impressive, as always, and the ceremony, led by our 
Chaplain Sal Saladini was perfectly timed. Martial and patriotic music provided by our 
D.J. was appropriate and the dinner, served by the staff of Elmer's Catering, was 
delicious. The Trechocks and their committee decorated the hall and arranged the seating 
to everyone's satisfaction. Certificates were awarded to several members in recognition of 
their service to our country, and a check was awarded to Judy Gottlieb for her artistic 
service to the Veterans’ Club (the check was for the Franklin Animal Shelter). After 
desert everyone danced the night away and appeared to be having a wonderful time. 
     Since this will appear in January, you all will be aware that there is no meeting for 
December, so I hope you all had a Happy Hanukkah, a Merry Christmas and a Happy and 
Healthy New Year.  
        Linn H. Smith Commander 

 
Operation Shoebox 
 Operation Shoebox is fast approaching box #100,000 and it was hoped that box 
would be done on Nov 14th at the 11th annual packing at Manville VFW Post. As 



always, the Post was full of eager packers waiting for Rod Hirsch, Exec. Director, to start 
us off. However, there were the normal formalities, directions, and announcements to be 
made. And, as would be expected, I had to get into the act, so I went on stage with our 
contingent of Veterans (18 plus several wives) and presented Rod with the cash and 
checks donated the night before at the Veterans Day observance and dinner. To say Rod 
was impressed when I handed him $960, after we raised $1200 for him the week before, 
would be an understatement. (That should mail 75 or so boxes to our troops.) 
 P.S. We did not make 100,000 boxes that day. 
     On Saturday Dec 5, (I just managed to get this in under the deadline) the Hillsborough 
Rotary Club sponsored another packing. Several of our Veterans made it, and this time 
we did hit box #100,000! It was dedicated, signed and sent to the son of a longtime 
supporter and retired Marine Corp Chief Warrant Officer and Viet Nam Vet. A very 
moving moment. With the coming of a New Year, we get to decide if we want to do this 
again – unfortunately, our troops are not given that choice. I know that I, for one, am 
ready to start over again! 
         Linn H. Smith for  

           Operation Shoebox N.J. 
 

Men’s Club      
FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK:   
Men’s Club Farewell: 
 I want to take a moment to say a fond farewell as President of the Men’s Club.  After 
3 years it was time to give the opportunity to another member who can add fresh ideas 
and a fresh face to the organization.  Thank you to the membership who gave me the 
opportunity to build upon the legacy of prior presidents. Our membership has grown to 
over 200 and so has interest in our monthly meetings, community service activities, 
social and sports programs.  I want to thank the board members who provided support 
and fulfilled their roles with enthusiasm, creativity and dedication. I also want to 
acknowledge and thank all the committee chairs and volunteers who step-up and give 
their time and energy in support of our Food Bank drives, Recycling, AARP driver’s 
certification classes, refreshments at the summer, holiday parties and monthly meetings, 
softball, golf outings, Romeo dinners, monthly news articles and good and welfare cards, 
just to name a few.  The entire membership benefits from your efforts.  I challenge you 
all to consider becoming involved in the Men’s Club; it truly is a rewarding opportunity. I 
am sure the incoming Board and President will serve you well.  Thank you again for the 
honor to lead such a great group of people.   
 Hope we all have a safe, healthy and happy New Year. 
        Bruce Davidson 

 
HAPPY NEW YEAR!   
 2016 brings us a new set of board members.  As of this writing, the elections will be 
held in a week’s time.  Results of the elections will come out in the February Newsletter.  
Thank you to the candidates who volunteered and stepped up to the task of serving in the 
Men’s Club. 
MEN’S CLUB CALENDAR 



 January 11:  2016’s first meeting will be at 7:00 PM, followed by a presentation by 
Thomas Zilinek, the Franklin Township Engineer/Director of Public Works.  He will 
discuss topics that should be of great interest to all Somerset residents. 
 February 15 & 16:  The next daytime AARP Driver Safety Class will be held.  
Check the carousels in the Clubhouse for the sign-up sheets and details. 
MEMBERSHIP & DUES 
 It’s the start of a new year and your dues are due. Please make the $25 check to 
CWHOAAF and be done with it.  Your timely disbursement keeps us going and active 
for the year ahead. 
 If you’re not yet a member, join the club.  Enrollment is open all year round for new 
members.  Call Charlie Okun at 732-377-3401 for more information.  Come join us at our 
next meeting and see what we’re all about.  You can also find out more about us by going 
to our website at http://canalwalkhoa.com/. 
 TEE TIME 
GOLF: SAVE THE DATES: 
June 7 and 8:  Atlantic City—Blue Heron Pines Golf Club and Ballamor Golf Club 
Week of July 13—Canal Walk Ryder Cup 
July 27:  Beaver Brook Golf Club 
August 23, 24, and 25:  Somerset Walkers Cup 
September 28:  Royce Brook Golf Club 

     Ron Lerner 

ONGOING COMMUNITY PROJECTS 
 The Good and Welfare Committee sends get well cards to members.  Please let Gil 
Selvin (732-356-3269) or Sal Saladini (732-271-5110) know about members who are ill, 
hospitalized or recuperating. 
GO GREEN 
 The next hazardous waste day will be in March of 2016.  Details to follow. 
Operation Secure Shred will resume in the spring of 2016. 
    
 
HEADS UP:   
 Electronics recycling will no longer be at Newtech Recycling on Apgar Drive.  
Instead, weekday drop-offs Monday through Friday from 7:30 AM to 3:00 PM will be at 
the North County Public Works Facility, 411 Chimney Rock Road - north of Route 22 - 
Building B, Bridgewater, NJ 08807 and the South County Public Works Garage, 410 
Roycefield Road, Hillsborough, NJ 08844.  Weekend drop offs are on the 1st Saturdays of 
each month from 8:00 AM to 2:00 PM at the South County Public Works Garage, 410 
Roycefield Road, Hillsborough, NJ 08844. 
 The following materials will be accepted: computers (desktops and laptops), 
monitors (cathode-ray tube and flat panel), televisions (cathode-ray tube and flat panel), 
copiers, digital cameras, DVD players, e-book readers, fax machines, MP3 players, 
personal digital assistants (PDAs), printers, stereos, radio equipment, VCRs, audio visual 
equipment, typewriters,  camcorders, telephones, cellular phones, circuit boards, 
modems, telephone mainframes, keyboards, mice, scanners, cables, wiring, power 
supplies, mainframe equipment and controllers. 



 NO batteries will be accepted.  Household batteries may be disposed in the regular 
trash.  Lithium and rechargeable batteries ca be brought to scheduled Household 
Hazardous Waste drop-off events starting in March 2016.  Further details will be in the 
February Newsletter onward. 
 Proper Disposal of Medicine:  Safely dispose your unwanted, expired or unused 
medicines, including prescriptions, over-the-counter and pet medicines (excluding 
syringes).  We can help prevent crime, help keep our drinking water supply safe and help 
prevent harming wild life and the environment. 
 Individuals are asked to keep medicines in their original container, use a marker to 
cross out their name and place the medicine in a clear plastic bag.  Medicines that are no 
longer in their original container should be placed in a plastic bag with the name of the 
medicine written on the bag. 
 
Medicines can be dropped off at two locations: 

1. the drop box at the lower level of the Somerset Administration Building located at 20 
Grove St., Somerville, NJ 08876, near the entrance to the Sheriff’s Office and   

2. the drop-off box in the lobby of the Public Safety Building at 495 DeMott Lane, 
Somerset, NJ 08873 (Franklin Township Municipal Complex). 
 
 Year-round, the Men’s Club collects used compact fluorescent light bulbs and brings 
them to Home Depot for recycling.  Please place them in the box in the Clubhouse Arts & 
Crafts Room and help preserve the environment.      
    
           Jay del Prado 

      
 
 

 
 
 
 
Italian American Club 
 HAPPY NEW YEAR (Buon Capabanno) and best wishes for a healthy and 
prosperous 2016. 
 On Thursday, December 3, we took a bus trip to Longwood Gardens to see the 
Christmas displays. The lights, fountains and decorations were spectacular. There were 
over 50 people on the trip, and everyone had a great time. The Conservatory was a trip in 
itself, and we could have spent several more hours there without difficulty. Even the 
weather cooperated and it was a beautiful day. 
 On Monday, Dec. 7, we had our monthly business meeting and discussed the 
tentative schedule for the coming year. We are scheduling the usual fun events and are 
bringing back the Jersey Sound and Joey Armenio.  Thanks to our hard working, fun 
loving volunteers, we had a prosperous and enjoyable 2015.  
  On Saturday, December 12, we had our Christmas Party. The caterer was excellent 
and the DJ Gary Morton was at his best. Great food, terrific music and wonderful friends 
having an extraordinary evening together, you can’t beat that! 



 I am always looking for suggestions for future jitney trips, so either drop a note in 
the Clubhouse or call me. On January 16, we are going to the Mayo Performing Arts 
Center in Morristown to see a Frank Sinatra Centennial Celebration starring Steve Lippia. 
 This year’s collection of donations for a family at a battered woman’s shelter in our 
area exceeded my expectations and the IACC was extremely generous as usual and 
surpassed last year’s donation. THANK YOU for being the GREATEST. Thank you to 
Annette Martino and Marian Zotti who did the shopping for a family with 4 children that 
was in need. 
 We are planning exciting events and wonderful times, so don’t be left out. Support 
our activities that provide college scholarships to local high school students. We are 
hoping to possibly increase the amount or number of scholarships we present. 
 We are starting to collect dues for 2016, so please pay by check and place it in the 
IACC box in the Clubhouse. Please be sure to include your phone number and email 
address. Many times we have events coming up and email is the only method of reaching 
our members. 
         Ciao, Mike Palmieri  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Longwood Gardens Visit                                       Christmas at Longwood Gardens 
 
 
Singles Club 
 The Canal Walk Singles Club has been a wonderful social club for the community's 
single residents for a number of years. It has provided a great opportunity for members to 

meet people, make friends and have fun. Regretfully, as of January 2016, due to the lack 
of a sufficient number of volunteers to keep the Club's administrative and leadership 
functions staffed, we had to place the Club on hiatus. This means that there will be no 
scheduled meetings or events for the foreseeable future.  
 If anyone is interested in volunteering for any officer or committee position or is 
interested in learning more about the Singles Club, you can contact Susan Kropiewnicki 
at 732-560-1596 or email her at susankay78@comcast.net. If we are able to staff key 
officer positions and core committee positions, it may be possible to reactivate the club, 
potentially even reducing the number of events/meetings occurring annually.   
 Volunteering for the Singles Club can be more fun than work and is a really great 
way to cement, enhance, and make new friendships—something we can all appreciate.  



A heartfelt thank you to all officers, committee chairpersons and committee members, 
past and present. The Singles Club could not have been possible without you.  
                                                                                                            Phyllis Chiavetta  
    

NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE 
 The Canal Walk Newsletter is published monthly to keep the residents informed 

about events at Canal Walk. 

 We accept articles submitted by Canal Walk Residents subject to the following 

guidelines: 

 We do not accept any articles expressing political or religious opinions. 

  We do not accept any articles that resemble an editorial. 

 We do not accept any articles that advertise for profit. 

 Paid advertising is available through our Publisher, About Our Town. 

 The deadline for all material is the 8th of the previous month.  Please submit your 
articles on time.  All submissions must be emailed with the author clearly stated. The 
deadline for the February Newsletter will be January 8. LATE ARTICLES WILL 
NOT BE ACCEPTED. 
 Please send us articles about past events as well as future plans for your group or 
club.  In addition, send photos to go with your articles. 
 
Items for Talk of the Walk, theatrical reviews, restaurant reviews should be sent to Ellen 
Catalina at ecatalina2@verizon.net. 
 
 Recipes and What's Happening sent to Ronnie Bayer at ocrbayer@aol.com. 
 
 Home Hints sent to Jeff Shpiner at opticsjs@verizon.net 

 
Club Activities and Announcements and Poetry sent to Susan Smith at 
lhssps@comcast.net.  
 
Articles about pets and questions for Design Solution to Judy Gottlieb at 
bagelsandhoney@comcast.net.  
 
Staying Healthy sent to Nina Pesce at pesnia2@yahoo.com. 

 

Meet Your Resident Artist sent to Frank Catalina at fecatalina@gmail.com 

 

Photos sent to Jay del Prado at jaydimm@comcast.net 

 
 All articles received by any member of the committee are acknowledged either by 
email or phone.   
 Please note: If you didn't get a confirmation, it means that we didn't get it. Carry-
overs may not be included. You should submit a new article each month. 
 We reserve the right to edit, condense, or reject submitted material. 
 Do NOT submit serious looking material from the Internet unless it has first been 
checked as authentic with Snopes.com or a similar web-checking site.  



    Ronnie, Susan, Ellen, Judy, Nina, Frank, Jay, Jeff  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Staying Healthy  
 For those who have some degree of hearing loss, there is a Federally funded program 
that provides the homeowner with a free landline telephone that has a screen that 
automatically displays in writing the words that are being spoken to you over the phone. 
If you can read, it eliminates the difficulty that some people have in understanding phone 
conversations. It also acts as a speakerphone, so the entire phone conversation can be 
done without having to hold a handset to your ear if that is a problem. 
 The name of the company that provides the phone is called "CAPTIONCALL" and 
can be reached either on the internet at www.captioncall.com or on the phone at 1-877-
557-2227. My brother-in-law, who has some hearing loss, has one of these CaptionCall 
phones and it is terrific. The voice-to-text conversion is amazingly accurate. There are 
absolutely no catches to this; you get the phone, and it's totally free. There are three 
requirements to qualify: 
 1) You have to have a medically recognized hearing loss. CaptionCall will provide 
you with a form that needs to be signed by your doctor. 
 2) You need Internet in your home (to deliver the text to the phone). My brother-in-
law's connect is wired to the Internet, but the website says that wireless works too. 
 3) You need a landline phone connection for the phone. I assume that a VOIP-type 
house phone service like Vonage will work too, but I'd ask them if you have that type of 
home phone. 
        Submitted by Jay Wald 

 
 

The Animal Corner 
 CW VETERANS + ANIMAL SHELTER = PURR-FECT TOGETHER!  
We’re all familiar with the good works that the Canal Walk Veterans Club members 
accomplish in the community – from supporting our country’s troops in harm’s way 
through Operation Shoebox to caring and compassionate visits to wounded and sick 
veterans at the V.A. Lyons Hospital – and so much more.  But the veterans also care and 
support the homeless animals at the Franklin Township Animal Shelter.  At the annual 
Veterans Club Dinner on November 14th, the Veterans Club presented a generous 
donation check to me for the Animal Shelter. My heartfelt thanks to our veterans for their 
support and contributions of all things living. And, always, many thanks for their 
service.   



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                            Canal Walk Veterans Club presents a donation to 
                                      the Franklin Township Animal Shelter 
                        (l-r) Linn Smith, Katie Nordhaus/Animal Control Officer, 
                               Judy Gottlieb, Anthony Anderson, Sam Pesce 
 
 WINTER HEALTH HAZARDS.  Still have some poinsettias and tinsel left over 
from Christmas?  Holiday celebrations can lead to stomach problems when curious 
animals chew on these items.  Danger lurks outside from salt and chemicals used for ice 
and snow removal, as well as leaking clear and sweet antifreeze on the road. (Data sheet 
information regarding the de-icing compounds can be found on the carousel/table outside 
the Management Office.) Massaging petroleum jelly into paw pads before you head 
outside helps guard them from salt and chemical agents. Consider booties when walking 
Fido and always wipe off his paws with a warm wet cloth after his walk – he’ll love the 
attention.  Also, moisturizing your pet’s paws after you clean them aids the healing 
process when they’re chapped. Article suggested by animal lover, Nina Pesce and 
compiled from www.bhg.com and www.aspca.org.   
 COME FLY WITH ME – OR NOT? 
Beginning in March, Delta will no longer allow 
pets to fly as checked baggage. That means larger 
animals will have to fly on Delta's cargo service 
(at a higher fee). United Airlines also doesn't 
allow pets to be checked in as baggage. There will 
be an exception for certain members of the 
military, as well as customers with service or 
emotional support animals. Small dogs and cats 
will still be able to fly with their owners for a fee as long as they fit in a pet carrier under 
the seat. But what does it cost to fly with Fido or Fluffy?  Airline fees are $95 to stow 
your pet under your seat, $41 for an approved pet carrier, $30 to get a certificate of health 
from the vet, and an estimated $322 for a week in a pet-friendly hotel. Total cost: $488.  
Compiled from www.nbcnews.com and www.money.com.  
 BACK TO LIVE ACTION.  The Duke Farms Eagle Cam is back in action after a 
summer lightning strike and can be viewed live for the 2016 eagle-nesting season. Duke 



Farms has successfully installed a new camera system on the nest tree with the system 
having some major upgrades, including HD and infrared night vision. You know you 
want to look! Click on www.upstream.tv for 24/7 viewing. 
 I’LL BE WATCHING YOU. Feeling guilty about leaving Fido and Fluffy alone 
and want to reward him/her with a treat?  This very clever item may be the answer.  
iCPooch Internet Pet Treat Dispenser (www.bedbathandbeyond.com, www.amazon.com 
and www.petco.com - $99-$149) is a pet treat dispenser and computer all in one. You can 
keep in touch with your pet, relieve separation anxiety – his and yours, allow you to 2-
way video chat (how cool is that!), and deliver a treat (or medicine) over the Internet. 
Yes, it’s a big ticket item but cost can be recouped quickly by eliminating pet sitter fees 
to feed Fluffy and Fido. Tested and used by animal lover, Cathy Vaccaro/Management 
Office.  
 RECALL NOTICE: Stella & Chewy's, a pet food company, was 
ordered by Maryland Department of Agriculture to stop selling 11 of its products 
nationwide after Listeria was found during a routine test. Its Chicken Freeze-Dried 
Dinner Patties dog dinners tested positive for Listeria monocytogenes. They issued a 
voluntary recall for those meals, as well as others that did not test positive but may have 
been exposed to the lot "as a precautionary measure." No pet or human illnesses have 
been reported. Compiled from www.nj.com.  
 I’VE STARTED THE YEAR 2016 thinking about all the beautiful and sweet Fidos 
and Fluffys I’ve seen on my daily walks and neighbor visits.  And so it’s time to thank 
Bobby, Dara, Duke, Maddy, Cay, Lady, Sammy, Penny, Paisley, Casper, Casey, Riley, 
Monkey Face, Creamsicle, Bessie, Jake, Daisy and Carmen, for treating us with a 
friendly bark and wagging tail greeting.  But these furry friends are doing even more for 
all of us. An apple a day may or may not actually keep the doctor away, but seeing and 
owning an animal just might. In fact, when it comes to pet ownership, there are a number 
of proven health benefits for people, including physical, mental and emotional 
improvements, from enhancing social skills to decreasing a person's risk of heart attack 
and lowering blood pressure, according to www.animalplanet.com. So it’s a good thing 
that your pet is doing for your health and for all of us that enjoy your Fido and Fluffys in 
passing.   
 CAN YOU CAN-CAN? January is a great time to stock up on grocery bargains 
offered by ShopRite Can-Can, Stop & Shop, Wegmans and Weis sales.  If there is a little 
change left from holiday gift giving, please consider how important a 39¢ can of dog or 
cat food is for the sweet animals waiting for forever homes at the FRANKLIN 
TOWNSHIP ANIMAL SHELTER, located at the Municipal Complex on DeMott 
Lane, (732-873-2500, ext. 6500). You can visit the Shelter anytime: Tuesday – Friday, 
noon to 3 PM and Saturday noon - 6 PM with your donations of dry dog/puppy/cat/kitten 
food, toys, clean/worn towels/blankets/sheets, paper towels/sponges, flea medications, Q-
Tips, catnip and bleach and of course, monetary contributions are most welcome.  While 
you’re there, you can license Fido as all dogs seven months or older must be licensed.  
According to NJ law, proof of rabies vaccination is needed before a license can be 
issued.  Dog licenses can be obtained in the Township Clerk’s Office at the Municipal 
Building.  The license fee includes a metal ID tag. All dog licenses must be in by January 
31. You can even bring Fido for a free Rabies Clinic on January 9th from 8 to 10 AM  - 
all for a 39¢ can of pet food! If you cannot get to the shelter, please contact me for 



help in getting your donated items to the Shelter at (732) 356-0023 or at 
bagelsandhoney@comcast.net.  Please add your name and address to the package for a 
tax contribution response letter. The Shelter is always appreciative of Canal Walk 
residents’ generous giving.  Thank you for caring and sharing.  

        Judy Gottlieb 

        

Design Solution 
            This month, we’re visiting the spacious Greenwich 
model townhome of Marilyn Melnick who lives with her 
rescue, four-footed family member, Lady.  
 Entering into the foyer, you immediately notice the 
original oil painting of a lovely young woman.  This sets 
the tone for the home of quiet grace and elegance.  Nothing 
else is needed in this entryway – smart decorating by 
carefully editing what you have and what is needed.  The 
walls are painted a soft green with crisp white molding. 
The staircase wall across from the foyer holds the one-of-a-
kind tree wood sculpture created by Marilyn’s artist 
granddaughter.  A wall hung wrought iron shelf on the wall 
leading to the half bath holds a tall plant. The dining room 
is straight ahead with a large oval, French Country table with a fruitwood top and cream 
base. The chairs are in the same cream color with a diamond, pin-dot print on the seats.  
Very classic and appropriate for this style.  The deep plush rug under the table is a 
traditional Persian design.  Overhead, a two-tier, wood and porcelain chandelier with silk 
shades provides soft illumination over the table and is reflected in the wall hung, vintage 
French Second Empire style mirror with etched glass design –from Marilyn’s mother-in-
law’s home. A floor standing urn with carved cherubs – another item from her mother-in-
law’s home – holds a plant.  An antique glass and gilded iron fireplace screen - purchased 
during a North Carolina vacation - stands in front of the staircase wall and diffuses the 
light from the windows, clothed in custom green and cranberry tapestry drapes – lovely!   
 The living room is spacious with an elegant sofa perfectly set between the patio door 
and window.  Marilyn wisely coordinated these two architectural elements with a valance 
over the door and a valance/drape combination on the window.  The sofa combines 
different fabric patterns and is done beautifully (no small feat) – a small and large rose 
pattern is paired with a subtle stripe. A French Louis XI Bergère chair is clothed in the 
same subtle stripe on the couch while a French round back chair is 
covered in the rose pattern.  This is a perfect example of pairing 
fabrics together – not only on one piece of furniture but repeating it 
on other complementary pieces – well done.  A set of ABC 
purchased marble and wood French base stacking tables sit 
between the two chairs.  In front of the couch is a large wood inlay, 
Bombay-style coffee table – a smart choice to balance the furniture 
in the room and also to provide storage in the drawers.  A graceful 
French-style wrought iron and wood top end table – purchased in 
New Hope – holds a tall lamp with the same materials sitting 
beside a delicate Lladro figurine.  A large pastoral oil painting in an 



ornate frame sits over the couch and a vintage torchiere lamp lends illumination to the 
area.  A grouping of family photos expertly framed brings additional warmth and family 
memories to the room. 
 The sunny kitchen – painted in a warm coral color – has a light fruitwood table and 
softly distressed wood chairs in a French Country design with delicate painted flowers on 

the chair backs.  The side chairs have the same coral wall color 
for the fabric on the seats.   A wrought iron chandelier with 
delicate flowers hangs overhead and echoes the gardenia plant in 
front of the windows.  A corner baker’s rack fills the corner space 
with plants and art objects.  Of course, Lady’s plush napping bed 
sits in this sunny room so she is never far from her human mom.  
A neutral tile backsplash perfectly complements the warm tones 
in the room, including the traditional set of canisters on the 
counter. 
 Marilyn has created a warm and welcoming home with her 
new furnishings and skillfully blended vintage and antique pieces 
for a terrific design esthetic – bravo!   

 Design trends for 2016: Mixing and matching metallics, such as gold, silver, 
wrought iron and mirror; a bevy of blues, especially navy blue in some form in a room; 
traditional/vintage style mixed with Lucite pieces; and, the layering of fabric and 
textures.  But please keep in mind; YOUR style is what counts in making a comfortable 
and livable home. 
 This column is for your home decorating questions and to celebrate your own design 
solution.  Each month, Canal Walk residents may submit a decorating question and get a 
Design Solution in the Canal Walk Newsletter.  You can even be featured each month 
with a decorating solution that you’ve already accomplished.  Email me at 
bagelsandhoney@comcast.net or call me at (732) 356-0023 for your Design Solution! 
                                                                                         Judy Gottlieb 

Home Hints  
Safety in the garage 
  When my wife, Marsha, and I walk around the community, we see lots of homes 
with the garage doors open. The thing that troubles me are the ones where cars have been 
backed in, and occasionally the motors are running. I understand some people back in to 
make it easy to unload the packages from the trunk, but the risk of carbon monoxide 
poisoning is very serious, and there are important things to consider. If the door to the 
house is open and the heat or air conditioning is on, the exhaust fumes will be drawn into 
the house very quickly. Even if the door to the house is closed, there is still a danger 
because the doors don't always close tightly. To test how well the door seal keeps fumes 
from the garage out of the house, wait until night time, turn on the light in the garage, 
close the door to the house, and see if you can see light from the garage around the door 
frame. If you see light, then the latch must be adjusted to close the door tightly against 
the door frame seal. 
 Still, it's not safe to run the engine in the garage, and you should remember a few 
safety tips: 
 Never start the car before opening the garage door. 
 Wait a minute before closing the garage door when you turn off the engine. 



 Don't use a remote starter to start the car in the garage with the door closed. 
 
          Jeff Shpiner 

          

The Poetry Corner 
 
 HAPPY NEW YEAR 

Has another year passed so quickly by? 
Are you ready to move on, take action and fly? 
Possibilities abounding, 
Possibilities astounding, 
You're living today, the future is yours, 
  
Nurture yourself, keep open your doors. 
Each precious moment is special and new, 
Windows are open, the sun can shine through. 
  
Year after year, after year, after year, 
Empower yourself, be successful, be here. 
Aspire, desire, and reach for the sky, 
Rejoice in your journey, take flight and just fly!  
                                                      Marlene Rose 

 
 
 
 
Potpourri, etc. 
    Isn't it amazing that George Carlin - comedian of the 70's and 80's - could write 
something so very eloquent...and so very appropriate?  
      A Message by George Carlin:  
 The paradox of our time in history is that we have taller buildings but shorter 
tempers, wider Freeways, but narrower viewpoints. We spend more, but have less, we 
buy more, but enjoy less. We have bigger houses and smaller families, more 
conveniences, but less time. We have more degrees but less sense, more knowledge, but 
less judgment, more experts, yet more problems, more medicine, but less wellness.  
 We drink too much, smoke too much, spend too recklessly, laugh too little, drive 
too fast, get too angry, stay up too late, get up too tired, read too little, watch TV too 
much, and pray too seldom.  
  We have multiplied our possessions, but reduced our values. We talk too much, 
love too seldom, and hate too often.  
  We've learned how to make a living, but not a life. We've added years to life not 
life to years. We've been all the way to the moon and back, but have trouble crossing the 
street to meet a new neighbor. We conquered outer space but not inner space. We've done 
larger things, but not better things.  



  We've cleaned up the air, but polluted the soul. We've conquered the atom, but 
not our prejudice. We write more, but learn less. We plan more, but accomplish less. 
We've learned to rush, but not to wait. We build more computers to hold more 
information, to produce more copies than ever, but we communicate less and less.  
  These are the times of fast foods and slow digestion, big men and small 
character, steep profits and shallow relationships. These are the days of two incomes but 
more divorce, fancier houses, but broken homes. These are days of quick trips, disposable 
diapers, throwaway morality, one night stands, overweight bodies, and pills that do 
everything from cheer, to quiet, to kill. It is a time when there is much in the showroom 
window and nothing in the stockroom. A time when technology can bring this letter to 
you, and a time when you can choose either to share this insight, or to just hit delete...  
 Remember; spend some time with your loved ones, because they are not going to 
be around forever.  
  Remember, say a kind word to someone who looks up to you in awe, because 
that little person soon will grow up and leave your side.  
  Remember, to give a warm hug to the one next to you, because that is the only 
treasure you can give with your heart and it doesn't cost a cent.  
  Remember, to say, "I love you" to your partner and your loved ones, but most of 
all mean it. A kiss and an embrace will mend hurt when it comes from deep inside of you.  
  Remember to hold hands and cherish the moment for someday that person will 
not be there again.  
  Give time to love, give time to speak! And give time to share the precious 
thoughts in your mind.  
 
AND ALWAYS REMEMBER:  
Life is not measured by the number of breaths we take, but by the moments that take our 
breath away.   
                            George Carlin…submitted by Marge Heffernan 

 

POWERFUL! 
 
A lovely little girl was holding two apples in both hands 
Her mum came in and softly asked her little daughter with a smile; my sweetie, could you 
give your mum one of your two apples? 
The girl looked up at her mum for some seconds, then she suddenly took a quick bite on 
one apple, and then quickly on the other. 
The mum felt the smile on her face freeze. She tried hard not to reveal her 
disappointment. 
Then the little girl handed one of her bitten apples to her mum, and said: mummy, here 
you are. This is the sweeter one. 
---- No matter who you are, how experienced you are, and how knowledgeable you think 
you are, always delay judgement. 
Give others the privilege to explain themselves. 
What you see may not be the reality. Never conclude for others. 
Which is why we should never only focus on the surface and judge others without 
understanding them first. 



Those who like to pay the bill, do so not because they are loaded but because they value 
friendship above money. 
Those who take the initiative at work, do so not because they are stupid but because they 
understand the concept of responsibility. 
Those who apologize first after a fight, do so not because they are wrong but because 
they value the people around them. 
Those who are willing to help you, do so not because they owe you anything but because 
they see you as a true friend. 
Those who often text you, do so not because they have nothing better to do but because 
you are in their heart. 
Those who take out time to chat with you, does not mean they are jobless or less busy, 
but they know the importance of keeping in touch. 
One day, all of us will get separated from each other; we will miss our conversations of 
everything & nothing; the dreams that we had. 
Days will pass by, months, years, until this contact becomes rare... One day our children 
will see our pictures and ask 'Who are these people?' And we will smile with invisible 
tears because a heart is touched with a strong word and you will say: 'IT WAS THEM 
THAT I HAD THE BEST DAYS OF MY LIFE WITH.’ 
     Submitted by Jay del Prado…from the Internet 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Recipes 

MEXICAN PINWHEELS – 8 dozen 
 

2 C. shredded cheddar cheese 
½ C. sour cream 
8 oz. cream cheese, softened 
4.5 oz. can chopped green chilies, drained 
2-1/4 oz. can sliced ripe olives, drained (black) 
2/3 C. chopped green onions 
1 clove garlic, pressed 
¼ t. seasoned salt 
½ t. cumin 
1 t. chili powder 
8 – 8” flour tortillas 
Commercial salsa 
 

• Combine first 10 ingredients.  Spread ½ C. mixture over each tortilla; roll, 

jellyroll fashion.  Wrap each separately in plastic wrap. 



• Refrigerate up to 8 hours.  (Freezes beautifully for unexpected guests.  I like to 

keep some in the freezer.  Only takes a few minutes to defrost.) 

• Cut each roll into 12 slices.  Serve with salsa. 

                                                                                            Submitted by Marge Heffernan  
 

BROCCOLI APPLE SOUP 
1 T. olive oil 
2 C. peeled and diced fresh broccoli, with stalks 
2 T. finely chopped thyme or ¾ t. dried thyme leaves, crushed 
1 C. thinly sliced onion 
1 C. peeled and diced red cooking apple 
½ C. diced celery 

• Heat oil in large pot with lid and add above.  Cover and cook over low heat 10 

minutes.  

• Add: 4 C. low-salt, low-fat chicken stock and ¼ t. ground white pepper 

• Cook 30 minutes more.  Remove from heat and cool slightly.  Puree soup. 

 
Serve hot or chilled (we prefer hot), garnished with dollop of yogurt or sour cream. 
(I like to double.  Serves 6 with some leftover.) 
                                                                                              Submitted by Marge Heffernan 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Theatrical Reviews 
 

WANTED: 
Reviews of all kinds are wanted from the residents of Canal Walk! Please send your 

submission with your selection, your opinion of it, and any other information you feel is 

pertinent. Send to ecatalina2@verizon.net.                                    

 
Eating In/Eating Out 
 
28 BBQ 

303 West Union Ave. (Rt.28) 

Bound Brook, N.J. 
732-805-0900 



 
 My family loves 28 BBQ, and we've been going there for years.  A recent review in 
the New York Times is right; it's easy to go past the place, but the smell of barbeque will 
bring you right back. First, let's talk about the food and I'll end with good directions. 
  28 BBQ isn't fancy, but if Portuguese style hickory smoked meat and chicken is your 
thing this is the place. My experiences have only been with the ribs (pork or beef) and the 
chicken.  We keep going back for more. They also serve steak, shellfish and paella, but I 
haven't had them, so I'll leave it up to someone else to try them and report back. You can 
order whole or half portions, and there is plenty to eat. Each order comes with a huge 
mound of rice topped with pickled vegetables and includes either a side of salad, french 
fries, or beans (red or black). The portions are large, and I love taking home the leftover 
rice and beans. We always manage to finish the ribs and chicken, but on occasion they 
have been on the grill a little too long and may be a touch dry, but the flavor is always 
great. 
 Everything they cook is available for takeout, and I recommend you look at the 22 
foot barbeque pit where you can see the magic happen. The food is cooked over hickory 
charcoal with salt and spices and comes to the table hot. 
  The desserts are made in house, and while I've never tried the Tres Leches or Ice Box 
cakes, they look tempting. 
  The restaurant seats 45 inside, 12 outside and is wheelchair accessible with plenty of 
parking in front or alongside. 
  It's BYO and there is a liquor store across the street. 
  Prices start at $8.50, and we usually spend about $12 to $15 per person when we 
have ribs and chicken and an occasional soup or linguica (grilled Portuguese smoked 
sausage) appetizer. 
  
Directions: Weston Canal Road to Rt. 287 North and get off at exit 13A onto Rt.28 (West 
Union Ave.) Continue 1 mile passing the ShopRite, Effingers Sports, and the Golden 
Corner Diner. Turn left after the diner onto Washington St. (opposite Russo's Catering) 
and you have arrived. 
        Jeff Shpiner 

 
Luigi’s Pizza & Grill 
305 Elizabeth Avenue 
Somerset 
   There is a new place to eat, and it is close by to our community.  It used to be Matteo’s, 
and now it is called Luigi’s Pizza & Grill Restaurant. It opened up around the second 
week of November.   

       A few of us went to try it out last week, and we were all very pleased with all of the 
choices that we made for dinner. First, Jennifer brought over 'hot from the oven' 
garlic rolls for our table while we looked over the menu.   

       Since it was a cold night, we all decided to have their soup.  They had both Chicken 
Noodle and Pasta Faggioli soup.  We could see, as the waitress was bringing us the soup, 
which was a bowl not a cup, that it was steaming hot.  Both of the soups were extremely 
tasty. 



       Next we all ordered house salads.  An additional charge of $2 each was added on to 
the price when you order an entrée.  The salad size was a decent size for a house salad. 

       The entrees that we ordered were Shrimp Scampi and Shrimp Fra Diavolo; each was 
$13.99, and Penne Pasta with their house sauce, not marinara sauce, was $8.99.  All the 
entrees came with pasta.  The portions were a generous size and the prices were 
reasonable. 

       After eating everything that we ordered that night, we did not have any room for 
dessert, but the table next to us had ordered salads and a pizza.  It looked delicious.  So, 
three days later, on a Friday night, we didn’t feel like cooking, so we decided to order a 
pizza to take home.  And the pizza was great, also.   They have a very nice sauce that 
they use on their pies and on their entrées.   
       What else is nice is that they have coupons on their website for 10% off the bill, 
when eating in, which never hurts, and it is a BYOB.  As I was going to pick up the 
pizza, it was nice to see the lot was full.  I would say there were between 20 and 25 cars 
there.  

       I will certainly be going back there again.  I hope that you will too. 
      Joanne Perzi 
 

 

 I am sure that many of you go out to dinner from time to time -We would like to hear 

from you so that we can pass on your good or not so good recommendations. Many of us 

come from all over New Jersey and others from out of state and do not know the area or 

where to dine - your input would be so very helpful. Please try to include the following: 

Name of Restaurant - Address - Telephone Number and Prices. Submit to Ellen Catalina 

at ecatalina2@verizon.net.     

                                 

 
 
What's Happening 
NEW JERSEY STATE THEATRE 
15 Livingston Avenue, New Brunswick – (732) 246-7469 
Jan 10                         3 PM              Band of the Royal Marines featuring Pipes and 
                                                          Drums of the Scots Guard 
Jan 15 & 16                                      STOMP 
(Fri 8 PM & Sat 2 & 8 PM) 
Jan 23                         8 PM             New Jersey Symphony Orchestra – Winter Festival: 
                                                         Symphonie Fantastique 
Jan 29                         8 PM             Ron White 
Jan 31                         3 PM             New Jersey Symphony Orchestra – Winter Festival: 
                                                         A Midsummer Night’s Dream                                                                      
                               
VILLAGERS THEATRE 
415 DeMott Lane, Somerset – (732) 873-2710 
Jan 15 – 24                                        Fences  
(Fri & Sat 8 PM & Sun 2 PM) 
 



PAPER MILL PLAYHOUSE 
Brookside Drive, Millburn – (973) 376-4343 
Nov 25 – Jan 3                            A Christmas Story – The Musical 
(Wed - Sat 7 PM; Matinees: Sat & Sun 1:30 PM) 
  
RARITAN VALLEY COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
State Route 28 & Lamington Road, North Branch – (908) 725-3420 
Jan 15                   8 PM              Saturday Night Fever 
Jan 21          12 & 7 PM              Ken Waldman & The Down Hill Strugglers 
Jan 26          12 & 7 PM              Rhapsody in Black by LeLand Gann 
Jan 31            2 & 7 PM              Lula del Ray – Manual Cinema                         
 
MASON GROSS SCHOOL OF PERFORMING ARTS 
85 George Street, New Brunswick – (732) 932-7511 
Nicholas Music Center 
Jan 29 – Feb 7                               Opera at Rutgers presents: Mozart’s “Cosi fan tutte” 
(Fri 7:30 PM & Sun 2 PM)  
Shindell Hall 
Jan 31             7:30 PM                Rutgers Graduate Composers present: The Englewood 
                                                     Players    
 
McCARTER THEATRE CENTER 
91 University Place, Princeton – (609) 258-6500 
Matthew Theatre 
Jan 27               7:30 PM               Mummenschanz 
Jan 29                    8 PM               The Buddy Holly Story 
Jan 30                    8 PM               Potted Sherlock       
Berlind Theatre 
Jan 8 – Feb 7                                 The Piano Lesson 
(Tue – Thu 7:30 PM; Fri & Sat 8 PM; Sun, Jan 24 & 31 7:30 PM; Matinees: Sat 3 PM 
& Sun 3 PM; No performance on Tues, Jan 26)    
                                     
SOMERSET VALLEY PLAYHOUSE 
689 Amwell Road (Route 514), Hillsborough – (908) 369-7469 
Jan 15 – 31                                      The Unexpected Guest by Agatha Christie 
(Fri & Sat 8 PM; Sun 2 PM)                       
       
       Compiled by Ronnie Bayer 

 
 


