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From the Board of Directors 
 Here we are in December, after quite an interesting couple of months.  Elections 
are history; the Board continues working on projects and Transition. The 2016 
budget has been released along with Maintenance Payment Books.  Before you know 
it, the holiday season will be upon us, and New Year’s Celebration and 2016 will be 
here. 
 As this Newsletter is written during the first week of November in advance for 
publication on December 1, we will summarize the happenings during the last weeks 
of October.   
 The Canal Walk Annual Meeting and Open Board Meeting were held on October 
29th which included the election of two Board members.  After a very active 
campaign by Skip Krals, Bernie Worst and Nick Iorio, Bernie and Nick retained their 
places on the Board for a two year term. 
Transition Update: 

 Work on the Clubhouse exterior continues and nears completion.  We are 
optimistic, given mild weather for the balance of fall, that the exterior repairs will be 
completed.  As you may have observed, there was serious structural damage to the 
south wall facing the indoor pool and sauna areas.  Along with the framing for the 
exterior wall, the interior wall and tile had to be replaced. 
 Streets, sidewalks and aprons  in need of repair have been identified and have be 
repaired in concert with oversight by our engineering firm, FWH and the Franklin 
Township Engineering Department.   Patriots Way, Saratoga and Freedom have been 
paved.   
 Inspection of the Freedom Clubhouse has been completed, and the report is under 
review in preparation for it being sent to the builder. 
2016 Budget: 
 Since there have been many questions regarding the budget, the balance of this 
month’s Director’s article will be dedicated to answering these questions. 
 The 2016 Budget, ratified by the Board at the October meeting, was mailed along with 
the Maintenance Payment book to all homeowners last month. The budgeting process 
relies on current year’s expenses, year to date income and expenses as well as projected 
income (new closings) and expenses.  Details of prior years’ expenses are provided to all 
homeowners in the Annual Audit each spring.  A direct year to year budget comparison is 
difficult with line item changes, additions and the community growth both in Canal Walk 
and Enclave.   While the 2016 budget is approximately 5% higher than this year's budget, 
the maintenance fee will remain the same.   
  The budget includes $40,000 for office expenses. This includes items such as copier 
supplies, copy paper and toner for office, paper plates, cups, utensils for clubs and 
committees, CW stationary, HOA mailing expenses, office supplies and miscellaneous 
items (i.e., resident candy basket).  



 The budget contains $350,000 for Comcast. This covers the charges to provide 
every residence with expanded basic TV service at a bulk rate, which is lower than 
the rate for individual customers.  It also provides TV service for both Clubhouses 
and the Canal Walk Community channel on cable.  If you look at your Comcast bill, 
you will see that you are not being charged by them for "Expanded Basic" TV 
service. That service is paid for by the HOA as a service as prescribed in our Public 
Offering Statement (POS).  It should be noted that the negotiated rate will save 
$90,000 in 2016 compared to the cost in 2012 when we assumed control. 
  Attorney expenses charged by Cutolo Mandel LLC, our HOA 
Attorney, are identified on three separate line items: General, Collections and 
Transition.  Each year there are uncertainties as to what legal issues may arise in the 
following year, so categorizing our legal expenses this way assists in the budgeting 
process to identify where time is actually being spent.  
 The Activities Account managed by Tracey Allen in the Management Office, is 
used to process the finances for clubs and committees; it is held in a checking 
account at Chase Bank. The Board uses the account’s debit card for purchasing such 
things as tickets for plays and sporting events, refreshments for club and committee 
meetings and events.  This function provides an audited method for all club and 
committee finances.  This account is reconciled monthly by our accounting firm 
Wilkin and Guttenplan and is audited annually. 
 The 2016 budget includes a general contingency of $128,810 for unexpected 
expenses that may arise during the year. 
 
Lessons Learned: 
 The unanticipated delay experienced with the election process, the use of proxies 
and the number of both voters present and by proxy, clearly demonstrated that a 
change is needed.  The Board is planning to create a committee to examine this 
process as well as future needs both with our HOA and the Enclave Association, and 
to make recommendations for future elections. 
Future Expansion of Canal Walk: 
 In regard to the expansion of Canal Walk and Enclave, the Board agrees with 
many Canal Walk homeowners who would like to see the land remain an open space 
and not be used for additional units that would increase the number of residents 
using the clubhouses, pools and other amenities. As a practical matter, though, we 
have been advised by Counsel that the Builder has the legal right to construct 
additional units as provided in the POS. We have been further advised that a legal 
challenge would be costly to the HOA, time-consuming and difficult to win. Such a 
challenge may also jeopardize Transition negotiations and negatively impact the 
need to address deficiencies that have been identified by our engineering consultant. 
  Given these circumstances the Board decided not to oppose the new construction, 
but instead to work with the Builder to optimize the design of the new entrance road 
and gate and other details associated with the new construction  
 For those interested in attending, Premier Homes is scheduled to present the 
proposal for these additions at the December 16th Planning Board meeting.  The 
meeting will begin at 7:30 pm in the Council Chambers in the Municipal Building, 
475 Demott Lane. 



                                                Jim Lyttle, Bob Rossomando, Nick Iorio, Bernie Worst 

 
CANAL WALK’S OWN WEBSITE 

Canal Walk residents can check on what activities are planned and sign up for 
activities right from their home computer. Just type this address and you will get to 
our Canal Walk Website: http://www.canalwalkhoa.com 
  This Newsletter also appears on the Canal Walk Website with a special 
thanks to Howard Kliger of the Website Committee.  
 
TO SEE CLUBHOUSE ACTIVITIES ON YOUR TV: 
NOW ON CHANNEL 8 IF YOU DO NOT HAVE AN HD CABLE BOX 
OR USE CHANNEL 281 IF YOU DO HAVE AN HD CABLE BOX 
 
Canal Walk Reservation Policy 

Sign-ups are required for most events at Canal Walk (unless otherwise stated). 
Each community sponsored event requires sign-ups and prepayment with check 
payable to C.W.H.O.A.A.F. 
Residents at Canal Walk will have first opportunity to reserve a space for an event. 
Events will be open to guests providing that the event has not been sold out.  Notice 
will be given when the event is open to guests. 
As always, each event is first come, first served. 
 

 

Canal Walk Refund Policy 

Refunds will ONLY be given under the following circumstances: 
The resident is hospitalized. 
There is a death in the immediate family. 
Canal Walk Activities Director finds it possible to resell the ticket or bus seat. 
The event is cancelled by Canal Walk. 
 

From the Enclave Board 
 
“When icicles hang by the wall,  
And Dick the shepherd blows his nail, 
And Tom bears logs into the hall,  
And milk comes frozen home in pail,  
When blood is nipp’d and ways be foul,  
Then nightly sings the staring owl,  
Tu-who; To-whit, tu-who - a merry note, 
While greasy Joan doth keel the pot. 
                                       Love’s Labour’s Lost; William Shakespeare 
 
FAIRFAX - BUILDING 6 IS OPEN 

 Welcome to our new neighbors in the Fairfax! Hopefully you are getting 
comfortable and have found your way to the Clubhouse.  Watch the carousels for 
activities and trips that may be of interest to you. Join our clubs and help with their 



fundraising activities in support of our surrounding community of Somerset. You 
will be amazed and proud of us when you see how much we give back. Hopefully, it 
will inspire you to be a part of it. You will find the clubs and contact people in the 
back of this Newsletter. 
TRASH TALK 

 Do not put discarded articles in the hallways by the trash rooms as this becomes a 
safety and fire hazard.  Put the item in the trash/recyclable rooms.  If it is too big, 
please place it by the compactor room in the garage. You do not need to place it in 
the dumpsters as Cito will take care of it so it’s sorted correctly. The single issue we 
see most often is Styrofoam in the recycling cans…this is trash. If in doubt as to 
where something belongs, just place it in the room next to a can and Cito will place it 
in the proper container. 
PARKING 

 The developer has painted new parking spaces around the Fairfax building.  The 
proper space for your vehicle must have a single width line in the front and rear of 
your car. Do not park near the Stop signs; this creates a very dangerous situation for 
vehicles coming toward the curve. The double width line alongside the stop sign 
does not indicate that it is a legal parking space.   
CONTRACTOR REQUIREMENTS 
 When having work performed in your unit, remember to have it performed by 
licensed individuals with proof of liability insurance naming The Enclave at Canal 
Walk Condominium Association, Inc. as additional insured. This applies to all types 
of service providers…plumbers, electricians, handymen…there are no exceptions. 
This is for your protection and the community should any work go awry, which, 
unfortunately, has happened on more than one occasion causing serious 
consequences to homeowners. 
BREAKING NEWS 

 At the time of this writing, we have added a resource from Association Advisors 
to support the Covenants Committee and Board to ensure the governing documents 
are being followed. Once per month, Jeff Kleinhans will come on site to walk the 
buildings and grounds noting potential violations of the Master Deed, By-Laws and 
Rules and Regulations. This will result in “gentle reminders” or warning letters being 
issued. Be sure to check your documents before proceeding with a project as you are 
responsible to know what is permitted.  
 We have also asked Jeff to check all hallways, doors and exit stairwells for any 
potential impediment to homeowners or emergency personnel. This will include any 
furniture, artificial plants or trees, originally placed by the builder that may need to 
be relocated. If you notice something has been relocated please do not move it. We 
are making every effort to ensure a safe environment for you. 
THE ENCLAVE OFFICE 

 By the time you are reading this Newsletter we expect to have AG moved into his 
new office located on the first floor of the Fairfax. It is on the north side of the 
building, and the closest door is across from the Drake. His office phone and fax 
numbers remain the same. 
UPCOMING ENCLAVE COMMUNITY MEETING 



 A couple of important reminders. You will be receiving the “Call for Candidates” 
letter from Association Advisors this month. If you are interested in volunteering to 
serve on the Board of Directors, read the information in the letter and submit your 
candidate profile as instructed. 
 In addition to the Board positions, we also have a need for a Block Captain for the 
townhouses on Paine Way, and our Covenants Committee can always use a “few 
good men/women!!” You can reach out to either Board Member and we’ll get you 
connected with the committee chairs. 
ELECTION NIGHT/ANNUAL MEETING: FEBRUARY 25, 2016, 7PM, 

CLUBHOUSE BALLROOM. 

 

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS 

ASSOCIATION ADVISORS 

                         NON-EMERGENCY…………………….732-294-8882 

                         EMERGENCY……………………………888-295-4617 

 

 We would like to extend our warmest holiday wishes to you and yours! Have a 
wonderful season of joy and good health with family and friends. 
                                                                     Bernadette Lombardo and Brigid Brown 

    

 

 

 

 

Covenants Committee 
HOLIDAY EXTERIOR DECORATIONS 

 A. Dates of Display 

Holiday decorations and lights are permitted starting Thanksgiving 
weekend and must be removed by January 15th. Other holiday decorations 
are permitted 14 days prior to the holiday and must be removed five days 
after the holiday. Lights must be turned off no later than 11:00 PM. 

 B. Quantity and Moderation 

The quantity of decorations and/or lights should reflect moderation and be 
sensitive to the close proximity of your neighbors. 

 C. Spotlights 

  One spotlight may be used in the front of the house provided it does not 
illuminate a neighboring house. 

 D. Location of Decorations 
1. The location of decorations and lights shall be limited to the following 

areas: 
a. Builder’s mulch bed area located in the front of the house adjacent to 

the foundation.  
b. Mulch beds that go around to the side entrance of a house. 
c. Front doors, windows and porches. 
d. Garage doors and the area around them, including the single peak 

over the garage. 



e. Mulch beds adjacent to the foundation in side yards and back yards 
that face a street or unoccupied open area. 

2. Decorations and lights are NOT permitted in the following areas: 
a. On trees/shrubs in lawn areas and in the mulch beds around them 

including those installed by the Builder. 
b. In mulch beds extending down the sides of driveways. 
c. On lawns, driveways, roof tops, roof edges (other than exception 

stated in D.1.d.  above) and Common Property. 
d. Any other area not specifically mentioned in paragraph D.1. 

3. One deviation for the size of decorations is allowed for the holiday 
period only. Decorations may be up to 24” x 24” x 24”. 

E.  Violators will be subject to a $50 fine per day if they do not comply within 
10 days of receiving a violation letter. 

 As the winter approaches, the PMR numbers are coming down, so we are able to 
process the PMRs quickly.  This is especially true because so many of the PMRs are 
coming in complete.  This really helps.  Where there are disagreements with 
decisions made we are trying to quickly remedy the differences by either having 
PMRs modified or finding out more information that will let us make a timely 
decision. Thanks to everyone involved.  
 Lastly, STOP signs, please use them. 
                                                                         David Lyttle 

 

 

 

Tracey’s Corner 
Dear Canal Walk Resident: 
 Another year has come and gone.   I can’t believe I have been working with you 
for almost three years. The time has flown, and I attribute this to the wonderful 
people here at Canal Walk.  I have worked a long time in this industry, and I can 
honestly say you are a wonderful group of people and my favorite.  My tenure with 
you has been very rewarding.  I actually like coming to work each day!  Your Board 
and my fellow workers, Tom, Cathy and Alan, are a real pleasure to work with.  As 
the Community continues to grow, my days become busier and busier, so I expect 
next year to be a bang-up year!  All the clubs work together so nicely, and are so 
active, which results in making my job so much easier. I’ll distribute the quarterly 
calendar the beginning of January, so all clubs are able to have a “snap shot” of what 
each club or group has planned.  I shall do this quarterly.  I am pursuing different 
types of activities for 2016, primarily in the arts.  If anyone has any suggestions for 
an activity, please let me know.  We’ll continue to schedule sporting events as we 
have in the past.  Please make sure you do not miss events by holding off signing 
up.  If you think you want to attend an event, get your slip to me with payment.  This 
year we had numerous sold out events with waiting lists.  I cannot guarantee that 
should you have to withdraw from an event that we’ll have enough people on the 
waiting list, but based upon this year’s activity, we were able to return monies and 
pull from the wait list most of the time.     



 I shall close with wishing all of you peace and happiness at Christmas and 
Hanukkah and all other holidays this month.  We’ll remember all our friends and 
family that we lost this year, but we’ll be blessed with new friends and memories to 
cherish for years to come.  Have a blessed holiday. Thank you everyone for all your 
kindness and support.  I so appreciate it. 
Warm regards,                                                           
Tracey M. Allen, CMCA, AMS 
Activities Director 
Canal Walk HOA 
Association Advisors, Agent 
732-356-8806 
732-356-3855 (Fax) 

 
         Wine & Design was a huge success!  
                  Looking forward to 2016. 

 

 

Activities and Announcements 
 
CANAL WALK RESIDENT REFERRAL PROGRAM EXTENDED TO INCLUDE 
GATEWAY AT ROYCE BROOK IN HILLSBOROUGH 
 With the help of our Canal Walk residents, sales at the ENCLAVE and 
RESERVE have exceeded even our most optimistic projections. 
 As a token of our appreciation, Canal Walk residents who have introduced family 
and friends to our community have received American Express gift cards of $ 2,500 
for each referral. These cards can be used anywhere the American Express card is 
accepted. 
Premier Development has just opened its newest community in Hillsborough and is 
extending the Canal Walk Referral Program to include residents at Canal Walk who 
refer their friends or family to Gateway at Royce Brook, an upscale single family 
community for residents aged 55+, featuring homes similar to the Reserve homes. 
 The referral program is simple and easy to qualify for. Introduce and sign-in a 
family member or friend at our sales office or Gateway at Royce Brook Sales Office. 
If that introduction results in a home sale, a gift card with a value of $ 2,500 will be 
presented to you after the home sale closes. 
 Gift cards can be picked up at the Canal Walk sales office after your referral has 
closed. We appreciate the efforts of all our residents who have successfully 
participated and look forward to meeting more of your family and friends in the 
coming months. 



Every referral from one of our home owners helps to build a stronger and more 
unified community environment. Family and friends make great neighbors! 
 With our sincere thanks and hoping for continued success, 
   Canal Walk Sales Staff: Betsy, Abby, Marty and George 

 

CLUBHOUSE ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE 

 A cooperative evening was had on Friday, October 30, when the Acting Up 
Group and the Activities Committee held a murder mystery evening entitled, Café 
Murder.  The interactive play was directed by Marion Yudow and our wonderful 
host for the evening was Bruce Davidson and his merry band of actors.  The 
audience played a part in finding out “who done it!”  There were many creative 
costumes and a fun evening was had by all. 
 Our annual Holiday Brunch, held on Sunday, Dec. 13 at noon till 2 o’clock is 
always a welcome treat to usher in the season, and all always enjoy this festive get 
together each year.  The cost is $12 and you will find flyers in the lobby.  Don’t wait 
too long to sign up, please!  
       Submitted by Seena Allen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YOUNG AT HEART 

 Happy Holidays to one and all. 
       The December meeting of the Young at Heart Club will be held on 
December 9th at 11 A.M. in the Arts and Crafts Room. 
 This will be a short business meeting and details will be given to those going on 
the Christmas Lights trip the following day. 
 Please plan on coming to the meeting if you are on that trip. 
 Have a wonderful holiday, and we hope to see you all in the New Year.  



        Joanne Polito, Jule Graham 

  

WRITING OUR STORIES 

 Calling all men and women who like to write!  For those of you who are NOT 
snowbirds and who have some time on a Friday afternoon to enjoy new friendships, 
come and enjoy the company of fellow scribes as we bring back, Writing Our 
Stories.     Nina Pesce, editor of the Staying Healthy column in the Canal Walk 
Newsletter, wants to journey together with you as we explore our own life’s stories.  
If you enjoy writing, or have never tried, this seven week course begins on Friday, 
January 8 from l PM to 3 PM, and ends on Friday, February 19 in the Boardroom of 
the Clubhouse.    
 No previous knowledge of writing is required in this casual, non-critical 
atmosphere with your peers.  There will be no A+ or B’s to worry about.  The goal is 
to achieve your own sense of satisfaction and accomplishment.  Each week will be a 
different topic for you to write about and share with the group.  So come along and 
write just for yourself or to preserve your memories for generations to come.  Call 
Nina at 732-595-5813 to register.  Limit 12.         

         Nina Pesce 
 
CANAL WALK WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY  
     The Christmas season! A wonderful time of year: snow and ice; what gifts should 
I buy; it sure is cold; stores are mobbed; burned out decoration bulbs; did I 
mention…“is it cold?” But wait! “Jesus is the reason for the season.” Ahh, “Peace on 
earth, goodwill to men.” Join us as we reflect on His peace and celebrate the Reason 
for this season. 
     The Canal Walk Women’s Bible study group meets every Tuesday in the Club 
Room from 4:00 – 5:00 pm.  All are welcome! 
        Gail Tornquist 

   

GREAT DECISIONS – 2016 

 Great Decisions is a discussion group about U.S. foreign policy. There are 
thousands of these groups throughout the United States, all sponsored by the Foreign 
Policy Association. We meet eight times a year on a formal basis between January 
and April. We want members who are interested in foreign policy and are willing to 
spend an evening in serious discussion. 
 Great Decisions produces an annual publication which covers eight topics of 
foreign policy concern in a magazine format. In addition they produce a DVD, which 
is shown at the beginning of each meeting, which gives an expert’s opinion on the 
topic of the evening. 
 The eight topics for 2016 are Middle East, The Rise of ISIS, The Future of 
Kurdistan, Migration, The Koreas, The United Nations, Climate Change, and Cuba 
and the U.S. One topic is discussed per evening. 
 Our meetings for 2016 are scheduled for 1/21, 2/4, 2/18, 3/3, 3/17, 3/31, 4/14 and 
4/28. We meet in the Club Room of the main Clubhouse at 7:30 PM on the days 
listed. The magazine this year sells for $22. It can be ordered by placing your check 
for $22, made out to me, in my mail box between now and January 1. I will deliver it 



to you sometime during the first week of January. Please call me at 908-229-5161 if 
you have any questions. 
         Merrill Taub 

 

BOWLING  

  Well, bowling has finally begun.  It was a long time coming, but they finally 
completed the renovations of the old Strike ‘N Spare bowling lanes.  It is now called 
Bowlmor. Our first date to begin bowling was on October 15th. 
 We all had to make adjustments with the new lanes this month, but we did have a 
lot of 200 games.   
 October 5, Tom Brucker bowled our first 200 game of the season by bowling a 
202.  The following week, October 12, there was no bowling due to Columbus Day.  
But on October 19, we had five bowlers bowling 200 games.  They are the 
following: 
 Jeff Volker bowled a 210; Mike Palmieri bowled a 206 and a 210; Sal Saladini 
bowled a 234; Tom Brucker bowled a 202; Irv Kobren bowled a 203. 
 On October 26, Al Mattern bowled a 212, 215 and a 212; Jeff Volker bowled a 
228, and Sal Saladini bowled a 213.  Congratulations to all. 
  I would also like to take a moment to welcome our newest bowler to our Canal 
Walk bowling family.  His name is Irv Kobren, and he has already shown he can 
bowl 200, which he did the first week with us.  And I also like to welcome Allan 
Halperin back to our bowling family.  It was nice to see you and have you join us 
again. 
  Just a note to any bowlers who do not own their own bowling shoes, Bowlmor is 
now charging $5.45 to rent shoes from them.  The Pro Shop at Bowlmor is taking $5 
off on bowling shoes if you buy from them.  Otherwise, it would pay you to buy a 
pair on your own, instead of every week paying such a large amount. 
  Hope everyone enjoyed themselves this month, and hopefully, we can have a 
successful 2015/2016 bowling season.  
                                                                                     Joanne Perzi 

   

“ART FOR ALL” 

 On Sunday, November 1st, the tenth annual “Past and Present” Student Art Show 
was held in the Canal Walk Ballroom.  It gave all of the students a chance to show 
what they have accomplished during this last year…and what they have achieved 
was truly remarkable.  The show was very well attended from beginning to the end.  
Anyone who might have an interest in learning new skills or improving upon what 
they already have, please contact Jackie Weighart at 732-469-9292.  All are 
welcome!! 
        Jackie Weighart 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CANAL WALK QUILTERS 

 The Canal Walk Quilters met in November to share holiday project ideas. Fun 
was had by all as they discussed plans and ideas for the upcoming holidays. They 
also worked on assembling their Community Quilt. 
 The quilters will meet on Monday, December 14th to share their final holiday 
projects and plan their January retreat. On the 28th they are planning a pot luck 
luncheon and “Show and Share.” Both meetings will be in the Freedom Clubhouse at 
1:00 P.M. 
 As always, new members of all abilities are always welcome. 
Happy Stitching,  
        Sue Watt 

 
AN EMAIL GOOGLE GROUP HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED 

 This is an email discussion group whereby we can share information, using our 
own group email address.  Currently, more than 400 residents are participating in the 
group.  It has proved to be an efficient method for sharing information pertinent to 
the community.  While having a Gmail email account is suggested, but not required, 
it does allow group members to view and search past postings. 
The purpose of this group is:  
 
To share and receive references or information about vendors, e.g., "I'm looking for 
someone to fix...;" "Does anyone know of a good dentist, dressmaker, plumber, etc." 
To sell, purchase, or borrow items, e.g. "I have a ticket for.... and would like to sell 
it;" “Can anyone lend me a baby car seat for the weekend, etc.” 
To discuss common issues with our personal property in order to seek other's 
opinions and share possible solutions. 
The Group is: 
NOT a public group (It is for Canal Walk residents only) 
NOT for commercial or political purposes 
NOT a vehicle for personal property complaints nor is it to be used to disparage any 
individual or business 
NOT to be used as a soap box or a vehicle to "vent" about the Board, the HOA, or 
the builder. 
If you are not yet a member and would like to join the Canal Walk Google Group, 
send an email requesting membership to: canalwalk.group@gmail.com 
For more information or questions, please call Chickie Siegel (732-271-5266), 
Elaine Whelan (732-560-0140), or Evelyn Silverstein (732-650-8099). 
  Submitted by:  Chickie Siegel, Evelyn Silverstein, Elaine Whelan 

 

 TAP FOR FUN AND FITNESS 

 We are happy to report that we have completed our first Beginner’s Workshop.  A 
few new tappers plus several returning tappers participated and did a great job.  To 
further help the beginners to transition into our regular classes, we have made some 
adjustments in our usual format.  Starting now we will devote the first ½ hour of our 
regular class to reviewing the basics and learning some uncomplicated dances.  



During the second ½ hour we will present tap combinations that everyone can learn.  
And the final ½ hour will be focused on some more advanced steps and dances.  
Hopefully this approach will encourage more people to try tap dancing as a form of 
recreation with artistic expression together with a bit of exercise and a lot of fun 
thrown in for good measure.  Members can participate in any or all of the class 
segments.  
 Our trip to see “Stomp” at the State Theatre of NJ in New Brunswick has been 
changed to the evening performance on Friday, January 15, 2016.  This event is open 
to all Canal Walk residents and their guests.  In our last Newsletter article, I 
explained that “Stomp” is a wonderful show where the eight-member troupe uses 
everything but conventional percussion instruments—matchboxes, wooden poles, 
brooms, garbage cans, Zippo lighters, hubcaps—to fill the stage with magnificent 
rhythms.  You can check out YouTube videos of this show on our Canal Walk 
website www.canalwalkhoa.com.  The jitney will leave from the Clubhouse at 5:30 
PM.  The show itself starts at 8:00 PM allowing time for you to have dinner on your 
own in New Brunswick.  Return time will be around 10:30 PM.  Flyers are available 
in the Clubhouse and on the Canal Walk Website. Space is limited so please RSVP 
ASAP.  These shows sell out quickly. 
 “Tap for Fun & Fitness” meets every Wednesday, 3:30-5:00 PM, in the Canal 
Walk Clubhouse Arts and Crafts Room.  No experience is needed.  Wear 
comfortable, workout clothes and hard soled shoes or tap shoes (no sneakers, please.)  
If you are interested in joining us, or if you have any questions, please call Angela 
Horan (732-412-7266) or Marsha Shpiner (973-584-1688).  Performing is not 
required.  Our goal is to “Tap for Fun & Fitness.”   We are doing this just for our 
own enjoyment and we get a little exercise as a bonus. 
 So please consider joining us.  Tapping is good for you!  And we would love to 
have you. 
        Angela Horan 

             
ITCH'N' TO STITCH 

      Jingle bears, jingle bears, jingle all the way.  Such a happy time of the year - but 
not so for some seriously ill children.  So, we do not take a holiday from our ministry 
to make bears for St. Peter's Hospital.  We meet each Thursday at 1 p.m. in the Arts 
and Craft Room.  Join us for our bear workshop and other stitching interests - no 
experience necessary.  Call Gloria at 732-537- 9160 for more information. 
 
Tribute to Harriet Loshe 

 ITCH'N' TO STITCH, THE WOMEN'S CLUB AND YOUNG AT HEART, have 
lost one of our own.  Harriet Loshe was a good friend and devoted member of these 
clubs, always ready to help where needed.  She will be missed by all whose lives she 
touched.  Our deepest sympathy to John and her children.  
     I knew Harriet before we even moved to Canal Walk.  She told me, "I want that 
house on the corner across from the Clubhouse, so that when John and I can't drive 
any more, we can walk there."  Even then, she wanted to be connected to this 
community.  I am sure she is now leaving them in "stitches" in heaven. 



      But, with Harriet's passing she leaves a legacy or a lesson we should all live by, 
especially for anyone living alone: 
 Make sure at least one neighbor has a key or access code to get into your house. 
 Make sure at least one neighbor has a phone number of a close relative. 
Please let a neighbor know if you will be away, even if it is only for the week-end. 
NEVER STAY ALONE after surgery or any medical procedure that involves 
anesthesia.  If someone offers to spend the night with you, say "YES" or ask 
someone to stay with you.  It is not a sign of weakness to ask for help. 
Have a "sign" or a signal with a neighbor to let them know you are OK.  My good 
neighbor will call me if I don't pick up my daily newspaper by 9 a.m. to see if there 
is anything wrong.  No sleeping in here.   
Bring a phone with you into the bathroom.  If you slip or fall, the phone will be 
handy in case you can't get to another room. 
      Finally, in 1981, I wrote the following poem for another friend, from another 
Women's Club who was also a stitching buddy.  I repeat it for Harriet. 
 
TO A FRIEND..........SHE LEFT TOO SOON. 
 
One more smile to light her face. 
One more child to embrace. 
One more night and one more day. 
One more rainfall 'fore you go away. 
One more sunrise and one to set. 
One soft kitten left to pet. 
One more angel to create. 
Another Christmas to celebrate. 
One more star to wish upon. 
One more rainbow before you're gone. 
One more dream and one more sorrow. 
Can't it wait until tomorrow? 
One last tear to kiss away. 
Won't you stay just one more day? 
One more stitch is left to sew. 
One more story before you go. 
One more song is left to sing. 
One more time to welcome Spring. 
One more seed to plant and time to watch it grow. 
One more sunny morning to hear a rooster crow. 
One more prayer at evening's end. 
One more letter left to send. 
One last rose to come to bloom. 
But she is gone..........she left too soon. 
         Gloria Sipos 

  

TRIPS 

2016 Events: 



March 12 – Ringling Brothers Circus at the Prudential Center.  The show begins at 
11:00 AM.  Tracey has made it abundantly clear that she will not be attending this 
event under any circumstances!! 
April 5th – Hamilton and Allegiance 
April 12th – Hamilton and On Your Feet 
May 3rd – Fiddler on the Roof and An American in Paris 
 These Broadway shows will be traveling by a bus and not the Jitney.  Half the 
seats will be for one show, and the other half will be for the other show.  We have 
found this to be a much better procedure than trying to fill an entire bus for one 
show. 
May 10th – Shuffle Along or On Your Feet 
June 14th – School of Rock 
 Thank you very much for your tremendous support over the past year.  Almost 
every show was a complete sellout and no one got lost!  Merry Christmas! Happy 
Hanukkah!  And hope to see you at the Canal Walk New Year’s Eve Party.  We had 
a great time last year and plan the same for this year!! 
 Best regards, 
      Bill Corson, Trip Committee  

 
 

 

 

 

 

HADASSAH 

  After a few lovely autumn months, Canal Walk Hadassah members are preparing 
for a quieter period of activity.  We thoroughly enjoyed our November meeting with 
Linda Kenyon performing the role of Eleanor Roosevelt in a one-woman play.  We 
also enjoyed 
An Author’s Brunch featuring “Pepper, Silk and Ivory: Amazing Stories about Jews 

and the Far East” with excellent speakers Rabbi Marvin Tokayer and Ms. Ellen 
Rodman, PhD. 
  We are currently preparing a Holiday Toy Drive as part of our Community 
Outreach program.  The toys we collect in the Clubhouse Cafe Hadassah blue bin 
will go to the boys and girls, ages five through thirteen, who participate in the Martin 
Luther King Youth Center in Bridgewater.  We will also entertain these children at a 
Chanukah Party after school on December 18.  Jill Rubin, 732-859-1329, chairs this 
activity. 
  Installation of Officers will take place at our Tuesday, December 8 meeting in the 
Clubhouse Ballroom.  We will extend our appreciation to Executive Committee and 
Board members and install a new slate.  Then, of course, we will have a fun 
Chanukah party with traditional goodies.  We start at 7:30, as usual. 
  It is getting closer to our Winter Card Party & Luncheon on Tuesday, February 9, 
2016 at 12:00 PM in the Ballroom.  The cost is $25 per person for a delicious lunch 
catered by Lox, Stock and Deli.  The event is open to all Canal Walk residents. We 



expect an afternoon with a variety of games and fun, so look for the flyers.  Any 
questions can be directed to Ellen Bailin, 732-868-0606. 
 Remember to buy ShopRite certificates available in $25, $50 and $100 
denominations.  No expiration date and available at meetings and through Evelyn 
Lasky or Janet Kliger. 
  If you are new to Canal Walk, and want to learn more about Hadassah or join our 
group, come to a meeting, or contact Bonnie Shrager or Pam Green.  We would love 
to meet you.  
      Edna Stone Communications Committee 

   

 

                                                             CW Hadassah honors 
                                                               Zorina Walitsky and Rita Fink 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SOUPS ON AT SUNDAY CINEMA   
          On October 25, movie lovers and lovers of 
good food celebrated the film, Tortilla Soup 
at Sunday Cinema.  Mary Ann Ratzman led a lively 
discussion about this foodie classic, the type of 
picture that sent Canal Walk residents hungering 
for a meal after the credits rolled.  And it did, with 
goodies and desserts brought by all attendees and 
the Mexican theme food buffet provided by Mary 
Ann.  The film centers on three grown sisters, 
Maribel (Tamara Mello), Leticia (Elizabeth Peña) 
and Carmen (Jacqueline Obradors) trying to cope and live with their father Martin 
(Hector Elizondo), a veteran chef who is slowly losing his sense of taste. This warm 
human comedy centers on the family's mandatory attendance for Sunday dinner and 
what is discussed and what isn't at this meal.  
        Canal Walk residents were doubly pleased with the newly installed TV 
surround sound system - with thanks to the Board, Tom, Cathy and Tracey for their 
support that ensures all attendees are able to clearly hear the soundtrack.  
        Sunday Cinema meets each month in the spring, fall and winter to view and 
discuss classic and independent films.  The next Sunday Cinema dates are December 
13 (Calendar Girls) and starting off 2016 on January 31, Crash.  To be part of this 



discussion, entertainment and social event, email me at myudow@gmail.com for 
email notification of film times and showings.  See you at the movies! 
                                                             Marion Yudow and Judy Gottlieb 
 

 

ACTING UP 

 On October 30, ActingUp teamed up with the Activities Committee to present: 
Cafe Murder - a “who done it" mystery (directed by Marion Yudow).  The crowd of 
over 150 all played a part in asking the cast questions and voting on who committed 
the Murderrrrrrr. The play opened with Marjorie (played by Edna Stone) having a 
Birthday Party with her siblings at the Cafe.  Marjorie, who managed to annoy 
everyone who came in contact with her, was allergic to WATER.  When everyone 
returned from a trip to the bathroom, Marjorie was missing, and all that was left on 
the floor was her wet shirt. (“Where was the black hat?” quipped the 
Waiter.) Everyone on stage had reason to kill Marjorie by spraying her with 
WATER.  A great time was had by all as the play ended with a surprise.  Even after 
the audience voted and the Waiter (played by Charlie Stone) confessed to the 
murder, Marjorie suddenly re-appears, wet and full of complaints.     
 Acting UP-- where characters are welcome.  Canal Walk residents gather the first 
Tuesday of each month AT FREEDOM CLUBHOUSE @ 7:30 PM to read short 
scripts from plays, radio/TV shows and melodramas.  We have a few laughs and 
contemplate the wonders of the amateur acting world. No previous stage experience 
is needed to join, just an open mind and a wish to have fun. In fact, most of us have 
never been on a formal performance stage before joining Acting UP, but have 
overcome great fears to entertain our Canal Walk neighbors.  Join us in the new 
FREEDOM CLUBHOUSE @ 7:30 PM.  
 For further information, contact Bruce Davidson or Marion Yudow. 
        Submitted by Bruce Davidson 

 
  

 
           

 

 
 

 
                                                      Acting Up/Café Murder Cast 

 
 

 

 
                                                                                                           Marjorie and Siblings 

 

 

 

 
                                                                Larry Rivera and Charlie Stone 



 

TRAVEL CLUB 

     Happy Holidays to one and all.  The Travel Club will celebrate with a Pot Luck 
Dinner to be held on our usual meeting night, December 15.  This is members only, 
and you will be reminded of details in an email. 
      Possible upcoming events for 2016: 
           One day trip to 9/11 Memorial and lunch - March 
           New Orleans - May 
           Chicago - to be determined 
           West Virginia (bus and rail trip)/or Washington DC - September 
           Woodloch Pines - October 
      Please let Roz know if you are interested in any of these trips, or if you have 
suggestions for any destinations that require a one day bus ride.  She can be reached 
at 732-563-0201.  We meet the third Tuesday of each month. 
        Submitted by Gloria Sipos 

 
Talk of the Walk  

 We accept short entries regarding significant/unusual accomplishments, 

milestone anniversaries and birthdays, births, deaths and acknowledgements. 

PHIL HENSON, son of SANDY and RAY HENSON of Mayflower Court, and a 
member of the U.S. National Rowing Team, won a Bronze Medal at the 2015 World 
Rowing Championships in Aiguebelette, France. His was the first U.S. boat in his 
category (Lightweight Men’s 8) to win a world medal since 2009. Go USA! 
MERRY RESNICK of Hardenbergh Street is so proud of her granddaughter, 
RANDI TEPPER.  RANDI, along with a group of three other writers, just had her 
first book published.  The book is a math text book that is now being used by 
hundreds of students throughout the United States. Congratulations to RANDI from 
all her grandmother's friends and neighbors here at Canal Walk. 
 

Cultural Arts 
• JANUARY 16- VOICES: OPERA AND BROADWAY  

 Four talented singers will perform arias from La Boheme, La Traviata, Carmen 

and other popular operas, both in solos and duets. Their program also includes 
Broadway hits and a couple of love songs from the show Mediterranean Passion, 
which the male singers have created.  The Brazilian pianist/accompanist will play a 
samba to liven up the evening.  

• JANUARY 29- THE BUDDY HOLLY STORY AT MCCARTER 

THEATER- 

 The trip is sold out but a wait list is available 

• MARCH 12- THE BLUE VIPERS OF BROOKLYN – A MARDI GRAS 

CONCERT 

 Although most of the 5 musicians now live near or in Brooklyn, some are actually 
from New Orleans, where their love of Dixieland began. This evening promises to be 
an upbeat and toe-tapping few hours.  You won't want to miss David (pronounced 
Da-veed), the washboard drummer.  He is really a well-known professional drummer 



with lots of great newspaper reviews. Get your beads at the door and settle in for a 
fun evening. 

• APRIL 10- BACKSTAGE AT THE MET 
 We have had requests to reschedule this unbelievable excursion to Lincoln Center 
which new residents missed the first time we traveled there.  The staging, sets and 
costumes are simply mind-boggling to view.  The guided tour lasts 75 minutes. We 
have ordered a large bus to accommodate 50 people for this special daytime        
trip. 

• APRIL 16 - THE SONGS OF JOHN DENVER - PERFORMED BY 

TED VIGIL AND HIS TRIO 

  The ballads and country tunes of the late, and too early departed, John 
Denver bring both tears and smiles to the faces of all listeners.  Ted actually sounds 
like John and has an uncanny resemblance to him.  Coming here from far away 
Seattle, he will involve our audience in the familiar melodies of this wonderful 
composer. It is hard to rid the mind of the haunting strains of his tuneful stories in 
song. 

• JUNE 11 - ANDY COONEY AND HIS BAND  
 It would seem proper to ask Andy to come back here in March when St. Patrick's 
Day occurs.  Well, we did, but he will be in Carnegie Hall that night! So, lucky for 
us, he sings not only Irish songs but pop and country music as well.  Andy is a 
charming, handsome performer whose  previous visit here 2 years ago resulted in 
our getting calls to have him back. "Your wish is-----." 
     If these activities aren't enough, we are planning to invite a lecturer back to teach 
us further on the life and work of an opera composer or a particular opera.  It's going 
to be a stellar year for culture here in Canal Walk. 
     All of our concert evenings end with the beautiful dessert receptions that our 
Committee and creative volunteers prepare.  We invite you to join us; you are most 
welcome. 
        Lucille Taub 

 

Women's Club 
…from the Presidents 
 As we prepare for the conclusion of the Tenth Anniversary of The Canal Walk 
Women’s Club, we take pride in knowing that the Women’s Club will continue the 
tradition of excellence.  The success of the past ten years would not have been 
possible without the help of many dedicated people who willingly shared their time 
and talents.  We would especially like to express our gratitude to all of the 
volunteers, especially all our enthusiastic committee chairs, who worked so hard for 
so many years.   Without their help these events could not have taken place. 
 A special thank you to Marie Lyttle, Block Ad Chairperson, and all her Block AD 
Captains for their ongoing yearly leadership.  Marie has been overseeing this effort 
for several years, working with the Block Captains who are all doing an outstanding 
job overseeing, proofreading and collecting the Block Ads for the Canal Walk 
Women’s Club Fundraiser. These funds have greatly increased our fundraising 
contributions. 



 Additionally, we would like to personally thank all our generous guests for 
joining us each year.  Your contribution and ongoing support for a worthy cause is 
directly benefitting our Community and the community at large.   
 This year our Fundraiser supported Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital, 
Somerset Cardiac Unit.  We were honored to have as our guest speaker Dr. Edward 
Rachofsky, MD, F.A.C.C., a member of the staff at Robert Wood Johnson University 
Hospital, Somerset, New Brunswick and Morristown Medical Center.  He was an 
engaging speaker who gave us a wealth of knowledge.  We were honored to present 
him with a check in the amount of $20,000.  In addition, Allessandra Ruggiero, 
granddaughter of Fran and Sal, contributed an additional $275 from the sale of a 
family cookbook she wrote with her grandfather.   
 As our year draws to a close, we look forward to hosting our Christmas/Hanukkah 
celebration which is the perfect way to celebrate and conclude our tenth year.  We 
thank and appreciate all our current and past members, as well as all our residents, 
and our Canal Walk Office Managers, Tom, Cathy and Tracy for all their time and 
assistance.  We also want to thank our Board of Directors, Jim, Bob, Nick and Bernie 
for all their time and efforts in leading Canal Walk.  We are grateful to all who have 
helped and contributed in any way to help the Canal Walk Women’s Club 
throughout the years.   
 Please join us as we gather together in celebration on Saturday, December 5, in 
the Ballroom of our Canal Walk Clubhouse, for the prayers and lighting of the 
Menorah, and the lighting of the Advent Wreath and Christmas Tree. 
 We thank you on behalf of The Canal Walk Women’s Club. 
  Mary Jo Gaughan, Fran Ruggiero, Ronnie Bayer and Mary Ann Renzulli 

 
…News 

 Our Club held their 10th Annual Gala Luncheon and Fundraiser on Saturday, 
October 24, and it was a big success!  The ladies who attended enjoyed the delicious 
food catered by J. Gregory Classic Caterers.  They also received a gift bag which 
contained a pretty necklace.  Lovely door prizes were given out, and many prizes 
were won, including gift certificates, various gift baskets and other prizes.  This year, 
a check for $20,000 was given to the RWJ University Hospital Somerset’s Cardiac 
Care Unit.  The Women’s Club thanks everyone who donated, participated and 
helped with the fundraiser to make it a success.  I personally want to thank all the 
Block Ad Street Captains for all their help raising money for this fundraiser.  We 
could not have accomplished our goal without you.  The Women’s Club and I 
appreciate all your efforts. 
 Please mark your calendars for December 5 when our community lights up our 
Clubhouse for the upcoming holiday season.  The Women’s Club invites all to 
celebrate the lighting of the Christmas Tree and the Menorah and to hear our 
wonderful Chorus perform a variety of songs.  This event will begin at 6:30 p.m.  
The Women’s Club sponsors this event each year and it is their way of thanking 
everyone for their support all year.  Thanks to everyone who helped decorate the two 
Clubhouses for the holiday. Flyers are in the Lobby of the Clubhouse. 
 The Women’s Club is sponsoring “Lunch with Santa” December 19 starting at 
noon at the Clubhouse.  Price is $7 per person for both adults and children.  We are 



asking each child who attends to donate a gift to the Children with Cancer at Procure 
Therapy Center located in Somerset which provides radiation treatment to children 
of all ages (0-18).  Flyers are in the Lobby of the Clubhouse. 
 The Women’s Club, along with the Italian/American Club, will sponsor “Adopt-
A- Family” for the holidays.  A flyer for a special donation will be in the Lobby of 
the Clubhouse.   
 Betty Whalen will give a presentation on “English Quilling” at our January 20, 
2016 meeting.  She will talk about English Quilling and then everybody will quill a 
picture. 
 Our annual Souper Bowls will be on Wednesdays.  Please mark your calendars.  
The dates are: 
    February 3, 2016 
            February 24, 2016 
         March 9, 2016 
         March 23, 2016 
 
 The Women’s Club wishes everyone Happy Holidays and a Happy Healthy New 
Year! 
 
Meetings and Events 
Saturday, December 5- Christmas Tree and Menorah Lighting 
Saturday, December 19-Lunch with Santa 
Wednesday, January 20-Quilling (Betty Whalen) 
There will be NO Monthly Meeting in December 
 
2016 DUES ARE $10 FOR THE YEAR AND ARE DUE IN JANUARY.  CHECKS 
SHOULD BE MADE OUT TO CWHOAAF (EARMARKED WC DUES).  THEY 
CAN BE PAID AT ANY MEETING OR DROPPED OFF IN THE 
MANAGEMENT OFFICE.  NEW MEMBERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME!  
                        Marie Lyttle 

 

…THE SPOTLIGHT IS ON ANNETTE MARTINO  
      If you ever doubted there is a Santa Claus, I am here to tell you "she" is alive and 
well in Canal Walk.  For the past eight years Annette, along with her elves, husband 
Sal and Marion Zotti, have secured the identities for needy families from Social 
Services (no names are ever given, only ages, sizes, sex of the children and other 
family members).  Annette and her team then shop for each family member, paying 
close attention to any particular wishes, wrap and deliver the gifts.   
      Please support the Women's Club and Italian/American Club by contributing to 
the Adopt-A-Family program so that we can brighten the lives of some less fortunate 
than us. And thanks to Annette, Sal and Marion as they continue to deliver 
happiness.  Canal Walk is blessed to have you. 
                                                                                                         Gloria Sipos 

 

Veterans’ Club 
 Once again, with great sadness, we gathered at the flag pole to lower the flag to 



half-staff in honor of another fallen brother. Louis (Rocco) DeCosola was a long 
time, honored, member of our Band of Brothers and will be missed by all. We were 
able to salute him at a Ceremony on Monday, November 2, and the funeral was on 
Tuesday--farewell brother! 
 Finishing touches have been made for our Veterans Day event and, due to the 
timing of this Newsletter, I will have to wait to see how it turned out. I hope all went 
well. 
 The holiday lunch is set for Pheasants Landing and promises to be a grand affair. 
It is for paid members only, so I hope you saw Tony Anderson before now to pay 
your dues. 
         Linn H. Smith, Commander 

            Members of the CW Veterans Club 
                  visiting Fort Wadsworth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                                                   Fort Wadsworth on Staten Island 
                                                                                                                     W/c is one of several fortifications 
                                                                                                                     built to protect East Coast cities during 
                                                                                                 the War of 1812 and the Civil War. 

Operation Shoebox N.J. 
 On Saturday Nov. 7th a crew of 15 Veterans worked diligently for our troops 
deployed around the world. We once again manned the main entrance to the 
Elizabeth Ave. ShopRite, passed out shopping lists, and collected snacks and 
personal products. We worked in 2 hour shifts and in the end collected 22 large 
plastic bags with a wide assortment of items for both our men and women in 
uniform. No one else has ever collected this much for OpShoebox. Oh yes, I almost 
forgot, we also collected $1160 in cash, almost as much as we collected in 2011, our 
last time out.  I was most touched by the woman who came up to me as she was 
leaving and said, "I can't do much, this is all I have left" and dropped a hand-full of 
change into the collection container. 
 My thanks to the men who worked with me throughout the day and I hope to see 
most of them at the Holiday packing on Saturday November 14th in Manville VFW. 
     Linn H. Smith for Operation Shoebox 

 

Men’s Club      
FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK:   

 I personally want to extend warm wishes to our Men's Club members and their 
families for a Happy Holidays and New Year. Hopefully it will be a healthy and safe 
year ahead for all.  As our community continues to grow we must remember to 
listen, be respectful and tolerant of differences as we strive to make Canal Walk a 
wonderful place to live and play. 
         Bruce Davidson 



 

MEN’S CLUB CALENDAR 

December 4:   
 RSVP deadline for the Holiday Party.  Please respond to the evite in a timely 
manner so you can be fed. 
December 12:   
 The December Food Drive is scheduled for this Saturday morning.  Sponsored by 
the Canal Walk Men’s Club, this drive benefits those families that depend on the 
Franklin Township Food Bank and especially so during the holiday season.  
NOTE: last year we collected over 4,902 lbs. of food and over $1,959 in cash 
donations.  We are behind this year to-date with 1,008 lbs. of food and $1,068 in 
cash to-date.  The funds are used to purchase food at wholesale prices from local 
merchants.  Checks can be made out to the Franklin Township Food Bank and 
brought to Tracey Allen in the Office by this date. The ShopRite bags will be 
distributed by the Men’s Club volunteers prior to Dec. 12th.  On collection day, the 
filled bags should be placed by your mailbox for a 9:00 AM pickup.  Pasta, cereals, 
canned goods of any kind, vegetables and meats are needed.  Baby food and formula 
are also in demand.  Please do not donate expired items or anything in glass 
containers. Let’s help make this season a little easier for families and individuals 
who depend on the Food Bank for support.  Every dollar and pound of food goes a 
long way. 

 December 14:  It is Election Night during the monthly meeting followed by the 
 Annual Holiday Party.  Elections will be conducted for the incoming 2016 Men’s 
 Club Officers.  Come to the meeting and vote your candidate into office.  Respond to 
 your evite for the Holiday Party ASAP so you will be counted. 
 January 11:  2016’s first meeting will be at 7:00 PM, followed by a presentation by 
 Thomas Zilinek, the Franklin Township Engineer/Director of Public Works.  He will 
 discuss topics that should be of great interest to all Somerset residents. 

MEMBERSHIP & DUES 

 You can pay your annual dues in this month’s meeting.  Make the check out to 
CWHOAAF for $25 and be done with it.  Your timely disbursement keeps us going 
and active for another year. 
 If you’re not yet a member, join the club.  Enrollment is open all year round for 
new members.  Call Charlie Okun at 732-377-3401 for more information.  Come join 
us at our next meeting and see what we’re all about.  You can also find out more 
about us by going to our website at http://canalwalkhoa.com/. 
ONGOING COMMUNITY PROJECTS 

The Good and Welfare Committee sends get well cards to members.  Please let Gil 
Selvin (732-356-3269) or Sal Saladini (732-271-5110) know about members who are 
ill, hospitalized or recuperating. 
GO GREEN 
 The next hazardous waste day will be in the spring of 2016. 
Operation Secure Shred will also be around the spring of next year.   
Electronics recycling is accepted at Newtech Recycling located at 600A Apgar Drive 
in Somerset. They’re open Monday through Friday from 7:00 AM to 5:00 PM and on 



the first Saturdays of the month from 8:00 AM to 2:00 PM.  Call 732-564-3110 for 
more information. 
Plus:  Additionally, electronics waste recycling in Somerset County is as follows: 
 The last Saturday drop-off will be on Dec. 5 from 8 AM to 2 PM at the South 
County Public Works Garage, 410 Roycefield Road, Hillsborough, NJ 08844. 
  They will accept:  computers (desktops and laptops), monitors (cathode-ray tube 
and flat panel), televisions (cathode-ray tube and flat panel), copiers, digital cameras, 
DVD players, e-book readers, fax machines, MP3 players, personal digital assistants 
(PDAs), printers, stereos, radio equipment, VCRs, audio visual equipment, 
typewriters, camcorders, telephones, cellular phones, circuit boards, modems, 
telephone mainframes, keyboards, mice, scanners, cables, wiring, power supplies, 
mainframe equipment and controllers. 
 No batteries will be accepted. 
Proper Disposal of Medicine:  Safely dispose your unwanted, expired or unused 
medicines including prescriptions, over-the-counter and pet medicines (excluding 
syringes).  We can help prevent crime, help keep our drinking water supply safe and 
help prevent harming wild life and the environment. 
 Individuals are asked to keep medicines in their original container, use a marker 
to cross out their name and place the medicine in a clear plastic bag.  Medicines that 
are no longer in their original container should be placed in a plastic bag with the 
name of the medicine written on the bag. 
 Medicines can now be dropped off at two locations: 
the drop box at the lower level of the Somerset Administration Building located at 20 
Grove St., Somerville, NJ 08876, near the entrance to the Sheriff’s Office and,  
the drop-off box in the lobby of the Public Safety Building at 495 DeMott Lane, 
Somerset, NJ 08873 (Franklin Township Municipal Complex) 
 Year-round, the Men’s Club collects used compact fluorescent light bulbs and 
brings them to Home Depot for recycling.  Please place them in the box in the 
Clubhouse Arts & Crafts Room and help preserve the environment. 
       Jay del Prado 

      

 

 

Italian American Club 
 On Thursday, October 15, we had our famous Night at the Races, and all who 
attended had a great time. Several of my picks are still at the starting gate. The 
attached picture shows the starting gate at one of our races. 
 Monday, November 2, was our famous Pasta Night, and Marian Zotti and the 
wonderful ladies of the Club did a fantastic job of cooking and preparing the meal. 
Our men also helped to set up the Ballroom and encourage the wives to do so well! 
We had over 150 people attend and no one left the Ballroom hungry. The picture 
shows the cooks who prepared the excellent meal. 
 On Monday, December 7, we will have our monthly business meeting and on 
Saturday, December 12, will be our Christmas Party. This year we have an excellent 
caterer and a terrific DJ, Gary Morton. We always have a great time and this year 
should be as good as ever! 



 I am always looking for suggestions for future jitney trips, so either drop a note in 
the Clubhouse or call me. On January 16, we are going to the Mayo Performing Arts 
Center in Morristown to see a Frank Sinatra Centennial Celebration staring Steve 
Lippia. 
 This year for Christmas, we are collecting monetary donations for a family at a 
battered woman’s shelter in our area. We are joining with the CW Woman’s Club in 
order to give a larger family a Christmas to remember. The IACC has been 
extremely generous in the past years, and I expect that this year will be even better. 
THANK YOU for being the GREATEST. You can bring your donation checks to 
any of our meetings, events or drop it in the IACC mailbox in the Clubhouse. 
 We are planning exciting events and wonderful times so don’t be left out. Support 
our activities that provide college scholarships to local high school students. We are 
hoping to possibly increase the amount or number of scholarships we present. 
 We are starting to collect dues for 2016, so please pay by check and place it in the 
IACC box in the Clubhouse. Please be sure to include your phone number and email 
address. Many times we have events coming up, and email is the only method of 
reaching our members. 
 The members of IACC Board want to wish all our members a Merry Christmas 
(Buon Natale) and a healthy and prosperous New Year (Buon Capabanno).  
        Ciao, Mike Palmieri  

 
 

  
 
                                                                         The ladies who made Pasta Night 
                                                                                                         possible and delightful 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
     Fillies at the starting gate during 
               Night at the Races 

 

 

Singles Club 
 “I scream. You scream. We all scream for ice cream!”  The Singles Club Ice 
Cream Social was a big success.  Catered by Gabriel’s Fountain in Martinsville, 
members were treated to delicious homemade ice cream with rich and wonderful 
toppings.  A fast fun game followed.  All in all a full, fun night.  
 Note:  There will be no scheduled Singles Club meeting in January.  If this 
changes, flyers will be available at the Clubhouse and a robocall will notify 
members. 



 Reminder: There is a special Singles Box in the Clubhouse Office (on your left as 
you walk in the door). When dropping off reservations and check payments, please, 
no cash, to ensure the validity of our records.    Singles Club annual dues are $20.  
For new members (only new members) who join after June 30, membership dues for 
2015 will be $10.   All checks for our Club events (trips, dinners, etc.) should be 
made out to CWHOAAF. Please write the event you are paying for on the check. 
Coming Events:  
 For reservations or questions regarding any event, please contact Susan 
Kropiewnicki at 732-560-1596 or Phyllis Chiavetta at 732-412-7679.  For 
information about the Singles Club, please contact Susan Kropiewnicki at 732-560-
1596. And look for flyers at our meetings or in the Clubhouse. Meetings are always 
the 2nd Wednesday of the month at 7 PM in the Ballroom. Dinner events begin 
earlier at 6:30 PM. 
 December 6, 2015 (Sunday) – Holiday Brunch 
(Paid members only)  The Singles Club Holiday Brunch will be a lavish “Best of the 
Best Award Winning Brunch” at the Stoney Brook Grille in Branchburg.  The 
brunch will include both breakfast and lunch items as well as house made desserts 
and beverages, and this year we will have our own private room for a fun holiday 
event. The cost of the brunch is $25.  Check for flyers at the Clubhouse for details 
and reservation information. For reservations and information regarding this event, 
please contact Phyllis Chiavetta at 732-412-7679. 
 Be sure to check future Newsletters and flyers in the Clubhouse for information 
on Club activities. 
                                                                                                           Phyllis Chiavetta 

 
 
                                                                        
  NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE 
 The Canal Walk Newsletter is published monthly to keep the residents informed 

about events at Canal Walk. 

 We accept articles submitted by Canal Walk Residents subject to the following 

guidelines: 

 We do not accept any articles expressing political or religious opinions. 

  We do not accept any articles that resemble an editorial. 

 We do not accept any articles that advertise for profit. 

 Paid advertising is available through our Publisher, About Our Town. 

 The deadline for all material is the 8th of the previous month.  Please submit your 
articles on time.  All submissions must be emailed with the author clearly stated. The 
deadline for the January Newsletter will be December 7th. LATE ARTICLES 

WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. 
 Please send us articles about past events as well as future plans for your group or 
club.  In addition, send photos to go with your articles. 
 
Items for Talk of the Walk, theatrical reviews, restaurant reviews should be sent to 
Ellen Catalina at ecatalina2@verizon.net. 
 



 Recipes and What's Happening sent to Ronnie Bayer at ocrbayer@aol.com. 
 
 Home Hints sent to Jeff Shpiner at opticsjs@verizon.net 

 
Club Activities and Announcements and Poetry sent to Susan Smith at 
lhssps@comcast.net.  
 
Articles about pets and questions for Design Solution to Judy Gottlieb at 
bagelsandhoney@comcast.net. 
 
Staying Healthy sent to Nina Pesce at pesnia2@yahoo.com,  

 

Meet Your Resident Artist sent to Frank Catalina at fecatalina@gmail.com 

 

Photos sent to Jay del Prado at jaydimm@comcast.net.  

 
 All articles received by any member of the committee are acknowledged either by 
email or phone.   
 Please note: If you didn't get a confirmation, it means that we didn't get it. Carry-
overs may not be included. You should submit a new article each month. 
 We reserve the right to edit, condense, or reject submitted material. 
 Do NOT submit serious looking material from the Internet unless it has first been 
checked as authentic with Snopes.com or a similar web-checking site.  
    Ronnie, Susan, Ellen, Judy, Nina, Frank, Jay, Jeff  

Computer Views  
 Just got a call from a resident who said his computer froze up with a warning on 
the screen about an impending virus. The warning included a phone number to 
call…. 
Yep, you guessed it. He called. The person at the other end volunteered to fix the 
problem, and downloaded an interactive program, and then started to work on the 
residents’ computer remotely. After a while of doing some “things,” he said, “I can’t 
fix it but here’s a number of someone who can.” The resident called the second 
number and they told him they could fix it for $400. He hung up. Then he called me.  
 It’s a scam. I’m not sure what they were doing on his computer, but I am sure that 
whatever it was, it wasn’t good. My guess is that they went looking for banking ID’s, 
passwords, credit card numbers, and any other financial information stored on the 
computer. They may have implanted a program that can recognize that kind of 
information and store it and transmit it at some future time when the computer is 
connected to the internet.  
     I told the resident to contact any banks and credit card companies that he used 
through the internet and change all his numbers. Hopefully, that will suffice. As for 
the computer, I cleaned out anything that was downloaded on the intrusion day and 
then ran a full system virus scan. Is that enough? I don’t know. We’ll see. 
 Moral….. Don’t call the number on the screen. Call me, Art Hoffman, Bob Fisher 
or Dave Reissman. We can save you a lot of grief. 
        Howard Kliger 



 
 

Staying Healthy 
Coping 
 “Loneliness is one of the most common stressors when it comes to depression at 
any time of year, but that is particularly true around the holidays,” says David 
Cordon, MD, Medical Director of Princeton House Behavioral Health’s Outpatient 
Services.  “Part of the problem is that we are constantly exposed to media images of 
families and friends happily celebrating together, seemingly without a care in the 
world.  We start comparing our real lives to these fabricated ones, and it can 
intensify the loneliness.” 
 Dr. Cordon adds, “You can’t force yourself to be happy, but you can take steps to 
overcome those feelings rather than focus on them.  Reach out to family and friends 
if they are available, or seek out community, religious or other events where you are 
around other people.” 
 Volunteering your time and energy is a perfect way to give back, and in doing so, 
you will feel good about yourself.  Helping out at a soup kitchen or shelter, for 
example allows you to help others who are in worse situations than yourself, and will 
give you a feeling of self-worth.  Volunteering gives you a sense of purpose, allows 
you to meet others with similar interests and helps schedule your day.   Go to AARP 
Volunteer Match.com for more ideas to allow you to use the skills and talents you’ve 
spent so much time cultivating.  Focus on random acts of kindness.  Invite someone 
who lives alone to dinner or cook one for a shut in.  Babysit for an over-stressed 
young mother so she can shop for her toddlers or write a letter to someone in the 
armed forces who is away from home for the holidays. 
 Don’t fall into the perfection trap, feeling you need to meet every obligation and 
create a perfect holiday celebration.   Condon also emphasizes, “Striving for 
perfection when it comes to the holidays is a recipe for disaster, and will only add to 
your stress and depression.”  Every year at Christmas, my wonderful sister-in-law 
would make her traditional stuffed mushrooms, full of Brazil nuts and bacon, but one 
year, she just didn’t have the time.  She thought she would let us all down and was 
feeling badly, but instead, we assured her that with or without her delicacy, it was 
her company that meant the most to us all. 
 During these stressful days ahead, take time to sit quietly and relax, maintain a 
healthy diet, get regular sleep and exercise, avoid alcohol and don’t go it alone.  
Make a phone call to an old friend, write a letter in a greeting card or attend a play or 
concert to cheer you.  Put joy and gratitude into your heart, and know that your life 
matters. 
        Submitted by Nina Pesce 
 

 

 

 

 

The Animal Corner        



  IT’S A BEAUTIFUL TIME OF THE YEAR.  The holidays and New Year 2016 
are fast approaching and what better time to take a picture of Fido and Fluffy to 
share with family and friends.  Here are some tips for great shots.  Play beforehand 
so your pet will be relaxed (remember, when Fido pants, it looks like a smile).  Shoot 
in the daytime in natural light as camera flashes may spook your pet. Use lots of 
praise that your pet will associate picture taking with a good time – always have a 
treat handy as a reward.  Make funny noises to get your pets attention.  Shake a toy 
directly behind the camera to focus attention and snap as many pictures as fast as you 
can. Crouch down to your pet’s eye level and avoid shooting from above.  Compiled 

from www.webmd.com.   

 WINTER BLUES. If Fido and Fluffy are less peppy, seasonal affective disorder 
could be to blame.  Many pet parents notice a downturn in their furry family 
member’s mood during the colder months.  Since the lack of sunlight plays into 
seasonal depression, it’s important to boost light exposure.  Place the pet’s bed near 
windows and be sure leave the blinds open.  Keep Fido and Fluffy mentally engaged 
and alert by teaching new tricks.  Use handheld penlights and wand toys to get Fluffy 
racing around the house and indoor toys for playtime with Fido.  Depending on age 
and breed, canine companions should be active 30 to 120 minutes a day and cats for 
10 to 15 minutes. Compiled from The Family Circle. 

 DID YOU KNOW? With the colder weather, indoor air can harbor germs that 
result in colds - not just for us pet parents but for Fido and Fluffy also.  They can 
catch colds with the same miserable symptoms (sneezing, coughing, watery eyes) but 
they don’t catch them from us.  Most viruses are unique to a species (ours is 
primarily the rhinovirus while most dog colds from canine flu viruses or Bordetella 
bacteria, and most cat colds are due to felines herpes, caliciviruses and also 
Bordetella bacteria).  But researchers have expressed concern about ‘reverse 
zoonosis,’ in which humans pass disease to animals through mutations and new viral 
forms.  So if you’re under the weather, rather than snuggling up with Fluffy, keep 
your distance – for her safety.  Compiled from the Star Ledger/Parade Magazine. 

 WHAT’S HOT IN PET RELATED GIFTS?  Your grandchild will love this never 
before seen picture book from Dr. Seuss called What Pet Should I Get?  And little 
tykes will love Alphaprints books that teach fundamental ABCs, colors and 123s 
using pet pictures (available from Costco and other vendors for $10 and up).  Don’t 
forget a special gift for Fido and Fluffy with: the Majestic Pet Cat Scratcher for 
Fluffy ($10 at Marshalls), a durable puzzle toy that hides treats until Fido tips the 
base and nuzzles them free (Toppl for $15 at www.westpawdesign.com), KONG 
Cozy Marvin the Moose or Loofa Dog Plush Toy ($3 to 5 from www.amazon.com), 
and 1X Cat Toy Rotating Spinning Mouse With Scratch Pad for Fluffy ($10 at 
www.amazon.com).   
 A GOOD NIGHT’S SLEEP (and a great gift too). Don’t want Fido sleeping in 
your bed?  For a sound night’s sleep – for both of you – it’s best if dogs have their 
own bed. Consider Fido’s needs and habits.  The variety of bed styles is endless with 
common mattress fillers such as gel (cool comfort), memory foam (added comfort 
for older dogs), cedar/wood chips (fresh scent but can cause allergies), orthopedic 
foam (more airy with even padding) and recycled fiberfill (softer padding) available. 
Think about health issues, floor or elevated, right sizing, clean ability, mobility and 



multiple beds for different rooms. Puppies have an additional issue such as chewing, 
as swallowed bedding is a hazard by blocking a puppy’s digestive track. Compiled 

from The Costco Connection.  
 DON’T WE LOVE FREE? Why not take Fido to the FREE Rabies Clinic on 
December 12th from 8 to 10 AM at the FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP ANIMAL 
SHELTER, located at the Municipal Complex on DeMott Lane, (732-873-2500, ext. 
6500). If you can’t make that date, there will be another Rabies Clinic on January 9, 
2016 – same hours.  Even more good news! SANTA PAWS will be taking pictures 
with your Fido and Fluffy on December 5th from 10:30 to 3 PM.  Santa will return on 
December 12th (right after the Rabies Clinic at 10:30) for more pix with Fido and 
Fluffy. You can visit the Shelter anytime: Tuesday – Friday, noon to 3 PM and 
Saturday noon - 6 PM for information, adoptions and your generous donations of dry 
dog/puppy/cat/kitten food, toys, clean/worn towels/blankets/sheets, paper 
towels/sponges, flea medications, Q-Tips, catnip and bleach and of course, monetary 
contributions are most welcome.  If you cannot get to the shelter, please contact me 
for help in getting your donated items to the Shelter at (732) 356-0023 or at 
bagelsandhoney@comcast.net.  Please add your name and address to the package for 
a tax contribution response letter. The Shelter thanks Canal Walk residents for their 
generous giving in 2015.  Thank you for caring and sharing.  
        Judy Gottlieb 

         

Portrait of a Resident Artist 
 This issue's resident artist is Sue Watt. Sue and her husband Don have resided at 
Canal Walk for almost five years, having moved here from Basking Ridge, New 
Jersey. Sue, herself, is originally from the charming and historical town of 
Lexington, Massachusetts, and she delighted in describing to me the somewhat 
rowdy reenactment of the Ride of Paul Revere which occurs there every year. Those 
New England Yankees certainly know how to celebrate, a tradition that perhaps 
began with the Boston Tea Party.  
 Sue has two media that she works in, needlepoint and quilt making. She showed 
me numerous examples of her works, some of which are displayed with this article. 
They are colorful, creative, and clever as well as aesthetically pleasing. The striking 
skill with which they are fashioned is obvious upon seeing them. 
 Sue relates that she has been working with needlepoint for over thirty years and 
taught herself this skill by reading a book about the craft. But even from her early 
childhood, she recalls that she was involved in sewing and making clothes. 
 Perhaps her artistic inclination is partly genetic and partly as a result of her 
education. Her mother painted and made quilts. Sue showed me a strikingly good 
painting of a seascape that her mother did, which she proudly hangs in her home. Sue 
attended and graduated from the University of New Hampshire where she obtained a 
degree in art education. 
 She then went on to teach art in Connecticut, New Hampshire, and, eventually, 
New Jersey. Later she taught reading in New Jersey to children with reading 
difficulties. 



 After coming to Canal Walk, she became involved with Itchin' to Stitch, a Canal 
Walk Club activity that meets every Thursday in the Arts and Crafts Room in the 
Clubhouse and does needlepoint. 
       As for quilting, she learned that by helping her mother, who was also a quilter. 
After coming here she started her own quilting club which now meets in the 
Freedom Clubhouse two Mondays each month. 
 Sue has entered several of her works in shows and competitions for which she has 
won awards. For example, the Garden State Quilters Guild conducts shows every 
two years in the Mennen Arena in Morris County. She has entered quilts in these 
shows and has won awards.  One of her prize winning quilts is displayed with this 
article. 
 From the works illustrated here one can appreciate her talent for color, design and 
artistic instinct. 
       By: Frank Catalina 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Design Solution 
 This month, there’s a reason why the London model home of MaryAnn and Vince 
Renzulli is being showcased and celebrated at this holiday time of the year.  This is a 
place filled with an abundance of joy, friendship and family - besides being a well 

decorated home. 
 You enter into the large foyer and immediately notice 
the low table with framed pictures of the Renzulli’s five 
children and ten grandchildren.  The wall above is a 
collage of framed family pictures with the Renzulli’s 
name in hieroglyphics on an Egyptian scroll as part of 
the grouping.  MaryAnn and Vince have traveled 
extensively to Sweden, Norway, South Africa, Jordan 
and even flying over the Egypt’s Aswan Dam in a 
balloon. 
 The builder’s definition of the living room has been turned into a more useful 
office for the Renzulli’s.  One wall is lined floor to ceiling with wood bookcases 
filled with a Turkish genie lamp, a grandson’s gift of a glass fish, a daughter’s 
designed dish and intricate wood puzzles from Vince’s woodworking shop in the 
garage.  Vince is a master wood craftsman designing and creating fine toys, 
furniture, cabinets and more.  The desk and bookcase furnishings are in the same 
wood tone as the bookcases and a simple block geometric design rug grounds the 
look.  Smart decorating when accessories take the stage to accompany them with 
simple lines. An old fashioned looking Victrola record/radio unit plays opera, jazz, 



country, Dixie and popular music when the Renzulli’s are in the room.  A Sorrow 
painting of Jackson Square, New Orleans, hangs above the player. As a well-used 
room, doors have been installed to close it off when required. 
 The dining room holds the vintage Thomasville 
double pedestal table, breakfront and console the 
Renzulli’s brought from their previous home.  The 
delicate wrought iron scrollwork on the chairs is echoed 
in the door panels of the breakfront that holds the crystal 
stemware and art objects beautifully displayed.  The 
table can expand into the adjacent foyer for the many 
family gatherings during the year.  The family room is a 
comfortable and well lived in space with a wall hung TV, marble faced fireplace and 
table set up with puzzle pieces in the ready for quiet evenings.  The fireplace mantle 
and wood console hold part of Vince’s collection of Fiddler on the Roof figurines 
that are also housed in a vintage console table in the foyer. The kitchen, with granite 
countertops and a stainless steel French four door refrigerator, have a bit more 
sparkle with the multi-color glass backsplash tile that picks up the warmth and 
simplicity of the Shaker-style cabinet wood and cooled with the white countertop 
stools – good choice! The American Country style wood kitchen table and chairs are 
the perfect spot to sip coffee and look out at the garden.   
 The guest/visiting family bedroom was collaboration with the youngest Renzulli 
child, Linda, who chose a cream coverlet with delicate flowers against a cranberry 
fabric padded headboard as a nice contrast to the cream painted walls.  The adjacent 
bath has a cranberry rug and three Vince created wood plaques that echo the design 
on the shower curtain.  Smart design to duplicate shape or color within a room for a 
coordinated look.  Leftover kitchen backsplash tiles were used on the mirror above 
the sink – good design ‘out of the box’ to incorporate extra materials in other ways.  
And MaryAnn’s ingenuity continues in the laundry room with her early in the 
marriage scrub board now a decorating feature over the door – what a nice way to 
bring in memories and smiles. The service sink and cabinets 
are Vince designed and created. The master bedroom is a quiet 
retreat in blue, cream and mocha with stunning curved drawer 
dressers in a Stickley style. A contemporary bird on a branch 
print sits above the wood and wrought iron headboard.  The 
coordinated bath has the same bedroom fabric curtains that 
were size customized by MaryAnn – very clever.  In the 
charming visiting grandchildren’s’ bedroom upstairs, MaryAnn 
let her granddaughter help decorate the adjacent bath.  It 
incorporates an owl shower curtain with owl shower hooks and 
a cute owl print on the wall – what fun!  The bedroom has twin 
beds decorated in boy/girls motifs.  Vince designed and created 
the wood bookcase to hold the children’s’ toys.  The loft holds a trundle daybed with 
a vintage Castro coffee table that can open to be used as a dining table.  Smart design 
to buy quality furniture that doubles with many uses.  A pyramid style lamp in the 
same wood tones complements this area.  MaryAnn uses the sizable loft for her 
sewing/embroidery table and supplies.   



 What a fun and warm visit to a home that has been shaped to useful purposes, 
functions to satisfy the needs of daily life, as well as decorated to please the senses – 
a warm and very welcoming place.  MaryAnn and Vince – congratulations on your 
creativity and talents!  
 2015 WAS A BEAUTIFUL YEAR: Many thanks to the talented and creative 
Canal Walk residents (Ted Levine, Ellen Miller and Gary Kraidman, Terry Delle 
Donne, Renee and Michael Cohan, Rita Bardy, Pat and Sam Gordon, Rosemarie & 
Richard Gazaleh and Lourdes, Honey and Jeff Ullman, Florence Kleinberg, Nina and 
Sam Pesce, and MaryAnn and Vince Renzulli) who were so gracious and welcoming 
for opening up and sharing their beautiful homes with the rest of the community.  
Their wonderful design esthetics are an inspiration to all of us.   
 This column is for your home decorating questions and to celebrate your own 
design solution.  Each month, Canal Walk residents may submit a decorating 
question and get a Design Solution in the Canal Walk Newsletter.  You can even be 
featured with a decorating solution that you’ve already accomplished.  Email me at 
bagelsandhoney@comcast.net or call me at (732 356-0023) for your Design 

Solution. Check out past issues of Design Solution at the Canal Walk 
Website/Newsletters (www.canalwalkhoa.com) for decorating tips and showcased 
homes.  
                                                                                         Judy Gottlieb 

 

 

 

       Home Hints - Let's talk about furnace filters. 
  The furnaces in our homes are gas fired hot air with a filter in the return air 
system. This filter catches dust and other particulates so that they are not recirculated 
thru the house. How often you should change the filter and what kind of filter you 
need are what I'm writing about today. 
  There are reusable filters that can be used for whatever length of time you wish 
and then must be rinsed, cleaned and reinstalled. In my experience they are not as 
effective as the disposable ones and you need a place to rinse them. 
  Disposable filters are available in all price ranges, but the better quality filters 
range from about $10 to $25 each, and there are about ten different types available 
depending on your household needs. The less expensive filter is best for a home 
where there are no pets, no one with allergies, and this filter should be changed about 
every sixty days. If you have pets or smokers or people with allergies in the home, 
you need to check the different types of filters available and decide which is best for 
you, and how often you want to change it. 
 For our neighbors moving into newly built homes, it's recommended that you 
change the filters often to catch the dirt and dust left during construction. 
  The filters are located in the air return that leads back to the furnace and they 
either lift or slide out to be replaced. Be sure to get the same size filter no matter 
which brand or type you get. The size is written on the edge of the filter along with 
an arrow to indicate in which direction the filter is installed. Remember that the air-
flow arrow is always directed toward the furnace. 



  The website for 3M Filtrete Filters has lots of information about which type is 
best for your home, and you can buy filters on-line or at Loews or Home Depot. 
  If you have any house topics you would like me to research and report on, call or 
e-mail me. (973-584-1688 or opticsjs@verizon.net. 
         Jeff Shpiner   

 

 

Potpourri – Jokes, Puzzles, etc. 

 
Do Las Vegas churches accept gambling chips? 
 This may come as a surprise to those of you of living in Las Vegas, but there are 
more Catholic churches than casinos. 
 Not surprisingly, some worshipers at Sunday services will give casino chips, 
rather than cash when the basket is passed. Since they get chips from many different 
casinos, the churches have devised a method to collect the offerings. The churches 
send all their collected chips to a nearby Franciscan Monastery for sorting and then 
the chips are taken to the casinos of origin and cashed in. 
 This is all done by the Chip Monks. 
……….You didn't even see it coming, did you? 
       Submitted by: Betty Whalen 

 
  

 

 

Facebook 

     This is an idea for you older folks who really do not understand the Facebook 
craze ... and may not have a computer:  
      Presently, I am trying to make friends without using Facebook, while applying 
Facebook principles. Each day I walk down the street and tell passers-by what I ate 
for lunch, how I feel, what I did the night before, and what I will do 
tomorrow (especially my medical appointments).Then, I give them pictures of my 
family, my old friends, my cat, and the beef stroganoff entree that was so delicious 
the other evening (the salad is in the upper left corner).  I also listen to them. Next, I 
tell them that I love them.   
    This arrangement really works! 
    From the Internet and submitted by Anil Nirody 

 
Priceless...  
 A group of women were at a seminar on how to live a loving relationship with 
their husbands. 
The women were asked, "How many of you love your husband?"  All the women 
raised their hands. 
Then they were asked, "When was the last time you told your husband you loved 
him?" Some women answered today, a few yesterday, and some could not 
remember. 



The women then were told to take out their cell phones and text their husband: "I 
love you, sweetheart."  The women then were instructed to exchange phones with 
one another, and to read aloud the text message they received in response to their 
message. 
If you have been married for quite a while...a sign of true love...who else would reply 
in such a succinct and honest way? 
 
Below are 12 replies: 
 
1.  Who the hell is this? 
2.  Eh, mother of my children, are you sick or what? 
3.  Yeah, and I love you too.  What's wrong? 
4.  What now?  Did you crash the car again? 
5.  I don't understand what you mean? 
6.  What the HECK did you do now? 
7.  Don't beat about the bush, just tell me how much you need? 
8.  Am I dreaming? 
9.  Are you watching another one of those mushy movies? 
10.  If you don't tell me who this message is actually for, someone will die. 
11. I thought we agreed you wouldn't drink during the day. 
12.  Your mother is coming to stay with us, isn't she?  
       …..from the Internet 
 

 

 
 
              Starting young 

 

 

 
                                                                                          Submitted by Ken Heimberg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Poetry Corner 

 
STOPPING BY WOODS ON A SNOWY EVENING 
                Robert Frost 
Whose woods these are I think I know. 
His house is in the village, though;  
He will not see me stopping here 



To watch his woods fill up with snow. 
 
My little horse must think it queer 
To stop without a farmhouse near 
Between the woods and frozen lake 
The darkest evening of the year. 
 
He gives his harness bells a shake 
To ask if there is some mistake. 
The only other sound's the sweep 
Of easy wind and downy flake. 
 
The woods are lovely, dark, and deep, 
But I have promises to keep, 
And miles to go before I sleep, 
And miles to go before I sleep.  
                       Submitted by Ronnie Bayer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Opinions Please (This is a new venture – please participate!) 

 
TELL US WHAT YOU REALLY THINK. 
     Where can we find the best PIZZA? Don't tell us about the pizza where you used 
to live in Chicago or Hartford or Brooklyn, tell us about great pizza around here. The 
results will be published next month and maybe we'll get their pizza for a party by 
the pool next summer. 
     I'll cast the first vote for Scortinos formerly in Perth Amboy and now in South 
Amboy, great thin crust sausage pie and a great thicker crust tray pie. 
     Send your vote to me at opticsjs@verizon.ne.t 
         Jeff Shpiner 

 

 

Recipes 
 Each year, December brings a month filled with Holiday celebrations complete 
with a variety of traditions.  I have included below a Christmas Cookie Recipe and a 
Chanukah Recipe.  Have a Very Merry Christmas and a Happy Chanukah.  
  
ALMOND CRESCENT COOKIES 
Ingredients  
1 C sweet butter                                                1 tsp almond extract 



1/2 C confectionery sugar                                  2-1/2 C flour 
2/3 C finely cut almonds                                     1/4 tsp salt 
  
Directions 
Cream butter, confectionery sugar and almond extract in a large bowl.  Add flour, 
almonds and salt.  Mix well.  Chill for 15 minutes. 
  
Take about 1 TB of dough and roll on a floured board into a long strips.  Cut into 3 
inch strips and shape into crescents (U-shape).   
  
Bake at 300 to 325 degrees until set but not brown. 
  
While slightly warm, roll in confectionery sugar.    
                                                                                            Submitted by Ronnie Bayer 
  
CHANUKAH, OH CHANUKAH CHEESE LATKES (PANCAKES)  
Ingredients 
3 eggs beaten                                                     3/4 tsp vanilla 
7.5 ozs Farmer Cheese                                      1-1/2 TB corn oil 
1/2 C Matzah Meal                                          1/4 tsp salt 
3 TB sugar                                                         3/8 C corn oil for frying 
  
Directions 
  
Place beaten eggs in a large bowl.  Add Farmer Cheese and blend thoroughly.  Add 
sugar, matzah meal, vanilla, 3 TB corn oil and salt.  Mix well. 
  
Heat 3/8 C corn oil in skillet until it sizzles.  Turn heat down. 
  
Using a spoon, spoon batter into the pan.  Pancakes should be about 3 inches in 
diameter.  Fry for several minutes until bottoms are golden brown.  Carefully turn 
and fry until the other side is done. 
  
Serve with apple sauce or sour cream.  
  
(Makes about 13 Latkes. This recipe can be doubled.) 
                                                                                        Submitted by Yetta Cowen   
 
 

Theatrical Reviews 
 
THE INTERN 
      Seventy years young, retired and recently widowed, Ben Whittaker – the DeNiro 
character - finds himself at loose ends.  As a man who has worked all his life and 
used to a routine with a regular schedule and familiar set of responsibilities, it has 
been a real challenge to adjust to a slower pace.   Neat, organized and 



knowledgeable, Ben’s extensive life and work experience seem now to be going to 
waste.    Not one to sit around, he fills his days as best he can, but he can’t help 
feeling he has more to offer.  He would love to continue contributing to the world of 
commerce and remain the viable force he once was.  One day he sees an ad for 
‘senior interns,’ and wonders if this could be a potential solution.  
     Ben gets the job.  His boss, played by Anne Hathaway, is the enterprising young 
founder of an Internet retail sales company that has enjoyed resounding success.  The 
key to its success is directly attributable to this bright, hardworking over achiever.   
Ben is most impressed with this strong, creative, energetic young woman and he tries 
to fit in.  His position and duties evolve as time passes, as does the relationship 
between the two.    The story moves at a good pace and the laughs are abundant.   It 
is real, sincere, and a delightful reflection of our times, new times that is.   One of the 
highlights is the obvious comparison drawn between old school and new school.  
The way things are versus the way they used to be.    The huge difference between 
the Millennials and the Baby Boom generation is brought to light in a humorous but 
honest way.   Now the men dress like boys – shirts untucked, torn jeans and sneakers 
– similar to the way the older generation might have dressed to wash the car.  Gone 
are the days of going to work in a suit and tie, always with that nice white 
handkerchief handy!  You remember those? 
     There are twists and turns and real life situations that bring laughter, some tears, 
and always a feeling of yes, we understand this new age yet long for the other at 
times.  Yes, we can turn to our grandkids when we can’t figure out some computer 
issue or want to understand some new technological vocabulary, but we still love 
that old music, and those sweet old movies.  Here is a gentle new movie that you 
may just enjoy – one with which many of us can identify.  No violence, no graphic 
anything, just a wonderfully told story of a generational relationship - where a senior 
and junior come together, each offering the other something much needed in our 
brave new world. The two leads are superb and the supporting actors portray their 
characters perfectly.  There is a very cool sound track too.  The consensus among our 
group was unanimous – five thumbs up! 
            Submitted by Gloria Stuart 

 
WANTED: 
Reviews of all kinds are wanted from the residents of Canal Walk! Please send your 

submission with your selection, your opinion of it, and any other information you feel 

is pertinent. Send to ecatalina2@verizon.net.                                    

 

Eat in/Eat Out 
 I am sure that many of you go out to dinner from time to time -We would like to 

hear from you so that we can pass on your good or not so good recommendations. 

Many of us come from all over New Jersey and others from out of state and do not 

know the area or where to dine - your input would be so very helpful. Please try to 

include the following: Name of Restaurant - Address - Telephone Number and 

Prices. Submit to Ellen Catalina at ecatalina2@verizon.net. 

      

What's Happening 



 
NEW JERSEY STATE THEATRE 
15 Livingston Avenue, New Brunswick – (732) 246-7469 
Dec 1                   8 PM                   An Evening With Sarah McLachlan 
Dec 3                   8 PM                   Robert Irvine LIVE 
Dec 4                   8 PM                   Celtic Woman: Home for Christmas – The  
                                                        Symphony Tour 
Dec 5                   8 PM                   Dave Koz and Friends Christmas Tour 2015 
                                                        With Special Guests: Jonathan Butler, Candy  
                                                        Dulfer & Bill Medley 
Dec 7                   8 PM                   Punch Brothers 
Dec 8                   8 PM                   Festival of Light: An Intimate Evening with  
                                                        Matisyahu 
Dec 10                 8 PM                   Kenny Rogers – Once Again It’s Christmas  
                                                        Featuring Linda Davis 
Dec 12                 8 PM                   Wendy Williams Sit Down Tour – Too Real for 
                                                        Stand-Up 
Dec 13          2 & 6 PM                   Lightwire Theatre – A Very Electric Christmas 
Dec 18 – 20                                     Nutcracker – American Repertory Ballet 
(Fri 7:30 PM & Sat & Sun 1 & 4 PM) 
Dec 21          3 & 6 PM                   Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer 
Dec 31                 6 PM                   Salute to Vienna – New Year’s Eve Concert – 
                                                        Strauss Symphony of America                               
                               
HUNTERDON HILLS PLAYHOUSE (Dinner Show) 
88 Route 173 West, Hampton – (800) 447-7313 
Nov 2 – Dec 22 11:30 AM            A Playhouse Christmas 2015 
Dec 20 – 28       11:30 AM            A Branson Country Christmas 2015 – A New 
                                                        Country Music Show 
VILLAGERS THEATRE 
415 DeMott Lane, Somerset – (732) 873-2710 
Dec 12 – 20                                    A Christmas Peter Pan  
(Sat 12 & 3 PM; Sun 12 PM) 
 
CIRCLE PLAYERS 
416 Victoria Avenue, Piscataway – (732) 968-7555 
Nov 20 – Dec 6                           Dinner with Friends 
(Fri & Sat 8 PM; Sun 2 PM)    
 
PAPER MILL PLAYHOUSE 
Brookside Drive, Millburn – (973) 376-4343 
Nov 25 – Jan 3                            A Christmas Story – The Musical 
(Wed - Sat 7 PM; Matinees: Sat & Sun 1:30 PM) 
  
RARITAN VALLEY COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
State Route 28 & Lamington Road, North Branch – (908) 725-3420 



Dec 11           4 & 8 PM              The Great Russian Nutcracker – Moscow Ballet  
Dec 13                  2 PM              A Christmas Carol – Nebraska Theatre Caravan 
Dec 15           2 & 7 PM              It’s A Wonderful Life 
Dec 17         12 & 7 PM              Robin Spielberg Holiday Concert    
Dec 18                  8 PM              A Christmas Gathering - Feile na Nollag                         
 
MASON GROSS SCHOOL OF PERFORMING ARTS 
85 George Street, New Brunswick – (732) 932-7511 
Nicholas Music Center 
Dec 4              7:30 PM                Rutgers Symphony Brand – “Fantasies” 
Dec 6                   2 PM                Rutgers Brass Ensemble 
Dec 8              7:30 PM                Rutgers Jazz Ensemble I: John Beasley and 
                                                      Monk’estra        
Dec 9              7:30 PM                 Rutgers Wind Ensemble: “Jungian Archetypes” 
Dec 10            7:30 PM                 Rutgers University Choir 
Schare Recital Hall  
Dec 1              7:30 PM                 Rutgers Baroque Players: A Musical Miscellany: 
                                                      Works from the 17th and 18th Centuries on Period 
                                                      Instruments 
Dec 10                 6 PM                 Split the Lark New Music Ensemble 
Shindell Hall 
Dec 2              7:30 PM                Rutgers Jazz Chamber Ensemble 
Dec 5                   2 PM                Sounds of Chamber Music 
Dec 7            12:35 PM                Master Class and Recital with Jazz Pianist Fred 
                                                     Hersch 
Dec 7              7:30 PM                Rutgers Jazz Chamber Ensemble  
Kirkpatrick Chapel 
Dec 6 & 7                                     Christmas in Carol and Song 
(Sat 6 & 9 PM; Sun 5 & 7:30 PM)               
Voorhees Chapel 
Dec 5                    5 PM                Candlelight Concert 
       
McCARTER THEATRE CENTER 
91 University Place, Princeton – (609) 258-6500 
Matthew Theatre 
Dec 1 – 27                                     A Christmas Carol 
(Fri & Sat 7:30 PM; Sun 5:30 PM; Matinees: Sat 2 PM & Sun 1 PM; Wed, Dec 23th 
3 PM; Thu 24th 12 & 4 PM)       
Berlind Theatre 
Dec 4 - 6                                        Princeton Dance Festival   
(Fri & Sat 8 PM & Sun 5:30 PM) 
Dec 10 & 11                                  diSiac Dance 
((Thu & Fri 6:30 PM & 9:30 PM) 
Dec 12                   8 PM                Christine Ebersole 
Dec 14              7:30 PM                Bach – Brandenburgs 
Dec 15 & 16     7:30 PM                Taylor Mac                                     



SOMERSET VALLEY PLAYHOUSE 
689 Amwell Road (Route 514), Hillsborough – (908) 369-7469 
Dec 4 – 20                                     Miracle on 34th Street 
(Fri & Sat 8 PM; Sun 2 PM; An additional matinee on Sat Dec 12th 2 PM) 
 
BUCKS COUNTY PLAYHOUSE 
70 South Main Street, New Hope, PA – (215) 862-2121 
Dec 11 – 27                                 It’s A Wonderful Life – A Live Radio Play   
(Tue &Thu 7:30 PM; Fri & Sat 8 PM; Matinees: Wed, Thu Sat & Sun 2 PM; Sat, 
Dec 12th 7 PM) 
                                              
PLAINFIELD SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
Crescent Avenue Presbyterian Church, Plainfield- (908) 561-5140 
Dec 12                 7 PM            Happy New Year from Vienna – Strauss: Famous 
                                                 Waltzes, Polkas, Overtures – Ravel: La Valse 
       
       Compiled by Ronnie Bayer 
 


