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From the Board of Directors      
 I cannot believe its December already!  Where has the year gone? 
Budget 2015: 
 Everyone should have received a copy of our 2015 budget along with the payment 
instructions for the next year.  And we are sure you noticed that our fees are unchanged 
for another year. 
Transition: 
 This is our number one priority and has been for several months, and it will be for 
the foreseeable future.  The good news is that we are beginning to achieve positive 
results. 
 Stage I:     
 By the time you read this article, many of the sidewalks that were in need of 
replacement, have been replaced.  In addition, we have put a lot of pressure on the 
Builder to repave our main parking lot and to start paving the streets that are not yet top 
coated.  The problem now is the weather.  All asphalt manufacturing stops if the weather 
gets too cold.  As with the sidewalks, if we don’t get all of them replaced, we will start 
again in early spring. 
 As reported earlier, more exterior testing will be required to determine the extent 
of water penetration damage to the main Clubhouse.  Hopefully, this will be our last 
round of testing before making repairs. 
 In addition, we have developed cost estimates for repairs to the Clubhouse, 
replacement landscaping and repairs over the last several years which will be shared with 
the developer. 
Handicapped and Clubhouse Parking:   
 We have identified four additional spaces at the front of the Clubhouse and four 
more on the side which will give us a total of 14 for handicapped parking.  We will have 
these areas marked out with stripping and signage immediately after the resurfacing is 
completed. 
 After a thorough review of our annual calendar and observations by the 
Management team and the Board, there are only about 7 or 8 possible days when the lot 
might approach capacity.  That leaves a total of 357 days annually on which the current 
128 spots is more than adequate.  On Sunday thru Friday of every week, 312 days, there 
is never an issue, and on most Saturdays there is no problem either.  Remember many 
people walk to the Clubhouse from the Enclave and nearby streets as well.  Also, the 
capacity of our Ballroom limits the number who can attend major events. 
 Accordingly, the Board has decided there is not a requirement for additional 
parking at this time nor in the near future. 
Stage II: 



 This consists of the current 2 pump houses (building and equipment), the entry 
gate and Guard House, four retention basins and our bike paths. 
 Our engineering consultant, F.W.H., has completed our initial inspection report, 
and this has been given to the Builder for his evaluation. 
Lawn Care:  
 As reported in our October Newsletter, Rutgers Agriculture Extension personnel 
have been inspecting the conditions of our lawns and common areas, as well as the lawn 
treatment used by L.M.S. They have submitted a very comprehensive report with 
suggestions for improvement. 
 They confirm that our major problem is in the native soil, which is highly 
compactable, which inhibits grass root growth and seed gestation.  Because grass roots do 
not go deep enough, this deficiency in soil also causes trees to take up water 
preferentially, thereby causing browning of grass around the trees.  They confirm that our 
lawn treatments are correct and conform to state environmental regulations.  Finally, they 
advise that private landscapers may be using the wrong seed mixes. 
 Their recommended solution is aeration and top coating which we have done for 
the last two years for common areas and was offered as a homeowner option this fall. 
Security at Guard House: 
 We are continually asking our security personnel to be certain that only 
authorized people enter our community.  Sometimes, Homeowners and/or guests arrive 
home in a vehicle that does not have either a Canal Walk decal, a gate fob or are not on 
the visitor lists.  In these instances, we ask for your understanding and support.  Everyone 
should be prepared to show proper identification promptly.  Please remember, the Guards 
are following guidelines established for your safety, so please respect their position.  And 
if you have a complaint, after the event, bring it to the attention of our Property Manager 
or a Board Member, and we will try to resolve whatever the problem may be. 
New Maintenance Agreement: 
 We have changed vendors for our Clubhouse maintenance effective December 1, 
2014.  We have signed a three year agreement with Eastern Janitorial Services, a very 
reputable company. They have done special work for us over the years and are the vendor 
for the Enclave.  All of us are happy to know that Alan will be joining Eastern and will 
continue working with us all. 
Clubhouse Landscaping Updates: 
 In early November we authorized Spooky Brook Landscaping to update the 
plantings in front of the Clubhouse which included two benches on which people can rest 
while waiting to be picked up. We are always trying to keep up the appearance of Canal 
Walk. 
Board Elections: 
 Elections were held on November 20th, and at this time we all know the results.  
The current Board wishes to congratulate the winners and wish them continued success 
for the next two years. 
 In closing, the holiday season is here and we wish all our Homeowners, 
Residents, Guests, as well as our Management Team, a Happy Holiday Season and a 
Healthy and Safe New Year. 
 

Jim Lyttle, Bob Rossomando, Nick Iorio and Bernie Worst 



 

Canal Walk Reservation Policy 
 

• Sign-ups are required for most events at Canal Walk (unless otherwise stated). 

• Each community sponsored event requires sign-ups and prepayment with check 
payable to C.W.H.O.A.A.F. 

• Residents at Canal Walk will have first opportunity to reserve a space for an 
event. 

• Events will be open to guests providing that the event has not been sold out.  
Notice will be given when the event is open to guests. 

• As always, each event is first come, first served. 

•  

Canal Walk Refund Policy 
 
Refunds will ONLY be given under the following circumstances: 

• The resident is hospitalized. 

• There is a death in the immediate family. 

• Canal Walk Activities Director finds it possible to resell the ticket or bus seat. 

• The event is cancelled by Canal Walk. 

 
 
 
 

From the Enclave Board 
 How many of us kept hearing in our minds those beautiful words of John Keats 
from “To Autumn” each time we looked out of our windows or drove around our local 
roads last month?   
      “Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness!  
   Close bosom- friend of the maturing sun”    
They seemed even more apt for some reason this year. 
 Now that Thanksgiving is behind us, more holidays lie ahead.  To confirm that 
winter is coming, many snow birds have left already, to the envy, sometimes, of their 
neighbors once the snow begins. 
 We had a problem recently during an emergency situation, and we would like to 
remind you what was discussed at our recent Emergency Plan meeting.  As you were 
instructed by the Fire Inspector, when making an emergency 911 call, it is important to 
say that you are calling from Somerset Franklin Township.  There are several Franklin 
Townships in New Jersey, and it is imperative the dispatcher does not have to confirm the 
exact location and cause any delay in a response.  In addition, be sure to give your full 
address, i.e., 1203 or 3203 Enclave Circle, where the emergency has occurred.  We have 
spoken with several township and emergency personnel to verify they have the addresses, 
previously provided, as well as the emergency code.  The police will have it, and the 
ambulance responding will be given it as they are dispatched. There was additional 
discussion regarding signage with unit numbers in each particular building.  This will be 
looked into further by the Board. 



 Speaking of the Emergency Plan, we were hoping to get into the Fire Inspector’s 
schedule to have a fire drill this fall, but it could not be worked out. We will schedule a 
fire drill in the spring when the snowbirds return. 
 Our fiscal year end occurred on October 31st, and our CPA firm has been engaged 
to perform the year end audit. The report is usually available sometime in the first quarter 
but we hope to have it in time for the Annual Community Meeting February 26, 2015. 
 The Covenants Committee 2015 meeting schedule is set at the 4th Friday of each 
month, unless there is a holiday conflict; then it will be on the 3rd Friday.  Submit any 
PMR requests one week before the meeting either in the Enclave Office mailbox or in the 
Canal Walk Office mailbox of Brigid or Bernadette. 
 A reminder, if you see any issues in the common areas, please call them in to 
Association Advisors so work orders can be issued to contractors as needed. 
 We would like to extend our warmest wishes to you and your family for a happy 
holiday season. 
IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS: 
ASSOCIATION ADVISORS 
NON-EMERGENCY 732-294-8882 
EMERGENCY  732-295-4617 
 Stay Warm! 
      Bernadette Lombardo and Brigid Brown 

 
  
 
      

 
Covenants Committee 
 As a reminder, we are publishing the Holiday Decorations Regulations again. 
PART VIII  
D. Location of Decorations 
1. The location of decorations and lights shall be limited to the following areas: 
 a. Builders mulch bed area located in the front of the house adjacent to the      
 foundation. 
 b. Mulch beds that go around to the side entrance of a house. 
 c. Front doors, windows and porches. 
 d. Garage doors and the area around them, including the peak over the 
      garage. 
 e. Mulch beds adjacent to the foundation in side yards and back yards that 
       face a street or unoccupied open area. 
2. Decorations and lights are NOT permitted in the following areas:  
 a. On trees/shrubs in lawn areas and in the mulch beds around them including  
     those installed by the builder. 
 b. In mulch beds extending down the sides of driveways. 
 c. On lawns, driveways, roof tops, roof edges (other than exception stated 
           in D.1.d above) and Common Property. 
 d. Any other area not specifically mentioned in paragraph D.1. 
3. One deviation from the size of decorations for the holiday period only. 



 Decorations are allowed up to 24” x 24” x 24”. 
E. Violators will be subject to a $50 fine per day if they do not comply within 10 
days of receiving a violation letter. 
 Happy holidays! 
        Dave Lyttle 

 

Activities and Announcements 
 
CANAL WALK RESIDENT REFERRAL PROGRAM EXTENDED TO INCLUDE 

GATEWAY AT ROYCE BROOK IN HILLSBOROUGH 
 With the help of our Canal Walk residents, sales at the ENCLAVE and 
RESERVE have exceeded even our most optimistic projections. 
 As a token of our appreciation, Canal Walk residents who have introduced family 
and friends to our community have received American Express gift cards of $ 2,500 for 
each referral. These cards can be used anywhere the American Express card is accepted. 
Premier Development has just opened its newest community in Hillsborough and is 
extending the Canal Walk Referral Program to include residents at Canal Walk who refer 
their friends or family to Gateway at Royce Brook, an upscale single family community 
for residents aged 55+, featuring homes similar to the Reserve homes. 
 The referral program is simple and easy to qualify for. Introduce and sign-in a 
family member or friend at our sales office or Gateway at Royce Brook Sales Office. 
If that introduction results in a home sale, a gift card with a value of $ 2,500 will be 
presented to you after the home sale closes. 
 Gift cards can be picked up at the Canal Walk sales office after your referral has 
closed. We appreciate the efforts of all our residents who have successfully participated 
and look forward to meeting more of your family and friends in the coming months. 
Every referral from one of our home owners helps to build a stronger and more unified 
community environment. Family and friends make great neighbors! 
 With our sincere thanks and hoping for continued success, 
   Canal Walk Sales Staff: Betsy, Abby, Marty and George 

 
CLUBHOUSE ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE 
 Fright Night was a Delight Night!  Witches, lovely ladies, a pizza and her maker, 
along with a laundry basket, all stopped by for an evening of ghoulish fun.  We had an 
original Mexican Train band come all the way from The Enclave! An invisible man 
appeared and was seen by a doctor, then blessed by a priest, just in case.  A variety of 
folks came in costume to help with the ambiance of the evening. 
 DJ, CharlieZ added to the merriment with his sense of humor and music.  A nice 
variety of goodies were offered, but the apple crumb cake won the prize. 
 The Clubhouse Activities Committee is to be acknowledged and thanked for their 
efforts in putting this together.  Many hours of planning and working paid off by being so 
well organized.  Kudos to them. 
 Be sure to sign up early for the Sunday Brunch scheduled for December 7th.  
Seating is limited to the first 150 that apply.  Due to our increased population this event is 
for residents only.  
         Joan Klimpl 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       Mexican Train Band 

 
 
      Invisible Man                        Laundry Basket 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IN THE BEGINNING 
  A group of the "2003 Pioneers" of Canal Walk have gotten together to 
corroborate the History of Canal Walk.  Beginning in January 2015, a series of articles 
written by Marge Heffernan will be featured in our Newsletter which should prove to be 
very interesting.  It will tell the story of how we evolved from a trailer on Schoolhouse 
Road (with only blueprints of the models) to our present community of 925 private 
homes, townhouses and condos.   In February of 2003, Jim and Marge Heffernan moved 
into Canal Walk, and, as more people began moving in, the Heffernans would welcome 
them with "Brownies."   Please stay tuned for more. 
      Submitted by Ronnie Bayer 
       (A 2003 Pioneer) 
 
YOUNG AT HEART 
 Happy Holidays to all of our friends and neighbors here at Canal 
Walk.  The Young at Heart Club will begin Holiday festivities on 
Monday, December 1st with a trip to LaGreci's Staaten in Staten Island. 
This will be a full day of entertainment, dining and even dancing. 
 Our monthly meeting will be on Wednesday, December 10th.  
We will have our Holiday Potluck Luncheon in the Arts and Crafts Room 
at 11 AM. We look forward to being able to share our favorite recipes 
with our friends. 



 Looking forward to seeing everyone at both of these celebrations. 
    Joanne Polito and Jule Graham 

 
On October 23, a large number of people from the CW Young at Heart Club visited the 

Errhardt’s Waterfront Resort at Lake Wallenpaupack, PA for good food, good music and 
a good time by all. 

 
 
 
 
7th ANNUAL VARIETY – SHOW BEST EVER 
 Over 225 Canal Walk residents and their guests were mesmerized by the talent in 
this year’s Canal Walk Variety Show, sponsored by the Young at Heart Club.  Directed 
by Sandy Siegel, with musical director Fred Ford, the show featured songs ranging from 
“Bridge over Troubled Waters” to Gershwin to folk songs from Turkey and Russia. 
Abbott & Costello (played by Charlie Stone and Jim Heffernan) made a triumphant 
return along with Lorenzo (Larry Siegel).  Ju Perry, on dry-land this year, entertained the 
crowd with her comedy. Master of Ceremonies, Bruce Davidson, kept the show moving, 
introducing songs sung by Dan Shanok, Kathy & Fred Ford, and Will Ingram. An old-
time radio segment included a song by the Andrew Sisters (Karen Anderson, Kathy Ford 
and Sandy Goodman Siegel), and a George Burns/Gracie Allen skit (Charlie Stone, Ju 
Perry and Larry Siegel).  The Heartless Brothers, (Larry Rivera, Jim Heffernan, Sandy 
Epstein & Charlie Stone) performed “You’ve Got to Have Heart.” Sid Toby and Fred 
Ford entertained the crowd with their piano playing skills.  Also joining us this year were 
Leon Epstein and Robert Sarayli, each playing instrumentals from their native countries 
of Russia and Turkey.  Sandy is already planning next year’s show, so all Canal Walk 
residents are encouraged to dust off their talent and join the 2015 Variety Show cast; look 
for announcements next August.  
         Bruce Davidson 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cast: Left to Right:  
Front Row:  Kathy Anderson, Kathy Ford, Sandy Goodman Siegel, Ju Perry 
Middle Row: Larry Rivera, Sid Toby, Larry Siegel, Jim Heffernan, Bruce Davidson 
Back Row: Fred Ford, Dan Shanok, Sandy Epstein, Charlie Stone, Robert Sayaryli, 
                   Leon Epstein, Will Ingram 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Andrew Sisters: Kathy A, Sandy, Kathy F.         Fred, Leon, Robert                       Abbott & Costello:  
          Charlie & Jim 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        
 
 
Heartless Brothers: Jim, Charlie, Sandy, Larry R.    Finale:  Sandy & Cast 

 
 
 
TEXAS HOLD’EM 
  We have Thursday Night games scheduled for December 4th and December 11th. 
  Our next Saturday Night Tournament will be held in the Ballroom on January 17, 
2015. Registration will begin at 6:00 PM, and food will be served at 6:30 PM. 
  We welcome new players. Residents Only. 
                           Carlo Melia  

 
SUNDAY CINEMA HAS ITS OWN 'SISKEL AND EBERT' 
 The October 19 showing of the classic 1957 film, Witness for the Prosecution, 
was skillfully moderated by Rita Fink and Phyllis Barnes in the great style of Siskel and 
Ebert. Our dynamic duo provided film facts and trivia about the actors and producers 
before the movie and then led a spirited discussion after the showing.  Gourmet food and 
treats completed a fun afternoon at the Clubhouse. 
   Sunday Cinema is in its second season of meeting once a month in the fall, winter 
and spring.  Would you like to join this lively group when they view and discuss 
classic/new films and socialize with your neighbors?  To be part of this movie event, 
email me at yudow@langlab.rutgers.edu for details of upcoming films and dates. 
          See you at the movies! 
                                                                                                             Marion Yudow 
 
 
Sunday Cinema film reviewers 
    Rita Fink and Phyllis Barnes  



 
 
 
 
CANAL WALK WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

           You have all heard of the 3 Wise Men in the Christmas story, right? But have you 
heard of the 3 Wise Women? To celebrate Christmas in our Bible study, on Tuesday, 
December 16th, we will discuss three women who had a huge influence in the story of the 
birth of our Lord; Anna, Mary, and Elizabeth.  Please join us as we spend some time 
reflecting on the faith of these women and what we can learn from them.  We will also 
share cookies that day, and all are welcome to enjoy our culinary skills! 
               Otherwise, each Tuesday we are continuing our study in the Bible of the book 
of First Corinthians.  Through the leading of the Holy Spirit, Paul has much to share 
about our relationship with God and our relationship with each other.  Drop in any time!  
Any questions about our group, please contact Gail at g.tornquist@comcast.net or 732-
560-7246, or Mimi at mpfaadt@earthlink.net.  
          Gail Tornquist 

 
BOWLING 
 We had a good turnout from our bowling family for the month of October.  We 
are still adjusting to our new time, but it seems to be working out. 
 We had a few 200 games this month for which we need to congratulate our 
bowlers, starting with Mike Palmieri who, on October 6th, bowled a 225 and a 222. 
 There was no bowling the week of October 13th due to the Columbus Day 
Holiday.  The following week, October 27th, Judy Mueller bowled a 213 and Mike 
Palmieri bowled a 213 and a 247. 
 Special thanks to Lorraine Baudistel for helping out with bowling on October 
20th, since we were away on vacation.   It was greatly appreciated. 
 With the holiday season quickly coming upon us, here is wishing everyone a 
happy and healthy holiday season. 
                                                                                                              Joanne Perzi 
  
AN EMAIL GOOGLE GROUP HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED 
 This is an email discussion group whereby we can share information, using our 
own group email address.  Currently, more than 350 residents are participating in the 
group.  It has proved to be an efficient method for sharing information pertinent to the 
community.  While having a Gmail email account is not required, it does allow group 
members to view and search past postings. 

The purpose of this group is:  

• To share and receive references or information about vendors, e.g., "I'm 

looking for someone to fix...;" "Does anyone know of a good dentist, 

dressmaker, plumber, etc." 

• To sell, purchase, or borrow items, e.g., "I have a ticket for.... and would like to 
sell it;" “Can anyone lend me a baby car seat for the weekend, etc.” 

The Group is: 

• NOT a public group (It is for Canal Walk residents only) 



• NOT for commercial or political purposes 

• NOT a vehicle for personal property issues/complaints 
 If you are not yet a member and would like to join the Canal Walk Google Group, 
send an email requesting membership to: canalwalk.group@gmail.com. 
 For more information or questions, please call Chickie Siegel (732-271-5266), 
Elaine Whelan (732-560-0140), or Evelyn Silverstein (732-650-8099). 
          Elaine Whelan 

 
GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS COMMITTEE                                                                                  
 The $85 million Franklin Township Construction and Re-construction 
Referendum will be voted on at a special election on Tuesday, December 9th. During a 
presentation at the Renaissance in November, the yearly impact property tax impact of 
the Referendum will be $166.46 on a house assessed for $306,058, or $250 on a 
$450,000 house in Canal Walk. The figure is for the construction and does not include 
associated costs for administration, teachers, and other ancillary expenses for the new 
school. 
 The Planning Board meeting to review the Canal Walk Developers application to 
construct 63 single family houses on the corner of School House and Mettlers Roads, 
originally scheduled for November 5th was postponed. The Developer has to complete a 
traffic study and other studies before resubmission to the Planning Board for approval. A 
plan will probably be submitted in January 2015. 
 Although Council approved the 4 way stop sign during their October meeting, the 
project will probably be completed before end of the year. 
 Another developer is apparently looking at developing the site on the northeast 
corner of Weston and Mettlers Roads. There is no further information at this time on 
exactly what the plans are for developing the area.  
         Jim Heffernan 

 
CANAL WALKERS JOIN THE FIGHT TO END ALZHEIMER'S 
 Sunday Oct. 12, 2014 - A glorious autumn day in Princeton for the Annual Walk 
to End Alzheimer’s.  Team Dotty’s Sneakers, led by Captain Denise Goldstein, with 
members Daryl Sklar, Bob and June Greenbaum and Marlene and Ethan Glickman, 
joined almost 2000 other walkers circling the ETS campus to honor loved ones suffering 
from, or lost to, this disease.  Continental breakfast (including gluten free pastries  was 
served, music was provided by DJ Cubby Bryant and the Bushwacker Drum and Bugle 
Corps, and beach balls bounced through the throngs of 200 teams to make this a truly 
heartwarming event! 
          Many thanks to the Canal Walk community for donating so generously in support 
of Team Dotty’s Sneakers and the Alzheimer’s Association. 
  Next year, the Walk will take place on Sunday, Oct. 4.  For information about 
how you can join the fight, or about Alzheimer’s Disease, call the Central N.J. Chapter at 
609-2751180 or 800-272-3900 (24/7 Helpline ) or online @ 
alz.org/nj.  Denise, a walk committee member and active 
Alzheimer's Association fundraising volunteer, also 
facilitates a Caregivers’ Support Group at the Urgent Care 
Center, 206 N, Hillsborough, the 3rd Tuesday of every 



month at 1PM.  Please call her at 732-563-9056 for information. 
              Donations are still being accepted.  Again thank you all. 

        Team members are from L to R:  
      Bob, Capt. Denise, Marlene, Ethan, June, and Daryl 

   Submitted by Denise Goldstein and team 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Next Generation 
 
 
GREAT DECISIONS – 2015 
 ENROLL NOW!!!  This is your opportunity to meet with your neighbors and to 
discuss 8 stimulating topics involving United States’ foreign policy. The 2015 agenda 
includes RUSSIA AND THE NEAR ABROAD,  PRIVACY IN THE DIGITAL AGE, 
SECTARIANISM IN THE MIDDLE EAST, INDIA CHANGES COURSE, U.S. 
POLICY TOWARD AFRICA, SYRIA'S REFUGEE CRISIS, HUMAN TRAFFICKING 
IN THE 21st CENTURY and BRAZIL'S METAMORPHOSIS. 
 Great Decisions meets at 7:30 PM on Thursday evenings in the Club Room. The 
2015 meeting dates are Jan. 22, Feb. 5, Feb. 19, Mar. 5, Mar. 19, April 2, Apr. 16 and 
April 30. Each meeting lasts about one and a half hours. 
 One topic is discussed at each meeting. The meeting starts with a 20 minute film 
in which an expert outlines the issues concerned. Then it is up to you to express your take 
on the subject. You will have read the background material contained in the book 
published by Great Decisions. The cost of the book is $21 and can be obtained by leaving 
a check made out to me and left in my mailbox at 4 Benjamin Street. I will deliver the 
book to you in early January. 
 Join the over 1,000,000 Americans who participate annually in Great Decisions. 
You’ll be surprised by the diverse opinions that emerge from our group. Call me for any 
additional information at 908-229-5161.     
       Merrill Taub     

ITCH'N' TO STITCH 
                Happy Holidays to one and all.  In this time of joyous celebration, take the time 
to do something calming and reflective.  Try knitting or counted cross stitch, or anything 



that requires a needle and thread.  You would be surprised at how those holiday stresses 
disappear.   
                 We continue to meet every Thursday at 1 PM.  However, there will be no 
meeting on Thursday, Christmas Day or News Years Day.  For more information, Call 
Gloria at 732 537 9160. 
                                                                                    Gloria Sipos 
 
CANAL WALK QUILTERS 
 The next meeting of The Canal Walk Quilters will 
be Monday, December 8th at 1:00 in the Café. Bring a 
project to share, and we will have a Show and Tell, with a 
few holiday treats to enjoy. We will also discuss plans for 
our “retreat” on January 24th and 25th. It is going to be 
held in the Freedom Clubhouse. More details will be 
provided in the January Newsletter. 
 At our November meeting Willie Kralls showed us 
how she made a quilt top with striped fabric and a 60 
degree triangle (see the photo). Thank you Willie. We all 
enjoyed your presentation. 
 Remember, new quilters of all levels are welcome. Happy Stitching,  
          Sue Watt 

  

 

 
TRIPS 
December 4 and 6– Elf  PaperMill Playhouse Departs CW: 11:00 AM 
December 7 – Christmas Show – See flyer or speak with Tracey in the Clubhouse 
December 12 – Cher Prudential Center – Departs CW 6:00 PM 
  
2015: 
March 24 – The Last Ship 
April 28 – The Curios Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time 
May 19 – The King and I 
Details for the above trips will be provided in January. 
                   Happy Hanukah!  Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
                  Please be reminded that the Association will be hosting the annual New 
Year’s bash in our magnificent Ballroom.  The celebration will begin at 8:30 PM.  Please 
see the flyer in the Clubhouse or on the Web and TV for all the glorious details of our 
menu this year.  Music will be by “Joe,” same as last year!  All of this for only $89 per 
person.  BYOB but mixers and a champagne toast will be provided by the Association.  
We look forward to celebrating the New Year with you! 
    Bill Corson, Tracey Allen, Canal Walk Trip Committee   
 

ACTING UP 
 Acting UP-- where characters are welcome.  Canal Walk residents gather the first 
Tuesday of each month to read short scripts from plays, radio/TV shows and 



melodramas.  We have a few laughs and contemplate the wonders of the amateur acting 
world. No previous stage experience is needed to join, just an open mind and a wish to 
have fun. In fact, most of us have never been on a formal performance stage before 
joining Acting UP but have overcome great fears to entertain our Canal Walk neighbors.  
Join us in the new Freedom Club House @ 7:30 PM.  [Note our NEW meeting 
location!!!] 
 For information contact: Bruce Davidson or Marion Yudow 
         Bruce Davidson 

 

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT 

  I'm in touch with a faith-based organization that lends medical equipment to 
those in need.  There is no fee nor time restriction for use.  Wheelchairs, walkers, canes, 
crutches, etc., are all part of their supply.   They will gladly accept any medical 
equipment folks no longer require. I'll be happy to pick it up and deliver it to their 
facility.  You can contact me at 908-581-8246.  
         Joan Klimpl  
       

  
TAP FOR FUN AND FITNESS 
 Our wonderful group of tappers continues to shuffle along and make terrific 
progress while having a lot of fun.   
 At the beginning of each class, we warm up by practicing many different 
combinations at a slower pace. In addition to warming up the muscles to get ready to 
dance full out, this warm up helps the dancers keep the combinations fresh in their minds 
and create muscle memory for their bodies.  Once we are sufficiently warmed up, then 
we proceed to learn our dances.  As previously reported, we have completed two dances.  
The first is a simple Waltz Clog routine (think “East Side, West Side”) and the second is 
a bit more advanced Soft Shoe routine (think “Tea for Two”).   We are now more than 
half way through our Time Step routine.  This one is a bit more complex, but we are in no 
rush.  We break each section down, go over the steps very slowly and repeat, repeat, 
repeat!   Ask any of our dancers, and they will tell you that there is nothing like the great 
sense of accomplishment you get when you finally master a step or combination.  And 
the sounds of the taps are amazing.  We invite you to join us.  We have plenty of room 
and will work with you until you are caught up with the rest of the class. 
 “Tap for Fun & Fitness” meets every Wednesday from 4-5 PM in the Canal Walk 
Clubhouse Arts and Crafts Room.  No experience is needed.  Wear comfortable, workout 
clothes and hard soled shoes or tap shoes (no sneakers, please).  If you are interested in 
joining us or if you have any questions, please call Angela Horan 732-412-7266 or 
Marsha Shpiner 973-584-1688.  Newcomers are encouraged to show up a bit early.  The 
group leaders are now available at 3:30 PM to help tappers who are new or who have 
missed a few classes and would like some extra help. 
 As a reminder, the class has decided that, at this point, we will not be a 
performing group.  Our goal is to “Tap for Fun & Fitness,” so don’t be concerned that we 
will try to put a bow in your hair and push you out on a stage.  We are doing this just for 
our own enjoyment and we get a little exercise as a bonus. 
        Angela Horan 



 
TRAVEL CLUB 
            Merry Hanukkah and Happy Christmas!!!  Come celebrate anyway you want to at 
our Annual Pot Luck Dinner, December 16 at 6:30 in the Ballroom.  Bring your favorite 
Holiday treat, and join the fun as we make our travel plans for 2015.  Sorry, members 
only.  But it is not too late to join.  Dues are $5.  For more information call Roz at 732 
563 0201. 
                                                                          Gloria Sipos 
  
 
HADASSAH  
  We hope that everyone enjoyed Thanksgiving with family, football and lots of 
delicious leftovers.  Canal Walk Hadassah is prepared for winter with activities  to help 
us forget the cold.  Our December 9th meeting at 7:30 PM in the Ballroom will include 
the Installation of Officers for 2015 and a musical program presented by Cantor Emily 
Wigod-Pincus of Temple Beth-El, Hillsborough.  Join us when we show our appreciation 
for our hard-working, clever Board. 
     We have been enjoying performances at our local theaters with well-priced tickets 
available to all Canal Walk residents.  George Street Playhouse will present The 

Whipping Man on January 21st at 8:00 PM.  Tickets cost $31 each.  The play is described 
as a powerful and evocative historical story.  We also have tickets for Sweeney Todd at 
the Villagers Theater for $15 each on Sunday, February 8th at 2:00 PM. 
Contact Sue Nacson at 732-564-1296 for tickets, or look for flyers in the Clubhouse. 
     We have a new theater listing which promises to be very exciting.  The 
Broadway musical, The Buddy Holly Story, is coming to the McCarter Theater in 
Princeton.  The date is January 26th; tickets are $45 each and include orchestra seats and 
bus transportation from Canal Walk to the theater.  Look for fliers in the Clubhouse. 
    Mah-jongg cards for next year are still available from Lynn Cohen at 159 Saratoga 
Court, or 732-356-8787 for $8 standard print or $9 large print.   It's not too soon to order.  
Entertainment Books are available from Lynn Cohen until December 15th. 
     Save the date of February 10, 2015 for our next Luncheon/Card party.  Details 
will follow. 
     Remember to buy Shop-Rite certificates available in $25, $50 and $100 
denominations.  At no extra cost to us, and with no expiration date, this is an easy way to 
earn money for our amazing medical, youth and advocacy programs.  Evelyn Lasky, 732-
356-3593, has the certificates. 
      We welcome new members at any time.  Come to a meeting and/or call Bonnie 
Shrager or Pamela Green. 
    We wish all of our Canal Walk friends and neighbors a wonderful holiday season, a 
happy Chanukka, a merry Christmas and a great New Year.   
       Anne Roman and Edna Stone Communication Vice-presidents. 
 
Beat the Winter Doldrums Attending Local Theaters  
           When the stress of the upcoming holiday season dies down, you may find yourself 
wondering what else to do besides eating out and seeing movies.  Naturally, we are 
hoping you will be attending the many activities offered in the Canal Walk Clubhouse. 



 You can supplement these with terrific performances offered at the conveniently located 
theaters in both Franklin and New Brunswick. 
        The State Theatre will entice you with many different types of performances and 
our contact, Gary Owen, may be able to offer you a discount to a particular event. Call 
him at 732-247-7200, ext. 534 and determine if he can assist you. 
          We usually reserve a block of seats for preview performances at George Street 
Playhouse.  These evening events are followed by an after talk with the director, writer 
and some of the actors.  The Wednesday evening, January 21st performance of The 

Whipping Man will begin at 8 PM.  Tickets are only $31 each and can be obtained by 
calling Canal Walk resident Sue Nacson at 732-564-1296 or by completing the tear off 
strip on the flyer in the Clubhouse. 
 Sue also reserves a block of tickets at the Villagers Theatre located near the 
library in the Municipal Complex off De Mott Lane. Sweeney Todd will be performed 
Sunday, February 8th at 2 PM.  Tickets are $15 each and that flyer is also available in 
the Clubhouse. 
 Our Canal Walk Newsletter lists additional offerings at the back of the 
publication, so you can always have something interesting to put on your calendar.  Take 
advantage of these venues and enjoy the show! 
         Sue Nacson   
 

Talk of the Walk 
We accept short entries regarding significant/unusual accomplishments, milestone 
anniversaries and birthdays, births, deaths and acknowledgements. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• BILL CORSON of Saratoga Court was inducted into the Golden Peacock 
Society of St. Peters University in Jersey City.  He is also a member of Pavo 
Society.  Your friends and neighbors here at Canal Walk offer their 
congratulations on receiving this great honor, Bill. 

• MERRY RESNICK of Hardenbergh St. is proud of her granddaughter, 
JULIANA RODRIGUEZ, for addressing a group discussing "The importance 
of young adults’ participation in the field of philanthropy”.  The program was 
sponsored by The Eli Group and The Rose Foundation. 

 
Cultural Arts 

 

Freedom Lane Meet & Greet 

On Sunday, October 26, the neighbors of Freedom Lane had a Meet & 

Greet to celebrate the completion of their street.  This was an 

opportunity for everyone to meet each other and make some friends.  A 

good time was had by all. 

 



 The old year is ending, and the new one beckons.  It will be an exciting one you 
can be sure.  We have engaged marvelous entertainers; many of them travel to other 
places in the world to perform each year.  A few are actually from outside the U.S.  They 
are all regarded as tremendous talents. 
 
JANUARY 24 - YOU AND THE NIGHT AND THE MUSIC 

 An evening of popular arias, duets and quartets from such operas as Rigoletto, 
Carmen and Pagliacci, followed by the best of Broadway show stoppers. Enjoy the 
famous songs from South Pacific, Kiss Me Kate, Les Miserables and others. Four young 
opera-trained singers will melt the snow and warm your hearts with gorgeous melodies.  
The accompanist is a former Brazilian symphony conductor. 
 
MARCH 14 - VINCE GIORDANO AND THE NIGHT HAWKS  
 Did you see the movies Cotton Club, The Aviator, Finding Forester, or the TV 

series Boardwalk Empire? 

Vince Giordano's 11 piece band played in them, and he did the background music. Vince 
is a fantastic musician and collector of thousands of sheet music from the 20's and 30's.  
These are the upbeat songs you will hear that night.  They play and sing in what he says 
is Prohibition style, and you might call Ragtime and Dixieland. 
 
APRIL 25 - SWING INTO SPRING 
 Three of the world's best musicians are back here after 2 years.  One of the great 
cornet players, Warren Vache', Australian bass and vocalist, Nikki Parrott, and pianist, 
Tomoko Ohno swing us into the warmer days to come.  Always in demand around the 
world, these fantastic artists were luckily available on this date to perform at CW. 
 
JUNE 6 -THE SONGS OF JAMES TAYLOR  
 Coming all the way from Canada, Neil Donell and his band will delight you with 
the folk and country sounds made famous by Taylor.  Neil looks like and sounds just like 
the famous star.  Known as "the voice of Canada," Neil has worked with and recorded 
hundreds of CDs with show business greats.  His pianist is arranger and accompanist to 
Michael Buble.  In fact, he will be working with him while here in NJ. Hear Country 

Roads, How Sweet It is (to be loved by you), and Carolina on My Mind, plus many other 
songs you know. 
 We are constantly scouting performers in order to bring the best here to Canal 
Walk.  Please join us for these events which are always followed by our beautiful and 
delicious receptions.  
 Enjoy the holidays and plan to attend our first concert in 2015, January 24th. 
        Lucille Taub 

 

Women's Club 
Our big fundraiser, “Designer Purse Bingo,” on October 11, was a big success!  

Beautiful designer purses were given out as prizes plus many lovely door prizes.  The 
ladies who attended enjoyed playing bingo and the delicious food that was served.  The 
Somerset Health Care Foundation was represented, and this year a check for $15,000 was 
presented to them for the new Cardiac Care Unit at Robert Wood Johnson Somerset.  The 



Women’s Club thanks everyone who donated, participated and helped with the fundraiser 
to make it a success. 

Please mark your calendars for December 6 when our community lights up our 
Clubhouse for the upcoming Holiday season.  The Women’s Club invites all to celebrate 
the lighting of the Christmas Tree and the Menorah and to hear our wonderful Chorus 
perform a variety of songs.  This event will begin at 6:30 PM. The Women’s Club 
sponsors this event each year, and it is their way of thanking everyone for their support 
all year. Following our tradition, please feel free to bring an ornament to put on the tree.  
Thanks to everyone who helped decorate the two Clubhouses for the holiday.  

The Women’s Club will sponsor “Lunch with Santa” on Sunday, Dec. 14 starting 
at noon at the Clubhouse.  Price is $7 per person for both adults and children.  We are 
asking each child who attends to donate a gift to St. Peter’s Children’s Hospital.  A 
complete list of accepted items is listed on the flyer.  See the flyer for further details.  
Flyers are in the Lobby at the Clubhouse. 
 This year’s Souper Bowls will be held February 11, 25 and March 11, 25. 
 The Women’s Club wishes everyone Happy Holidays and a Happy Healthy New 
Year!   
 MEETINGS AND EVENTS 
December 6 – Annual Christmas Tree Lighting and Menorah Lighting - 6:30 p.m. 
December 14 – Lunch with Santa - Noon 
January 21- Bingo 
February 18 – Sheriff (Somerset County) – Personal and Home Protection 
March 18 – Family Feud Game 
April 15 – To Be Announced 
May 20 – Tea with Alisa Dupuy 
June 17 – Pot Luck Dinner 
There will be NO Monthly Meeting in December. 
 
2015 DUES ARE $10 FOR THE YEAR AND ARE DUE IN JANUARY.  CHECKS 
SHOULD  BE MADE OUT TO CWHOAAF (EARMARKED WC DUES). THEY CAN 
BE PAID AT ANY MEETING OR DROPPED OFF IN THE MANAGEMENT 
OFFICE.  NEW MEMBERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME! 
          Marie Lyttle 

 
 
 

Veterans’ Club 
 At our October meeting, officers were selected for 2015.  Linn Smith was re-
elected as Commander; Sam Pesce was elected as Executive Commander; Herb Springle 
was re-elected as Treasurer, and Jon Rogeberg was elected as Secretary.  We congratulate 
these gentlemen for their willingness to serve and wish them well in the coming year. 
 November was a busy month for us.  Our Annual Veteran’s Day Ceremony and 
Dinner was held on Friday, November 7th.  Sal Saladini served as Master of Ceremonies.  
Frank DeLuca and Walter Wynkoop were honored as Purple Heart recipients.  
Entertainment was provided by DJ Tony Negron. 



 On Saturday, November 8th, we participated in an Operation Shoe Box packing at 
the VFW in Manville. 
 On Veteran’s Day, we attended the Franklin Township ceremonies at the 
Municipal Complex.  We assisted in tolling the bell at 11-11-11 commemorating the 
signing of the Armistice of WWI in 1918.  After the ceremonies, we were treated to a 
luncheon at the Stage House Tavern.  The flag outside the Clubhouse was lowered to 
half-staff at 8 AM and then raised at dusk. 
 On Wednesday, December 3rd, our Holiday Party for members and their wives 
only will be held at Girasole Restaurant in Bound Brook. 
 Our semi-annual trip to Lyons VA Hospital will take place on Monday, December 
8th.  We will carpool from the Clubhouse at 1:30 PM and will be accompanied by the 
Canal Walk Choral Group. 
 No date has been set for the beg-a-thon at the Shop Rite in Somerset.   Operation 
Shoebox Chairman, Linn Smith, will inform us when a date becomes available. 
 There was a discussion about time changes for meetings in the coming year: 2 
PM, 11AM, 4 PM, 7 PM or a combination of 2 PM and 7 PM.  The 2 PM and 7 PM 
combination was accepted by the majority.  The months that the 7 PM meetings will be 
held will be announced at the January, 2015 meeting. 
 Sam Pesce reported that he sent a letter on behalf of the Veteran’s Club to 
Senators Corey Booker and Bob Menendez, urging them to expedite the release of Sgt. 
Andrew Tahmooressi who is being held illegally in a Mexican prison. 
 There will be no meeting in December. The January meeting will be on 
Wednesday, January 28 at 2:00 in the Arts and Crafts Room. 
 Wishing all a wonderful Holiday Season and a Healthy and Happy New Year! 
                                                  John Tighe, Secretary  

 
Operation Shoebox  
 The Annual Veterans Day Ceremony and celebration was a wonderful evening. 
As usual, I was very successful in my fund raising with a very generous group. The 
Italian American Club presented a generous donation to Operation Shoebox; the 
attendees at the dinner matched the donation, and altogether we raised $1600. Thank you 
all very much!!! 
  The November 8th Holiday Packing tried a new format and held the packing in 
the evening, starting at about 7:00. There were several of our Vets who arrived at 5:00 
(my error, but thanks for being there, gentlemen) and they helped with unloading the 
truck which Rod greatly appreciated. The packing started as scheduled and during the 
course of the evening there were at least 350 people involved, the line snaking around the 
VFW hall like some kind of Conga line (the music was probably as intense). By 
evening’s end, 996 boxes were packed, supplies were running low and everyone was very 
happy with the evening’s effort. 
  The next packing will be on December 6, 2014 at the Hillsborough YMCA, 19 
East Mountain Blvd. It will start at 10 AM and run until 2. The event is sponsored by the 
Hillsborough Rotary, and everyone is welcome to come and PACK BAGS. If possible, it 
is always appreciated if we bring some supplies to be packed. Need ideas? Go to the 
Operation Shoebox N.J. web-site for ideas. 
 Thanks for your continued support, 



       Linn H. Smith, Operation Shoebox  

 
Men’s Club      
 HAPPY HOLIDAYS to all our neighbors and friends of Canal Walk from the 
CW Men’s Club Board of Directors.  We wish you Peace, Good Health and Happiness 
throughout the Season and the years ahead. 
SAVE THE DATES 
 Dec. 6:  The December Food Drive is scheduled for Saturday morning, December 
6th. Sponsored by the Canal Walk Men’s Club, this drive benefits those families that 
depend on the Franklin Township Food Bank. 
 The Food Bank provides needed food and funds for those in need. Last year we 
collected over 3900 lbs. of food and over $1100 in cash donations.  The funds are used to 
purchase food at wholesale prices from local merchants.  Checks can be made out to the 
Franklin Township Food Bank and brought to Tracey Allen in the Office. 
 The ShopRite bags will be distributed by the Men’s Club volunteers prior to Dec. 
6th.  On collection day, the filled bags should be placed by your mailbox for a 9:00 AM 
pickup.  Pasta, cereals, canned goods of any kind, vegetables and meats are needed.  
Baby food and formula are also in demand.  Please do not donate expired items or 
anything in glass containers 
 If you have turkey or ham you wish to donate, contact John Tighe at 732-560-
0391 who will pick it up from your house and deliver it to the Food Bank. 
 Let’s help make this season a little easier for families and individuals who depend 
on the Food Bank for support.  Let’s hit 4000 lbs. plus! 
 Dec. 8:  It is Election Night to vote in the next Board of Directors.    Come to the 
meeting and vote your candidates into office.  The Annual Holiday Party follows.  To 
earn your next free dinner and picnic, don’t forget to pay your $25 dues before this 
meeting.  It is always good to be a member in good standing. 
 Dec. 15-16:  The AARP Driver Safety Class will be from 9 AM to 12 Noon.  Be a 
safer driver, and save on your car insurance at the same time.  $15 for AARP members 
and $20 for non-members.  Sign up sheets are available in the Clubhouse.  Call Bob 
Cohen (732-356-1013) if you have any questions. 
 Jan. 12:  The first Men’s Club Meeting for the new year will be highlighted with 
a history talk by Glenn LeBoeuf.  He is a passionate student of Civil War history with a 
sharp focus on Gettysburg.  Come join us and learn facets of the Battle of Gettysburg that 
we never knew about. 
 
 
GOLF 
BIG BALL AWARD 
 This year, with a little arm-twisting, the “one-man committee (Ron Lerner)” was 
pre-empted by the Committee of Canal Walk golfers who came up with the unanimous 
decision to award the 2014 Big Ball Trophy to Ron Lerner.  No, Ron did not drive his 
golf cart into a water hazard or the like.  Ron has taken charge of and run many golf 
outings, now totaling 29 over the years.  His efforts include selecting and negotiating 
contracts with the golf courses, putting together pairings for the tournaments, 
communicating with the CW golfers regarding the outings, arranging car pools and 



acquiring prizes/logo golf balls for the events.  Last but not least, Ron (together with Tom 
Moleta) co-captained us to a “Walkers Cup” victory over the Somerset Run team this past 
summer.  We all owe Ron a world of gratitude for all the time and hard work he has put 
in the spirit of golfing fun for Canal Walkers through all these years. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ron Lerner (left) with the “Big Ball Trophy” presented by Mike Bober 
 
 
MEMBERSHIP 
 If you’re not yet a member, join the club.  Enrollment is open all year round for 
new members.  Call Charlie Okun at 732-377-3401 for more information.  Come join us 
at our next meeting and see what we’re all about.  You can also find out more about us by 
going to our website at http://canalwalkhoa.com/. 
ONGOING COMMUNITY PROJECTS 
 The Franklin Township Food Bank is always in need of our generous support.  
Other than our annual food drive in December, you can donate food items to the Franklin 
Food Bank anytime by dropping them at the Clubhouse’s Cafe.  Our support is always 
appreciated.   
Check donations to the Food Bank can be mailed to:     
      Franklin Township Food Bank 
      P.O. Box 333 
      Somerset, NJ 08875-0333 
 The Good and Welfare Committee sends get well cards to members.  Please let 

Gil Selvin (732-356-3269) or Sal Saladini (732-271-5110) know about members who are 

ill, hospitalized or recuperating. 

GO GREEN 
 The Hazardous Waste Days and Operation Secure Shred for Somerset County 
residents are closed for the winter.  We await the 2015 calendar for further details. 
  Electronics recycling is accepted at Newtech Recycling located at 600A Apgar 
Drive in Somerset. They’re open Monday through Friday from 7:00 AM to 5:00 PM and 
on the first Saturdays of the month from 8:00 AM to 2:00 PM.  Call 732-564-3110 for 
more information. 
 Proper Disposal of Medicine:  Safely dispose your unwanted, expired or unused 
medicines, including prescriptions, over-the-counter and pet medicines (excluding 
syringes). We can help prevent crime, help keep our drinking water supply safe and help   
prevent harming wild life and the environment. Individuals are asked to keep medicines 



in their original container, use a marker to cross out their name and place the medicine in 
a clear plastic bag.  Medicines that are no longer in their original container should be 
placed in a plastic bag with the name of the medicine written on the bag. Medicines can 
be dropped off at the drop box, 24-hours a day, 7 days a week at the lower level of the 
Somerset Administration Building located at 20 Grove St., Somerville, NJ 08876, near 
the entrance to the Sheriff’s Office.  For more information, contact Lt. Steve San Antonio 
at 908-231-7168 or Sheriff’s Officer Thomas Wallace at 908-231-7138.  The website is 
www.nj.gov/oag/ca/meddrop.  
 Year-round, the Men’s Club collects used compact fluorescent light bulbs and brings 
them to Home Depot for recycling.  Please place them in the box in the Clubhouse Arts & 
Crafts Room and help preserve the environment. 
         Jay del Prado 

 
 

 
 
Italian American Club 
 At the November business meeting, we reviewed the changes in the By-Laws but 
could not vote to accept them because the required 20 percent of the membership was not 
present. Any members who are more than 1 year in arrears with their dues will be 
dropped from the membership list and no longer be eligible to participate in ”Members 
Only” events, including  jitney trips. 
 This month we will start collecting monetary donations for Christmas gifts for a 
needy family in Franklin Township. Please make checks payable to CWHOAAF and 
mark Christmas Gift in the memo section. With your help, we hope to surpass last year’s 
effort. THANK YOU for your support.  
 On November 20, we took a jitney trip to the Lakota Wolf Preserve. It was a very 
exciting and informative trip. We had a wonderful lunch and enjoyed the day.  
 We expect to be taking the jitney to Kip’s Castle and possibly a regular bus to the 
Sands Casino and the Christmas Fair in Bethlehem, Pa. You will be getting an email, 
followed by forms in the Clubhouse.  
 A calendar of events for 2015 will be available in the Clubhouse soon. We expect 
to continue the exciting events and jitney trips in the coming months.  
December 1    BUSINESS MEETING   &   December 5   CHRISTMAS DINNER 
DANCE 
 On behalf of the IACC Board, I would like to wish all our members a very 
MERRY CHRISTMAS (BUON NATALE) and a HAPPY NEW YEAR (BUON 
CAPODANNO). 
                      Ciao, Mike Palmieri  

 
 

Singles Club 
 Happy Holidays!  Here’s wishing everyone a happy and healthy holiday season. 
 For the November meeting, the Singles Club listened to an entertaining and 
informative lecture by Dr. Mark Mappen whose topic was “Corruption in New Jersey —



How Bad Are We?”  He explored centuries of political corruption in the Garden State 
and, much to everyone’s surprise, New Jersey ranks as one of the least corrupt states. 
 
Reminder: 
  If you haven’t paid your 2014 dues yet ($20), you can drop your check in the 
special Singles Box in the Clubhouse Office (on your left as you walk in the door. When 
dropping off reservations and check payments, please, no cash, to ensure the validity of 
our records.   For new members (only new members) who join after June 30, 
membership dues for 2014 will be $10.   
 
Coming Events:  
 For reservations or questions regarding any event, please contact Susan 
Kropiewnicki at 732-560-1596 or Phyllis Chiavetta at 732-412-7679.  For information 
about the Singles Club, please contact Susan Kropiewnicki at 732-560-1596. And look 
for flyers at our meetings or in the Clubhouse. Meetings are always the 2nd Wednesday of 
the month at 7 PM in the Ballroom. Dinner events begin earlier at 6:30. 
 
December 14, 2014 (Sunday) –Holiday Brunch 
Save the Date – Paid members only 

 This year the Singles Club Holiday Party will be a lavish “Best of the Best Award 
Winning Brunch” at the Stoney Brook Grille in Branchburg. The brunch menu includes 
both breakfast and lunch items as well as house made desserts and beverages.  We’ve 
even arranged for a mimosa fountain.  The cost of the brunch is $25.  Check for flyers at 
the Clubhouse for details and reservation information.  Please make your check out to 
CWHOAAF and drop it off in the special Singles Box in the Clubhouse Office, or you 
can bring your check to a Singles Club meeting.  Please write Holiday Brunch on the 
check.  Again checks only, no cash.  For reservations and information regarding this 
event, please contact Phyllis Chiavetta at 732-412-7679.  
 
January 14, 2015 (Wednesday) – First Meeting of the New Year:  Mystery Re-Gift 
Exchange – 7:00 PM 
Save the Date – Paid Members Only 

 Did you receive something for the holidays or have something hanging around the 
house (unused) that you would classify as your “White Elephant?”  Wrap it nicely, bring 
it to the meeting and join in the “Mystery Re-Gift Exchange.”  You may go home with 
something you really like!  If you don’t bring a gift, you can’t play, so look around the 
house for something you would love to part with.  Don’t miss the fun as we kick off 
2015! 
 
February 11, 2015 (Wednesday) – Wine and Cheese Party – 7:00 PM 
Save the Date 

 Welcome prospective new members.  Current members bring a bottle of wine to 
be shared, and we’ll provide the cheese and goodies.  Check for flyer at the Clubhouse 
and RSVP. 



 FYI- We realize that in a community such as ours, there are folks who may be 
married, but have a spouse who is, unfortunately, no longer able to live at home.  We 
welcome you to join us. 
 Be sure to check future Newsletters and flyers in the Clubhouse for 
additional trips and events.   
                                                                                                             Phyllis Chiavetta 

 
  

 
NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE   
 The Canal Walk Newsletter is published monthly to keep the residents informed 

about events at Canal Walk. 

 We accept articles submitted by Canal Walk Residents subject to the following 

guidelines: 

 We do not accept any articles expressing political or religious opinions. 

 We do not accept any articles that resemble an editorial. 

 We do not accept any articles that advertise for profit. 

 Paid advertising is available through our Publisher, About Our Town. 
 The deadline for all material is the 8th of the previous month.  Please submit your 
articles on time.  All submissions must be emailed with the author clearly stated. The 
deadline for the January Newsletter will be December 8th. LATE ARTICLES 
WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. 
 Please send us articles about past events as well as future plans for your group or 
club.  In addition, send photos to go with your articles. 
 
Items for Talk of the Walk, theatrical reviews, restaurant reviews should be sent to Ellen 
Catalina at ecatalina2@verizon.net. 
 Recipes and What's Happening sent to Ronnie Bayer at ocrbayer@aol.com. 
 Home Hints and photos sent to Sid Toby at ybots@hotmail.com.  
Club Activities and Announcements and Poetry sent to Susan Smith at 
lhssps@comcast.net.  
Articles about pets and questions for Design Solution to Judy Gottlieb at 
bagelsandhoney@comcast.net. 
Staying Healthy sent to Nina Pesce at pesnia2@yahoo.com. 

Meet Your Resident Artist sent to Frank Catalina at fecatalina@gmail.com 

 
 All articles received by any member of the committee are acknowledged either by 
email or phone.   
 Please note: If you didn't get a confirmation, it means that we didn't get it. Carry-
overs may not be included. You should submit a new article each month. 
 We reserve the right to edit, condense, or reject submitted material. 
 Do NOT submit serious looking material from the Internet unless it has first been 
checked as authentic with Snopes.com or a similar web-checking site.  
    Ronnie, Sid, Susan, Ellen, Judy, Nina, Frank  

 

 



Computer Views 
I’ve had a number of calls from people who have the same problem – their Internet isn’t 
working. They can’t go from website to website and their e-mail doesn’t work either. 
Most times the problem can be solved without a house-call. If this happens to you, here’s 
what you do….. Find the router or modem/router unit supplied by Comcast or Verizon. 
It’s the box that has a cable that plugs into the wall and it’s usually located under your 
desk which means that you need to get onto your hands and knees to find it. Get a 
flashlight before you crawl down there. There’s a second thinner wire that’s plugged into 
the unit and it may be labeled “12V”. Pull the plug out. Wait 30 seconds and plug it back 
in. Then try your Internet again. If it still doesn’t work, then you can call us. 
 Another pesky problem may be pop-ups which are persistent and annoying and 
may actually interrupt normal operation. They are not viruses, they are malware. You can 
download a free program from www.malwarebytes.com. If you can follow directions to 
download and run it, it probably will solve your problem. If you need help doing it, call 
us. 
 And finally, I thought I would share with you some things I have learned to do 
with my computer…. 

 
1. Read jokes from friends. Save the good ones (small file). 
2. Download pictures from my digital camera and never be able to find them again. 
3. Download and install toolbars from websites I never heard of. 
4. Use the start button to turn off the computer – that never made any sense. 
5. View pictures of naked women sent to me by my friends and other mildly 

perverted souls. 
6. Have email conversations with a number of Liberian widows and orphans who are 

having financial problems in transferring $50 million out of their homeland, and 
have offered me a generous percentage if they can use my bank account to 
facilitate the transfer. 

         Howard Kliger 

 

 
 
International Friendship 
 A few weeks ago I had the pleasure of a ten day visit with my friends from the 
south of France.  It had been five years since we were last together in France and twenty-
eight years since their first, but very brief, visit to the US. 
 Renée and I met when I was 11 and she was 12 years old.  Not that we actually 
met; by pure chance we became pen-pals through a school project and the United Nations 
- three names for 25¢.  We wrote letters to each other faithfully.  She practiced writing in 
English as that was being taught in school.  English was my only option at the time.  We 
grew up together sharing family events, photos, and exchanging small gifts.  We became 
teenagers together, sharing the trials and tribulations of those years, then growing into 
womanhood.  Renée married Jean Pierre and I married Joe.  We shared weddings, 
pregnancies, raising children, my divorce, illnesses and loss of loved ones, while still an 
ocean apart.  



 In 1973, we met for the first time in Paris with our husbands.  I was celebrating 
my 30th birthday. We spent a week together which was more like a reunion than a first 
meeting.  Language was no obstacle; we laughed and made fun of our pigeon English and 
pigeon French.  Renée and I discovered that we each had maintained a scrapbook that 
contained every letter and photo that we had exchanged.  We were amazed at how well 
we actually knew each other. 
 Over the next three decades there would be six more visits to France, two with my 
second husband Ralph, and the bond among the four of us became stronger.  Ralph died 
in 2003, and I was able to find peace and solace with my friends.  In 2009, I spent a 
month with Renée and Jean Pierre, and we spoke of, perhaps, a day when they would 
come to New Jersey. 
 In May 2014, I learned that such a journey was becoming a plan and they would 
visit in October.  We spent an exhausting ten days, traveling to Washington DC, New 
York City, Princeton, Philadelphia, and saw most of the highlights while talking, 
laughing and reminiscing.  They were very impressed with Canal Walk and with people 
here who were so very friendly and welcoming.  We spent time with my children and 
grandchildren.  My daughter commented that she felt she was talking with her mother's 
French twin sister, we were that alike. 
 The time passed quickly and, as if in an instant, I was returning to the airport to 
say au revoir.  But the time together contributed to yet a stronger bond, one that has 
endured for more than 58 years.  We agreed to meet again in France to celebrate our 60th 
anniversary and to pay tribute to a special and remarkable friendship that was born out of 
pure chance. 
 
        Elaine Whelan 

 
 
 
Staying Healthy 
Travel Ho! 
 Travel season is upon us, whether it be visiting friends or family for the holidays, 
or just getting away to that sunny paradise.  I’ve compiled some hints that you may find 
helpful as you board that plane for destinations unknown. 
 For eating well and advice about staying healthy while traveling, The Doctors TV 

Show recommends you pack snacks in single serving baggies so as not to eat too much 
from larger bags or boxes.  Choose foods that will fuel you with protein, fiber and healthy 
carbs, such as unsalted nuts, dried fruit, whole-grain crackers, pre-cut veggies or plain 
popcorn.  Wearing comfortable shoes, try a stroll or two during the flight and while 
waiting in the terminal.  Sneak in some calorie-burning, weight- maintaining, energy 
boosting steps and you also may help to avoid dangerous leg clots.  These types of clots 
are a risk on flights longer than eight hours because of the cabin’s low oxygen level, 
crowded seating conditions and dehydration, so drinking plenty of water during flight is 
also highly recommended. 
 If you are prone to motion sickness, try taking powdered ginger capsules right 
before you travel.  It helps to delay the onset of nausea and helps you recover faster, 
according to the August/September AARP Magazine.  In that same article, it is also 



recommended that you pack wipes for the plane so you can clean away germs that are 
prevalent on the seat pocket, your tray table and even the window shade. 
 Lastly, from SmarterTravel.com, a helpful hint is to order one of the airline’s 
“Special Meals” as these are usually served and cleared first.  That way, you can eat, 
exercise, relax and even catch some shut-eye, and be ready to fly into the arms of 
awaiting friends or family or jump into that bathing suit you packed and head straight for 
the beach.   
 Wherever your travels take you, remember to enjoy every moment until you 
safely return back to us here at Canal Walk.  Happy traveling!     
       Submitted by Nina Pesce 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The Animal Corner 
  KEEPING PETS HEALTHY OVER THE 
HOLIDAYS.  We’re all familiar with the common 
sense of keeping Fido from being overexcited, 
confused or frightened by hordes of visitors by keeping 
him in a quiet part of the home, or tethering the 
Christmas tree to a wall or window frame to prevent 
Fluffy from scaling it.  How about keeping a hungry 
Fido from holly, poinsettias and ivy plants and from 
food counter-surfing? But did you know that pine 
needles and standing water from a tree stand would 
cause intestinal tract issues, including peritonitis?  
Click on www.starledger.com/animals or www.aspca.org more tips. 
 LOOKING FOR CLEVER PET GIFTS FOR THE HOLIDAYS?  How about 
the instant trainer leash ($10) at www.getinstanttrainer.com that pulls underneath Fido’s 
hips instead of at the neck to prevent him from tugging and helps you stay in control on 
walks.  There’s the leash hanger ($3) at www.ikea.com for the brightly colored BASTIS 
hook.  Show love with a heart shaped, eco-friendly bamboo bowl ($9.50) at 
www.amazon.com.  If Fido and Fluffy are night owls, play fetch with the Zisc Glow 
($12), 100% recyclable and nontoxic glow-in-the-dark disk at www.westpawdesign.com. 
Great gifts can be had for the animal loving grandkids at Costco or Amazon with animal 
interest books such as Pet Shop Sticker Activity Book ($1.35), Biscuit’s Pet & Play 
Christmas ($5.69), or Who Wants to be My Pet (free for the Kindle device).  Download 
everything you need to capture great pet photos with the ITunes app ($2) that makes 
dozens of different attention getting sounds and comes with a variety of e-frames.  Check 
out the flash sale at www.doggyloot.com for limited time deals on chew toys, treats, 
collars, leashes, and everything in between, for up to 50% off, like the Toy of the Month 
for $10.  Head over to the Home Goods pet aisle for lots of heavily discounted dog/cat 



beds, treat holders, toys and more.  A very happy holiday season to all the very much-
loved, beautiful, Canal Walk four-legged family members, and the devoted and 
adoring human parents that have given them a forever home.   
 WHEN IS AN ANIMAL NOT AN ANIMAL?  When it’s Paro, a robotic device 
designed to resemble a cute, baby harp seal.  This new wave of interactive or socially 
assistive robots that university researchers and tech companies are developing for the 
very elderly, people with special needs, and nursing home patients, may fill a vital care 
role, while critics fear loss of human touch.  Researchers say animal robots can be a 
calming and social influence on people who have cognitive problems that cause them to 
feel anxious or isolated.  Read more at www.starledger.com.  
 WHO YOU GONNA CALL?  This month’s question is who to call when you 
see dead deer on the roadways. Call the Franklin Township Police non-emergency 
number, 732-873-5533, and then dial “0” for the dispatcher. Be ready to give a location 
or the nearest intersection.  If the deer has “X” painted on its side, the call has already 
been made and they are waiting for transport.   
 THE FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP ANIMAL SHELTER, located at the 
Municipal Complex on Demott Lane, (732-873-2500, ext. 6255) is again hosting SANTA 
PAWS! The proceeds from a visit with Santa will benefit the Franklin Township Animal 
Shelter and other township animals in need. SANTA PAWS is on December 6, 13, and 
20 (Saturdays) between 10:30 AM and 3:00 PM at the Sampson G. Smith School at 1649 
Amwell Road, Somerset 08873.You’ll get two 4X6 printed pictures with Santa or a USB 
or CD with all poses ($20). Dogs must be leashed and cats and other small animals in 
carriers. Bring a donation of pet food and receive a FREE gift. Email 
scfa1998@secondchanceforanimals.org or call (732) 748-7232 for additional details.  
And don’t forget the DOG RABIES CLINIC (FREE) on December 13 from 8-10 AM 
at the Shelter. The Shelter is offering this FREE service again on January 10, 2015 and 
you can license Fido for the year 2015 at the same time.  While you’re at the Shelter, feel 
free to donate dry dog/puppy/cat/kitten food and toys, clean/worn towels/blankets/sheets, 
paper towels/sponges, flea medications, Q-Tips, catnip and bleach. You can visit the 
Shelter: Tuesday – Friday, noon to 3 PM and Saturday noon - 6 PM. If you cannot get to 
the Shelter, please contact me for help in getting your donated items to the Shelter at 
(732) 356-0023 or at bagelsandhoney@comcast.net.  Please add your name and address 
to the package for a tax contribution response letter. The Shelter appreciates this year’s 
very generous contributions from Canal Walk residents.  Thank you for caring and 
sharing. 
        Judy Gottlieb 

 

 
Meet Your Resident Artist         
 This month's artist is Dusik Shin, who has lived at Canal Walk with his wife, 
Soonie, since 2007. His proper title is Doctor Shin as he has, until recent years, been a 
practicing physician, thereby capable of combining both the healing arts and the graphic 
arts.  
 Dr. Shin was born in a small village in South Korea near Pusan. From his young 
years he took an interest in drawing, particularly observing and drawing animals and 



birds. He won an award while in school for an animal drawing he produced. He also 
learned to play classical guitar as a child, a skill he still practices. 
 He moved to Seoul, the capital city, where he received his high school and 
university education, eventually graduating from medical school. While in high school he 
engaged in sculpture and woodcarving for his own artistic satisfaction. 
 In 1969, he married Soonie and came to the US to do his internship in Ohio, and, 
thereafter, his residency in Louisville, Kentucky. 
 Dr. Shin specialized in radiology and went into practice in Louisville in a medical 
group as a radiologist, where he practiced for many years. 
 While in Lexington, he had the opportunity to view the painted works of a  
well-known Korean artist by the name of Kim who visited there to do a show. Mr. Kim 
was there for three weeks and Dr. Shin seized the occasion to take lessons in Asian art 
techniques. Dr. Shin has a number of works in his home demonstrating those techniques 
which, among other things, combine poetry and calligraphy with graphic images.  
 After moving to Canal Walk, Dr. Shin made the acquaintance of Jacqueline 
Weighart, a well-known member of our community and a former subject of an artist 
profile in this Newsletter. Jacqueline, who teaches aspiring artists, gave him lessons in 
painting and he attests to her skill as a teacher. 
 His works are not in the Asian style he studied in Kentucky, although who knows 
what subtle influences that experience may have added to his paintings. He paints 
primarily in watercolors and has occasionally done some work with acrylics. As one can 
see from the samples provided with this piece, Dr. Shin produces landscapes, seascapes 
and animal portraits and has done still life as well. With respect to animal images, 
Dr.Shin spoke of trying to express the attitude and character of the animals he observes to 
paint, in the case of the example given here, a mother hen. This attitude reminded me of 
something I read about Asian painting in general; i.e., that the artist tries to represent not 
only the image of the thing painted but its inner "soul" or essence. Perhaps it is from this 
tradition that Dr. Shin derives the practice of looking more deeply into the subject of his 
paintings than just the surface image. 
 Visitors to the Franklin Township Library on DeMott Lane for the last month or 
two may have viewed a number of Dr. Shin's additional works which have been exhibited 
there. While he does not consider himself a professional painter, Dr. Shin has received a 
number of offers to purchase some of his works, particularly from people who viewed 
them in the Library. Art is, for him, a labor of love and personal expression. Fortunately, 
he has agreed to share some of his expression with us. 
 
                                                                                           Frank Catalina 
 
 

 



 
 
Design Solution 
            This month, we visit the home of Sue Bilt, 
which combines tradition and modern for an elegant 
and inviting place.  Sue’s Monmouth model ranch 
home is unique within the community with a soaring, 
huge center hallway opening up to public rooms on 
one side, private quarters on the others and a dramatic 
great room with a fireplace straight ahead.  What 
makes this home also unique is that almost all the 
furniture is from Sue and Matt’s (her late husband) 
previous home.   
 The center hallway, soaring two stories high, 
lit by a large window over the entry door, has a 
dramatic chandelier to welcome you.  Between the 
window and top of the entry door is a large round 
clock, set against the cream color walls.  A glass and 
metal, slender depth and wide width multi-tier 
console table holds plants and decorative objects 
while a large, framed mirror on the opposite wall 
reflects and expands this welcoming vision.  A round, 
traditional pattern rug sits on the wood floor, repeated 
in the same pattern runner leading down the hallway 
– smart design to use the same design but in a different configuration.  The living room is 
a vision of symmetry and paired down glamour with a monochromatic design but with a 
twist.  The walls are the same light color as the hallway but the far wall is painted a 
dramatic red behind the champagne color couch in front of it.  All the furniture in the 
room, from the comfy club chairs, low benches, and mirrored side and coffee tables, are 
in the same color – resting on the same pattern rug, but in a room size.  With the hallway 



opening to the living room, this makes so much sense and works very well.  The dining 
room opens from the living with tall Doric-style columns on each side.  The glass top 
dining table, surrounded by champagne Parsons-style chairs sits on the same pattern rug 
and pairs with a wood and metal Country French baker’s rack, displaying pretty cream 
ware objects, along with red decorative pieces.  Smart decorating – repeating colors from 
one room to another.  A chair rail in white separates the cream walls on top from the red 
painted walls on the bottom – warm and dramatic at the same time.   
 Enter the great room furnished with brown fabric couches facing each other with 
French-style round back chairs covered in a zebra patterned fabric (what fun and 
unexpected) sitting next to the fireplace (the mantle designed and constructed by Sue).  
The walls are painted a soft mocha – creating a club/library environment.  A paddle fan 
overhead, a large screen TV over a painted wood, two-door chest holding bar items, and a 
custom design and constructed console table paired with leather ottomans, complete the 
inviting picture.  Another console table has the same zebra fabric covering footed 
ottomans beneath it – clever to repeat a fabric in different ways in a room. Directly off 
the great room are the breakfast room, butler’s pantry and huge open kitchen.  Sue used a 
black granite galaxy countertop on the cabinets in the pantry and placed a decorative 
plaque against the tile backsplash – different and looking fabulous!  The kitchen with the 
same color granite for the countertops and freestanding island has the same backsplash 
with individual plaques set on them, and added an additional plaque over the kitchen 
window.  Amazing how this decorating design elevates lovely to spectacular!  The sunny 
breakfast room with lots of plants and its round, glass top table sits in front of the angled 
windows for a nice way to sip morning coffee, feel the breeze of the large fan shaped fan, 
and take in the pretty back garden.  Sue used trays, platters and pretty bowls to set up 
little ‘vignettes’ on the surfaces on many pieces of furniture – the kitchen island holds a 
collection of pears resting on a fabric placemat atop a footed tray – simple, eye catching 
and wonderfully homey.  A tall, chunky pedestal vase sits on the breakfast table filled 
with cherries – adorable!  A large tray holding a lamp, flowers and decorative items sits 
atop a throw and ottoman in front of the living room windows.  Sue has a fine 
understanding of creating an intimate and engaging environment with simple objects 
while collecting them in an imaginative and confined way. 
 A long hallway leads to the three bedrooms has an expanded look where Sue used 
a vintage, curved mirror above a stylish mirrored chest and flanked with cream fabric 
color French chairs – no area in this home is ignored but decorated to full potential.  
Smart design to use smaller size furniture in scale with the size of the area.  The master 
bedroom with its vintage, pale color iron bed frame is covered in a cream and red refined 
stripe and piled high with luxurious pillows – crafted by Sue.  A tapestry covered bench 
sits between slender leg, round top painted side tables for a comfortable resting spot. A 
large painting of a pretty garden room dominates one wall – well placed. A guest 
bedroom, with soft green painted walls, holds a printed fabric couch and ottoman from 
Sue’s previous home’s sunroom that opens to a bed for visiting guests.  Sheer fabric 
panels gathered low at the base of the Palladian-style windows adds a soft design and 
creative look to the room.  The third bedroom is Sue’s craft/sewing room with a kitchen 
console table repurposed and holding necessary essentials that Sue’s imaginatively uses 
and creates for her home.  On the wall, and above the desk surface, is a large sculpture of 
the NY Brooklyn Bridge with the NY theme repeated in pictures in the room – what a 



nice way to remember the ‘early days.’  A Jack and Jill bathroom joins the two bedrooms 
– another unique feature of this special home. 
 Sue has blended the old with the new but with imaginative twists.  She has a fine 
sense to repurpose items in different rooms in unique ways, while creating a relaxed but 
refined home that is very welcoming and is definitely a showpiece. What a talented 
homeowner who has created a treasure of a home! 
 Design thought for December:  Respect the architecture of a space. 
 This column is for your home decorating questions and to celebrate your own 
design solution.  Each month, Canal Walk residents may submit a decorating question 
and get a Design Solution in the Canal Walk Newsletter.  You can even be featured each 
month with a decorating solution that you’ve already accomplished.  Email me at 
bagelsandhoney@comcast.net for your Design Solution! 
                                                                                         Judy Gottlieb 
 

 

 
 
The Poetry Corner 
December – Ida Josephine Brittain 
 
Great wealth has December, 
For December can remember 
January’s clean white pages, 
February’s simple stages; 
March and its madness. 
April and gladness;  
May with charm and lovely youth, 
June with quest for life and truth; 
July’s generous hands, 
August’s angry commands;  
September by golden days, 
October through rosy haze; 
November, now departing  
With silvered ways, 
Great wealth has December… 
For December can remember. 
 
 

 
 
Joke Corner 
 

The Five Stages of Ageing 



 A group of chaps, all aged 40, discussed where they should meet for lunch. 
Finally, it was agreed that they would meet at Wetherspoons in Uxbridge because the 
waitresses were pretty. 
  Ten years later, at age 50, the friends once again discussed where they should 
meet for lunch. Finally, it was agreed that they would meet at Wetherspoons in Uxbridge 
because the food and service was good and the beer selection was excellent. 
 Ten years later, at age 60, the friends again discussed where they should meet for 
lunch. Finally, it was agreed that they would meet at Wetherspoons in Uxbridge because 
there was plenty of parking, they could dine in peace and quiet, and it was good value for 
money. 
  Ten years later, at age 70, the friends discussed where they should meet for lunch. 
Finally, it was agreed that they would meet at Wetherspoons in Uxbridge because the 
restaurant was wheelchair accessible and had a toilet for the disabled. 
  Ten years later, at age 80, the friends discussed where they should meet for lunch. 
Finally, it was agreed that they would meet at Wetherspoons in Uxbridge because they 
had never been there before. 
     Submitted by Jay del Prado 

 
 

Recipes 
NUTTY BUTTERSCOTCH COFFEE CAKE 
Ingredients  
¾ cup chopped nuts - Walnuts or whole Pecans 
1 (12 – 16 ounce) package frozen Parker House rolls  
1 (3.4 oz.) package butterscotch instant pudding mix 
½ cup packed brown sugar 
½ cup (1 stick) melted butter or margarine 
2 teaspoons cinnamon 
Directions 
1 - Sprinkle nuts into bottom of a greased Bundt pan.  Arrange the rolls evenly over the 
nuts.  Sprinkle dry pudding mix over the rolls.  Combine the brown sugar, melted butter 
and cinnamon in a small bowl; mix well.   Spoon over the rolls, trying to cover as much 
as the dry pudding mix as possible…  (I couldn’t do it; I had to melt ¾ of a stick of butter 
and more sugar.)  
2 - Cover the Bundt pan with plastic wrap and place in a cold oven overnight.   
3 - Remove the pan from the oven and preheat oven to 350 degrees.  Remove the plastic 
wrap.   When oven is preheated, return the uncovered pan to the oven and bake for 25 
minutes.  
 Bon Appetite and Enjoy!!! 
 
Original NILLA Banana Pudding Ready in: 60 minutes 
Layers of Nilla Wafers, creamy pudding and fresh banana slices are the stars of this 
American classic.  
   Ingredients: 
    3/4 cup sugar, divided  
    1/3 cup all-purpose flour  



    Dash salt  
    3 eggs, separated  
    2 cups milk  
    1/2 teaspoon vanilla extract  
    45 NILLA Wafers, divided  
    5 ripe bananas, sliced (about 3 1/2 cups), divided  
    additional NILLA Wafers and banana slices, for garnish  
  
   Directions 
    1. Mix 1/2 cup sugar, flour and salt in top of double boiler. Blend in 3 egg yolks and 
 milk. Cook, uncovered, over boiling water, stirring constantly for 10 to 12  
 minutes or until thickened. Remove from heat; stir in vanilla.  
    2. Reserve 10 wafers for garnish. Spread small amount of custard on bottom of 1 1/2-
 quart casserole; cover with a layer of wafers and a layer of sliced bananas. Pour 
 about 1/3 of custard over bananas. Continue to layer wafers, bananas and custard 
 to make a total of 3 layers of each, ending with custard.  
    3. Beat egg whites until soft peaks form; gradually add remaining  
     1/4 cup sugar and beat until stiff but not dry. Spoon on top of  
     pudding, spreading evenly to cover entire surface and sealing well  
      to edges.  
    4. Bake at 350°F in top half of oven for 15 to 20 minutes or  
     until browned. Cool slightly or refrigerate. Garnish with  
     additional wafers and banana slices just before serving.  
    Makes 8 servings 
       Submitted by Ronnie Bayer 

 
Theatrical Reviews 
 
ST. VINCENT 
 I loved this movie.   Obviously this is going to be a good review.  Allow me to 
elaborate.   Anticipating a raucous comedy starring the goofy but talented  
Bill Murray, I was quite pleasantly surprised as this film’s story unfolded. 
 Murray plays an irascible character, Vincent McKenna – a man in his 60’s, who, 
for all intents and purposes, could be classified as a total and complete loser.  He is an 
irresponsible drunk and gambler with a take no prisoners nasty attitude to boot.  The 
viewer doubts any redeeming traits will emerge from this self-centered bum, interested 
only in his next drink, his next bet and how to escape paying for it.  
 His home is a dump and he fits right into it. Then a new neighbor arrives – a 
working mom, newly single, with a young son in tow. Melissa McCarthy plays Maggie 
and a wonderful young actor, Jason Lieberher, is the polite Oliver.  Naomi Watts plays 
Daka, a pregnant Russian hooker with a heart of brass.   
 This well directed cast of characters moves the film along at a hilarious pace. The 
acting is superb, with an especially appealing performance by Oliver’s teacher, a priest 
played by Chris O’Dowd.  The NY settings are authentic, and so are the situations for the 
most part.  It is definitely for adults though, not kids. 



 The laughs were frequent, yet this film also had tender and poignant moments that 
moved this theatergoer to tears.  What purports to be a comedy turns out to be so much 
more.  And is Vincent only what he appears to be, or is he much more?   Rough humor 
softened with tenderness illustrates ‘you can’t judge a book by its cover’ with an 
exclamation point.  Just calling it a heartwarming comedy wouldn’t do it justice.  
 My companion noted that it was the first time he had ever seen a movie audience 
sit through the credit roll without one person standing to leave. True, there was a little 
gimmick involved, but all in all I think everyone there felt as I did about St. Vincent. 
Ending as I began, I loved this movie.   
     Submitted by Gloria Stuart 

 

WANTED: 
Reviews of all kinds are wanted from the residents of Canal Walk! Please send your 

submission with your selection, your opinion of it, and any other information you feel is 

pertinent. Send to ecatalina2@verizon.net.                                    

 
 
 
Restaurant Reviews  
SouthSide Grille 
Bound Brook 
 Since I didn’t defrost anything for dinner one Tuesday night, we decided we had 
to go out.  Deciding to use our “buy one get one free” coupon from SouthSide Grille in 
Bound Brook, we made that our destination.   Carmela and Dan Maresca joined us, and 
we were thrilled to see a special menu, “Sunday to Thursday $29.99 Menu for Two – 
Four Course Meal.” This is one for the books.  Needless to say it was unnecessary to 
use our coupon. 

There are a dozen appetizers to choose from, one per couple.  The Maresca’s 
ordered the Mozzarella Showplace: fresh mozzarella, grilled roasted peppers, basil 
prosciutto and drizzled with balsamic.   We decided on the Crispy Eggplant Tower: 
beefsteak tomato, fresh mozzarella and balsamic glaze.  Both selections were huge, and 
the four of us shared some of each.  We literally could have called it quits then but 
naturally didn’t.  More than enough. 
 Then came a choice of a soup or salad for each of us.  We all ordered the New 
England Clam Chowder, lovely portion, not the best I’ve ever had, but wonderful just the 
same. 

Now onto the dinners.  Choice of eleven different entrees.  Dan had the Chicken 
Parmigiana and took half home.  We’ve never seen Dan not finish a dinner.  (Again we 
could have all quit after the soup.  That’s how large the portions were and all beautifully 
presented.)   Carmela had Island Style Tilapia with tropical spices, coconut rice pilaf, 
sweet plantains and mango salsa.  She said it was excellent.  I think when we go back, I’ll 
order that.  Jim decided on the Cross Grilled Twin Pork Chops - Frenched with secret 
spices, cinnamon roast Fuji apples and he, too, took one home.   I couldn’t help myself 
when I saw an entrée called Mom’s Plate (naturally meat loaf and mashed potatoes.) It 



was very nice and, I, too, took 1-1/2 of the slab sized meat loaf pieces home which Jim 
enjoyed the next day. 
 Fortunately, after finally loosening our belts, we wisely decided to take the dessert 
home with us.  We all chose the pumpkin cheesecake, one serving per couple. 
 Our charming waiter, Mario, was prompt, efficient, and not intrusive at all.  He 
approved of all of our choices.  This is a place that I highly recommend to all Canal 
Walkers whether you use their coupon or not.  Their regular menu has, in addition to 
dinner entrees, pizza and flatbreads, burgers, sandwiches and wraps.  Take your pick.  
Give it a try.  As Mickey says, “Try it, you’ll like it!” 

      Marge Heffernan  

 

 
Piazza Orsillo 
120 Cedar Grove Lane 
Somerset, NJ 08873 
Tel: 732-805-9506 
 Our next door neighbor, Michael and his wife Randee, had been telling us how 
much they enjoyed the Eggplant Rollatini at this restaurant nearby.  Frank and I joined 
them recently on a Wednesday night to catch up with our friends and neighbors and see 
just how good this Eggplant Rollatini was.  The restaurant looks like a typical storefront 
pizzaria but had a very good menu.   We brought along our favorite red wine as did our 
friends and we proceeded to order.  I ordered, surprise, surprise, the Eggplant 
Rollatini which turned out to be every bit as good as Mike had promised.  Frank decided 
to order the Zia Guiliana which was linguini with a spicy clam sauce.  Both meals came 
with a salad which was fairly routine.  Frank sampled my Eggplant Rollatini and decided 
he preferred my dish, though he did enjoy his. Randee had a grilled chicken salad which 
she enjoyed as well, but Mike stayed with the tried and true Eggplant Rollatini.  Their 
menu offered a great variety of interesting, non-routine entrees which I think we shall 
sample on future visits. All dishes were extremely reasonable price wise, and they ranged 
anywhere from $8.99 to $17.99.  This included all entrees from pasta to veal, chicken, 
scallops and shrimp, meatballs, etc. 
 Of course they have a great gourmet pizza menu along with hot subs, cold subs, 
paninis, wraps, etc.  All in all a very good experience!  The service was extremely 
friendly and it is a BYOB restaurant.  They are open Monday thru Saturday from 11AM 
to 10 PM. 
 
          Ellen Catalina 

 I am sure that many of you go out to dinner from time to time -We would like to 

hear from you so that we can pass on your good or not so good recommendations. Many 

of us come from all over New Jersey and others from out of state and do not know the 

area or where to dine - your input would be so very helpful. Please try to include the 

following: Name of Restaurant - Address - Telephone Number and Prices. Submit to 

Ellen Catalina at ecatalina2@verizon.net.     

                                 
 
What's Happening 



 
NJ STATE THEATRE 
15 Livingston Avenue, New Brunswick – (732) 246-7469 
Dec 5                     8 PM                    From Good Homes   
Dec 6                     8 PM                    The Irish Tenors, Wright-Kearns-Tynan – The  
                                                           Premiere Irish Holiday Celebration Tour 
Dec 7                     3 PM                    A Seraphic Fire Christmas – Carols by Candle- 
                                                           light 
Dec 10                   8 PM                    Canadian Brass 
Dec 11                   8 PM                    The Temptations and The Four Tops 
Dec 12 &               8 PM                    Sister Act 
Dec 13            2 & 8 PM 
Dec 14                   3 PM                    A Take 6 Holiday with the NJSO 
Dec 14     8 & 10:30 PM                    John Oliver 
Dec 19 – 21                                        Nutcracker – American Repertory Ballet 
(Fri 7:30 PM; Sat and Sun 1 & 4:30 PM) 
Dec 29                   8 PM                    Blues Traveler 
Dec 31                   6 PM                    Salute to Vienna – New Year’s Eve Concert,  
                                                           featuring Strauss Symphony of America The 
                                                           Philly POPS 
Dec 31                  10 PM                   Southside Johnny and the Asbury Jukes – New  
                                                           Year’s Eve                   
                                                                                    
HUNTERDON HILLS PLAYHOUSE (Dinner Show) 
88 Route 173 West, Hampton – (800) 447-7313 
Nov 1 – Dec 21                                 A Playhouse Christmas 2014  
(Matinees: Mon – Sat 11:30 AM & Sun 3 PM; Evenings: Sat 6:30 PM)                                       
Dec 12, 22, 27 & 29    11:30 AM     A Branson Country Christmas 2014 
             
VILLAGERS THEATRE 
415 DeMott Lane, Somerset – (732) 873-2710 
Dec 13 – 21                                      A Charlie Brown Christmas 
(Fri & Sat 12 & 3 PM; Sun 12 PM)        
 
GEORGE STREET PLAYHOUSE 
9 Livingston Avenue, New Brunswick – (732) 246-7717 
Nov 16 – Dec 14                            The Fabulous Lipitones                               
(Tue – Sat 8 PM; Sun 7 PM; Matinees: Sat & Sun 2 PM)                    
 
 
PAPER MILL PLAYHOUSE 
Brookside Drive, Millburn – (973) 376-4343 
Nov 26 – Jan 4                                 Elf 
(Evenings: Wed &Thu 7:30 PM; Fri & Sat 8 PM; Sun 7 PM; Matinees: Tue, Sat & Sun  
1:30 PM) 
 



RARITAN VALLEY COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
State Route 28 & Lamington Road, North Branch – (908) 725-3420 
Dec 7                           7 PM           An Irish Christmas 
Dec 9   10 AM & 12:30 PM            Curious George 
Dec 12                 4 & 8 PM            The Great Russian Nutcracker 
Dec 14                        2 PM            A Christmas Carol 
Dec 16               12 & 7 PM            The Night Before Christmas Carol 
Dec 18               12 & 7 PM            A Jazzy Christmas 
Dec 20            1 & 3:30 PM            Frosty                      
 
THE SUMMIT PLAYHOUSE 
10 New England Avenue, Summit – (908) 724-3420 
Dec 12 – 21                                    The Hundred Dresses 
(Specific dates and times to be announced)                                  
 
MASON GROSS SCHOOL OF PERFORMING ARTS 
85 George Street, New Brunswick – (732) 932-7511 
Nicholas Music Center 
Dec 1                     7:30 PM            Rutgers Jazz Ensemble II 
Dec 4                     7:30 PM            Rutgers Symphony Band 
Dec 5                     7:30 PM            Rutgers Symphony Orchestra 
Dec 8                     7:30 PM            Rutgers Jazz Ensemble 
Dec 9                     7:30 PM            Rutgers Wind Ensemble 
Dec 10                   7:30 PM            Rutgers University Choir                                         
Shindell Hall 
Dec 2 & 3           7:30 PM               Rutgers Jazz Chamber Ensemble 
Dec 7                       2 PM               Sounds of Chamber Music        
Kirkpatrick Chapel  
Dec 6 &            6 & 9 PM               Christmas in Carol and Song 
Dec 7           5 & 7:30 PM 
Voorhees Chapel 
Dec 6                       5 PM               Voorhees Choir    
McCARTER THEATRE CENTER 
91 University Place, Princeton – (609) 258-6500 
Matthew Theatre 
Dec 5 – 28                                          A Christmas Carol 
(Evenings Mon – Sat 7:30 PM; Matinees Sat 2 PM & Sun 1 & 5:30 PM; Wed, Dec 14 
only 12 & 4 PM)                              
Berlind Theatre 
Dec 12                      8 PM                 Clint Holmes 
Dec 13                      8 PM                 Ladies Sing the Blues 
Dec 19                 7:30 PM                 Handel’s Messiah 
                                                     
SOMERSET VALLEY PLAYHOUSE 
689 Amwell Road (Route 514), Hillsborough – (908) 369-7469 
Dec 5 – 21                                        Humbug       



(Fri & Sat 8 PM; Sun 2 PM) 
 
BUCKS COUNTY PLAYHOUSE 
70 South Main Street, New Hope, PA – (215) 862-2121 
Dec 4 – 28                                      Forever Plaid Tidings 
(Weeknights 7:30 PM; Fridays & Saturdays 8 PM; and Matinees 3 PM)                                                                                          
        Submitted by Ronnie Bayer 

 
 
 
 
 
 


